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PREFACE. 


This  is  a  plain  tale. 

I  am  an  American,  and  I  have  beUeved  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war  that  the  AUies'  cause  was 
just 

I  am  an  admirer  of  brave  soldiers,  and  willing  to 
pay  tribute  to  good  work,  from  a  military  standpoint 
by  men  on  either  side. 

For  ten  months  I  was  with  the  British  Expedi- 
tionary Force  in  France  and  Flanders. 

I  am  so  greatly  indebted  to  many  units  of  the 
British  Army  for  the  opportunity  afforded  me  to 
undago  experiences  which  form  the  subject  matter  of 
this  somewhat  rambling  narrative,  that  I  must  make 
my  acknowledgments,  for  the  most  part,  collectively 

At  the  hands  of  Sir  John  French's  Headquarters 
Staff  I  met  unfailing  kindness  and  courtesy  throughout 
my  sojourn  in  their  midst 

Of  General  Smith-Dorrien  I  can  sincerely  speak  as 
all  speak  who  have  met  him,  with  profound  recog- 
nition of  his  high  attainments  as  a  military  leader,  and 
of  his  great  heart.  Truly,  a  kinder  man  I  have  never 
met. 

During  the  months  I  spent  with  the  British  Cavalry 
I  felt  an  ever-increasing  pride  to  have  been  attached 
to  that  branch  of  the  Service.    The  officers  and  men 


PREFACE. 

Wcndly  had  I  been  of  their  own  number. 
melL"^^  '"^  ^"^  '•*  ^•^•^'y  D'^^n  thought 
^  unit.,  but  I  WM  mort  cordially  treated  on  all 

ar^«?r^  Allenbyand  his  Staff  I  have  ever  been 

£^^**K?l****^  '''''~"*  that  made  tired  hour, 
invariably  brighten  when  I  had  the  good  fortune  to 
co^e^into  touch  with  that  efficient  «d  ^[l^e^ 

The  and  CavalTK  Brigade  Headquarters  Mess,  and 
U^the  1st  Cavalry  Division  Headquarters  Kf 
^  I  wasamember  for  so  long  a  time, conned 
good  ««ows  to  a  man.  Among  them  I  formed 
fite^dships  which  are  the  most  cherished  of  all  my 
^l«s  memento,  of  the  mort  wonderful  year  of 

I' i».  however,  to  General  de  Lisle,  personally,  that 
I  am  under  the  deepest  obligatioa    I  have  been 

^i^K^"?r:  "^""^  "^  »"^«''  ^»o  close  cJ^ 
w,A  the  Field  Forces  in  Ume  of  war  of  half  a  «oI!e  of 

n^    Among  them  I  have  never  met  an  army 
officer  more  keen  upon  his  work  than  is  General  cte 

of  him.  and  «ny  sincere  good  wishes  run  hand  in  hand 

K^  ^n^^-  ^"^  "^  ^  ««'°rt»  the  Royal  Au^ 
mobile  Club  Corps  owed  its  existence.    ToWmlo^ 

If^Al^f^^^^    No  matter  what  the  issue  or 
how  difficult  of  access  that  whfch  was  required,  Zi^ 

-that  hurriedly  organized  littie  band  of  whom  Sy^cy 

vl 


PREFACE. 

Gfeen  (with  General  Hubert  Gough  from  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  campaign)  ii  the  sole  remaining  acthre 
tnctobct. 

Friends  galore  have  given  me  those  invaluable 
suggestions  and  opportunities  whereby  one  gains  a 
close  insight  into  aflairs,  and  oftentimes  a  pictorial 
record  of  them. 

To  none  do  I  tender  more  sincere  acknowledgment 
in  that  connection  than  to  my  old  friend  Percy 
Northey,  a  sometime  member  of  the  ILA.C.  Corps. 

Many  gallant  gentlemen  mentioned  in  the  following 
pages  have  gone  on  before,  but,  th-«ik  God  I  many 
have  "  come  thrmigh." 

Friends  and  readers,  do  not  forget  that  most 
Americans  feel  much  the  same  as  I  feel  about  the 
war. 

An  overwhelming  majority  of  those  of  my  country- 
men who  know  the  truth  would  do  what  lies  in  their 
power  to  further  the  success  of  the  Allies  and  their 
righteous  cause. 

Frkderic  Colbman. 
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FROM   MONS  TO  YPRES 
WITH  FRENCH. 

CHAPTER  I. 

to  the  General  Hetdqturter.  of  sS^jSTrLS; 

A     'Jf  "?  f^™^y  ^*»*^  M  that  Friday  evSw^ 

adw^dng  towardt  France  through  poor  Bdgh^^ 
Theday  before.  Bn>«eb  hadlauJT  XTtTLe  I 

/^  v!?*^  *  ^"'•^  Diviaioii.  were  in  Bdirto» 
entrnching  a  position  from  Cond«  east  to  ItouwS^ 
to^J^^c^tward  a.  far  aa  Binche.  .n%'irri3'  To 

The  twenty-five  vohinteer  motorists  who  cnmno.^ 

sSi??SL  p^r  "'Jt**  *»*  **»•  ^^^^  HeadqSrter. 
Staff  at  the  Front.    Our  troopshio  arrived  inWa«!-    * 

an  earty  hour  on  Satunky^iST^dX^o^rSi* 
IfL^^^x'**  <«»«»barkation  of  tlS  aJTSkh?  h2 
closed  m  before  the  little  band  was  aS)r?2idS^ 
proceed  acros.  the  North  of  France  He  5^^?$^? 
Sunday  mormng  the  twenty-five  car.  wereT^^ 
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staff,  and  the  romSXiL  T.  J***  Dmsjon,  and  his 
reached  Ami^s  SIS  ttaiH^^tNeufchatd.   »nd 

party  remained,  to  i  aSed  S^hl  *  ""^^"*y  «'  ^'^'^ 
duties.    Sixofu8DuSSw*^*^*'?°""^*ovarious 

Arriving  after  <£fwffo™d^i  *1?*  I**  ^*  bateau. 
Headq^ers  ^e 'in  J  c^e^^n  ^""i^^"  ^'^^^'' 
G.H.Q..  as  GenenS  H«^quaS?«  "^  *^*  *«^'  ^d 
was  located  in  a  lai^rSSS^  S  P'^^P"  "^  *"»«*• 
The  drive  had  bi^lo^^^d "u^V^^^Jf  "'  *?*  ^^'^ 
meagre  dinner  at  the  H^elrfn  m«  J*  ^^  *  ^*«  ««<* 
pretensions,  we  iiJd  our  k^S*  ^«?*»  o^  modest 
trees  of  the  schoo  Wand  1*5^^**'  underneath  the 
slumber.  ^^  *"^  '^**  *»"  ^Pped  in  sound 

GJS:L^^^^^/„-^^had  seen  part  of  the 
from  the  Frawh  X  w'lS^"  ?"f ^^  *ake  Charleroi 
Sambre.  The  Su5da/S  ^  Z  '^Z''?^  «'  ^^^ 
the  Gennan  and  Brrtish  a™!?  n  ^?  *^^*^  ^«*^««» 
day  the  first  great  Gmn™?;    ^^  ****  "^<»<"«  <>'  the 

b^tt^^LTthTC^CL"-^ 

On  SuSday  night  sS  Sm  S?S.t  k'!  ?«^'  *««*  '»««• 
retirement'of  the  Fr£h  Sh  aL*^  ^'T «*  *^*  *he 
-endered  the  Mons  Se  5itJ^^  °"  J^  ^^*  ^ad 
akeadybeengiv«?o!SIl^i'^"''  ^"^  *^*^*"  "^^^ 
The  great  retreat  had  begun  * 

had  disentiaiSS  at  vSSII'Fk*'  ^^V'^'V  B^»de 
new  line  from  Je^ TfSTSSi^t;?^;  !^" «  A 
eastward  throuibXC^  to  iSJS.'^  Valenciemie.. 
new  front,  and  we  ^r^Jl„^*  '^'^  to  be  oar 
by  our  isi  Co^p^       '  '**"^  ""^•^  '^over  of  an  attack 

^^^^t'll^inti::^^^^^^  two  male 

*-««»recie8.    British  wounded 
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were  bemg  hourly  brought  into  the  town,  where  French 
wounded  had  arrived  in  some  number;  ahr^y     1? 

IhoJrj  u  T  ""l  *^^  PP'-ovised  hospitals,  f orm«ly  a 
school.  I  had  a  chat  with  a  wounded  ^nner.  n7Z;^ 
a  corporal  m  one  of  the  batteries  attached  to  Haig" 
ist  Corps,  and  had  a  shell  sliver  through  his  rii?ht  ImL 

?l*^  u^^V^^  ^^^'^  ^«  ^'^  been  except  that  the 
fightmg  had  b^  in  Belgium.  Four  of  our  battSes  of 
field-guns  had  been  placed  near  each  other  on  a  iS^lnd 
^f  *"TK°r  *^*  '^^Position  was  to  be  held  at  ^ 
i^;«J  ^v^*"  '"'^^^'y  *"**  «»™e  of  their  cavalry 
had  come  withm  range  and  been  badly  cut  up  until  the 

shells  burst  wdl  up  in  the  air."  he  said.  "  throwing  out 

the  dxells  were  overpowering  and  bullets  the  size  of 
marbles  ramed  aU  about.    Two  of  our  lot  were  kiU^ 
and  thniy  wounded  whUe  we  were  serving  the  ctm 
Rnally.  we  had  to  leave  the  position,  tak^  awafSS 

fire  was  too  fierce  to  aUow  of  our  removing  them." 
High  explosive  shell  made  him  and  his  feUows  "  go 

H^  ^k^Tk  ^^*"  ^*™'*-  These  pieces  of  S  buiS? 
hm  when  they  struck  him.  he  said,  a  quick  bunibg  SS 
foUo^nng  the  contact  with  the  hot  brts  of  proj^ile 

thi  r  K*'  *™T  ^  '^  ''°"  ^  Cateau  to  lichy.  on 
the  Cambrai  road,  to  pick  up  General  J.  A.  L.  Hald^n^ 

who  was  in  command  of  the  loth  Brigade.  While  ^I 
ing  m  a  lane  by  the  road  I  spent  ^  interesting  hour 
watchmg  a  Battalion  of  DublS^usiUers.  a  pS^^of  Se 
newly-amved  4th  Division,  which  had  that  day  dS^ 

thW  J  w  ^^^  *°  "'K^*  th«  «°«ny  and  their 
tb^t  for  information  were  both  great.  The  tension  was 

the;JhLf  fh??"?^5f  °*  '^"  ^"""^^h  retirement  «m 
tfie  right  of  the  British  Force  was  sinking  in.  I  encoun- 
tered a  number  of  English  officers  froiS  time  to  tk?e 
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Durin*  th^IftlS^  "  a. defensive  position. 

twt  few  wounded  moTmSifJw  wH^**"  *«»<*  ««" 
<rf  casualty  &S^^!  i    ^'^  «»ompanied  the  tales 

retirement  and  rSShedS?  ^S  ^^^^.  *  wccessful 
Maubeugeon^'^'t^SfSl?*  f**"  «^  ^ 

therefore,  dfficult  ST^^^^'S^'"?  "  »  '^JwJe. 
ttd  Cavahy  Brigade  under  GeoSd  d^S^hUflli* 

-  ssMstriS^  :^'X?:^?^-^ 

column  of  sectioS  wh!^-5^*^  **"*  ^  *^  village  in 

«^al  1.500  remaSS^  Nfe^^  «?*k"".***  ^^  *h« 
«%hty  of  the  4th^Son  GuSJ.''!  ?*  9*  I^cers, 
'S^jHuMa^  tere^THid'^^^^^  J^ 

•onunand.    Qose  on  the  k..i.T!r  A.  ^ ^**  ""  <rf  the 

«'  by  Captain  Fnnei.  rT—Sr^.f*""'"  '■•.  breoglit 

the  cavahy  had  chan«dar~r^;   He  told  me  that 
«PPli«l^th  iiiS5rir^^*^»!±^^     ^^^  ^ 

<*»«  than  8oo^X  to^^i!!S '*^^*** »  Po^^ 
I--hadthat^?,l-^^f^and^^^^ 
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Four  generations  of  French  Refugee  fa.nily  in  one  far„,ca,t 
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theVc""  ^"  "^^^^  ^'  ^'"   subsequently  awarded 

"^^AU  ^^??V.^**  "*  forcTwoSS  S^t  off 
Gmeral  AUenby  with  his  Cavalry  Division  wTs  nn  *hl 

It/^  p'  *^'  5th  Division.^^  M«?y^«^^^^ 

iTe  G^nn^'inrtr^'LrL^^^^^ 
considerable  numbers  and  hSd^  sS  lor  th^ 

Pd^'?he"°ilL1  raTif:arba!Sc  ^'^ThTU 
cY?h?^,r^  ^'^  ^^~"  Guards^^in  aS'bl  J 
of  the  village  proper.  Away  on  the  left.  ♦  i  thTwe^of 
Audrc^es.  was  the  ist  Cavalry  BrSade  thr?,/? 
Hussars  occupjdng  a  waUed  f armVractSl^e  ^Jt  o^ 

int:::i'ben':r^i^jStG"^^^^^ 

which  had  to  deal  with  ^ot^GeZL^^r^^:^ 
coming  down  from  the  north.  ™aniiy  column 

Thus  the  2nd.  ist.  and  3rd  Cavalry  Briijades  were 

r  w  J!  ^*™^'  *PP^«^  *o  »>*  »  such  numbm 
ui  front  of  Audregnies  that  de  Lisle  eave  orH^.  V^ 

M^rtl^rH^^P*^^'  <=o«»nanding  the  9th1^ce4 
to  hold  the  Germans  at  aU  costs  and  to  ch^fff 
necessary.    One  of  our  batteries  was  not  ftr  frSS^  fh! 

;^e  and  the  noise  made  by  the  Germ^  SJusS^^^^ 
•ng  for  It.  and  by  our  guns  firing  a  reply,  was  inc^t 
.  By  some  shght  misunderstanding  of  the  vXf^l 
given  by  de  Lisle.  Colonel  CampbeU  tooklt^SThe  wS 
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convened  into  anrSn^?/    ^  ^°^  *  ^e  whfch 

fast  as  they  could  get  throSSIt  f oM?  J.^*  ^*  " 
tortuous,  and  thick  with  A,.f  ♦!.  '  v  ."  ^"^  narrow, 
across  the  fidd  whl^iwL  '  ^^^  ^  "«*  '^^  to  ride 
wire  fenc^      The  ^?h^  were  confronted  with  a  stoat 

after  t?^  xle  eJ^Jfefi^r^' ^^  ^*»»^  « 
at  the  approacJiS^JrlSS  ^'t^*^**  «"<«  difected 

opened ,d&maSe™S!l^fl.?  ?"?**"  ^'*»*^ 
estimated  at  ftW^SfiSSr?!^*?*P««tsvariouslJ 

no  getting  ac,^  4?  iJrf^?S?'i"*ff*-  There  wii 
done  was  to  ^^t^^Ij:  J.      ?"^y  *^»««  ^e^t  to  be 

affording  the  S^  such  f^.r'"  "^  ''°"*'  "»«» 
obtains.  SwingiT^arS  to^f  rfl*"'*"*^  ^"«^ 
mill,  then  out  fnfm  fWf         *"*  "«***  Past  a  sugv 

SScent  piSof'Tck'iSd^ST^  °'^ 

eastward,  then  twnS  »«f  h  ^'  *^?f  ^*P*  <»»  *<>  the 

the  raflw;y  mba^eS  oth^^  T^^  '^"^  '^^^'^  «' 

?i«^.  .bout  Wvm^^T.  a  .ol<r?i.''T?Si-  "" 
O^  casualty  u^t  faolud«,  .  Jiflic^'^^^S^ 

<1>Portuaity  to  retire  TOittarartTT?.?!*'*  ?"*" 
not  nuke  .  further  ra^e  w7fe.ST?  ""^  ** 
for  at  least  four  or  five  ho^S?^^  *5"  I^"" 
trooper.  .he™«.ve,.  a.  ^rSaf r^-^t  J^^,,  ST 
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ihe  severe  eB,u~™J,  ^™?  J™*  ?'»"  conduct  in 

oauy  wish  to  commend  the  true  cxvahv^irt^  Jrft 

on  parade  to-mSm,^*^  '"  •«  '<*>  «<>  »11  <u.its 

onginal  conies  of  tht-  «r^«.  j  ^^^  <»  <aie  of  the 
m?T.  ^v^' rf  ^"^"?  P^y  »k<»«?  it  t. 
<*«ige."  be  said  wiS  iTriT^l:  .,""»"  beU,  that 
be&ne.    Amwa?  t„  S5'    ■>"' '  "PPMe  «  bad  to 

-mt.h.v.S'wSih^r  ""'  '"*"  »*-•  « 
«ver  w^  ,.?S  r^tflrtav-GH'S* 
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*nd  slumbered  in  his  seat  ar>.  - 

'air  game  for  «Jly  ri^*    ^^^1^^^^^  considered 

awake  I  was  t^Za  !^*    7u'°^*  ^  ^*»  thoroughly 

Raman  roS^&toBivai%rF■^  ?^°."^  *^« 
looked  cool  and  refShinf  l^^i.        ,  ^.^^^  °'  Mormal 

past  it  along  th;tS5?o^.  *'f  ^^L^^  "  -«  ^P-n 
Smith-Dorrien's  2nd  CorpTthe  Z^  ™  •  -^^  ^*""*^ 
19th  Brigade  were  to  rSf'JL  t  ^n  P*^"*®".  and  the 
Haig's  it  CoiJs  was  to  m-^  Le  Cateau.  and  General 
of  the  For«t  of  M?1S?„°^'  '*''?*.»'  >"  the  eastern  side 
and  iUToml  M^J^^ ffiT  *^««*  I^ndrecie. 
on  the  road.  Aft^Sv^^^  *'  ^'"^^  ^*'«  »fr«»dy 
were  soon  back  in  LeSi^?  *  "'^^  ^*  ^'^^^d  and 

.tab^^^o/^L'^Sjf  r^e^yf J'  T--i«  in  the 
water-tap  and  trit^mv'Ji/l^**^***  *  ****^  '^der  a 
in  search  of  br^;!l"y/f  **** ^v«- 1  then  departed 

Blanc  Zde^e'coLSZV^^^''^  ^"  ^SUS 

were  crowdiii^Mfo:;™,        "  °l  ™''  F«>«  imixS^ 

matter  «  taUSJ^ ^h^  "''«'"• «««  »  triviS; 
^^1^^    «  Breakfast  or  dmner  was  not  to  be  worried 

ct^rw.ur5S^»"-™^e-nt 

ot^^'5,^l£t!^£;-rs^''" 

and  sat  for  a  time  S?en4  to^^J'*""^  ^^^^^"^"^ 
losses  of  the  daytlf^r^w^e  re^^^f?^-  «?«» 
heavy-heavier  than  later  thJ^n  *°  ^""^  *»««> 
A  staff  officer  told  m^  ttuhe^oJSS^PS^"*  *°.»»*- 
been  practically  Wiped  out.   A  f^^fp^Si  S^J 
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creeping  over  us  and  becoming  universal    Even  Gen«ir«l 
Wihon.  imperturbable  and  ^variably  of  gSd  SS^ 

^^'J!  ^°"  there  seemed  to  be  an  unusual  number 
about.  aU  wore  a  worried  look  on  their  faces. 

DrJmf^'iL"'"?"'^^"  *'°*'  ^*^  t»»e  ~"'»  fierce  glare 
promised  a  scorchmg  day.  The  British  troops  tired  had 

"ei^Xt^Th^.^"^"  *°  °^?^  needeSU'tJSe 
meir  start.    There  was  a  general  lack  of  understanding 

the&inn  *?>.''' "IT^"  "°«"^*  «'  »«y  details  of 
badlv  wSid  \t  "?*^»2*^*»  °'  Le  Cateau  were  very 
tS;  L,!^?^^'  ?^V^  ***^«  circulated  throughout 
the  countryside  to  the  effect  that  the  British  ^  wf - 
toed  a  CTushmg  defeat  and  were  being  driven  in  Si 
SfS^i^S?"'  a  r«n^,eless  enemy.     Tales  of  Ul£n 

?^£rs^'th^R*vTl*'"'^''^"^«-  TheFrSS 
Sf^n^*  *  ,  •?".S?'  ^y  "'^^^^^  northward  in 
tfte  fuU  pnde  of  its  strength,  and  had  wrapped  theiib, 

*^  A^h?o«**  **  f  »^*»<«'  «>nfid«t  that  SS  >S 
mvM^on.    The  British  retirer  lent  came  to  them  at  first 

Tu^aJ^H^*^*?*  *^-  ^"^^'^  ™dday  on  thai 
1  uesday.  driven  by  mad  rumours  of  any  and  aU  soS 

Bri-ilf''^""**/  "^^  ^  ''^  ^^^  to  the  southM^rd 

Between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  Le  Cateau  was  treatS 

A  ±  "f ^^°^  *^"«  ""^  ^^  Sordfifs  F?l?Ca^ 

Irft^r  r  °"  '?'■*  "^"^  '^o°»  o«r  right  to  oi 
xett  rear.  I  was  not  very  favourably  impressed  bv  their 
app^ance.  although  I  heard  that  in  the^uS  ^ 
of  the  campaign  they  had  used  their  sinister-loo^ 
b^k  lances  to  gcxKi  effect.  From  their  yeUo^iSl 
Mid  blue  tunics  to  their  red  breeches  they  appS-ed 

hkdy  at  so  early  a  stage  of  the  proceedings.  ^ 

The  Duke  of  Westminster  drove  upli  his  bie  car 
and  we  chatted  for  a  few  moments.  Int««8ttog  tSe^Sf 
a  car-load  of  Germans  shot  to  bits  anH  G«^ 
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Sy?ew''ae,-<- :;i2S-^  ^Sf^  to  pM.  . 
y«d  young  Robert  RothtSJu  2S^Jf  ^'^f  ^«^<l««tor. 
«J  •  French  Staff  XeT^iJl'^^^P  ^  *£?  «»ntfonn 
War.  wandered  about  ann.~S    ^Y'  ^-Minirter  of 

*"bi£S^  '^'^*     '^  ^  "^^^  '*  ■«»•<«•. 

on  thTBaSi'jiSS'^i,^  »  "«  to  the  vilbge  of  Cr»i« 

French'.  Staff.  SS^'J^ '^i^^hed  to  Sir  jSS 
o'  the  world  was  Rtt^t^  •!  '""^^^  »  that  part 
time.  French  cavS^Xt^^lJ"*  «  «  buwneu  at  thi" 
•nd  no  end  of  mxpS^^^^Z^i^^Ji^^  ^'«t.y. 
fach  of  the  road w  FwJ  ?<»«PO«»«rf  every  square 
the  hills  strSchJfiwaf  S  ife**  "^  vedettwIirS^ 
aeroplane  sailed  by  M^JS  "*^*  ?^ '«"•    A  G«maS 

U  C.ta.„  fr^  Hauiy.  ,  Sh^n^?-  ,"=«•  tot. 
^'rth  the  report  that  ♦li  /^  viua^e  north  of  Solesmea 

Jftilain  HehadbeStLlto^t1nil.?.f'^  '"«> 
tr«ns  of  the  19th  Brigade^  hTSL??!?'  *''*  ^'^•"^POrt 
i^  of  people  who  wire  prew^Tl^  *,^*  market-place 
The  Germans  were  ri<?t3^K°  I**^*  *^«  tWn. 
<*«tant.    A  bit  later  .Z^        ®  •**  ^<*^  kilometre 

tl^ttheUhiisweironTtwrkSTL'^  ^*^  *»»«^^" 
the  postmistress  camTtolLr5*^f*'^»y-  FinSuy 
she  had  received  trfl«rl«k-  •  *"**  "formed  him  that 
office  and  Se  her  *S^^e  "^?T^"^»  to  ZeZ 
JsbeUeve  the  report?^"?„  .k*"''"'  ^"  "alined  to 
Germans.  *^^  ^  *<»  the  proximity  of  the 

Thf  °gSd*wSi^1,TS''  h***  ^***''^.  *  <^«P  of  coffee 
coffee  quickly.  «d  tht  SSppS^'^.^  ^^^  tS 

-seemedtosettleonth^rRi^-J^-ili 
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*SL2!I***?*'  No  one  wai  in  light.  The  town  hwl  been 
abnhtdy  evacuated.  Seeker  confeMed  to  ft^Ti 
pjodiar  MTvousneu  on  finding  himself  the  lole  (^^t 

li!  JS  r^**  *•!  ^'^•y  *o  *^«  southward.  Mounting 
JSJ^'  ^1  *"'**!!«**1  **»•  *="  *o  •*«»  at  the  top  of  it  and 
demounted.  As  he  did  lo  he  descried  i  troop  rf 
Uhlans  riding  uito  the  town  from  the  other  side/ He 
jumped  into  his  car  and  tore  away  for  Solesmes.  leavinjr 
the  transport  train  of  the  19th  Brigade  to  whatm  fat? 
m^  have  overtaken  it.  u«cv«ri.ie 

Before  noontide  I  took  I^d  Loch  eutward  from 

F^SlSf'.  cSrS"**'  *^*  i!*»<l'»arters  of  Sir  Charles 
Fergusion  8  5th  Division.    The  evidence  of  my  eyes 

SS'tiL*^^****  ?!?•*  ^  ''^^  the  5th  Division  trSS 
had  been  descnbed  to  me  as  badly  hammered     Tht 

"!5"*V7  *V!^^  ^  ^°^  ***P«'  ««c«pt  for  tired  feet, 
and  the  artillwy.  horses  and  men.  in  fine  fettle.    Sow 

ofbattlew«*  here  and  th«-e  apparent.  Now  a  wounded 
offlcer  would  pass  mounted,  and  now  and  again  I  nw  a 
bjndaged  Tommy  in  the  line.  BattaliomC  n«i,wnts 
and  Bngadji  streamed  by.  inter^^rsed  withlorri«^ 
loaded  with  ammumtion.  Long  trains  of  motor- 
wigons  fuU  of  provisions,  sacks  of  flour,  meal,  and 
jKrtatoes.  boxes  of  biscuit,  half  beeves,  bales  of  horse 

«t  by  the  roadside  one  Battalion  turned  into  a  wheat 
fieW  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  another  BattaUon  into 
an  adjointag  field  on  the  left.  The  boys  puUed  down 
?il  *^l*  o^^h^t  and  made  beds  of  the  bundle? 
The  sky  had  become  mercifully  ckmded,  though  t  a 
day  was  hot  and  the  countryside  dry  and  dusty  Water 
was  at  a  premium.  I  soon  found  that  distributing  a 
swaUow  of  water  here  and  there  from  my  canteenmet 
withgreat  appreciation.  At  the  further  side  of  the  fieU 
soon  ^readthick  with  khaki-dad  figures,  was  a  faim^ 
busy  harvwtmg  his  shocks  of  grain  on  a  coupteS 
wagons.     Jufct   after  noon  we  heard   a  very  heavy 
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^l^^^nX^J^li:,^    report    r-ched 
the  French  i^cS^^J^Jt! SlTT^*  ^  "*«* 

Many  ^^^^hS^^^t^^ST'      . 
*^  the  road     a^!*i    V      *"*  «»h»n«is  of  trooDS 
P^^i^'u.t^i^olS^;^oi  two  or^V 

^i«naa  atrocities     TWi«-       *  ."^*»*««  talet  of 

f^  officer.'TX  niSfS  «  «52?''  1"^  ^''^^ 
luies  of  big  waffonT  «n^  ?!.      ^*^**^**"  *o  P*M  the 

line.  Now  and  then  a  UdvS^JTCS* ''*'*»  *»»• 
P««J.  walldng  beSnd  a?airtJl  i  ^**  •Ppearance 
«»ndchattehrAt^nJl.»![™**i****«^  ^th  good* 
•  Wry  coSLki'Sffl',i^i~lT^^W«ked*X 
*nd  other  acc^S^S* 'V**^'  '^***  •^  **»  Prenet 
MorerefugeeT^ttLl*  ^««»q»*rter.  .ta£f  oST 

•»d  tired,  b«t%rfh  veS^}e^.i^S^  ?°^  ^"^  i^ 
I  b^an  to  notice  a^SL^2?*'*"  *"  evidence. 

English  troopers  aW«  SSL     ?^  ~"'*^«-    The 
Bkely  than^burTIueiSST***'  •^  '^•r*  more 
cattle.    To^TFr^^^J^^^y"^^*o{tbeir 
matter  for  how  long  a  tinS? ZS*f*  dismounted,  no 
i«d««irare.    French  SoSSi^^L^J^****'  ''^ 
contrast  the  Britiri,  hoiSSTlcSS^  ^  *?*^'  *«»  ^n 
condition.    Thus  for  ^J^^**  »  the  best  poMible 
w  way  here  and  thJ?  -i^  «"  so  we  slowly 'pSed 
field,  iir  4r1hSS£  ofSt^^fn'^^^'^^thS 
the  harvest.    We  W«e  dooSS^  *^'?  ^*^  '^^ 
the  middle  of  lines  SS>nMS2^J°*  "^^  *^«  <>*y  « 
long  lines  of  refug^  gSg^^^  ^  *^?f «.  with  eoilly 

dust.    Ox  carts.  horsTcStsJS*^' "f  *^*  ^  ©^ 
sixUttlechildreninit^^' J^i,*  ^«°kqr  ^  with 

.never.t<.be-fo^otten1^rw^^,^^«^^ 
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pain,  apathy— the  drifting  faces  made  a  heart-breaking 
pietiire.  Now  and  then,  but  rarely,  some  French 
refngees  would  pass  in  a  private  motor-car,  usually  of 
ancient  type.  The  number  of  mothm  carrying  babies 
through  the  dust  and  heat  seemed  out  of  all  reasonable 
prq>ortion  to  the  rest. 

When  we  returned  to  Le  Cateau  at  two  o'clodc  we 
found  that  G.H.Q.  had  moved  back  to  St.  Quentin.  I 
requisitioned  a  half  kud  of  bread  and  a  tin  of  bullyJiieef 
from  a  passing  suppty  lony  and  made  a  splendid 
luncheon.  A  hnia  wave  resulted  in  aiq>lication  at  the 
chemist's  shop  for  bottled  waters.  Half  a  dozen  of 
Vichy  were  produced  and  at  (mce  stowed  away  in  the 
car  for  future  use,  as  water  was  precious.  Aeroplanes 
sailed  overhead  and  refugees  drifted  southwards  until 
neither  attracted  further  attention.  Westminster  told 
me  that  our  sddiers  bronght  down  one  <A  the  German 
aeroplanes  that  were  rec<mnoitring,  its  petrol  taidl 
punctured  by  a  rifle  bullet.  The  pitot  and  observer 
were  shot  as  the  machine  b^an  to  descend. 

A  Ttpcxt  was  prevalent  that  the  Russians  luid  had  a 
success,  and  the  good  news  was  eagerly  seized  upon  and 
passed  from  Up  to  hp. 

In  mid-afternoon  I  ran  to  Bertry,  Geneial  Smith- 
Dorrien's  headquarters,  with  Lord  Loch.  Womaa, 
children  and  girls,  the  only  inhal»tants  remaining,  were 
in  the  streets  in  force  and  greatfy  excited.  A  Battalion 
of  Jocks  had  come  into  the  town,  aiul  evoy  native  was 
vastly  interested  and  amused  by  the  brawny  kiU-dad 
men  £rom  the  orth.  The  tocal  baker  diq^osed  of  his 
rtock  of  huge  nund  relet  oi  bread  in  as  short  a  time 
as  it  iock  iot  him  to  exchange  it  for  the  modest  sum  it 
bronght  him.  Pretty  girls  at  the  roadside  with  tempting 
pitchers  of  beer  were  cate  iog  for  the  wants  of  the 
soldiers.  We  came  round  a  comer  upon  a  W.  aad  G. 
taad,  which  brought  a  smile  and  a  fleeting  thought  of 
the  contrast  between  its  former  service  and  its  picaent 
occiqwtion.    The  2nd  Army  Corps  was  w«U  hi  pliwe 
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hons  were  divirl<>H  «,♦!  ^.  •  *"•  The  first  Batta- 
trenches  ^ere  b^  ^^^  IZ'S^ X^'^' -"^^  -^ 
over  roadside  firM^    ^         ^  ^*^®  ^S^  merrily 

prisoner  in  the^stS  a  c^?«.*^*  ^  ^•™*" 
Jonunies.  A  mere  Sd  L%rf?^ '*f  Y^  °' **~' 
downcast  eyes  and  p^fa?-  ??i^^*^^^«'  '^th 
whelmed  by  the  thS*.'  *  ^**™**  absolutely  over- 
filled the  rS^^ifd  r^lfef^?*  «^  *h«  «»bS;  tl^t 
tions  in  a  very  r^5^S    hun  screaming  impreca- 

*» they  Uy  on  thefi-M ^k  !!,  .,^*^  ^  wounded 
beUevid-I  wondle^lh J^'^fT^  ^^  *»^«»  could  be 
Hun  was  ^t^^^Z  *^V"^  «"«o»  o'  «»^ 

^^?pto«^;?2tin?n^kST""  **  *^*  ^'^  *»' 

morning,  it  was  stfn  in^S  u  ®?  "'^o  Cambrai  in  the 
«ft3;  aJf  t£f  s"rS^??**^'»^  '^^  ^^^^  ^n  the 
tbe  town.  At  si  oV:£k  1  .„f  ^^^  T?"  "o*  '"  ^o" 
T^  later  devZ^'^Jo  a  coH V^'f^-'*^  '^^^' 
tbi*  but  welcc^.  t1^'?^  ^^«'  yJ»i<=b  was  any. 
Mother  ^>asm  of  ^dt^Jl  ^*®*"  townsfolk  had 
•cout  whThS  be^^SS?  *''' V  ^«™««  bicydc 
balf-wavbetwLr    /-^"^h*  °**^  Beauvais.  a  viiwl 

«to«rling  bSSe  mouiSSS"'*^?' J^°™«»  '^^h  » 
•ppearance.  PJunfuuJ72rtd  Af  ?J?k?L.."^  *n«»fc 
oh.  so  thankful  foSnS^  the  hostile  crowd,  and. 
«  great  s^H  rSLrftS^i^^^K*  °'  «^<1«'  be  heavi 
out  of  tiS^hl^th^TjS'^^^:^^^  *^  gateway 
knees  shook^eihhL^?"«»»^^«"chcro,;d.    hJ 

At  th»  moment  Westminster  was  arranging  a  depar- 
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ture  with  a  couple  of  staff  officers  for  a  run  in  his  car 
akmg  the  frwit.    He  placed  in  the  car  a  couple  of  rifles 
and  a  belt  of  ammunition  taken  from  two  of  the  soldiers 
A  very  youthful  Tommy,  closely  observant  of  every 
detail  of  the  proceedings,  connected  the  arrival  of  the 
spy  and  the  arming  of  the  car.  and  said  to  me  in  an  awed 
whiqna-,  "  Where  are  they  going  to  take  him  to  shoot 
him  ?  "   The  youngster  was  ahnost  disappointed  when 
I  explained   that  an  enemy's  scout  in  uniform  was 
entitled  to  aU  the  privUeges  of  the  most  respected 
prisoner  of  war.    "  /  would  not  let  him  go  sneaking 
around  ^ying.    I'd  shoot  him,"  he  insisted.    A  couple 
of  mmutes  after  I  saw  him  sidle  up  to  the  German  boy 
who  had  been  returned  from  his  interview  with  "  Intelli- 
gence," and  furtively  offer  him  a  cigarette.    Ten  minutes 
later  I  asked  the  British  boy  if  he  still  thought  the 
juvenile  German  should  be  summarily  executed.    My 
Tommy  grinned  sheephhly  and  said  grudgingiy,  u 
though  ashamed  of  the  sentiment  expressed,  "  Oh,  well 
I  suppose  the  poor  beggar  has  to  do  just  the  same  as 
we  do."    I  found  the  British  Tommy  was  more  often 
than  not  annoyed  when  discovered  at  some  kindly 
action.  '' 

That  night  I  ran  to  St.  Quentin.  The  rain  had  set  in 
doggedly.  Passing  provision  and  ammunition  trains, 
with  artillery  and  cavalry  occupying  a  considerable 
share  of  the  roadway,  the  slippery  pmo/  played  all  sorts 
of  tricks  in  the  way  of  unnsoal  and  unexpected  skids. 
The  one  and  a  half  hours  of  that  run  south  seemed  to 
occapy  a  much  longer  period.  In  passing  a  motor- 
cycBrt  at  good  speed,  the  back  part  of  a  car  in  front  of 
us  brushed  him  off  his  machine.  He  slid  thirty  feet, 
caning  to  rest  in  front  of  my  car  and  in  the  full  glare 
of  my  headlights  as  I  skidded  sideways  to  avoid  paarinc 
over  him.  We  picked  him  up.  straightened  his  handl^ 
bars,  and  bent  a  pedal  into  place.  Finding  him  by  no 
means  incapacitated,  we  mounted  him  and  started  him 
on  again.    I  was  surprised  he  was  able  to  ride.    Bat 
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<*m>«iBv«t        ^^  Exprtitioiiaiy  Force  bon 

t"™!  to  care  far  ajnio':       *     •  """*•  •«•  I  wa»  too 
At  three  o'elnrb'  <«J  al 

««<»  Witt  .  m^u S^",  "  ">  ?»««nt«  rSs 

«o  unlunffiar  with  tSra!S!7'  *?**  ^  ^^  »  any  ctte 
;Jnjiy.  that  a  <S3to^SSSa"^^P  «*  '^  ^^ 
«»poMd  Sir    John   FwSf  *****J"*''^J»ttroope 

«*  Cdipt  wa.^^'^LTK!*' «««»»«  that  ^ 

Sl??^  5tt'aS^<S?ft£S2rin"*tS*i5  ^sj 
Soiith-Donin'.  •-r««^^!-.?^*'^"*  ">  the  and  Div^m 

ss  .t  X  ttii'Sr»*s;^3r'4 

2*i«»  •»«SthafaSS'^-^!J*  '^^ 
&£*£fe*.  '*<S^5^1tiS.2*J^  *»* 


mnto  endoKe  1  laum  fc—Ti  »,- 
ir  <leti»i«in.^i!j  ^!??  '^^Sf 


4*  ««•  5th  croS;  BrtSS^  '^?'  '«ra7»3r 

P«*i«B  «  Jnt  U^jwi?'  *?^  too  me  fiiS^ 
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pot  me  in  much  better  touch  with  the  trend  of  events 
The  morning  dawned  clear  and  cool.  I  was  asked  U 
I  taiew  the  road  to  Le  Cateau.    I  repUed  that!  had 

^h*  r'^TK  *^*  "^H  *^*°'"*'  *"d  Z^  quite  famaUr 
with   It.    Thereupon   I   was  ordered   to   proceSto 

rwe  It  was  evident  that  the  day  would  be  a  scorcher 

in  front  of  us  the  mcreasing  sound  of  guns  tod  of 
strenuous  battle.  I  do  not  know  the  Sme  of  the 
officer  who  was  my  passenger,  nor  do  I  know  whether 

pr^tlSSr^/t^J  "?«^y  ^  -^^^"^  some'slTg: 
presentunent  of  the  day's  events  came  over  him.    In 

appearance  he  was  a  confirmed  pessimist.  I  questioned 
h^  as  to  the  general  situation,  and  he  told  LvChe 

T  The  oX^LL°  v^*  ^s  taking  place  in  front  of 
us.  ihe  officer— a  Major— told  me  Haig's  Corns  haH 
been  attacked  in  Landrecies  the  nightbefore  and  a 
severe  all-night  battle  had  resulted^  The  M^jortas 
mider  the  mipres«on  that  the  retreat  of  thi  whSe 

?iJ«t?  "7a  u^^  .*""  ^*^  "^""^  *P««i  on  the  day 
before,  would  be  continued  to  the  stShward.  As  we 
drew  nearer  to  Le  Cateau  our  progress  was  rendlr!!? 
increasingly  difficult  by  conge^oT^  tT^c 'w  ^ 
manner  of  horse  and  motor  transport.  The  battle  in 
front  of  us  was  gradually  developinrand  soon  the  Wd 
o  guns  became  a  continuous  roar.  Apparently  the 
h^l.T^'^'  ^*  Smith-Dorrien's  coLmand^  h^ 
a^ancS^  ""^"^"^  ^^  *"  ^^^^^^  German 

At  the  edge  of  Le  Cateau  a  cavahy  officer  told  us  the 
19th  Brigade  were  hoMing  the  town^d  Gen<^SBriffi! 
and  his  ist  Cavahy  Brigade  were  at  Catillon.  a  Se 
four  or  five  miles  to  the  east  of  us.  Briggs'  forced 
he  was  our  only  protection  on  the  right  flank.  He^ 
not  know  where  Haig  might  be  with  his  1st  cJiJs 
We  told  him  of  H»ig*s  fight  at  Landrecies.  and  Vhe^^ 
of  us  pored  over  my  map  long  enough  to  make  up^ 
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^^^^  i"T?***r  *  gap  had  been  left  between  Le 

W^J^t  ^f  ^it'f  ""**•'.**'  «even  or  eight  mUe.. 

wewerenght.    That  gap  existed.    It^throiich 

that  gap  that  the  German  firces  were  to  bTJSln 

cavalry  force  in  front  of  them,  and  compelling  the 
retirement  of  the  right  of  Feigusson's  5th  Di?S  ^ 
the  consequent  retreat  of  the  whole  line.  '^'^°°' •*» 
K  ♦S^^..*^  *"7**  **°*  "^^^  the  reverberations  of 

We  ran  to  Bertiy  and  stopped  by  the  railway-staUon 

had  the  day  b^ore  enfiladed  a  trench  full  of^oth 
LMicasWres  of  the  7th  Brigade  and  "  w^<S  t^ 
one  of  them,  except  one  subaltern  and  fi^men  WS 
maclune-gmi  fire.  *^  That  story  was  the  forSS.?5 
half  a  hundred  smular  ones  I  was  to  hear  during  tb! 
nS^riv*;;  ^r^!^  commands  completely  amiS&.lJ 
»****  ^.•°-  .^xt*""*  **'*«°  wondered  if  I  missed  any  ine 
Battahon  of  the  2nd  Corps  from  out  tW^tiS*^^ 

of  British  trooi^wou^d  have  crossed  the  Ifanieaw 
to  the  southward  a  few  days  later.  As  soon;.  fSi 
retreat  ^  in  full  swing  I  heSi  the  mo^^S^^ 
stones  of  contmgents  wiped  out.  destroyed  tothekZ 
man-jave  always  the  sole  survivor  whJ  told  the  tafe 
The  t^en^  to  exaggerate  casualties  was  by  no  m«M 
confined  to  the  lower  ranks.  «»«wis 

JiMt  after  sevm  o'clock  a  car  drove  up  and  Gene«l 
Stt  Horace  Smith-Dorrien  alighted.  He  haS  ^^mTJI 
the  station  to  tdephone  to  Sfr  j7lm  F,Sm^  ^t  I^ 
the  south  at  St.  Quentin.    General  sSSr^S^^^S 

away  m  front  of  us  were  a  sham  ^ht  i~»«««g 

I  gathered  the  "  situation  "  in  Bcrtryas  it  could  have 
been  gamed  nowhere  else  that  moraiiw        ^^ 

General  Smith-Dorrien  had  under  his  direct  command 
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^^  ^*u  ?*^*^«»  **  ^»  3rd  and  5th  Dtvisiong 
rrtired  ioathward.  and  General  AUenbv'i  Ca^v 
Divwon  were  under  the  orders  of  GHO  WiflTSi 
Zl^.J^'K'9'^  Brigade.  i.^?„  art^'^J 
the  front  been  pushed  up  hurriedly  to  the  CcrndSMTn^. 
l«e  and  stfll  more  hurriSuy  puUed  a^ylrSSTft 

hJlSei'^K^^S'^"'  •"  ^?y  ^°"«^  *»»^»^  Corps 
uwi  reacnea  tne  Le  Cateau  position  on  the  ^ctk  -.^ri. 

^i  h^iiiS*  *  "^^"^  ^^"W  be^de  on^hlt  li^fv^^ 
f^^?°Tl"  'i^*  "*°  Le  Cateau  in  Se  eJ«in^S 

"•'"'bu:^^/?^';^::?^*"*-^^^^^^^ 

Mv  ««•  -,^  Smith-Dorrien,  "  I  cannot  retire  further 

Slh  '^^  ^'"^  ***  *=°*^  "°*  ge*  his  men  furthS- 
TW  r^"*"'  T^  '***•  Von  Kluck  was  pressiLoS 
^ee  «tra  corps  had  been  swmig  round  fr^lS^^e^: 
Jjrd  to  crumple  and  turn,  if  nSt  envelop!the  iSd 
Wt  A  smashmg  blow  at  the  advancing^«nv  mSht 
mif*^  off  till  nightfaU  of  the  26th  afd^r^ 

bJLU-Sl^'t'Jr  '^*  "»°"^^S  o'  Wednesday 

«.  th.  „ght  rmr  o«  the  jth  DivM.^   B^s  »«" ^ 
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norses  and  men  were  so  worn  out  that  SordTJ  r«!i!i     ! 
come  UD  and  ioin  i««i<*  m^*u  *u  aoraet  cotud  not 

continue  tl»  fchffm™.  JJ  i     ""!?"  J"™  ••»"  »' 
yS?S^  a  ^  3«"»  «»t  in  not  Ming  bS 

walk*  Sfther."  V^eS-  oJ^iSTfr  X"''  I" 
tiang  for  than  to  do  mbm«L^-t^:^^.'^y 
d«n.«d fight.    Bothn.yiU.S'^^^*^'','^';^ 
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.^  nJr?  li*     M  • .  ^  ^®P*  'o""  "O'ne  French  support  on 
SL TnJ  T  K  ^y  "»»t™<=«on»  to  the  Divi  Jiie  S 

cw  we  are  forced  back.  AU  we  can  do  under  the  circnm 

bomeone  who  heard  General  Wilson  ♦««  ^T^f* 
•^>^  Gen^,  '^  "^'  *°  sSIdoSS,  S^conTuaiSf 

rv^hL?dSh/°"i  ''°^''."  *^«  °°Jy  cheerful  thtoi 
I  ve  fteard  for  three  days.   Give'emhdll"  ^ 

And  he  did. 

and  rVrf  "'^♦^^P  ^  ®*'*'y  ^  ^^^  back  to  St.  Quentin 
T„  c?S:  "^^.^  "y  pessimistic  major.  ^ 

our  R  i  P"?*"  ^  '^^  ^^y  Rawlinson.  a  member  of 
«ir  R.A.C.  Corps  and  a  brother  of  General  Sk  H   V 

5*I?^T    "**«WmeofthefightarSdred«t£ 

:  ^^*«ene  I       They  rushed  our  thin  line  ofniifno^ 

SfSr'thf  ?"'^*  \^*^y  "  theSeets  o?  tSt^' 
before  the  Guards  had  time  to  complete  any  briSd^ 
«  even  regmiental  formation.  On?  GuiSJ  SSS 
placed  his  men  on  either  side  of  the  roadwav  crmSSS 
on  the  pavement  with  their  backs  to  SSsT^ 
t^lTr  °' ^"^'^^  had  filled  the^STiJ^ 

rT.k-         ^'    ^^  <*"«  Street  and  another  British 

m  the  German  ranks.     Rawlinson's  carburett^  w«S 
wrong  m  the  dark  and  in  the  middle  oHhe  aU^k  a?] 
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hii  motor-car  rdttMd  to  move.  After  the  fi«rr.  r.T».- 

i^£h^l^x!^y!^i^''*  °'  Undrecie..  .ettin?SJ 
lo  ine  nouses.  With  his  car  pushed  to  the  lid*  S  ttl 
pavement  in  the  pitch  dark.  TTJLi^  batt^^ 
•rtJkn;  just  missing  him  hy  inchJ7,^^tiiS2r?«2 
djjm  his  carburettor,  effected  his  repdr.  and  ^S?  it^ 

On  the  edffe  of  the  fierce  night  fight   in  which  th. 

SZv  t  *7*?*^*^  *°.  "^«*y  of  their  nSJil^  Su2  ^ 
thirty  to  forty  wounded,  and  the  Germans  tefthSwSn 
800  and  900  dead  in  the  streets--inWXe^  «SlS 

ing  position— in  the  dark  and  rain  bv  th«  fi»A.i  11  T» 
of  bursting  sheUs  or  burning  S^;e^^Xw^ 
motoTH^r  repair  under  difficulti«  ^  ^^ 

in.^1SrS,lf  K^?*=^~  •*  '°^  »'<^»«k  in  the  mora- 

gLd^sPef  t?-Ara.-  5S.t£  S 
cootmued  <»  the  main  road  soutfc  to  GtSe 

Le^t^^  ♦?  "**^'.  *»'  '^*>**  ^  SEng  place  at 
Le  Cateau  as  the  mominf  wore  aiMv    i-**  *^T^^ 

officer  and  the  French  i^ervS  iSSI^.k  f"™* 
production  o<  puK>  or  ottoJiSS^  tT?  ■  *" 

P«t  m  the  .^g^ent.  mort  of  wmSi  ;M^ci  ^ 
stMd  on  account  of  the  rapidity  irtth  wMch  «,f^' 
war.  «,pre,«d  on  both  ,id.f,  I  fStXTte  L^?!^ 
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2^P«..  f  .h.  cr.    H.  T?v.°'mrt?v«':  SJ^J 
-^i^wSr^^l  ***•  ^0'^'«  o'  arrwwiiur  office*  for  r  h  n 

that  to  rS  Vh.I.'^Sf  .."[S?"^  '  '«•«»* 
the  nttebttSnTo^  M^thSSili^  '  •*""•  involved  In 

the  train.  "d^S?h^V^„*"j^^«''«-««atteredalang 

S.  Q«2r*CH0°^°'  "2°?"  •«  -float  in 
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was  standing  in  front  of  the  Maine  with  two  or  three 
oth«|s  when  a  number  of  officers  came  out.  and  jumping 
hastUy  mto  the  cars,  started  away.  It  would  heiooUsh- 
ness  to  aUege  that  the  general  tendency  was  one  of 
conaposure.    I  was  the  last  to  leave,  and  had  not  pro- 
ceeded  twenty  feet  before  a  rear  tyre  burst.    The  Mairie 
was  on  the  north  side  of  St.  Quentin.    The  officers  in 
my  car  left  it  for  a  passing  lorry  with  the  idea  of  picking 
up  some  staff  car  in  the  centre  of  the  town.    Time 
drags  under   such  circumstances,   and  as  dusk  was 
approaching  I  managed  in  replacing  the  burst  tyre  to 
bujigle  one  or  two  simple  operations  which  speUed 
K:    A  motor-cyclist  stopped  for  a  moment  and  told 
me  that  the  road  from  Le  Cateau  would  thenceforth  be 
impassable  for  cars  owing  to  the  lines  of  troops  and 
transport  coming  over  it.    Considering  where  he  had 
been  and  what  he  had  seen  he  was  not  over-pessimistic, 
though  he  was  frankly  of  the  beUef  that  very  Uttle  of 
Snow  s  4th  Division  remained,  if  indeed  much  of  Smith- 
Domen  s  army  would  get  away.    The  retirement  on 
the  right  he  thought  would  result  in  the  4th  Division 
on  the  left  being  surrounded  and  cut  off. 

With  this  unpalatable  news  I  finally  got  under  wav 
for  Noyon,  which  I  reached  at  a  late  how. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Just  before  midnight  as  I  was  turning  in,  Borritt,  the 
member  of  the  R.A.C.  corps  who  usually  transmitted 
orders  from  Major  Evans  of  G.H.Q.  Staff  to  the  R.A.C. 
drivers,  came  to  my  billet  and  told  me  that  a  volunteer 
was  required  for  a  precarious  piece  of  work.  Borritt's 
insistence  that  the  driver  must  volunteer  for  the  job, 
and  the  general  air  of  mystery  in  which  he  wrapped  it, 
roused  my  curiosity.  I  could  only  elicit  from  him  at 
first  that  whoever  drove  the  car  which  was  required 
for  the  mission  in  hand  would  be  called  upon  to  dash 
through  one  or  possibly  more  towns  that  were  in 
German  hands.  Pressure  elicited  the  further  informa- 
tion that  no  news  had  come  to  G.H.Q.  from  General 
Smith-Dorrien  during  the  evening,  and  just  how  much 
of  the  Left  Wing  of  the  Army  remained,  and  where  it 
was,  was  unknown.  Therefore,  if  a  message  did  not  come 
from  the  2nd  Corps  by  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  a 
staff  officer  was  to  be  sent  by  car  to  establish  com- 
munication with  whatever  might  remain  of  Smith- 
Dorrien's  Conunand. 

When  I  learned  that  Loch  was  the  staff  officer  who 
had  been  chosen  for  this  mission  I  was  glad  to  volunteer 
to  act  as  his  driver.  I  had  cut  away  the  exhaust  of  my 
car  and  rendered  it  unusually  noisy.  As  this  did  not 
appear  to  be  an  advantage  in  such  circumstances,  I  woke 
Jimmy  Radley,  an  R.A.C.  comrade,  and  obtained  his 
permission  to  use  his  Rolls-Royce  car  for  the  journey, 
in  case  I  should  be  called  upon  to  make  it.  Before 
retiring  I  spent  an  hour  in  becoming  familiar  with  any 
little  eccentricities  of  Radley's  car  and  putting  in  its 
tank  twelve  precious  gallons  of  petrol  which  I  had 
conserved  in  the  tonneau  of  my  car  against  emergency. 
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It  was  after  one  o'cloclr  in  ♦!.- 
»Ieep    and  before  tl^2\^^%"°r»»f  when  I  got  to 
subaltern  attached  to  G  H  O^'  1 1****^  ^^^  Scot. 
I  was  to  dress  and  uroc^'S'  ^'^^^^  ««  and  toM  me 
jojt  no  time  in  tuS^^f*  tS- **  "«d<l"^<«.    I 
interesting  experien^tSiwlS"^^  '^^  «»  ^r  an 
•wly  morning  excursiSi     rJIl^  ^  *  somewhat  perilous 
found  that  newslSSlome  f«^1if**'^  *^«  ^^I 

;«rning.   ThefrnLwS*S.f°'*''"^*^°"«h««ttie 
<rf  the  enemy.  whS  a^cS^  1,^2^?! '^*^  *hose 

J-kwir.  conld  make  no  hid^v  ^^.  "^^^  P*^**' 
fire.  ""  neaaway  agamst  our  devastating 

With  four  or  fiv*  r^-^. 
our  artillery  had  f^hT^T  but^'.^T  »  *«=«<« 

At  about  two  o'clwk  in  «S^S '  ^"*  "^^^  ^^^^^  Joss, 
to  Geneial  Smith-^ii^  ?  *^*?«oon  word  had  come 

that  the  GeS^nV^S  Ws'Zttnk""'"  ^"«"^ 
the  men  of  the  5th  DiviSon^lL    u-  ^*  ^  hot  that 
awayfrom  thetrSchw  Tvl?.'**^;!^  *°  dribble 
?«™ans  were  taWnf  adva.?i?**T  ?°^*^  that  the 
Undredes   ean  TrJS^  advantage  of  the  Le  Cateau- 
ryained^'buftS^^?:];"^   *^<«JShit.     ^S^ 
rrtirement.  begimiing  on  the  ^r«S?*?"  k'?""  *  ^-^uS 
The  troops  onthe  left  w«e  toSv?^h  ^?*'  ^**  «»^«n. 
thqr  saw  the  line  on  ThSr  ri?*  ,i^*^  *'"*"'=^«  when 
5th  Diviston  had  left  the  IW^     ?*™«-    When  the 
to  the  westward,  ^e^^^^^^         and  4th  Division! 
Up  to  the  time  of  r^S  JL"°"»«  H*'k  in  turn, 
been  great,  but  as  the  m^SM     ^««^«es  had  not 
hne  the  German  gunneS^^I^K**?',  ^'  *^«  t^ch 
It  was  marvelkST  tS^^?**  ^^^  '^h  sheU. 
^-^ed.    General  Sm^-C^^lS  Std^ 
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tably  to  secure  an  orderly  withdrawal  from  the  position 
and  prevent  a  rout.  Had  the  Gemians  been  a  few  hours 
later  on  our  right  much  of  our  subsequent  confusion 
might  have  been  saved. 

Fergusson's  retirement  commenced  by  3.45  p.m.,  and 
before  four  o'clock  the  whole  line  was  falling  back. 

Reaching  St.  Quentin  at  half-past  eight  in  ^he 
evttung.  and  finding  that  Sir  John  French  and  G.H.Q. 
had  gone  south  to  Noyon.  Smith-Dorrien  came  on  to 
Sir  John's  headquarters,  after  an  effort  to  arrange  for 
railway  trains  for  his  wounded  and  exhausted  men 
arriving  between  one  and  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

He  soon  woke  up  his  chief  and  reported  the  situation 
then  hurried  back  to  the  work  of  getting  his  scattered 
forces  together  again. 

The  need  for  staff  officers  at  St.  Quoitin  being  impera- 
tive, every  available  man  was  hurried  to  some  point 
where  he  could  assist  in  the  directing  of  the  entangled 
units.  A  convoy  of  three  or  four  cars  was  soon  need- 
ing away  to  the  north,  and  not  long  after  dawn  had 
reached  St.  Quentin. 

I  suffered  an  annoying  delay  m  rouU.  Before  leavimr 
Loodon  I  had  requisitioned  a  couple  of  German-made 
metal-rtudded  tyres  as  spares.  The  metal  tread  of  one 
of  these,  whkh  I  had  put  on  a  back  wheel,  came  adrift 
and  fiendishly  wound  itself  about  a  mudguard  so  I 
had  to  chisel  away  the  entire  guard  to  get  it  kNMe,  the 
metal  being  bent  down  and  buried  in  the  aide  of  the 
tyre.  The  wheel  refused  to  revohre  until  I  had  removed 
the  obstructirai.  When  one  is  in  so  great  a  hurry  a*  wt 
were  that  morning  an  operation  of  this  kind,  performed 
m  the  dark,  has  its  disadvantages.  The  country  of 
origin  of  that  tyre  was  more  than  .once  casually  men- 
tioned during  the  stop. 

The  morning  of  Thursday,  August  aTth,  found  us  in 
the  direct  path  of  what  in  the  early  hours  of  the  day  we 
beheved  to  be  but  the  remnant  of  the  shattered  Lrft  of 
the  British  Army.    Like  the  dawn  of  the  day  before. 
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««»»«•  ^.  The  D^^t  mn    ^""'  P^°«ising  a  hot 

«««  and  strange  J^Ss    ^'  ^"«"''*  =*7th.  saw  rare 

a  ^e^rtS:  "[tt^^h  T^y  had  been  through 

that  <^pl^  itXfZ7'oX^'?  '^.*^^  ^'^^ 
knows  why."  hiLidreds^  j^S^S.  *°  "*^«-  "  Gawd 
vastness  of  the  scale  of  oJiSf  T^  "^-^'^^^  The 
the  General  Staff  itself  a?S^!i^'u^®  uncertainty  of 
«n«amequartersof Xfitfd  °an"'*  ^^^  '^as  happening 
of  the  «nk  and  file  ^to  wCllS  h'^''''^'*^  «»°^ancl 
than  in  their  own  immed^afl  *«^d  happened  elsewhere 
discouragement         "^•^la**  vicmity.  aU  tended  to 

foof  Sdi!SfsL«2  Sl^  lo-s  as  the  German 
Anny  had  taken  a^^^'!J;K^t«au.  the  British 
than  totally  unnt:^*"^  ^^'^  ««»«i  to  many  of 

thg;  are  Poured  forwa^  is^^^J?^**'  **  'ast  as 
90ch  occupation  for  a  scai^„i?„  ^"J^-  To  leave 
comrades  Sling  to  liKSTi  ^^'^  *  shell-swept  fieU 

-'^c.!^rE^e  £f  ^^^^ 

T««1^?<^et-Ser^i^^^^^^  ^^  ^^ 

convinced  tha?  th^' mt^^r'^^y  »»i*ed.  each  group 

-urvivorsof  theL  SdivW^'^*;;*  T*^^  *he^? 
confounded  was  only  toTl;^^^'  ^**"^»^<»  woj 

re-fonning  an  anny  TCt  Ld  L  °  southward,  of 
form,  was  the  task  set  bit    ^  °^'  semblance  of 

St  Quentin  that  moiSng'S^sun^  11^^"®^"'  ^ 
them  long  to  set  about  i  5^""P' ,  ^*  ^^  not  take 
along  the  main  rout^Wh  tJ^t^  ^'^^^^  there 

"*ougn  tne  town,  each  oflfcer  of 
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-  Ills  ^^  '^-  -<■  ^  "x^^k'JS^. 

The  wounded  were  in  considerable  numbers     Amhn 
lances  drew  up  at  the  railway-station  «?uSJad^  A 
couple  osw,^  little,  old  French  la^  bTstTedlul 

waf s!Sf  work*  f*,'  J^*"*".^  *  "*^*^-^"  *^*t  »o™i»g 
iSJ  far  Cm  ?h.  u  • '  '"^^^  ^*'*  '^  *«  overflowing 
fi?  K  /        .  *^®  ****"*  *  wounded  officer,  his  vitalitv 
all  but  spent,  was  placed  in  my  car.    I  t<Sk  hK 

cnest,  he  said  with  a  pale  smile   "  I'w  Iwm»  «iJ!.,* 

Ses'^n  sjbS  ssrrsisste*..""^*^'^-  ^- 

an?!/?**?^'  P~'  '^^"P'  **  *^°"SJ»  he  had  reached  care 
and  attention  none  too  soon.  «*«-««»  care 

^  ^or  a  time  I  was  to  act  as  usher  at  a  point  a  bit  north 
^d  ♦o&'^^k"'-  i^^*^  «"  *^«  ^~d  by  a  staff  offit^ 
SJ  d^tJ^rK*"'  ?•"  *^'  *^*^  variouJ  units  w«To 
™?f^^'  'u^^°*  *®  »**"^  »>y  a  French  lady  who 
jath  her  daughters,  was  supplying  coffee.  steS^g^o?' 
to  the  passing  Tonunies.  ^^umig  am. 

tio^f'^'^Si  '??**  *^*  ^^  «ffi^«^'«  parting  instnic- 

mZ"  he^d  ^^h."P  "  y""  keep^J  on  X 
move,  ne  said.  They  are  verj'  downhearted  Trfl 
h«n  anything,  but  cheer  them  uj.  T^ey^efot  thS 
talk  down  a  bit.  but  they  are  Veally  iu  S  Z 
wonder  they  are  tired  !  Worn  out  to  h^  S'  tlS 
6gh  mg  all  day.  only  to  come  back  aU  ?^ht^o  ^ 
no  food,  no  sleep-poor  devils!    Yes.  thevlre  ^ 

'-Sl^^up.^^  '^  -^^  '^  «^'  -<^  ^^- •- ^ 

fhSL^  !??  ^"^"^  ^*^*-  ^^«  ^^  ^a"«»  to  my  lot    I 
thought,  this  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  hopd«». 
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.ii«»-j^-r^.     ^  captain,  an  old  acquaintance     H» 

JSf^Jjr*     """>ow  much— in  short  diini^ 

JWl  maa.  that  t.Z^iiJ:""l^'JX'Z 
StoSTlS  S    ,."•«'"?"  ""^  l*™  roU«i  in  the  mud 

^^      And    what   do   ye   think   o'   that?"    h« 
J.m^S^"'^^"  "^-1^  '•  cte-r 

«^  <u«h»  .tori«  of  c^  *.:t:f«x  m.'  .tai 
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The  next  group  to  reach  me  contained  a  sergeant  and 
"'Tw'LfwT^"'  ?,"~*  disputable SSJ^^ 
••  We're  iLl^  S  ?^  «51S;"«'  "*^'*"*  '  "  ^  »*«d. 
•'Y^Ve^Sr-    •*»^*^«»«»«°*- 
"  RUes  I "  with  decided  emphasis. 
i«  Yk*^  **wP^*?'  I,'^«n«nbered  the  Royal  Fusiliers  were 
L^J^^  Bn^e  of  the  yd  Division,  and  S«Si 
the  group  accordingly.  —^iwi 

"  You  oughter  know  who  we  are,"  said  the  sereeant 
somewhat  haughtily.  "  We're  the  lotX twa^K 
Mons  and  last  out,  we  are." 

frol^^i'*  ^'^^*'"  P»P«d  «P  a  squeaky  voice  that  came 
from  a  dmimutive  member  of  the  squad;  " buck^ 
beggar,  buck.    TeU 'em  the  tale."  »ucic,  you 

A  pin  on  half  a  dozen  faces  told  that  the  smaU  one 
might  be  expected  to  produce  some  commmT  wSJ 
occasion  jwmitted.  The  sergeant  turned.  "  wSS 
aihn'  you,  Shorty  ?  "  he  demanded. 

"TeU 'em  the  tale,"  croaked  the  little  man.  "Fust 
m  Mons  and  last  out.    In  at  three  mUes  an  hour  a^d 

T*^  ^^^f^-  3*  •  "''  y^  l^'"  »°d  I»e  snoS 
as  the  squad  roared  in  appreciative  mirth 

r  JS*^  ^"^  *!^u'  *"y"»^  *»°*  downhearted,  if  one 
cfl«M  judge  from  the  rumiing  fire  of  banter  brtwem 
?i*?^  -fdjus, sergeant,  which  kq>t  their  comiadw^ 
contmual  chuckles  as  they  toiled  on.  ""«"»  m 

"ch^^'Jn!,^;SliS"*y*'**  *^»  *"^**"*^  »  the 
cneer-  em-up     dq>artment. 

Detachments  went  past  at  times  in  step,  whistlimr  or 
angmg.  Some  were  obviously  too  footsore  toT^alk 
normally,  but  they  heroicaUy  tried  to  keep  n^t  wiS 
the  rest,  and  made  a  brave  show  of  it  ^  ^  * 
mS!i**;  ^t«™- Ja^ed  chap,  as  he  caught  sight  of  me. 
masted  on  his  score  of  companions  formin/dnele  file 
They  brought  rifles  to  shoulder  and  ttepped  outk  st^S 
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b?okrii;«**'"*?"*.*T*«^*''    The  Sphinx  would  have 
™?h  K^^  *T*'  **  *^«  »^^*  o'  *»»«»•    As  the  leX 

irench  schoolgirls  under  a  tree  hard  by. 

As  the  boys  drank,  the  leading  spirit  chatted  I 
gather«i  from  casual  remarks,  if  tK  wSi  S"  d 
bebeved.  that  talking  was  a  habit  with  hiiJ^    i„  fj? 

cSS^Lr*  P'^^^'I'^'  ''*^  ''^'  that  he  had^i' 
ceased  talkmg.  except  to  sleep,  since  leaving  Enriand 

The  conm^ents  of  his  soiled  band  seemTm«t  id 
dnnk  to  his  soul.    He  fairly  reveUed  in  them. 

Pals  we  are.  aU  right."  he  said  with  a  grin  "  thouirh 

how  to  fight,  they  do.  but  can't  talk-tLfs  thriJ 
drawback.    Don't  know  no  words  " 

A  hot  strong  draught  of  good  black  French  coffee  eave 
hun  pause,  but  a  moment  later  he  was  at  it  aeata  n«M 
him  where  to  go.  As  he  tramped  off  Iw  said  "  ComV«? 
youbhghtersl    Don't  blockVher^d.    You  r^no 

^'<3'M5S^r"*^^'»"^<>^^^h^abt^ 

Not  long  after,  a  very  woe-begone  procession  hove  in 
«ght.  But  few  were  in  that  squad,  and  thevM^S 
very  worn  and  tired.  Red-e^^  from  lacKf^^S^ 
barren  of  equipment,  many  a  cap  missiT  and  n^L 
pair  of  sound  feet  in  the  lot.  EvWy  mS^had^his^e 
but  they  looked  very  "  done."  *' 

•11  Pf"®  ^^^  *h®  pessimists  at  last."  thought  I  ••  t* 
wiU  take  something  to  cheer  this  bunch  ''^  * 

I  discovered  their  regiment  and  informed  them  of  fK- 
whereabouts  of  their  fellows.  "  '^TSd  I  "Ir^ 
Greets  on  after  you  get  to  the  fou^taiT^hln  to^S 
t'S';Se^?^""  -"*»'^  building  on  t?e\:f^ 

••  We've  been  rearguardin'.-saidacadaverouscorponU 
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wlo  acted  M  ipokenutt.    "  Were  proper  reunudt 
^.^  ^  Been  «foin'  nothin'  ebe  tmt  r^^SuarSS^'^ 

thefounUin.    Plenty  ol  food  tW"         *"™**«« 
^  "  Reu]guarde.  we  are."  from  the   faigubriooa  one. 
I'roper  reafiguardt.    Ain't  done  nothing  elae  for  three 

iJ?T^^l'  I  *'*^**'  "^^^  ^•^^  on  after  the 
fountain,  and  then " 

.'.'  f^/^'Kward* "  he  started  again. 

thereW  J.  my"K;^  "*  *^' " ''"  **^  y«» '''^^ 
"  And  /•«  tellin'  you.  air,  if  youTl  not  mind,"  he 
continued  gravely.  "  that  we're  }rofm  rearguard;,  ^!t 
are.  And  we  ave  learned  one  thing  about  proptr  rear- 
guard, in  thu  'ere  war  right  off.Md  that  iVtSt  rear- 
guard! am  t  expected  to  eat.  So  we  'ave  give  it  on 
'^ri^K  ^;«»b«l'abitanyow.  Ain't  it.  boj^?""^' 
Off  they  trudged,  gnnning.    The  funereal  ^e  of 

i^JS^Sn.""^^."^  ^^"^  "  »  •oobTJink. 
whereat  they  laughed  to  a  man.  and  I  with  them. 

Proper  rearguards  Am'/ eat."  He  had  had  hia  joke, 
and  played  it  out  to  his  heart's  content.  ^^ 

Ah,  weU.  it  was  an  experience  I 

I  had  not  been  long  on  that  roadside  when  I  realised 
that  many  of  us  had  been  labouring  under  aTrS 
ddujon  It  was  not  that  someone  ^needed  to  dbe« 
up  the  Tommy;  it  was  that  most  of  us  needed  the 
Tommy  to  cheer  «f  up. 

T^  mdomitable  pluck  of  the  soUier  in  the  ranks  and 
his  cSarescent  cheerineas  were  to  save  that  retreatinc 
army  of  Smith-Domen^s  as  no  s^a£f  work  couU  have 
saved  it  had  the  Tommy  not  possessed  those  chanc- 
tenstics  to  such  remarkable  degree. 

Many  an  officer  whose  hair  had  grown  gi«y  far  the 
itfvice  said  that  day  that  Tommy  Was  of  fiSr  m^ 
than  he  had  ever  dreamed  it  posaibie  oi  any  soldier 
The  very  air  was  lull  of  unostentatious  heroisB. 


.^" 
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th^tiEiSr*  brigKU«r.  Mated  on  his  borie.  watcM 
♦Si  ^?S^  *^y  !*"•  *•"•  dropping  now  wd 

!.--?     J^i**"!.****  ***  warrior  mutter,  as  one  detach- 

bul  tSi  i<n  ^^'  ?V  »»y  ^  •»>!«  to  iW»  such  men. 
but  they  wiU  never  be  able  to  btat  them. " 

I  b^an  to  look  at  the  men  with  new  eves  as  the 

morning  passed.    «  the  thousands  str^Sf  by  St 

a^rST^li        ^y  **''?•  "*»*«^«*-  Beneath  the  grime 
and  dut  and  weariness  I  saw  clear  eyes  and  firm  ia^ 

t^^!^   ^"^^  who  appeared  to  be  positively  unaWe 

«r.s;th?;;isrp^  •'  '"•  '*•  Q"««srtatii.  to  ii: 

I  realised  that  in  front  of  me  was  passing  a  oaceant 
of^e^fadwjiUble  will  and  unconquerable  powefTSe 

.  Jii^  ^u***'  ''•y  '  '"•  '■*"*^**  •"d  sent  back  to  the 
•Utioo.  Horse  wagons  fuU  of  wounded  iostled  the 
ambuknces  in  the  station  yard.  Even  tSJ^oT^r^ 

quota  of  manned  and  bandaged  men  in  khaki 
Ctoe  young  wbahem  passed,  sound   asleep   in  his 

!!?%.  t"****™**^^  *^  *"  •»><«*  ^^'  W»  hoS  follow, 
ing  the  human  current.  twuww 

tJ^l^^JL  ^'^^^J''^  **'  '''^•«*  ''•nt  by.  though 

ot  Jc?^4  ^"  ^'^  ***•  '•*'****^  ™y  ^  diverted  to 
A  secant  of  the  East  Surrey  regiment,  of  Fei«us. 
S^ST'^I:  "? VP-    His  face  was  h^ard^^ 
w«e  aU  that  was  left  of  that  Battalion. 

ciJSf?*??^  ^^«'  «^  t»y  the  station.  I  saw 
General  Smith-Dorrien  a  few  feet  (Ustant.    He  tuniej 
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3£i  T?**!,."*  ^*'  "•  "^  •P-kiM  to  .  paMiM 
^TJ  i^'^J'"'™***  "•  ^^  sSiethinilboSl 
?St  ^^* J^  5*  *»"•  '"""""d  »>«i««  d<m«  the  roS 
LS  hi  '£L' vofcri'SS  ii:?  sSL.Dorri«'.  ftS 

M  hii  own  property.    It  was  of  inettinuble  vahi«th«t 

?^rt?^»^  ^*-  0»«"*^-Smith.DoSr?  J^^Jt  is 
Heart  into  many  a  man.  "^ 

Ba«^t*n?iy'.!f  '^\^^  """»>*  o'  «""  going  by. 
^tt«v  on  battery  wheeled  p«,t,  most  if  thJn  bSttfc 

r^h  H«   '**'"*  "^y-    ^*»«y  ^  P«"«i  throSih  a 
rough  time   our  gun».  and  one  could  hardlv  we  ai 

iorI"f  ^l;^""*  ^'"^^  *»  cheer  tJST^  *^  *" 
fillS  ISh  1  r^ii^*'*'  P~'**  <*°^  from  the  north 
filled  with  exhausted  men  aiwella*  wounded    ThVnrl 
va^lmg  note  was  que^r  a.  to  where  ^^m^n^el^^gS 
be     Most  men  seemed  to  condder  thansAv^-'i^'' 

T^Ji_     •?  ^*-    The  bakenei  opened,  and  the 
«nc  naa  oeen  without  food    for    twentv.fnnr    k#««» 

IW.S  roused  by  Lord  Loch  ««i  pr^llS   "(SJj.i 

SlTSLv^rf     H  ""^^-V*^*  ^d  of  wounded  who  had 

%^I^^  T  2!>??K  •  i**  "*"y  «'  *»»*  ««  personally. 
Soon  after  I  took  the  General  to  the  Maine.    He  was 
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1^'^J'^^.  *?**  *'*^"*^  ^*^  «»e  «»  ^o»*fe  just  as  he 
talked  to  all  of  us  in  St.  Quentin  that  morning.  Staff 
officers,  soldiers,  everyone-all  were  parts  of  the  whole. 
It  was  a  lesson,  watching  him  saving  the  scattered 

f^f*i,  ♦  ""I^IZ^  ^.'^  "^^^^^^  *^"°  ^t°  a  fighting 
force  that  would  be  all  the  better  for  the  awful  wperi- 
ence  through  which  they  had  passed. 
..  Ti?°*  very  comfortable  times."  he  said  with  a  smile. 
Ihis  part  of  the  world  as  one  would  have  seen  it  if 
tourmg  her^bouts  a  month  ago  and  the  situation  in 

7^*Lr%  ^^u    °^f  X"  to-day  present  an  immense 
cootrast.  do  they  not  ? 

He  commented  on  the  strenuous  character  of  mv 
work.  I  remarked  tiidt  the  more  I  saw  of  the  sort 
of  thmg  we  were  going  through,  the  more  thankful  I 
was  to  be  there,  if  I  could  be  of  any  use. 

I  was  naturally  pleased  when  he  replied.  "You 
gentlemen  with  your  cars  are  certainly  of  use.  of  creat 
use— of  that  you  may  be  sure."  *•««.  oi  great 

^1'  "^fi  ^^u^C  ^  ^^'  "  "®  able-bodied  man  who 
can  get  here  should  want  to  be  anywhere  else,  if  that 
IS  tne  case. 

h.^Ki^;;!5S.f  "^  ^^  •  "  ^  "*"  certainly  wants  to 
be  able-bodied  for  this  sort  of  experience  " 

As  we  crawled  slowly  past  long  lines  of  motor  lorries. 

many  of  which  had  been  reported  lost,  we  chatted  of 

the  power  and  make  of  my  car.  and  of  cars  in  general. 

hiwirT;^  ?!S  "^y  p''*  °"*  p^^^^y  »*  ^  with 

hmself  but  acted  as  a  tonic.  One  could  but  borrow 
some  of  his  cool  assurance. 

GeJerStrd^f '  """"^  ^^  ^*  *^*  ""^^^  '^-- 

th^^^^'^"^  ^Tm°"  *^®  P'"*^^^"^  afternoon,  when 
fiati  •!  "^^l  f ""  '^S"^^  ^  '™"t'  0"^  rearguards 
?1^Ik  ?^^^.  "^2  *°  P'°*«*  ^^^  retreating  army.  cWal 
Smith-Dornen  heard  a  furious  bombSdmeit  on  Ws 

S  r?  I  •  ,?^°»'?t"»«'  and  accompanied  by  one  of 
his  staflT.  he  galloped  away  to  the  westward  towards  the 
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sound  of  the  guns.  He  thought  the  Germans  had  gotten 
round  his  left.  Through  the  line  of  the  retreating 
3rd  Division  and  on  beyond  them  to  the  4th  Division 
he  rode,  only  to  discova-  that  the  guns  were  further 
westward  than  he  had  thought.  Then  he  realised  that 
the  noise  of  battle  told  of  Sord«t  "  helping  cover  the 
left  flank  "  of  his  hard-pressed  British  Allies,  in  spite 
of  the  fatigue  of  his  troops. 

The  French  officer  at  the  Mairie  the  next  morning 
told  us  of  a  strenuous  conflict  in  which  the  tired  French 
cavahy  and  some  French  Territorials  had  gallantly 
pitched  into  the  Germans'  right  with  a  good  will, 
inflicting  severe  losses  and  driving  back  the  oncoming 
enemy. 

Corroboration  of  this  had  reached  Smith-Dorrien  the 
night  before,  when  he  had  found  two  of  his  Royal 
Flying  Corps  officers  in  the  station  at  St.  Quentin. 
During  the  battle  they  had  been  flying  over  the  German 
line  in  front  of  our  left  flank.  Between  four  and  five 
o'clock  in  the  aftonoon  th^  flew  through  a  veritable 
storm  of  bullets,  smne  of  which  disabled  their  engine 
and  forced  a  descent.  They  were  able  to  land  safely, 
two  or  three  miles  bdiind  our  lines,  but  found  the 
aeroplane  so  damaged  that  it  had  to  be  abandoned.  They 
procured  a  couple  of  bicycles  and  made  their  way  to  St. 
Quentin.  These  officers  told  Smith-Dorrien  that,  before 
descending,  they  had  seen  the  French  troops,  cavalry 
and  infantry,  engaging  the  Germans  on  the  extreme  left. 
Naturally,  Smith-Dorrien  expressed  his  thanks  to 
Sord6t's  staff  officer  in  unmeasured  terms.  Asking  him 
to  coivey  his  appreciation  to  General  Sord6t,  Sir  Horace 
said  he  would  there  and  then  "  make  a  special  report  on 
the  subject  to  the  Field-Marshal  "—Sir  John  French. 

The  Frenchman,  apparently  the  happiest  man  in 

St.  Quentin  that  morning,  after  many  adieus  to  us  all, 

and  wishes  of  good  fortune  to  everyone,  rode  off  po^ 

haste  to  rejoin  his  chief. 

Later  I  was  given  a  new  job.    I  was  to  accompany 
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A,  1^*1.^*  Standpoints  of  usefulness  and  safetv 
•  !i^''^*  *^*  "«"«*  Staff  officer  to  the  a^emv  2^ 
judged,  from  what  we  had  been  toM  thiii*  ^'  V 
possible  we  might  haveTo '' S  fo^it  '^l.  J  ^Vu  ^^**' 

The  congestion  of  traffic  was  so  ar^t  «i«      .u 
town's  main  thoroughfare  thaU  st^rtS^«  t^"^  **?! 

"  ■JS^r  w,j2  X-TJiT^^K  ■;• '""  "•• 

w.  got  the  ^  to  r^S^tfe  k^*;?!""^*" 
we  b«g«.  to  retire  we  got  it  very  bad  "         '''    **"" 
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That  feeling  seemed  fairly  universal. 

They  hated  so  to  come  back. 

It  was  a  fine  thing— that  splendid  fighting  spirit. 
Majgnificent  soldiers  they  were,  every  one  of  them. 

I  landed  my  trio  at  the  station,  where  they  all  shook 
hands  with  me  and  wished  me  luck.  One  could  not 
waUc,  and  aU  three  were  in  great  pain,  but  bearing  it  as 
soldiers  should,  without  any  undue  fuss. 

When  I  got  back  to  him  Cox  had  his  hands  full. 
Before  I  rejoined  him  I  had  a  cool  wash  in  a  tiny 
provision  shop  of  sorts.  The  day  was  a  I'^vely  one, 
warm  and  sunny. 

While  I  was  laving  myself  a  couple  of  South  Lanes, 
men  entered  the  shop  and  ordered  tea  and  bread-and- 
taitter.  One  of  the  pair  was  voluble  enough  for  both. 
He  was  eager  to  explain  the  whole  battle.  He  drew 
the  2nd  Corps'  position  in  Une  and  placed  the  Germans 
ma  half  circle,  the  ends  flanking  the  British  right  and 
teft.  We  were  weU  entrenched,"  he  said,  "  and  the 
Germans  opened  on  us  from  five  hundred  to  six  hundred 
j^rds.  They  fire  in  absolute  masses.  Never  was  any- 
thing hke  it  heard  of.  One  row  of  them  lies  down, 
bdimd  them  a  row  kneels,  and  back  of  them  again  a 
thu-d  row  stands.  You  couldn't  imagine  such  a  target 
It  seemed  too  easy.  You  could  just  pump  the  buUets 
mto  em  hke  smoke,  and  never  miss  a  shot.  You  have 
no  idea  how  it  seemed,  lying  there  firing  into  that  grey 
bunch  of  men  and  thinking  all  the  time  what  fools  they 
were  to  stand  there  and  take  it.  And  the  funny  thing  was 
that  they  couldn't  shoot  for  nuts  either.  The  standing 
lot  didn  t  even  raise  their  rifles  to  their  shoulders,  but 
I  •„  ™  *^®  ^P-  ^^^  *""st  have  sent  an  awful  lot 
of  pills  our  way.  but  they  couldn't  hit  a  baUoon." 

The  quieter  soldier  took  up  the  narrative.  "  As  fast 
as  we  would  knock  over  a  German  another  would  Uke 
his  place. 

That  had  impressed  both  of  the  South  Lanes,  men. 
They  spoke  of  that  feature  of  the  fight  with  obvious 
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respect  for  the  men,  fooU  and  Gennans  though  they 
were  who  could  stand  such  punishment.  ^ 

^'  "«°  ™ust  have  hit  at  least  ten  of  them  to  every 

one  of  us  that  got  it,"  said  the  quiet  one.  ^ 

Both  men  were  loud  in  the  praise  of  our  guns,  the  fire 
from  which  had  been  splendidly  accurate.    "  But  that 
battery  back  of  us  got  it  like  hell  afterwards." 
in  *,    *°"f  *"°f  "*.  *^®  forenoon  we  drove  the  Germans 

mXT.u  "I*'''*'''  5^^**  *  ^^-  They  came  on  again 
ticker  thaii  bees.  The  Bedfords  retired  on  our^ht 
not  long  after  three  o'clock,  and  then  we  were  orderS 

ni^'^A     ^^ri"^  ****  Gennans  got  some  machine-guns 
up  and  enfiladed  our  trenches.    When  we  once  got  out 
uuo  the  <yen  the  shmpnel  followed  us  all  the  way. 
One,  two.  three,  four  in  line,  and  then  one,  two,  three 
four  m  hne  again,  further  over,  and  so  on     lid  but 

we  hadplenty  hit  then!  Ithink  their  gmisweremol?^ 
on  motor-cars  the  way  they  got  'em  about." 

it  -Jl?:  v^^^PP*^  ^  *^*  *!''***  <"«'  "  ^  <*o  I-  And  as  if 
iawSJ?    *»«*,«»««h  scampering  across  those  fields  like 

S?SS';£^t  te?^'""*  ***"  *  ^'*'  *"^  '"^  ^«  ^ 

And  I  Wt  them  to  their  tea.  fighting  the  battle  over 

a^^n  with  great  gusto,  revelling  in  reminding  one 

'^^t^."  """^    *"'    ^^^    comrades    had 

thl"*** '  ^*"'  ^^^y  ^°^  *»^«  »>««.  and  no  doubt 
tney  were.  But  m  the  memory  of  that  awful  battle  it 
was  easy  to  forget  their  fatigue. 

I  stood  by  Cox  for  a  time  and  helped  "  hearteq  them 
^P-  One  young  lad  from  the  Royal  Irish  Regiment 
^.T^k"^.*]^'^.  *"^  ^'^W-  He^  helpinglTom! 
r  «tL  K-^^i^u'*T*  ^  ^^  ^d  was  in  no  Uttle  pain. 

ir^      ^"^^^  *^?^^*  ^^  *=°^<*  g«t  on  another^nile 
or  so.  and  he  grmned  and  replied.  "  Sure.    My  lot  have 

d^  ZTT  ^"^^^r  ^°"^y'  T"*^y'  "'d  Wedne*. 
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It  was  sad  to  see  some  of  the  lame  ones  come  in. 
Now  and  then  one  would  go  by  gingerly  and  slowly, 
every  step  a  bit  of  exquisite  torture. 

After  a  number  of  smaller  groups  of  stragglers,  quite 
decent-sized  detachments  came  tlurough.  A  really  very 
small  percentage  of  the  men  were  without  rifles. 

All  were  astonishingly  cheerful.  Many  a  group  went 
by  whistling  in  chorus.  The  majority  of  them  looked 
foil  of  fight,  and  only  now  and  again  would  a  broken 
one  go  by. 

The  French  women  were  splendidly  helpful.  Steam- 
ing bowls  of  coffee,  Uttle  boxes  of  food,  bits  of  cake, 
pitchers  of  tea  or  jugs  of  milk,  matches,  cigarettes, 
anjrthing  they  thought  would  help  to  cheer  or  comfort, 
they  brought  to  the  roadside  for  the  Tommies. 

A  good-sized  contingent  swung  by  in  step,  singing. 
Stopping  for  a  drink  of  coffee,  a  sergeant  told  me 
every  one  of  them  had  been  marching  continuously  all 
night  long. 

Twos  and  threes  strolled  down  the  road  at  intervals 
leisurely,  as  though  interested  spectators.  Good-natured 
banter  was  flung  from  one  group  to  another.  Questions 
confirmed  what  I  had  been  told,  to  the  effect  that 
most  of  our  casualties  had  been  from  shrapnel,  after  the 
retirement  had  b^;un.  Very  little  damage  had  been 
inflicted  on  our  troops  by  the  German  infantry  fire.  All 
testified  to  that. 

By  noontime  we  wondered  that  we  had  no  news  of 
stragglers  being  taken  up,  or  Uhlans  cutting  them  off 
as  they  came  ambling  down  the  road.  A  subaltern  told 
us  of  Renancourt.  The  chaos  there  was  maddening. 
A  battery  of  enemy  guns  or  a  strong  force  of  cavalry 
could  have  piled  up  thousands  of  casualties  at  that 
point.  The  roads  thereabouts  were  full  of  abandoned 
trains,  and  here  and  there  an  abandoned  gun,  he  said. 

But  still  no  news  of  the  enemy's  further  advance, 
which  we  had  so  confidently  expected  all  the  morning. 

Guns  could  be  heard  to  the  north  and  to  the  west. 
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^^  l'^e^::i7^1Z  «^  «*^t  Cavliy 

cr^t^Sstr""^^'  P"*  '"  *"  appearance,  but 

bave  heard  the  guJJ  R^^'  j'*  ^^  ^  ^o.  we  would 
b««n  fightine  sSS^l"  r^,     ^i  **"*•  *«>•  *hat  Haig  had 

Cambrai-Le  SSS  t^?  J?  ""merctfuUy  hammered  at 
follow?  Unlike?  Sfl^SL*'°*^*  ^«"e  "nable  to 
'em.    That  wTkLr         '  *^*'*  ^'^^  P^e»*y  more  of 

the  finest  commands  wVS^^  S**'  ?«»oraIise  all  but 

bave   beenTSSgh7he3^;„^;"^'"^'''"*a»^» 

punishment  stoppli  the  r^J?^  •'^^S  "o^^bas  our 

So  we  theoriS!^  °^  ^^'^  onslaught  at  last  ? 

haf  triJS^h^rTtr^^ih^T  "'i^  *"•  Von  Kluck 
and  had  failed  HeSStSfeTl^l^eV^.!.^?^  Left. 
JMie  confusion,  but  onty  aftt^ii?"*^-?«"»«'m 

bjjn  inflicted  on  the  cSSaS  forc^ '''?rK  ^  ^^ 
the  movement  against  FT^h*y\.  backbone  of 
•  •  contemptible  1«^  a^T"  Aff  fi,*"'"^*  **»  '^P*  bis 
by  the  fight  put  up  by  t^^Britti,  ?%f*J*'  '^^^  »>^ken 
at  Cambrai.Le  CateaJ.  ^  ^*''  *^*  Wednesday 

to^  B^?s  SJ^S  ^Ke  FiS?  ""it"°^" 
CavaJry  Brigades  were  cov^  thl  *  ^"?*  ^?  ^^«"** 
and  Gough  and  Bingham  ^  th.  tv  ?'^!.  '**'***• 
Cavahy  Brigades  wiS  Ar!!?!?*-  *  J*"^  and  Fourth 
Haig's'^Fim  cSi>s  ?h?twSi"?  *^*  retirement  of 
Cavahy  Brigade  ^«  in  Jr   ?^*'.  J*^'    '^tb   the   5th 
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By  one  o'clock  so  many  of  our  men  had  passed  that 
all  thought  of  a  demolished  army  had  left  us.  Dirty, 
tired,  and  hungry  though  they  were,  they  were  cheery 
and  fit.  They  wanted  rest  and.  above  all.  food.  But 
no  one  could  imagine  them  in  the  least  beaten.  The 
British  Tommy  and  his  indomitable  spirit  had  saved 
the  day.  His  good  temper  and  phick  had  survived  the 
awful  experience  between  the  commencement  of  the 
retirement  from  the  battle  line  in  the  middle  of  the 
afternoon  until  dark  had  ended  the  fight.  More,  it  had 
lived  through  the  awful  night  of  confusion  and  retreat 
with  its  hunger,  thirst,  and  utter  weariness.  The 
morning  had  brought  Uttle  respite,  but  the  sun  was 
shining,  and  with  the  warmth  of  the  day  Tommy  came 
back  into  his  own  and  up  came  his  head  and  his  heart. 

He  had  saved  himself  i 

Dozens  of  times  little  groups  reported  to  us  that 
th^  were  "  all  that  were  left "  of  such  and  such  a 
regiment.  Almost  invariably  we  could  tell  them  of 
others  of  their  command  whom  th^  would  find  further 
on  at  the  point  of  rendezvous,  where  they  could  be 
sure  of  food  and  a  brief  rest. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  word  came  to  us  from  mounted 
scouts  that  the  Uhlans  were  about  three  miles  out  and 
cwning  on  in  force.  Cox  sent  me  to  Headquarters  to 
see  if  there  was  any  truth  in  the  rep<Mrt.  From  what 
I  could  gather,  it  seemed  that  a  Uhlan  force  was  heading 
south,  a  bit  to  the  east  of  us. 

Cox  considered  it  advisable  that  we  should  run  out 
eastward  toward  Guise  and  search  for  information  f« 
the  German  advance.  Accordingly  we  picked  up  Lean 
and  with  our  cyclist  pounded  away.  A  mile  or  so 
out  of  St.  Quentin  we  ran  across  the  z6th  Lancers, 
who  were  in  Gough's  3rd  Cavalry  Brigade.  They 
were  dismounted  in  a  nicely-sheltered  field  surrounded 
by  trees,  and  were  very  well  c<mcealed.  As  Cox  was 
talking  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  i6th  a 
mounted  scout  rode  up  in  blue  overalls,  old  brown 
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nationality.    He  reS^He^^^^Si  ^  °'  **»•  '^ 
cavalry  j^st  outiid?^*    n.     ?«**<='»««'*  of  German 

passed  weU-nigh  the  wholTS  hi.T^  ^!^'  ^  "^^ 

inrff««vdy    pickrtSr  th  *.i"  ,^  SL'.  "TS 
Camana  had  roshed  them  and  iiiflfct5«J-J'f.„   *" 

they  were  completely  surrounded.    Even  «S,  ?? 
r-a«d  to  wrrender  „„ta  thq,  iad  fc^ '.^ ''j 
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round.  Thdr  losses  were  terrible.  During  the  next 
hour  I  heard  the  same  story  vrith  half  a  dozen  variations, 
but  that  one  appeared  to  be  the  mosi  correct.  I 
climbed  up  alongside  General  Haig's  staff,  and  stood 
there  for  an  hour  or  more  listening  to  the  soimd  of 
the  cannonading.  North  of  Guise  on  our  right  and  away 
to  the  left  and  to  the  north  of  St.  Quentin  the  guns 
were  hard  at  it. 

Samuels,  an  R.A.C.  driver,  showed  up  at  an  opportune 
moment  with  a  Bologna  sausage,  a  bottle  of  villainoifs 
win  blmne,  and  some  quite  decent  Russian  cigarettes. 
They  disappeared  instanter,  to  our  very  material  benefit. 

At  last  we  started  for  Noyon  and  G.H.Q.  Cox  was 
anxious  to  get  there  as  soon  as  possible,  so  I  chose  a 
cross-country  route  to  La  Fire  down  small  roads 
through  the  smiling  and  fertile  valley  of  the  Oise. 

Even  the  smallest  winding  roads  were  good  ones. 
While  still  near  Guise  we  passed  a  wagon-lrad  or  two 
of  r^ttgees.  Before  we  were  out  of  earshot  of  the 
gunning,  however,  the  countryside  took  on  its  usual 
appearance.  All  day  long  we  had  been  in  the  midst  of 
scenes  of  war.  Here,  a  very  few  miles  away,  (me  could 
hardly  imagine  war  existed  in  the  same  valley.  Perhaps 
the  women  and  children,  with  an  old  man  or  two, 
gathered  more  eagerly  in  the  doorways  of  the  village 
houses  as  we  dashed  through,  but  the  menfolk  not  at 
the  front  were  hard  at  work  in  the  fields  and  about  the 
farmyards.  The  crops  were  generous  and  the  land  fairly 
blossomed  with  plenty.  A  commercial  traveller  in  his 
cart  was  selling  his  wares  in  front  of  a  village  store  as 
if  never  a  German  had  crossed  the  Rhine. 

As  we  neared  La  F^re  a  barricade  had  been  formed 
by  pulling  a  couple  of  farm  carts  across  the  road.  A 
trio  of  reservists  were  on  guard,  one  armed  with  a  nickel* 
plated  38-calibre  revolver  of  the  old  "  buU-dog  "  type, 
the  sole  visible  weapon  of  the  outpost.  The  sentry  with 
the  bright  bit  of  ordnance  smilingly  apologised  for  the 
necessity  of  examining  our  passes,  waving  the  pistol 
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IS^L'S?^*  «  «npliMi8  of  his  urbane  renurkt  in  a 
ST^  **"*  ^^y  ^«*  "••   I  b«««  to  get  the  ^ 

J^wrn^.  a  firearm  of  sort.,  and  me.  I  would  invarialS 
be  m  bne  with  the  muszle  of  the  weapon.  And  I WX 
too  n^s  .  tonperwnent  to  enjoy  St  «»t  o  Z^ 
La  Fire  was  fuU  of  French  troops  and  was  the^ 
base  of  the  2nd  Corps.  Smhh-Doi?ien's  headquartws 
»«ie of  our  Flying  Coips  told  us.  were  first  S2S^t 
Ham  and  then  moved  to  Guiscard.  The  broad  road 
from  U  Fire  to  Chauny  and  thence  to  Novon  ^ 

S?thtr^WvT'j;-'^''i^«-Q-  ^y  dL^^Se.  " 
waj  thoroughly  tired,  so  after  a  hurried  dinner  in  a 

'^"^^i^LT"'  -^  "^  '•»*  '--p  ^  *  ^-* 

f  A^'J  S!l?  *?*  *^  **'.  >««T>^««»  on  Friday  morning 
m^!l^  ^^  when  Captain  Cox  wakened  me  to  borrS5 

GH^P'r  ""^^f  *^?*  **"•  *^  *^o^  provided  by 

V^hJJ'J^'  ^^*?  ^5th  Horse  .attached  to  General 
French s  stafF  as  a  haison  officer.     I  count  the  davV 

S'S'e^i^'  '  "•*  ^^y  ^^'  '"  ^»  ^'*h«  ^t 
thi^l  ^«kfast  we  reconnoitred  the  different  roads 
thxo^h  Noyon  The  2nd  Corps  was  continuingtti 
[21?  «ythward  The  units  were  still  somewhat  fcat- 
t«ed  and  required  general  coUecting  together  and 

Ei*??;  ^*  ^y  ^"  *°  *^^  backT  tSe  St 

«7r™  ""^;     ^e  were  more  concerned  with  the 
and  Corps  umts  which  were  passing  through  NoviT 

19th  Bngade.  and  some  of  the  cavalry  units  were  als<^ 
pasamg  through  our  hands.  Most  of  the  monSie^ 
I^i^JL^*  roadsidewatching  provision  t^n^^bu! 
Mnces^toTO  ladoi  with  ammunition,  and  all  the  trans- 
K?^2  f  Army  Corps  file  past  us.   Batteries  of  gum 

!^c?^^^K°i  "^"!7  ^  ''^  ''O'king  slowly  s^ 
ward.    G.H.Q.  had  moved  *»  r««»«u.-^ :_  S. jj^***^ 
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I  heard  a  great  deal  of  general  gossip  during  the  fore- 
no<Hi  from  staff  officers  and  inkers  of  various  con- 
tingents that  were  on  the  road.  It  was  fairly  well  known 
by  this  time  that  three  German  Army  Ccnps  had  been 
diverted  from  a  point  further  east  and  swung  around 
to  reinforce  Von  Kluck's  xst  Army.  We  heardbut  Uttle 
authentic  news  of  the  French,  but  Dame  Rumour  was 
busy  with  all  sorts  of  general  reports  of  German  successes 
at  Dinant  and  further  east. 

Once  in  a  while  a  bk>ck  came  in  the  traffic,  and  then 
we  had  an  awful  job  working  up  and  down  the  packed 
lines  straightening  out  the  transport  and  the  troops. 
It  was  a  fine  day  and  very  hot.  The  troops  were 
cheery  and  good-natured.  I  was  particularly 
impressed  ly  the  kindness  of  the  men  to  their  horses. 
Not  only  the  cavalry  troopers,  but  the  men  in  chaige 
of  horse  transport  were  invariably  considerate  of  their 
cattle.  The  roads  in  the  vicinity  of  Noyon  were  lined 
with  trees,  the  cool  shade  of  which  was  most  wekome. 
In  the  afternoon  the  and  Army  proper  began  to  swing 
through  in  real  earnest.  For  three  hours  a  steady 
stream  of  infantry  in  different  detachments  passed.  All 
were  wonderfully  cheery  and  looked  particularly  well, 
sleepy  some  of  them,  and  here  and  there  a  swollen  foot 
gingerly  treading  the  hard  roadway.  Considering  the 
distance  they  had  come,  marveUously  few  of  the  men 
limped.  Stragglers  grew  hourly  fewer  in  number,  which 
showed  that  the  detachments  were  getting  togetho- 
again.  Frequently  a  regimoit  came  swinging  along  in 
step,  singing  or  whistling  in  unison. 

We  had  news  of  a  peculiar  order  issued  by  G.H.Q.  to 
the  effect  that  the  officers'  kits  should  be  taken  from 
the  wagons  and  destroyed,  to  provide  accommodatkm 
for  footsore  infantry.  The  4th  Division  carried  out  this 
order  before  it  was  countermanded,  and  eleven  wagon* 
loads  of  kit  were  burned  in  huge  piles  by  the  roadside— 
by  no  means  a  reassuring  sight. 
A  big  Scot  saw  me  take  a  letter  from  one  of  the  staff 
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oAc6n»  tnd  ulMd  me  if  I  would  ptrfonn  < 
forhim.  No  looiiar  had  I  agreed  to  do  to  than  hi«  «itirt 
r^fiiMnt  which  had  haUed  lor  a  aomoit.  gniped  the 
OMortunity  and  b«gan  tcribbling  notee  hoie.^wM 
indeed  toochfaf  to  aee  thete  hurried  miisivce.  written 
on  aU  aorti  ol  acrapa  of  paper.  There  waa  no  chance  to 
pick  or  chooeea»r«gvda  form.  Moot  of  the  lettcra  were 
to  wivce.  and  many  to  mothera.  with  now  and  then  one 
to  a  liater  or  a  sweetheart.  The  majority  of  them  were 
M  a  hne  to  aay  aU  waa  well    Few  indeed  could  be 
oiUed  illiterate,  and  I  aaw  none  that  were  iU(«ible. 
What  moat  impreaaed  me  waa  the  cheery  vein  that  ran 
through  them.  No  note  of  despondency  crept  into  that 
wayside  postbag.  It  waa  one  more  evidence  of  the  stout 
heart  of  Tommy  Atldna  that  makes  him  the  finest 
soUier  in  the  worki. 

Among  the  troops  a  couple  of  spies  came,  led  between 

two  French  sokliers.    One  waa  abort  and  swarthy,  with 

coal-Mack  moustache  and  hair.  HekwkedaGreek,  and 

wu  dressed  as  some  small  diopkceper  ^ht  have  been 

on  a  Sunday  outing.  The  other  prisoner  wore  a  knit  cap 

and  big  khaki-cokxired  coat  that  had  apparenUy  come 

'  from  our  Quartermaster's  Department  at  some  time. 

He  was  tall,  of  light  complejdon,  and  furnished  the 

greatest  contrast  possible  to  his  companicai.     They 

both  wore  a  look  of  abject  misery  as  they  trudfcd 

afeng  in  the  dust  to  their  death.    Spies  or  suspected 

spies  had  short  shrift  with  the  French  in  thoee  days. 

We  raised  some  coffee  from  a  wayside  house  m  the 
afternoon,  but  could  get  no  milk.  The  town  was 
thoroughly  emptied  of  eatables,  and  most  of  the  private 
houses  were  ck)sed.  Later  in  the  afternoon  we  got  some 
^ggs  at  ant  house  and  a  bit  of  bread-and-butter  at 
another  ;  and  finally  found  an  estamiiut  where  we  could 
buy  some  wine.  Discovering  a  countrywoman  at  a 
drinking  hall  who  would  cook  for  va,  I  arranged  quite 
a  dinner  for  Colonel  Shea,  Dudley  Carleton,  Jimmy 
Rothschild,  who  was  acting  as  Carleton's  chauffeur,  and 
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myself.  After  dinner  Rothacluld  went  to  the  port  office 
to  send  a  tehpam.  I  was  sceptical  about  liis\bility  to 
do  this,  for  the  utmost  secrecy  was  being  preserved  as 
to  our  wherabouts  in  France.  RothschUd  offerS  to 
get  a  wire  through  for  me.    He  wrote  a  brief  message 

her  that  I  was  fit.  weU,  and  happy?  Great  was 
my  surprise  when  the  postmaster  agreed  to  send  it. 
Subsequently  I  was  still  more  surprised  to  find  that  the 
wire  had  arrived  in  London  in  good  time.  Moreover  ^he 
telegram  clearly  stated  that  it  had  been  despatched 
from  Noyon  on  that  Friday  evening 

Late  that  night  we  left  Noyon  for  Compiigne.  Owing 
to  the  congested  nature  of  the  roads  we  lost  our  way 
and  wandered  m  the  forests  of  Ourscamps  and  Laigue 
tiU  past  midnight.  Arriving  in  Compiigne.  we  could  £nd 
no  empty  beds  m  the  hotels,  but  finally  were  lucky 
enough  to  discover  a  couple  of  empty  cots  in  a  college 
dormitory,  used  as  a  temporary  hospital. 

The  German  pressure  on  our  rearguards  had  visibly 
dackaied  on  Fnday.  the  aSth.  and  by  night  the 
British  Expeditionary  Force  had  made  g?S  SJ 
«cape  from  anythmg  in  the  nature  of  annihilation  I 
had  seen  ahuMtaU  of  the  ist  Corps,  and  on  the  27th  and 

fu  T.-  ^•'^**^^*?  a  ^g«  number  of  the  2nd  Corps 
4th  Division  and  19th  Brigade.  I  had  no  haUuci£|.' 
tion  about  the  Army  beuig  a  beaten  one.  The  spirit  of 
the  men  alone  made  it  impossible  to  describe  them  as 
beaten.  The  moment  I  realised  that  things  were  better 
than  they  had  at  first  sight  seemed.  I  watched  eagerly 
for  signs  of  a  further  stand.  The  more  I  saw  of  French's 
Army  the  more  convinced  I  became  of  its  invincibility 

^^IZ^^  u" *^*  ^y  "^^^  ^*  <=°"ld  " get  some  Jf 
our  own  back. 

At  an  early  hour  on  Saturday,  the  29th.  Colonel  Shea 
and  I  proceeded  to  a  large  hotel  in  Compiigne  and 
foraged  for  breakfart.    Mort  of  the  servants  £^  Wt 
but  resourced  Toby  RawUnsoo  hied  himself  to  the 
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kitchen  and  cooked  a  splendid  breakfast  for  Shea,  Jimmy 
Rothflchikl.  and  me.  ' 

Cox  told  me  the  Germans  had  left  off  hammering 
after  the  British  Expeditionary  Fwce,  and  were  turning 
their  attention  to  some  of  the  French  ccmtingents  on 
our  left.  I  did  not  know  at  the  time  that  General 
d'Amade  was  in  touch  with  Von  Kluck's  right  in  the 
directi(m  of  Arras.  French  troops  were  east  of  the  line 
between  Guise  and  La  Fire,  and  were  engaging  the 
attention  of  Von  Kluck's  left.  0  '  that  Saturday  our 
cavafay  fought  a  rearguard  actim  at  Ham,  and  subse- 
quently a  more  determined  one  at  Guiscard.  After 
the  two  or  three  hours'  fighting  at  Guiscard  that  after- 
noon the  German  advance  was  satisfied  to  draw  off  and 
leave  us  alone. 

I  q)ent  the  morning  sunning  to  Noyon  and  back,  and 
later  took  a  couple  of  G.H.Q.  staff  officers  to  a  chftteau 
near  Cuts,  south-east  of  Noyon,  where  General  Smith- 
Dorrien  had  his  headquarters.  Arriving  at  the  chAtean, 
which  was  a  very  handsome  one,  I  found  my  car  short 
of  lubricating  oil.  In  my  endeavour  to  borrow  some  I 
drew  an  undue  amount  of  attention  to  my  improvised 
uniform,  which  had  not  improved  in  appearance.  My 
efforts  might  have  proved  fruitless  but  for  the  fact 
that  General  Smith-Dorrien  came  out  at  the  moment. 
He  stepped  into  a  big  car,  and  was  about  to  be  driven 
away  when  he  saw  me.  Bowing,  he  asked  me  with  a 
•mile  how  |  was  standing  the  campaign.  Considoing 
the  circumtttmM  under  which  I  had  met  him  a  couple  of 
days  before.  m4  tbe  short  time  I  had  been  in  his  com- 
pany,  I  was  mtfpnmd  Im  ronembered  me,  and  naturally 
left  th«  warm  iM  §mm\  touch  of  his  recognition.  As 
ke  ***•  away,  tlw  inbrkMine  oU  which  I  had  begged 
•  vaia  kifan  WM  mmm0m  Munediately  forthcoming. 

(M«mtwa  to  OtU,  tlmmif^  ^ht  Forest  of  Laigue,  we 
^"^    ■■"*  many  Utnt^cti  trglm  m  the  move  to  or 
am  bases,    gvarv  Mrvt  »m  Miag  strained  to 
tkr  ami  Csps  ro  liMJiii,  *m^.  W.  and  weU  sup- 


MONS  TO  YPRES. 


pUed  with  ammonitim  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
A  2nd  Corps  staff  officer  told  me  that  the  General 
Orders  of  the  Day  announced  that  a  Divisicm  or  more 
<rf  the  enemy  were  advancing  from  St.  Quentin  to  Noym. 
and  that  the  cavalry,  which  had  been  fighting  rearguard 
actims  since  Mons,  had  wdetu  once  more  to  block  the 
way.  A  subaltern  in  chaige  of  an  ammuniti(Mi  colunm 
bq^ed  for  news.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  anything 
of  interest.  He  said  :  "  It  has  been  interesting  enough 
for  me.  My  c<rfumn  has  had  four  hours'  sleep  in  three 
days  in  additim  to  what  they  could  snatch  here  and 
there  aa  the  move.  No  so<»ier  had  I  got  them  to  <Sae 
(^ce  in  reqxmse  to  orders  which  it  seemed  impossible 
to  carry  out,  than  I  have  been  cursed  for  getting  them 
there,  and  hurried  away  to  some  other  point  to  find 
someone  waiting  for  me  there  with  mwe  cuss  words. 
I  am  a  wandering  Jew,  for  ever  on  the  move,  and  don't 
ever  expect  to  stop  again  as  long  as  I  live." 

While  at  General  Smith-Dorrien's  headquarters  I  was 
introduced  to  General  H.  de  B.  de  Lisle,  ciHnmanding 
the  and  Cavalry  Brigade.  General  de  Lisle  wanted  to 
get  back  to  his  command.  He  had  come  for  a  con- 
ference with  General  Smith-Dorrien.  We  ran  to  Guiscard 
or  near  it.  The  2nd  Cavah}'  Brigade  had  been  attacked 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  at  some  point  to  the 
north  of  Guiscard.  The  position  not  bemg  as  satis- 
factory as  desired,  de  Lisle  had  retired  bam  Guiscard 
at  eleven  o'clock  to  a  point  about  two  and  a  half  kilo- 
metres south  of  the  town.  There,  with  the  supp<Ht  of 
the  guns,  which  they  had  lacked  in  the  ponti<m  further 
north,  they  withstood  the  German  attack  for  over  two 
hours,  and  eventually  compelled  the  Germans  to  retire. 
We  passed  a  coui^  of  lorry  loads  of  wounded  before 
reaching  the  and  Cavaky  Brigade. 

I  had  not  before  had  an  opportunity  of  c(»iung  into 
contact  with  the  British  cavaky,  which  had  been  per- 
forming w(mderful  feats  of  valour,  and  whose  existence 
for  the  past  week  had  been  one  continual  rearguard 
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i^v  *L  "^^u  T^'t   ^pressed  with  their  splendid 
Gen^  rl'"V."''*^  *"*»«»^  °^  ti»«  day  before^ by 

La1?«  Thlv?^''^.®"!*'**  *^^^«^"  St.  Quentin  and 
of  rt^  J  ^  ^^  "*'  ^d  '«"*«d  a  couple  of  colnnuu 
«n£SS?     *^''*^'  *°^  demonstrated  their  absSute 

ii^i^i  ^""^^  ^"e^de  should  have  fought  so 
m<S^  *"  u'/i**"  ^^'^^  dismounted,  after  theSdS 
mounted  work  that  it  and  its  fellow  Brigades  l?d  b«m 

a7J'^^'^'''  ?^^^ '''  marvellSf^Sptabmr 
t^fj^"""!  *^*  ^y  *°d  told  us  that  heav/Si£ 

idd^iro^n^t:rs^'^^'  ^  *''  -«*  -^  ^^ 

The  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  was  billeted  that  ni^ht  ai 

/T«*K  1^    ^*^  *^®  ^**^*  *"d  Captain  "  RatUe  "  Barrett 
(15th  Hu9«u:s).  who  was  de  Lisle's  staff  captain^t 

Divouacs  for  the  three  regiments  of  the  Brigade— tS 

Hu«s?^rthT^?f  ^*^  ^^-^'  anS'tisr^?; 

f  Ji^*     "  **"  beautiful  summer  evening  we  watched 
two  British  aeroplanes  which  were  chasing  it  back  to 

Jhe^t^^?^*!^'^*!^  *^*  ^*«*«^  British  puSi  wis 
Ws  2^  "^  ****J"°'  ^'^^  *^«  Gennan  waJcleveT" 
t^.  foT^™^-  ^'  """^  ^  P'^ffs  of  smokrfTom 
wT^lS  Z H?  ^"  ^''J'!?*^'  ^^  the  airmen  fired  S 
I^^  .  ^PP***  ^d  dived,  circling  now  up  and  nw 
t^f  i'hr^  ^«adjly  away.  untU  tley  finaSy  pa^ 
Zrl:^^'oi  tY;cZ^i^^^^^^^"--^*°^-£^own 

officer whn^H^^K  "^"^  °"*^  ^**  ^^t^*^  oi  *be  cavalry 
t^ch  J?h  fh^^  ^^."^  '^°^  *"d  most  continuoS 
touch  with  the  enemy  from  the  beginning 

Haigs  ist  Corps,  they  agreeThad  the  best  oppor- 
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tunity  to  get  away  without  heavy  loss,  as  the  brunt  of 
the  German  attack  was  further  west,  on  Smith-Dorrien's 
2nd  Corps.  The  splendid  fight  put  up  by  Smith- 
Dorrien's  threatened  kft  saved  it  from  casualties  to  a 
greater  extent  than  was  yet  realised. 

How  comparative^  few  casualties  had  been  inflicted 
by  Von  Kluck's  snmhing  attack  we  did  not  know 
until  the  official  reports  tokl  us  that  on  the  retreat 
and  the  advance  to  the  Hame  the  total  for  the  three 
Corps  and  the  CavaJry  division  was  64  officers  and 
112  men  killed,  1,223  *^  ^  ranks  wounded,  and 
13,643  missing,  and  OMst  «<  them  of  course  either  IdUed 
or  wounded,  and  aot  nnwounded  prisoners.  Only 
15.142  from  a  force  of  over  100,000.  When  one 
takes  f  r<»n  that  number  tke  casualty  lists  of  Audregnies, 
Landrecies,  Guiscard,  N^,  the  fighting  near  Villers- 
Cotteret,  La  Ferte  Joowre,  and  the  conflicts  that  took 
place  near  the  Grand  Morin,  Petit  Morin.  and  the 
Mame  itself,  <Hie  reaUacs  that  Sir  John  French's  Army 
not  only  escaped  asailulation  at  Mons  and  Cambrai- 
Le  Cateau,  it  escaped  great  loss,  and  that  in  the  face 
of  circumstances  which  made  it  seem  impossible  it 
could  do  so.  At  least,  it  seemed  impossible  to  us,  a 
day  or  so  later,  that  it  had  done  so. 

Sord^t's  cutting  in  on  the  left  of  the  line  at  Cambrai 
with  his  guns,  and  letting  us  get  away  frcnn  the  Cambrai- 
Le  Caiteau  line,  was  freely  comment«l  on  by  the  cavalry. 
They  h»ew  how  greatly  Sorddt's  cavalry  had  helped  us. 

Most  engrossing  to  me  was  meeting  those  who  had 
been  last  in  St.  Qoentin.  On  Wednesday,  the  26th, 
the  great  battle  of  Cambrai-Le  Cateau  had  been  fought. 
Thursday  I  spent  in  St.  Quentin,  leaving  it  in  the  after- 
noon, when  rei>orts  of  oncoming  Germans  within  a 
conpte  of  kil<xnetres  of  the  town  wae  brought  in  by 
both  French  and  English  scouts. 

Friday  I  had  spent  in  Noyon.  The  cavalry  had  been 
in  and  about  St.  Quentin  most  of  that  day.  The  German 
occupation  of  the  town  had  been  delayed  until  nearly 
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b^Z^^A?^'  ?■  ^^^  i**^  ^•^^^  Guards,  had 
uiwB  Bcragpo-s  could  be  found.   In  thr  sauare  tiMr  *k. 

JSSSL  detS*.'^?^*'  ^'  ^-^^«^  <?^e"^*S 
▼anous  detachments,  who  were  seated  on  the  nav^J^ 

m  complete  exhaustion  and  utt«  r«£atiJ„^nTr! 

counl?;/ri.*^*^.  *^*  Germans  momentarily.    A 
abandoned  to  thdr  fatJ     BSSli^       *"  themselves 

whistte^    He  strapped  the  little  diim  to  his  Wt  ^^ 
«keSlSs?^mJe1^;^^*  ^"*^  Grsoadie^-V'    he 
Sure,  sir,"  was  the  reply. 

clear  and  shrill.  "  But  of  all  the  inriX  !!?^  1™*^ 
inj^e's  none  that  can 'c^jifwlS^^fJ^^^^^^ 

Rc^nnTK  '°^'  '^' J°  thTBritish  Gr«Sdiir'        ' 

of  ttTMa£7.^t  *^  *"™P**'^'  '^'^S^Ti  wing, 
oi  we  Major  s  enthusiasm,  putting  his  verv  h^JtZS 
sou^mto  every  inspiring  n^;.   '"«  ^  ^«y  J»«»rt  and 

They  reached  the  recumbent  group.    They  passed 
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it*  tired  length.  Now  they  came  to  the  la»t  man.  Will 
they  fed  the  ipirit  of  the  straining  notes,  rich  with  the 
tradition  of  the  grand  old  air  ?  Will  they  catch  the 
s^rit  of  the  big-hearted  Major,  who  knows  so  well  jnrt 
how  the  poor  la<to  fed.  and  seeks  that  q>ot  of  humour 
in  Tommy's  mak«-up  that  has  so  often  proved  his  very 
salvation  ? 

The  ^Murk  has  caught !  Some  with  tears  in  their  eyes, 
some  with  a  roar  of  laughter,  jump  to  their  feet  and  fall 
in.  The  weary  feet,  sore  and  bruised,  tramp  the  hard 
cobbles  nncmscious  of  their  pain.  Stiffened  limbs 
answer  to  call  of  newly-awakened  wills. 

"  With  a  tow,  row.  row,  with  a  tow,  row,  row,  to  the 
British  Grenadiers."  They  are  singing  it  now,  as  they 
file  in  long  column  down  the  street  after  the  big  form 
hanunering  the  toy  drum,  and  his  panting  trumpeter 
"  blowing  his  head  off  "  beside  him. 

"  Go  «i,  Colond  I  We'll  follow  you  to  hell,"  angs  out 
&  brawny  Irishman  behind  who  can  just  hobble  along 
on  his  torn  feet. 

Never  a  man  of  all  the  lot  was  Idt  behind. 

Down  the  road,  across  the  bridge,  mile  after  mile 
towards  Roye.  The  trumpeter,  blown.  »ibsides  for  a 
while,  then,  refreshed,  takes  «p  the  burden  of  the  noble 
tune  again. 

At  last  Tom  Bridges  turned  and  said  :  "  Now,  bo]r8. 
ahead  of  you  is  a  town  where  you  can  get  food  and 
drink  and  a  bit  of  rert  befm-e  you  go  on.  It  isn't  far. 
Good  hick ! " 

But  not  they.  They  were  not  going  to  lose  their  new- 
foimd  patrcm.  Clamour  rose,  shi^  and  eager.  "  Dcm't 
leave  us,  Colond,"  they  bqgged.  "  Don't,  for  God's 
sake,  leave  us !  They  all  left  us  but  you.  Well  follow 
you  anywhere,  but  where  to  go  when  you  leave  we 
don't  know  at  all." 

So  Bridges  toiled  on  to  Roye  with  them,  got  them 
food  and  billets,  turned  them  over  to  somecme  who 
would  see  they  got  on  to  their  ommands  in  some  way, 
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two  o'clock  in  the  meSing  ^^•"*'  ^'"^  ** 
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CHAPTER  III. 

On  Sunday,  the  30th,  I  rose  early  and  put  in  a  busy 
morning  in '  Compi^ne  on  messenger  work,  at  noon 
time  returning  to  G.H.Q.  for  further  orders.  The  day 
was  frightfully  hot,  the  sky  a  very  clear  blue,  quite 
pale  in  the  heat.  In  a  group  under  a  shady  tree  I 
found  Captain  Kirkwood,  good  fellow  and  soldier  ot 
fortune,  who  had  been  in  South  Africa,  big  game 
shooting,  when  the  war  cloud  gathered  over  Europe. 
Hurrying  back,  he  reached  Paris  in  the  early  days  of 
the  retreat,  and  after  some  difficulty  managed,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  he  was  an  ex-officer  of  British  cavalry 
to  get  permission  to  report  himself  to  Sir  John  French's 
Headquarters.  At  first  it  seemed  unlikely  that  he 
would  be  given  a  chance  to  join  up  with  the  Expedi- 
tionary Force,  but  he  had  been  told  that  morning  that 
if  he  would  report  to  General  de  Lisle  he  would  be 

Sven  work  to  do  as  a  Captain  of  the  4th  Dragoon 
uards,  who  had  lost  heavily  in  officers.  Kirkwood 
was  in  a  quandary,  wondering  how  he  could  obtain 
transportation  from  Sir  John  French's  Headquarters 
m  Compiigne  to  General  de  Lisle's  Headquarters 
wherever  they  might  be.  This  was  an  undertaking 
that  bristled  with  difficulties  owing  to  the  scarcity  <3" 
nM>tor  cars. 

He  told  me  his  troubles,  and  I  at  once  saw  an 
opportuni^  to  be  released  from  more  prosaic  duty  at 
Compiigne,  obtain  a  run  up  to  the  front,  and  possiUy 
see  something  of  the  rearguard  fighting. 

A  brief  explanation  of  the  situation  to  Major 
Bartholomew,  one  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  motor 
cars  attached  to  Headquarters  Staff,  was  sufficient  to 
•btam  permission  to  take  Captain  Kirkwood  to  2nd 
Cavalry  Brigade  Headquarters.    Knowing  that  the  and 
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0;'^2n«"f^'  is?  Wllcted  the  night  befo«  in 
be  to  J^*?;  rT^^*'*  °"''  "^^^  interesting  plan  would 
«l?r  ?  ?"'?«'nps  «nd  then  beat  south  atenffti^e 
^  they  had  taken  to  reach  the  Compile  So^ 

BHt.•srFo^^:^t:^if,•"b2ict^£'^Atnt  V'- 

™our  was  about  which  toW  of  a  confe^«  be^^ 

Sr?heT«nJh  l??i^*  xlvantage  gained  on  our  tSht 
21  whi.  r*  5th  Army  was  to  count  for  naught  « 

JS^fi^t  X""the'^i?  :t^"'trc^'""^" 

was  deaUntr  sled~  i? J.  iSL   •       the  German  centre 
^»n  again,  as  had  the  consequent  advance  of  thf 

F,|S*..*7^'  '"^^id"'!  "Md  assured  n>e  that  the 
Running  to  Choisy.  we  crossed  the  oise,  and,  gaining 
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Us  western  bank,  passed  through  Ribecourt.  Pushing 
on  with  a  clear  road  and  invigorating  sunshine  to  spur 
usj  It  would  take  but  a  few  minutes  to  cover  the  eight 
kilometres  to  Noyon.  The  favi  of  the  main  road  was 
insuchbwl  state  of  repair  that  a  temporary  path  had 
been  utihsed  under  the  trees  by  the  roadside.  It  was 
rough,  but  not  so  bad  as  the^w/,  except  that  here  and 
there  great  ditches  made  one  pull  up  rather  shaiply. 

Groups  of  country  folk  along  the  highway  waved  us 
on.    Once  Kirkwood  remarked  that  we  had  best  be 
careful,  as  we  were  surely  running  very  close  to  enemy 
countiy,  but  I  thought  we  were  certain  to  have  warning 
from  the  countiv  folk  if  any  German  had  been  seen  in 
the  vianity.    No  sooner  had  I  expressed  an  opinkm 
to  this  effect,  than  a  peasant  at  the  roadside,  a  bright- 
eyed,  bent,  httle  old  chap,  indulged  in  a  lively  panto- 
mime in  an  endeavour  to  attract  our  attention.    As  I 
was  running  well  over  forty  miles  per  hour  I  required 
a  few  )wds  for  stopping,  the  little  man  in  the  mean- 
time using  the  fore  fingers  of  each  hand  to  describe  as 
b«t  he  niight  above  his  head  the  appearance  of  the 
Uhlans  homed  helmets,  and  alternating  this  bit  of 
sign  language  with  unmistakable  motions  indtcattng 
pointed  moustoches  of  the  Kaiser  type.    As  we  slowrd 
down  he  ran  to  us,  and  in  answer  to  Kirkwood's  ques- 
tions, informed  us  that  the  Uhlans  were  just  ahead  of 
us.    I  suppose  we  looked  somewhat  incredulous,  and 
the  idea  n»y  have  come  to  him  that  he  had  not  suffi- 
ciently explained  himself,  for  again  he  went  through 
his  antics,  picturing  the  pointed  moustaches  and  the 
homed  Uhlan  helmets.    As  he  was  somewhat  inco- 
herent,   we    beckoned    to    another    peasant,    who 
approached  and  told  \is  quietly  and  with  great  con- 
viction that  thirty  Uhlans  had  but  a  few  moments 
before  passed  along  the  road  in  the  direction  in  which 
we  were  travelling.    This  was  alarming  informatron 
If  we  had  run  sufficienUy  far  into  the  German  lines 
for  Uhlan  patrols  to  be  passing  atong  the  road  in 
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«iJ5?lt!St,r^'  *•■"■•«•  «»  •*••  to  .void 

««  trees  bftheiSlS^  r    **"  5°™P*"'<«s  under 
mspS^  M  wiS  */"""*'"'  '^ey  made  no  movement 

fls£-,^i^^^^  ^^  ^^^t"d  iS 

through^rmSS^A^LnS'^  of p<»sibilities passed 
have  mCt  "wheel  olSS";  "^  *  **"«'  tyreVoSd 
another  UhliJJruti5^"^*°P'*i^5»  '«  "«  time: 
road  was  more  th^  liS  ?f^  ."  *''^«''  «de  of  the 
dSSt^  aT^^  £2SJv  1,r^  "«ht  have  spelSJ 

head  was  covered  with  pcrspi^tio^'raStiaJS^-^^f 
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suppose.  At  Ribecourt  we  met  a  British  officer  in  a 
car  and  a  motor  cyclist  with  him,  from  our  Intelligence 
Department.  They  were  bound  for  Lassigny.  We 
warned  them  in  due  time  and  they  proceeded 
cautiously  by  a  side  road,  to  the  west  of  the  point  at 
which  we  had  encountered  the  Uhlans. 

Leaving  Ribecourt  we  passed  a  British  cavalry 
patrol  of  eight  troopers.  We  again  reported  the 
presence  of  the  Uhlan  outpost  on  the  main  road.  The 
seigeant  in  command  of  the  patrol  told  us  that  in 
Chiry,  a  town  between  Ribecourt  and  Passel  and  only 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  or  less  to  the  weat  of  the  main  road, 
the  Uhlans  had  been  quartered  in  some  strength  all 
the  morning.  The  patrol  had  been  in  the  woods  not 
far  from  Chiry  watchiag  the  Uhlans  for  an  hour  or 
mote,  and  in  their  opinion  there  were  at  least  200  of 
them  in  and  about  the  town.  That  we  should  have 
thus  rushed  past  so  lai^e  a  force  and  come  back  again 
without  their  intercepting  us  was  a  matter  of  pure 
luck,  and  turned  what  might  have  been  a  serious 
matter  for  us  into  an  amusing  ad ,  enture.  We  must 
have  been  within  but  a  few  hundred  yards  of  them 
both  going  and  coming. 

We  had,  beyond  a  doubt,  been  well  within  the 
German  advance  line,  and  out  again  without  being  in 
the  least  the  worse  for  it. 

Crossing  the  Oise  we  ran  to  Le  Plessis  and  Brion, 
and  there  encountered  a  party  of  French  engineers 
who  were  waiting  to  blow  up  a  line.  They  told  us  all 
the  bridges  were  destroyed  south  of  Noyon.  We  met 
one  of  our  own  engineer  officers  who  told  us  that  the 
Ourscamps  bridge  was  blown  up  early  that  morning.  If 
we  had  planned  a  hasty  retreat  by  the  route  originally 
selected  we  would  have  been  nicely  caught  in  a  trap. 

I  gained  some  information  as  to  the  obstacles  we 
were  putting  in  the  way  of  the  advancing  Germans  by 
destroying  railways  and  bridges.  Everything  in  the 
nature  of  a  bridge  which  could  be  destroyed  had  been 
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^1^  te,\.  12:L!:'<'.r '«<»>«<•«■»". 

R""""!  movSSJt  ""'»«'""y  of  the  Gmn 

Tracy-Ie-Mont.  At  the  ftlrL.  u  °/  ^-*^«  *» 
Nqyin  and  So  ssons  hrLlrh  u  ^^^'^  ^^  '^^  ^^ 
landaulette  vSTSled^m  *  '**"^"»e  Rolls-Royce 
at  the  Sde^  the  ro^S  .*S^"'*  *  i*'<^&'^Ph  I»S 
standing  desjSndently^s  d/'!?'"^A^°'*"*=!!"^  ^ 
fork.  Jimmy  had  sudde^fv  bin  ^^^"^^^^^  the 
French  sentnr  who  harfJ^J^  ??"  confronted  by  a 
and  callS  .S,n  5.e  a.3^  l^^^  undeign,^ 

the  same  ^m^ i^Zd^^rSS Tu^'^l  '^  *»*''•  « 
pointing  it  reiy  dS5  s^  f?m«  °  ^?!  ^°"^^"  «"<* 
-who  happeSsd  to  £•  nm^^^o*"'^'.  ^'  *«  ^^ver 
muststopat  allcoste  he  tS  ,u^*^»^»«ns  that  he 
side,  whie  the  from  ax?e  s^.5  lu""  "^  '°  *«  «»d- 
with  dire  iSul^  'wi  tSk  *^'5*^^^^  P°^*^ 
fiom  the  car.  piled  it  Yn^  1^  S???r"i?^'<^ 
and.  taking  Rothschild  in  thTK-u       ^  Comw4gne, 

for  Tnicy-le-MonT   We  w  re  t^H  ^iT  V*^"^*^ 
of  Uhlan  scouts,  who  hf,!^      "*  '^^  '^"^t  "^  fi»H 

Junm,  Rothsffifc^HJ^,^^^ 

earned  at  the"  ready."  unlS  Sh   ^  ?    ^i*^^  *"<* 
demanded  that  he   ,hJ!w  i,    *  •  ^'''^^*'°«*  and  I 

direction  of  Ae  enemJ  mil.  f?  ''  P°'"*'^  »"  the 
of  our  heads  ^  '**^^'  '^^^  '"^"d^  the  back 

mopi:^  rcS:^en''fn'Sf  :r^  ^'f^  -  «>"«  ^ 
we£  ehlanTSev  ^«  nn5«*T;!2?  ''^*^'-  ^^  they 
meeting  us  as  w?  ^  ""doubtedly  quite  as  shy  cJ 

passed^ren^  sSS  t  S"^""".!  '^T     ^e 

re^yandw«tingforXlSg%ntr;  "^^  "*^' 

Tracy  was  a  beautiful  place.    Acre  "^Jfound  our 
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cavalry,  and  passed  squadron  after  squadron  and 
battery  after  battery  of  guns  on  the  way  southward  to 
Attichy.  From  Attichy  we  doubled  back  to  the 
village  of  Vieux  Moulin  on  the  south  of  the  Aisne 
where  we  found  General  de  Lisle. 

My  run  back  to  Compiigne  was  made  in  quick 
time  as  I  had  been  told  on  leaving  Headquarters  that 
G.H.Q.  was  to  be  moved  at  lo  o'clock  to  Villers 
Cotteret.  At  lo  o'clock,  however,  orders  were 
changed,  and  we  stayed  in  Compiigne.  Someone  had 
annexed  my  room  in  the  hotel,  so  I  sought  the  cot 
in  the  college  where  I  had  slept  my  first  night  in 
Compiigne.  I  was  alone  in  the  dormitory  and 
overslept  I  turned  out  on  the  morning  of 
Monday,  the  31st,  at  half  past  seven  and  found 
everyone  attached  to  G.H.Q.  gone,  except  one  or 
two  tardy  ones.  G.H.Q.  took  "  some  watching "  in 
those  days.  If  one  turned  around  it  was  likely  to 
disappear  to  the  southward.  Picking  up  a  couple 
of  staff  officers  as  passengers  I  was  soon  headed 
for  Senlis,  en  route  for  Dammartin,  the  next  town 
to  which  G.H.Q.  was  to  lend  the  dignity  of  its 
presence.  Near  Senlis  we  went  by  columns  of  French 
infantry.  For  the  first  time  during  the  campaign  I 
saw  the  sturdy  little  French  foot  soldiers  on  the  march. 
With  a  goodly  interval  between  each  company,  in 
loose  marching  order  they  scattered  all  over  the  road 
Their  heavy  kits  included  the  inevitable  tin  pots 
packed  on  their  backs.  It  seemed  cruel  to  garb  a 
soldier  in  such  clothes  on  a  hot  day.  I  little  realised 
how  much  I  was  to  admire  them  before  the  end  of  the 
campaign.  None  of  us  knew  what  we  were  yet  to 
owe  to  the  French  Army,  and  in  what  high  regard  we 
were  one  day  to  hold  it.  Near  St.  Vaast  the  road 
wound  tipwards  through  the  woods.  All  the  way  up 
the  ascent  we  passed  the  toiling  legion  in  long  blue 
coats  over  heavy  red  breeches,  pattering  aloi^,  uncom- 
plaining, always  on  the  move,  covering  the  ground 
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loveiy  village.    Extdences  of  war  were  there,  cam  full 

aSted  if  JT*  ^°'  P?'""8^-    ^  ^*d  «  f«»t  run  and 
amved  at  Dammartin  in  advance  of  G.H  Q 

ine  parts  of  my  car  known  to  the  mwhanicallv 
minded  as    universal  joints  needed  VJ^nJ^ 
«xess.ble  things,  universal  joints.    TJdS^ycarto 
foJl  tL'l"  ?*  '^^^^^  I  seemed  sure  of^S5<S 

Me^f'L^l^^  ""'^''  ^"^  »>™*«.  *nd  with  maS 
irrelevant  remarks  proeeeded  to  unlace  the  leather 
boots  which  covered  the  oarta  l^tJ^^Jl^ 
Plastering  them  wi^what  pS^f  £e  SSft  ^^ 

SS^llriS^n^"*-.??^  "7  conscientious  effort 
Th^  Jr^K  '°  r"^^"^  from  beneath  the  car. 
^nt.^^5!  ™^-  J  '^y  be*d  down,  the  cSb 
P««yentMig  escape  on  the  lower  side.  I  lUw  so  nS 
a  fit  between  the  bottom  of  the  step  and  S^  wySf 
^eg.  that  to  riggle  up-hill  on  my*^%S  g 
^clt  C^l^"«n«/.  after  fruitless  labours  to 
SF  J«tf  m>^lf,  I  lay  for  half-an-hour  until  a  oouote 
of  doughty  Scots  passed.  When  they  had  \i^S 
S^  AeJ  ^S?  *^  j»"«r  «f.  the  siLtion.^?^ 

SLnteJS^^^'  "^^  "°"=  disreputable  in  appeaaiS 
^^^"^*^**  limousine  car  reached  Dammartin  an 

IS  W^'&^^p*'"^?"^  and  the  seats  werecSlenS 
Tdtr  f?^  T  Frenchmen  were  coming  from  Mont- 
t  UhfaS'Tif  ^K**^'  morning  and  we%  ambtS!^ 
oy   umans  along  the  road.     The  driver  was  shot 
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thfough  the  body,  but  managed  to  keep  the  wheel 
and  get  the  car  well  away  to  safety  a  mile  or  so 
further  on,  when  he  succumbed  to  his  wounds. 
Beside  him  his  brother  had  been  shot  dead  Taking 
the  driver's  place  when  he  collapsed,  one  of  the 
occupants  of  the  car  had  brought  it  on  to  our  Head- 
quarters— a  gory  spectacle. 

An  enffineer  oflker  told  me  of  a  little  tragedy  in  his 
corps.  Two  R.E.  officers  and  half-a-dozen  men  had 
been  sent  back  to  bk>w  up  a  bridge  near  Compi^;ne. 
They  set  rapidly  about  their  work,  and  were  but  half 
through  it  when  a  volley  from  cover  near  by  hit  the 
officers  and  five  of  the  men,  one  only  escaping. 

Jimmy  Radley,  in  describing  what  he  called  a  "  real 
day's  work,"  incidentally  showed  of  what  value  the 
motor  car  has  become  in  militaiy  operations. 

On  the  d^  before— Sunday— he  had  taken  a  staff 
officer  from  Compi^ne  to  Soissons,  and  thence  as  far 
north  as  Laon.    Pushing  still  north  to  Nouvion,  near 
La  Fire,  they  reached  the  Headquarters  of  the  French 
General  commanding  the  extreme  French  left.    There 
they  learned  that  the  big  fight  at  Guise  had  been 
followed  by  severe  fighting  at  Renansart  and  Mayot, 
not  far  to  the  northward    In  sjMte  of  the  report  that 
the  Germans  were  even  then  comii^  into  La  Fire,  in 
order  to  get  to  St  Gobain,  Jimmy's  staff  officer  dashed 
thfOugh  Danizy  and  past  La  Fire,  sighting  no  Ger- 
mans, though  evidently  all  but  in  touch  with  them. 
Next  they  visited    Coucy-le-Chlteau,  m  rouU  for 
Soissons.    At  Coucy  they  were  warned  that  Uhlans 
had  been  seen  at  Bagneux,  some  distance  south.    The 
Soissons  road  was  the  line  of  retreat  of  our  ist  Coips, 
and  passage  of  it  was  difficult    From  Soissons,  the 
car  turned  northward  again,  and  for  the  second  time 
visited  Lam,  soon  to  be  evacuated  in  the  face  of  the 
rapid  German  advance.     The  road  firom  Soissons  to 
Laon  was  full  of  Belgian  soldiers  and  refugees  from 
Namur.    Leaving  Laon,  Radley  sped  south  to  B^vg, 
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then  through  Bnitnes.  buk  to  Soisions.  and  finally 

Some  charming  French  folk  Insisted  most  hospiubly 

was  all  the  more  a  blessing  as  the  sole  villaffe  inn  was 
f'SSI^  ^'  uninviting-an  ^ce^c^Sl 

.f^J"**?"®"*  "^^'^  ■*  *?8^  *P««*  »»*d  depleted  my 
stock  of  spare  tyres.  I  found  myself  without  oi^ 
remaming  spare  cover  o  tube.  As  none  were  avaU- 
able  about  Hewiquartefs  nor  seemed  likely  to  be,  and 
the  Gates  of  Paris  were  less  than  thirty  kilom^ 
t^J^^}  f^li  Permission  to  run  to  Paris  that  even- 
mg  to  replenish  my  stock  of  pneumatics  and  return 
before  dayb.cak.    I  wa,  told  tW  no  official  pcmJS 

^■^^i^r^  ^'*"^*^  *>"^  **»*'  I  would  Sot  be 
required  before  morning  if  I  chose  to  Uke  upon 
myself  the  responsibility  of  the  journey.  pSSS 
Muiat.  who  was  at  that  time  attached  as  a  French 

S^^J" '"'??-^*"  1°  ^•"•Q '  ^  »"««"»  to  "«n  into 
S    li  K^*'  ^  "°*°'  *^'  *"«^  '  S^^y  agreed  that  he 
should  bear  me  company.   We  r^chc^  Paris  by  dusk 
passmg  a  number  of  French  troops  scattered  h^e  and 
there  m  the  towns  on  the  way.    We  were  frequently 
challenged,  and,  m  fact,  through  some  distriS  went 
pass  m  hand.    At  first  sight,laris  seem^qSe  S- 
affected  by  the  proximity  of  the  fighting,  bult  as  dusk 
came  on,  and  we  entered  the  central  part  of  the  city 
f«J??!l™"*ii  y^  different  aspect.     A  visit  to  the 
f2?!li!!. '?'*'"*?  *;?  °'^*'  ^"^  *«  necessary  covers 
SI    «**^/'°i?  */  ^'^'"^  ^"^  O'Sce-    Amied  with 
lh«  r^'S^P^T^^' J?I  ?"'  '^}^^ents  we  repaired  to 
Uie  GKuid  Palais  d' Automobiles,  which  was  the  supply 
dep6t  for  all  motor  requbites.    We  found  the  ^eat 
hall  full  of  cars,  and  plentiful  supplies  of  tyres  and 
petrol  available.    AH  ^as  busUe  aS  hur^.  bUTevTr? 
deference  was  j>aid  to  our  requests,  and  we  were  soon 
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supplied  with  our  needs.    It  was  dark  by  this  time. 

and  headlights  were  denied  us.    Paris  at  night  in  war 

time  was  no  place  for  a  motor  car.    A  visit  to  Murat's 

flat  in  the  Avenue  de  Monceau  necessitated  a  journey 

that  more  than  once  nearly  proved  my  undoing.   How 

lescaped  the  excavations  in  the  streets,  which  seemed 

for  ever  to  be  in  front  and  upon  all  sides  of  me,  I 

never  knew.     As  we  returned,  the  great  semaphore 

arms  of  the  searchlights  on  the  tops  of  some  of  the 

iMiildings  down  town  waved  back  and  forth  across 

the  inky  sky.    We  reached  the  Ritz  with  a  sigh  of 

reUef,  and  sat  down  to  a  civilised  dinner.    Only  eight 

or  nine  tables  in  the  dining-room  were  occupied.    THie 

Spanish  Ambassador  was  at  one  table  and  Sir  Frands 

Bertie,  the  English  Ambassador,  at  another.    I  had  a 

chat  with  Sir  Francis,  telling  him  some  general  news 

of  the  retreat,  and  obtaining  from  him  some  idea  of 

the  general  operations  in  return.    He  told  me  that  the 

day  before  bombs  had  been  dropped  on  Paris  from 

German  aeroplanes,  and  a  couple  of  people  had  been 

reported  killed  thereby.    At  one  Uble  was  a  group  <rf" 

Americans  in  golf  clothes. 

P«is  was  rife  with  rumours.  Two  French  staft 
officers  told  of  a  big  engagement  on  that  day,  but 
they  had  no  details.  At  ten  o'clock  I  suggested 
returning  to  Dammartin,  but  Murat  and  otherFrench 
friends  declared  that  such  a  project  would  be  suicidal. 
It  was  bad  enough,  they  argued,  to  traverse  the  roads 
mside  the  fortifications  in  the  day  time.  French 
Reservist  sentries  were  a  bit  jumpy  at  that  season. 
One  of  my  French  staff  officer  acquaintances  retailed 
a  story  of  one  of  the  Reservist  sentnes  who  had  turned 
out  a  whole  regiment  to  meet  the  onslaught  of  a 
German  force,  which  proved  to  be  an  inoffensive  herd 
<M  cows,  two  of  which  the  sentry  had  accounted  for 
before  the  arrival  of  reinforcements.  Yielding  to 
pressure  of  sound  counsel,  I  ran  out  to  Muraf  s  flat  and 
accepted  his  hospitality  for  the  night    We  would  have 
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J|J^™«[«»dboi^^  along  the  boukvudi 

^  ^S^^S^fla^^'  Scptembw  i«t,  I  WM 
S??.^,^**»*  ^^^  "«*»^  »«y  «»tui«t  of  didly 
FwWan  lift  were  In  quite  normel  evidence.  Tli 
■Meii  wen  being  washed  as  usual,  and  the  eariy 
norning  market  caits  weie  rolling  along  in  quite  thdr 
cuatomary  leisurely  fcshioa  CrSirds  5f  peSple  were 
Mw^y  surging  to  the  railway  stations.  Cabs  or  such 
eonvej-aaoes  were  notable  V  their  absence.    Sentries 

iSSL^ilSai  P*'**«»^y  •*  ««way  CRMsings  or 
MdpOooked  roe  «ver  bteiestedly.  and  once  or 

^^,-?rPP~  "*•  •**  ■*>«*  «*<*«  inspection  but 
peculiarly  enough,  I  was  not  requited  to  show  a  pass 

i^J^SmS^J  '^  ^M**"  '*  kUometres  oulNoJ 
rtrts.  The  6th  Corps  under  Maunoury  vas  aheady 
Manning  to  move  northward  from  Paris,  and  the 

CIS  !!5l5~**^u"'''?^  *«*«*•  R«enrists  were 
bunr  diggfaig  trenches  here  and  there,  end  I  heard 
•nosaw  the  smoke  of  one  or  two  expfei  ions  where 
BoittM  were  being  cleared  away  to  afford  a  better  line 
?  "!L  **  "**  ****"  wound  Paris.  Further  north, 
threugh  towns  in  which  French  troops  were  garrisoned. 
SJLiTfkTL^u  «»?»**«*  <*«n«d.  In  one  small 
^TC!  ^^  •**  ****^ ''  *»  **»«*«  different  sentries. 

Arriving  at  Dammartin  I  found  Sir  John  French's 
Headquarters  were  in  a  quaint  little  chiteau  faced  bv 

%^S^*L^  "**^  "^^  **<^  ^  beautiful  flowers. 
«*M^g^officcr8  were  k)cated  in  the  msrhhouses  and 
ne  am)tafng  servants'  quarters  of  the  chiteau.  Out- 
m  the  gates,  in  a  lane  of  truly  rural  appeaiance  and 
dimeostetM,  were  all  sorts  of  motor  cars.  G.H.Q. 
was  just  tunung  out  when  I  drove  up,  oflken  and 
men  busying  themsehres  with  hurried  toilets  in  what- 
Wjer  recMtade  tiiey  could  find  that  would  hold  water. 
All  asked  eagerly  of  news  from  Paris. 
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I  called  at  the  G.H.Q.  Post  Office  for  a  letter,  and 
Major  Warren,  in  chai^  of  all  questions  relating  to 
the  post,  delivered  a  homily  on  the  disappointments 
and  delays  in  that  department.  Letters  had  arrived 
the  night  before  which  had  been  posted  in  London 
fourteen  days  previously.  Letters  outbound  from  the 
Expeditionary  Force  were  first  carefully  censored  and 
had  most  of  their  contents  deleted  Once  prepared 
for  despatch  they  awaited  a  supply  train,  and  were 
then  taken  to  our  supply  base,  sometimes  a  day  or 
two  after  being  turned  in  to  G.H.Q.  At  the  supply 
base  they  were  again  censored,  subsequently  to 
IKOceed  leisurely  to  the  rail  base.  There  they  were 
censored  once  more.  They  were  then  considered  ripe 
to  be  forwarded  to  England. 

On  arrival  in  London  they  were  held  for  four  or  five 
days  to  ensure  that  any  news  they  might  contain 
would    be    sure   to    be  stale.     This  procedure  we 
accepted  as  a  matter  of  course  without  complaint.    We 
had  little  time  for  letter  writing  and  little  desire  to 
transmit  any  information  except  the  news  as  to  our 
bodily  welfare.    I  was  not  nearly  so  much  concerned 
with  what  manner  of  communication  I  could  send  to 
England  as  with  the  failure    to  obtain  news  from 
London.     The    short    notice   which   preceded   my 
departure  made  me  all  the  more  anxious  to  obtain 
v/ord  from  home,  but  I  was  destined  to  be  a  long  time 
without  it    One  authentic  story  that  I  heard  during 
the  retreat,  re  the  Censor,  is  quite  worth  repeating. 
The  address  which  we  were  required  to  give  to  our 
firiends  at  home  was  simply  General  Headquarters, 
British  Expeditionary    Force.     If  we   indited   thb 
cabalistic  formula    on   the   outside  of  an  envelope 
containing  a  letter  to  England  the  communication  was 
instantly  destroyed.    If  we  headed  a  letter  with  this 
superscription  it  was  torn  off.    If  we  embodied  the 
address  in  the  body  of  the  letter,  however,  it  was  let 
through.    One  day  a  number  of  us  were  comparing 
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!3**'*5***  *"**  '^®**  ***^  ^"«  undeniably  set  forth 
and  evidence  produced  as  to  their  authenticiW. 

«JI.«r!"S  ^*7  S'"^"  ?"**  ^  *»»^  *«d  *he  Censor 
present  at  that  j Ai«^  and  to  have  expressed  to  him. 

mi&  ^  individually,  our  opinion  as  to  his 

n  Ji!^*^'^  P!!lf  ^  *,*  morning  I  spent  watching  a 
;^«.r  SS  '''^'"  °f  «"PP»y  Jomes  and  ammunition 
J^gons.  Doiens  and  dozens  and  dozens  of  wagons 
of  horse  transport  passed  through  the  town.  For 
ilrli"  Ti  "^  ^eroaaed  with  the  field  wireless 
service,  which  was  working  steadily.  A  Scottish 
o^pyiy  WM  guarding  a  Silesian  oflWer.  who  had  a 
J^  in  his  nght  arm.  He  was  a  fine-looking 
JTO^S^ko '^  *"  *  '"*^  ^^  ""*^°""  *""*  handsomi 
At  lo  o'clock  I  met  an  officer  who  wanted  to  obtain 

S?^"**T  '°J?T"^^  J°'"  ^^  3rd  Cavahy 
Br^e.  I  expected  to  find  that  the  Germans  hsS 
c^aed  the  Aisne  and  were  south  of  Soissons.  but  I 
offwed  to  run  up  that  way.    I  was  anxious  to  see 

r^ofTan^^SleS  ""^^'^  "^'^     "^^  ^  ^ 
The  refugees  along  the  road  were  pitiable.     A 

sobbing  bitterly.     Loads  of  women  in  farm  Zxta 
went  by  oymg.    One  mother  with  her  baby  asked 

^'**i;S:i^°'Krfr  °^  '^^  ^"»*~-  when  tow  tS^ 
were    undoubtedly  moving  southward  she  made  a 

Jfaenuous  effort  to  be  biave  The  baby  raisedUslTttle 
nf:Jf     i°"i?^  ^^'  '^'^  *"<*  ~<^  to  her.    Kissing 

^J^U  '."?/'<«^  ofGerman  atrocities  tiiat  Sey 
were  well-nigh  frantic.  There  was  no  complaint  and 
no  reviling  of  the  British  for  dropping  back,  bul  it  tw 

STJ?^'  "r^  °^  '^^  P«^  fo'J^  ~"W  not  undeitTS 
the  continual  retreat  There  seemed  no  end  of  the 
refugees,  cartload  after  cartload  passing  by  filled  with 
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women.    It  was  indeed  rare  that  we  saw  a  man  amonff 
the  refugees. 

A  light  touch  was  given  by  a  gracious  lady  and  her 
young  son,  who  were  just  about  to  depart  from  Beta 
m  their  motor-car.  With  true  French  politeness  she 
explamed  to  us  that  she  wished  to  give  her  chAteau 
to  the  British  in  case  it  would  be  of  use  to  them.  The 
likelihood  that  night  would  find  the  Germans  in  it 
made  this  seem  almost  a  joke. 

We  started  for  Villers  Cotteret  for  lunch,  and 
shortly  after  one  o'clock  reached  the  outskirts  of  Ivor 
Heavy  rifle  firing  could  be  heard  in  front,  and  the 
enemy  was  evidently  well  south  of  Villers.  A  bitter 
fight  was  in  progress  in  the  woods  in  front  of  us.  The 
4th  Guards  Brigade  were  hard  at  it  They  suffered 
severe  losses,  although  they  scored  off"  the  Germans  in 
the  hand-to-hand  fighting  in  the  forest. 

Giving  up  the  idea  of  going  to  Villers,  we  worked 
southward,  passing  the  5th  Brigade  of  the  2nd  Division, 
consisting  of  Worcesters,  Highland  Light  Infantiy.and 
Connaught  Rangers.  It  was  a  hot  day,  and  the 
Tommies  were  very  tired  and  feeling  the  heat.  The 
enemy  were  not  many  kilometres  behind  and  pressing 
on  rapidly.  We  found  the  Germans  had  been  in  Ci^py 
for  some  hours,  and  were  moving  south  in  considerable 
strength.  Our  rearguards  were  in  position  between 
Betz  and  Cr^py. 

Having  delivered  the  offker  as  near  to  his  command 
as  possible,  I  called  at  General  Haig's  Headquarters 
at  Mareuil,  a  town  on  the  Ourcq,  to  see  if  I  could  teke 
back  a  message  to  Dammartin.  It  was  evening  before 
I  was  ^ain  on  the  road.  Running  south  on  the  Meaux 
road,  I  found  it  filled  with  refugees  in  all  sorts  of 
vehicles.  Big  wagons  half  loaded  with  straw  and 
piled  with  countiy  folk  ambled  along,  pulled  by  four 
oxen.  Hordes  of  women  and  children  were  walking 
trudging  along  in  the  dust  beside  heavily-laden 
vehicles. 
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I  arrived  at  Dammartin  just  after  7  o'clock,  and 
whjle  waiting  outside  G.H.Q.  encountered  Capt^S 
OMahonjy.  of  the  Army  Service  Corps.  He  had 
been  captured  by  the  Germans,  and  made  good  his 
escape.  I  gathered  some  of  the  details  from  him.  but 
he  was  so  sleepy,  that  to  obtain  a  careful  account  of 

thLf'^P^'^"'^  "^"^  ^'*^^'-  After  awakening  him 
three  or  four  times  as  he  sa.  in  my  car  telling  me  the 
stoiy,  I  gave  it  up  as  a  bad  :^h  and  let  him  slumber 
m  peace. 

The    incident    of    O'Mahcney's    escape    is    well 

driven  ^  ^  ^^'        ^^^  '*  J"''  ^  ^*  ^^^°^^  *»y^ 

JlP^'^u'^^^  '^'^  "^^'^  P°^'"&  *^°ng  '"  a  low-lying 
Zt  Jl^  *™?'^^  r'^  retreating,  and  we  knew  we 
were  making  for  the  southward.     I   did  not  know 

Z^T.r  "^T-  ^  ""^  ^"^'"S  ^«  <»Ptain's  car,  and 
we  had  one  chap  in  the  tonneau  with  us.   The  Captain 

!kS  T*!u  ^^P  *  5°°**  look-out  behind  and  see 
that  the  three  lornes,  which  were  following  us,  kept 
close  together.  V/e  numbered  about  a  score  all  told, 
besides  the  Captain.  He  had  told  me  to  go  slo,^  a- 
we  were  sure  to  butt  against  French  or  Engliih  sent 
Deiore  long,  and  the  slower  we  went  the  more  likely 
'!^n^^  '°  avoid  trouble.  We  knew  the  enemj 
were  not  far  away,  and  heard  all  sorts  of  stories  about 

i«!l«.    "5  *"  ?«*"  '^"^  ^'^  *"°**»^^'  close  behind  us  or 

hXhir*:eh^^H.'"^  '^^^  '^'^«^*^  ^^*-"- 

"We  crawled  along  with  sidelights  lit,  without  head 
lighte^as  we  had  run  out  of  carbide  days  before. 

The    mist   grew  thicker  and  the  road  blacker 

^^n.Zi^''''  ^  ***°"^?'  I  ^  off  it  altogether,  but 
managed  to  save  myself  and  the  car  just  intime. 

th*.  ^^^T  "*?!  °"'  *"  ^"""^  °^  "»^'  «"«*  as  I  pulled 

?ff  K     ^'  u  l5*^  '^*'°'  ^*^  ^'"^os'  touching  him, 
and  he  was  holding  his  rifle  at  the  ready.  The  Captain 
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rose  beside  me  and  said,  '  English,' just  as  I  heard  a 
voice  m  front  saying,  •  Get  out  of  that  car.' 

"With  those  five  words  I  knew  we  were  up  against 
It,  for  they  were  spoken  with  a  sure-enough  German 
accent 

"  I  stood  up,  and  the  Captain  dismounted  from  the 
car.  He  was  told  to  unload  his  pistol  and  hand  it 
over  to  a  German  officer  who  came  from  behind  the 
gantry.  I  could  see  several  Germans  by  that  time. 
They  were  big  chaps,  and  wore  enormous  helmets 
with  great  spikes  on  the  top,  which  made  them  look 
very  tall  in  the  mist. 

"  I  heard  the  engines  behind  us  still  running.  The 
driver  of  one  of  the  lorries  had  enough  presence  of 
mind  to  ditch  his  machine.  That  put  it  out  of  com- 
mission as  far  as  the  Germans  were  concerned,  for  no 
one  could  bother  in  that  sort  of  a  night  with  that  sort 
of  a  road  to  pull  the  lorry  out  of  the  mud  and  water. 
The  lony  behind  the  one  that  was  ditched  was  so  close 
to  it  that  It  had  to  be  backed  to  get  it  round.  A  little 
ingenuity  got  a  back  wheel  of  that  one  into  the  ditch 
as  well.  That  caused  some  swearing  by  the  Germans, 
but  they  had  bagged  the  car  and  one  lony  and  twenty- 
one  prisoners,  so  I  suppose  they  thought  they  had 
done  well  enough.  They  disarmed  us  all,  and  started 
us  off  by  the  road,  surrounded  by  cavalry. 

"I  talked  with  the  Captain  about  the  fix  we  were 
in,  but  he  saw  nothing  for  it  but  to  drive  on  as  ordered. 
We  passed  at  least  a  Division  of  cavalry.  The  Captain 
toought  we  had  seen  four  Brigades.  They  were  a 
fine-looking  outfit,  splendid  horses,  and  fine-lookine 
men.  * 

"At  daybreak  we  were  brought  before  some  sort  o! 
commander.  The  Captain  was  told  to  dismount  from 
the  car,  and  was  taken  over  into  the  field  to  talk  to 
the  German  chap,  who  gave  him  a  cigarette  as  he 
canieup.  I  could  hear  the  conversation.  The  German 
spoke  good  enough  English  to  pass  as  an  Englishman. 
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us?  '"'*  ^"*  '**'"^  **  ^^'^  '*^' '  ^^y  "«  yo"  fighting 

♦i,"J^*.5'*P**'"  '^^'^^  *»c>«  his  shoulders,  looked 
Acbigchap  steught  in  the  eye,  and  said: "nTat^ 
not  a  fair  question,  sir.'  mans 

veiir^^*"  """*^' ''"'  ^'' '  ^"*"P«  not '  sounded 

h.m*ini*^fi^n  "!?"*."* '"  ^"n*"  ^th  an  officer  by 
him,  and,  finally,  turning  to  the  Captain,  said-  •  We 

do  not  want  you  with  L  We  are  a  f&i^  wlumn 
and  cannot  be  bothered  with  you ;  but  w^shajThSS 
to  keep  you  with  us  until  we  c£n  hknd  you  ov«  toSS 
fostsuiyly  train  we  meet.  You  will  LveTa«^ 
Sm  *'*"?'^  and  do  your  best  to  do  just  as  you  ^ 
Slh^^n  "''^^  ^"  movements  conform  vdth  our 
r  ^lon"?  P^*^^"-    ^^  ^"^^  "'e^t  had  not  be^n 

Siuld^Shlvi,»^%^**'*   '«=^'  ^«  sentries 
would  probably  have  fired  upon  you  instead  of  takimr 

you  pnsoner.    As  it  is.  you  a/an  inconveSence^ 

u^  r"  ""^*  •'**'  ***  in  mind' 
rn,.w  u   '  '•**  Captain  came  back  to  the  car.    I 

f  S?  /^u  ^*  ^^  downhearted.  We  moved^one 
anH  kSJ^'^'u"''"  sunounded  by  plenty  of  caJSf 
and  before  the  sun  was  well  up  firing  cimmenoSfa 
front  I  pulled  up  when  I  heard  the  bullets  ciitAeir 
way  through  the  trees  overhead.  A  bS^  mouSS 
chap  near  me  pointed  his  lance  up  the  rSd^ 
motjoned  to  me  that  I  had  better  grt  on  ^I  3?d 
No  German  near  us  at  that  time  sMke  any  English 

??S*^  in.getting  me  to  go  right  on.  ^ 

me  firmg  grew  rather  hot,  though  the  bullet* 

S  «^^!?^  P""y  ^^^    A  lane  led  awaj  to  tte 
nght,  and  we  were  chased  down  that  and  tih«  sent 
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to  tiie  left.  Finally  we  were  made  to  come  back 
Jjain,  «jd  then  go  still  further  to  the  left.  E^ 
htUe  while  we  came  into  the  line  of  fire,  and  moli 
than  once  the  bullets  whistled  uncomfortSly  doS  ^ 
nLn^t-^*^*""  said  that  it  was  beconSng  quite 
plwn  to  him  we  were  being  purposely  exposed    ^ 

"We  waited  about  fifteen  minutes  at  fwrner,  and 
a  German  officer  rode  up  and  told  us  in  English  to  go 

•i'iw't''  '°^:.  ^"^  ^*P^'n  spoJ^e  "P  then,  aHd 
said  that  he  considered  we  were  being  put  into  the 
way  of  the  fire  of  our  troops  with  the  ideS  of  «ttine 
us  shot  by  our  own  lot.  The  Hun  officer  only  slAigged 
his  shoulders  and  gave  no  answer.    A  momentlfter 

.!^  °^^'  *"^  **"^' '  Give  me  that  map  case.' 
.  Jhe  Captain  replied:   'I  have  no  bbjection  to 
giving  up  my  pistol  and  field  glasses,  but  when  It 

'^^  ^u  f*K'"S  ™y  ™*P  «««•  particularly  as  it  b 
empty,  it  looks  to  me  more  like  robbeiy  than  any- 

"§^^    ^®  ™2P  «»e  is  my  private  property.' 
rhe  German  oflficer  looked  very  sour  at  this,  and 
gave  another  shrug  to  his  shoulders,  and  tossing  uo 
his  head  went  away  mumbling  something  in  German. 

-We  were  with  a  fine  regiment  for  about  half  an 
hour  after  this,  when  finally  the  fight  drifted  round 
«ir  way  again.  Someone  told  the  Captain  that  the 
British  cavalry  were  immediately  in  firont  Apparently 
the  regiment  who  were  looking  after  us  was  not  ex- 
pected to  make  a  stond,  for  it  started  away,  a  squadron 
at  a  time,  at  the  gallop— a  very  fine  sight  as  they  tore 
through  the  woods.  f      ^ 

"We  were  taken  from  the  car  and  the  lorry,  and 
marched  through  the  woods  a  bit,  and  finally  put  in  a 
deg)  ditch  m  charge  of  an  officer  and  twelve  men.  A 
stiff  lot  of  nfle  fire  went  over  our  heads.  The  oflScer 
m  chaige  of  us  seemed  a  rather  decent  sort  of  German 
and  spoke  a  few  words  of  English.  His  men  were' 
finng  regulwly  but  were  keeping  down  behind  the 
top  of  the  ditch  safely,  so  they  could  not  have  been 
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doing  much  damage.  The  Germa-  came  over  to 
where  the  Captain  was  lying,  and  sai  down  there  for 
a  few  minutes,  every  little  while  repeating  two  English 
words,  which  seemed  about  the  only  thing  he  <»uld 
produce  m  the  way  of  talk.  '  Very  hot,  v^  hot,'  he 
would  say,  and  gnn. 

I  n  J?lf  ^"^^J'  '^^^  "'""^  *o  the  left  a  bit  and 
f!IIi  K..iw"U?"*  became  more  fierce  again.  One  or 
two  bullets  began  to  smg  down  the  ravine  rather  than 
acn^  Ae  top  of  it.  We  had  all  been  safe  enough  ^ 
to  this  time  so  long  as  we  lay  low.  When  the  firine 
^«fo'?S;'*r°  ??  left,  however,  the  officer  Zf 
?^ZJu  **  Captain  and  shook  hands,  and  said 
Goodbye.'     He  evidently  did  not  intend  that  all 

S!m"'*'"A°"'l'*'*'''''  ?'  °"'y  ^°  Of  three  went  with 
lumjand  then  two  or  three  more  a  bit  later 

thaTSLpP'*^"  ^°^A '"  .^"  ^^''^  **t  >t  was  more 
than  hkely  we  would  be  shot  before  the  last  of  the 
Germans  left  us,  and  the  next  few  minutes  of  waiting 
me7ll.™^^  to»gh.     The    suspense    nearly  madf 

1  J't.^'  ^**^  *^'  the  Germans  had  gone  except  one  evil- 
lookmg  priA^te.  I  never  saw  such  a  villainous  face  on 
any  man.  No  one  out  of  the  whole  German  Armv 
could  have  been  picked  for  a  murderer  whose  looks 
would  have  better  fitted  the  part.  A  low  forehead 
najTow  slits  of  shifty  eyes,  a  m^  thin-lippei  S 
vnth  chin  just  square  enough  to  show  youXat  he  was 

JiU^rT??^  *°  "^  '^"'"e^  *  i°^  »<■  it  took  his 
fancy.    I  shall  never  forget  his  face 

w^I!wuf  ""Fnl^tl"^^  down  again,  and  the  sriUness 
W5  awful.  For  the  first  time  I  counted  our  boys  and 
found  four  were  missing :  there  were  fifteen  left  besides 
.%?  o  Tf^^"  *«  '^y^^^'  *"^  ^«  ^^«  a"  lying  together 

loo^  on  h?!  l^^/^y^  ^y^^  *^y  fr°™  ^"'•'  the  evil 
i^rSl  ^  ^f  ^^""^^  mesmerised  me.  He  handled 
his  nfle  in  a  threatening  manner  for  a  minute,  and 
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'  tWHS*  **;?'!?  ***?!!««''*»«'««»'*«<»  trigger. 
dTto  SS^  f^"*  afWds  that  it  was  all  heSSd 
W  K.^*^  jumping  at  him  and  downing  him, 

nave  meant  a  bullet,  sure. 

n.wSffr'*'  ^^  ^'^  **^*  ^  •«»'«.  »nd  our  guard 
ff^/7^  "?T*"'  •»  **»<>»«*>  undecided  wlSit  to 
do.    At  lut,  with  an  oath  he  turned  and  boltod 

!2d  dSaS^"      ***'**^  *"  ""^^  "•  ''•"^ 

f  JlII*!i.""*'  '^  •**  8^*  '^w*  he  went  we  almort 
teumL!!*^ '^  J?* '^**»-  OneortwoofS; 
bo3«,  jumped  up  and  bqgan  to  cheer,  but  this  drewa 
Storm  of  fire  at  us  and  over  us,  and  the  Captain's 
rMnarksweremorepointedthanpoUte.    TheresSmed 

t^  l3iw"f  "?  "i^  the  attention  of  ouTSS 
troops  Immediately  in  front,  so  we  decided  to  hook  It 

No  G^Xn^'  **^**  ^'^^u  ^*  ?**  «'  ^  don't  know. 
No  Germans  were  m  sight     We  started  up  the 

22^^**  **~^  i^«  **  '^  *«  *«  >«ft  «ntil  we 

*^*'^?i.**"***°,"-  A  ""«  '^>rtJ»e^  on  we  cSe  in 
i^J*     °"*  of  our  avaliy  patrols,  and  half  an  hour 

"The  Captain  was  all  for  goine  back  and  tretdntr 
the  two  lorries  which  had  beeJcSfhS^but  Ae?^ 
was  stUl  on,  so  that  was  out  of  the  quStion. 

Whatever  happened  to  the  four  men  that  became 
s^wated  from  us  I  don't  know,  but  none  of  the 
rest  of  us  were  any  the  worse.     The  Captain  was 

Sd'lS"        ^**  "*  «°  ^^  «ft"  those  two  lorri«we 

^dn«jwame  of  a  surprise  attack  by  the  Germans 
between  St  Vaast  and  N^ry  at  daylight  that  morning. 
Spies  had  api»rently  located  the  camp  of  the  irt 
Cavalry   Brigade  to  a  nicety.    L  Battery    of  tte 
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RovaJ  Hone  Artillefy  was  attKhed  to  Brign'  Brinde 
and  bivouacked  with  it 

In  the  mist  of  the  grey  dawn  the  Germans,  who  had 
brought  up  eight  guns  in  the  night,  and  numbered 
Mveral  thousand,  opened  fire  at  400  yud». 

In  the  first  few  minutes,  so  accurately  did  the  enemy 
gunnen  have  the  range,  three  of  the  six  guns  of  L 
batteiy  were  smashed.  Two  of  the  batt«y  officers 
were  killed  and  three  wounded.  The  Cavalry  Brigade 
did  not  escape,  the  Queen's  Bays,  5th  Dragoon  Guards 
and  I  ith  Hussars  suffering  a  number  of  casualties,  and 
General  Briggs'  Brigade  Major  being  killed  by  a 
shrapnel  bultet 

To  the  hail  of  shells  was  added  a  storm  of  machine 
gun  fire  at  close  range.  In  a  few  minutes  every  officer 
and  nearly  every  non-commlMioned  officer  in  L 
'S^  )J*»  wounded,  and  it  was  threatened  with  toUl 
annihilation.  Only  one  of  its  guns  remained  in  action 
and  two  men  of  its  crew  were  all  that  were  left  to  serve  it. 
^S^  this  time  the  Cavalry  Brigade  w»l  engaging  the 
Germans,  and  Colonel  Ansell  was  leading  a  couple  of 
squadrons  of  his  5th  Dragoon  Guards  around  their 
flank,  and  Cok>nel  Tommy  Pitman's  i  ith  Hussars  were 
fighting  hard  in  front  Some  of  die  Middlesex 
Regunent,  too,  of  the  igth  Brigade,  hearing  the  firing, 
were  coming  up  npidiy  in  support,  as  ^d  the  4th 
Cavalry  Brigade. 

So  fierce  was  the  mislaught  of  the  dismounted 
Joopws,  that  vktoey  was  snatched  from  the  enemy. 
The  Germans  were  completely  routed  with  cmisider- 
abk  kiss,  and  tiieir  eight  field  guns  were  taken. 
Cokmel  Ansell  was  killed  and  the  5th  Dragoon  Guards 
suffered  heavily.  L  battery  was,  of  course,  the  greatest 
victim,  its  losses  being  over  eighty  per  cent  of  its 
•trength.  The  stoiy  of  the  capture  of  the  German 
guns  after  so  great  an  initial  advantage  had  been 
gained  by  them  ran  over  the  army  like  wild  fire,  and 
had  a  most  cheering  effect 
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vZ!!'J*l'i?^K1??'"«**  •«»«"*  of  the  fighting  at 

"On  Auffust  31st, the  itt Cavthy  Brigade  arrived  at 

the  morning  of  September  ist,  a  patrol,  under  Lieut 

2ii^;J5!  •*"^:**"*  *°  ****  '^'^  B«>«"d  to  the  north- 
east, and  the  regiment  stood  to  arms  at  4.30  a.m.    The 

SSJ^JT"  ?  ♦^^  """l  ^*  ^  *"*«"''  to  distinguish 
objects  at  a  dutanceof  more   than  150  yards/   At 

m^^wS;?."?*''''**  *H  W»P*trol  la^riddenTthe 
^J^u^  '2*r"5Sa"*"*  or  German  cavalry  on  the 

r.^rl?^'*^/^  ^^'y-  *"**  *»«»  *««>  <*«»«d  bade 
as  far  as  the  ravine. 

ooidSn  R**!?^"'  '^'!.  immediately  placed  into 
portion,  B  Squadron  sending  one  troop  to  the  south- 

overlooking  the  rayme  to  the  east,  one  troop  to  the 
north-east  comer  of  the  village,  and  one  tto6p  being 
kept  in  support.  C  squadron  defended  the  fartn 
r^lJr.?s2:e""^'  ^^^^^  ^^"'^^^  -d  Asquad^ 

an"SS^'?i^^  ^^  dispositions  been  made  when 

an  extremely  heavy  artillery  and  machine-gun  fire 

opeiwd  from  the  rid^e  to  the  north-east  of  the  church. 

As  soon  as  the  situation  was  clear,  A  squadron  was 

?^.i'  "^^  ^iP°"^  °^  **  G.O.C.  Bri^S^^ 
to  fill  the  gap  between  L  Battery,  and  tie  righTt^ 
of  B  s<^uadron,  where  it  remained  in  action  untiuS 
conclusion  of  the  engagement.  The  German  guns 
were  m  position  to  the  south-east  of  the  village  and 
within  400  yards  of  L  Battery.  The  wagoST^ 
their  «Kort  were  left  on  the  ridge  immediately  to  tiS 

JS  l??**^**'  ^"5  """^^  to  the  mist  and  i  report 
that  the  French  cavaliy  were  coming  uo.  fire  was^iot 
opened  on  them  untU  a  dismounted  paSoIhadb^ 
sent  across  the  ravine  to  clear  up  the  situation,  and  a 
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good  opportumty  was   thus  lost     MeanwhUe  the 
enemy  had  been  gradually  working  round  to  the 
south   and    occupied   the  sugar  factoiy.  .  .  .  Here 
they  captured  the  owner  and  his  workmen,  whom 
they  used  when  reUring  as  a  screen  against  a  party  of 
the  Bays  under  Lieut,  de  Crespigny.    Severalof  the 
avihans  were  wounded,  and  the  Germans  escorting 
toem  made  off  toward  their  own  guns.    These  un- 
fortunate civilians  took  cover  in  a  beet  field  until  they 
were  eventually  rescued  by  us  at  the  end  of  the  action. 
At  about  8  a.m.  the  4th  Cavalry  Brigade  arrived  in 
support  and   opened   a  heavy  artiUeiy  fire   on  the 
Orerman  guns.    The  enemy  then  tried  to  man-handle 
the  ^ns  out  of  action,  but  being  under  close  range  of 

K  jTT,f"l***"®:f""-  ^""^^  ^c"*  most  admirably 
handled  all  through),  and  of  tiie  two  machine-guns  of 
the  nth  Hussars,  which  had  been  brought  round  to 
the  road  at  the  soutiieast  comer  of  tiie  village,  most 
2e  field"*^^  witiidrew.    Eight  guns  were  left  upon 

"Our  infantry  now  arrived  from  the   North  and 
passed  tiirough  tiie  village.     C  squadron  were  ordered 
to  mount  and  follow  up  the  German  retreat     They 
crossed  the  ravine  and  worked  round  tiie  left  flank 
towards  tiie  German  guns ;  Bell-Irving's  troop  dis- 
mounted and  opened  fire  on  some  tiiirty  Germans 
who  were  retiring.    Norrie's  troop  galloped  tiirough 
the  German  guns  only  to  find  tiiem  abandoned,  and 
tiie  advanced  infantry  closed  upon  tiiem,  the  squadron 
pushed  on  to  Verrines,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners 
and  horees,  and  made  good  a  farm  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  beyond  that  point ;  here  tiiey  captured  about 
thirty  led  horses  and  more  prisoners.     The  squadron 
was  recalled  as  tiie  Brigade  was  ordered  west 

"The  whole  action  had  lasted  about  two  hours, 
dunng  which  tiie  enemy  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of  guns 
and  maxims.  The  regiment  kept  up  a  heavy  fire 
throughout,  except  during  tiie  short  period  as  stated 
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above.  The  casualties  in  the  Bays,  5th  Draffoon 
Gua«is  and  L  Battery  were  largef  owing  toXS 
position  at  the  moment  of  att^k.  Thise  in  L 
Battery  were  especially  heavy,  as  they  callantlv 
attempted  to  bring  their  gun/into  S  unS  1^ 
murderous  machine-gun  and  artillery  fire  at  a  range 
of  400  >^ds  Several  of  their  guns  succeeded  in 
opening  fire  but  were  inevitably^  silenced  hyth^ 
superior  hostile  fire.  All  the  of&ers  and  men  wkh 
S!  ,P"«    had    been    put  out  of  action.      Cap^'n 

W?,"n7'iir^*'°T?^^„°^  ^°""^  'he  same  d^;, 
V  ?^  ;5^^^°'*  ?°"*"  ^"^  °"e  other  received  the 
tihof  fkf  theu- gallant  conduct.    There  is  littie  doubt 

S  t£fr  *^^^'  ^f^  ^^*y  ^^*^"y'  »"d  the  loss 
Of  their  guns  probably  accounted  for  a  German 
wirele^  message  which  was  intercepted  later  inAe 
day,  which  ran  as  follows :— 

•"Attacked  by  English  at  dawn,  unable  to  fulfil 
mission.'  The  attacking  force  consisted  of  a  Caving 
hlZZ''^!  SIX  regiments,  with  machine  guns  and  a 
battery  of  twelve  guns.  It  looks  from  tiie  above 
message  as  if  they  did  not  originally  intend  to  attack 
Ndpr.  but  suddenly  finding  themselves  in  the  fog 

to^tacT"  ^  *  ®"*''^  ^°"^^  '"  ^^^''^'  ^^^ 

n;"-^^  ^/'gade  was  ordered  to  join  tiie  Cavalry 
SL~  °lf  ^?  '^f  ™'^"  ^e^'-  ^e^^ned  in  positiS^ 
t^TorSf"  '  *""*  eventually  retirediouA 

"  Sept.  2nd,  1914. 
"  Moved  at  dawn  tiirough  tiie  forest  of  ErmonviUe  • 

f  if  Tr^'^7  ^^  ^^^^  °^  'he  shade.  On  croSng 
one  of  the  rides  came  on  tiie  tracks  of  horses  and 
sent  a  troop  to  follow  tiiem  up.  They  found  the  ride 
strewn  with  German  kit  of  alfkinds.  lSors7s!ett 
showing  a  hurried  retreat.  They  had  gone  by  five 
hours  previously  and  turned  oit  to  fe  our  n"Jv 
fnends,  the  Cavalry  division,  who  had  bumped  into 
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one  of  our  columns  and  retreated  rapidly,  leavine 
their  four  remaining  guns." 

At  half  past  seven  on  the  evening  of  September  ist, 
panic  orders  came  for  a  sudden  movement  of  G.H.Q.' 
The  driver  of  a  car  came  in  with  word  that  a  body  of 
six  or  seven  hundred  Uhlans  had  been  seen  in  the 
vicmity.  A  never-to-be-forgotten  scene  was  staged  in 
the  leafy  lane.  The  big  lamps  of  the  cars  sent  long 
shafts  of  light  through  the  gathering  dusk.  Hurried 
packing  was  done  by  eveiybody.  Groaning  lorries 
were  forced  up  the  steep  drive.  A  detachment  of 
cavalry  and  the  Bicycle  Company  attached  to  G.H.Q 
»ome  few  foot  soldiers,  ai|d  a  couple  of  lorry  loads  of 
Tommies  hurried  off  tc^ther.  No  time  was  given  to 
obtain  food  Everything  was  helter-skelter.  My  car 
was  the  last  out  but  one,  and  I  left  Dammartin  with  a 
sad  realisation  that  my  last  remaining  linen  had  been 
deposited  that  morning  in  Dammartin's  sole  laundry 
and  I  had  again  left  behind  me  goods  and  chattels 
which  I  was  more  than  likely  destined  never  to  see 
again.  I  asked  permission  to  go  and  retrieve  my 
clothing,  but  was  told  that  departure  was  a  matter  of 
the  greatest  ui^rency  and  I  could  not  possibly  be 
spared. 

No  one  who  took  part  in  that  ingterious  scamper 
will  forget  it.  We  raced  away  in  the  night,  the  moon- 
light throwing  deep  shadows  along  the  road.  A  few 
shots  rang  out— a  dozen  or  so— which  increased  the 
general  tension.  Never  was  so  much  dust  distributed 
over  a  flying  column.  The  right  side  of  the  road  was 
filled  with  slowly  moving  supply  trains.  French 
cavalry  rode  past,  and  French  reservist  infantry  were 
occupying  trenches  along  the  roadway.  A  dozen 
aeroplanes  loomed  white  and  ghostly  in  a  field  as  we 
swung  by.  Motor  cyclists  dashed  in  and  out  around 
the  swiftly  moving  cars.  We  were  white  with  dust 
from  head  to  foot.    G.H.Q.  sped  on  through  tlic  night 
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5&k2*^^.*^*  the  German  devils  were  on  our  tnul 
AJ^^what  seemed  an  interminable  time  we  rea^ 

c»n£5ljT'***  ***P?rty«  from  Dammartin  p.oduced 
confusion  on  our  arrival  at  Lagny.    Our  entry  into  Ae 

^  rj^tt.^r^''  lan^%ieerin|S"wt 
h^SwoS  ^^^^  V"^  ^  to^  not  many 
houw  afterwards.  No  cheering  then,  I  imagine, 
fo^^^i;*  »»<?tel  only-the  H?tel  de'la  ReSance- 
food  was  available,  and  there  most  of  us  got1^c«)rt 
of  a  dinner  before  the  night  was  over.  iSSsfcSSn^ 
m  Anmg  off  an  omelette  made  from  the  fcS  SSle  of 
Sffl^r  of^°'  ;"i?'^etway  thereafter  tumST<S 
whkS^ie  G^O^'  shop  facing  the  square,  to 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Sleeping  in  one's  clothes  on  the  hard  floor  of  a  shop 
and  rising  to  a  breakfast  of  lukewarm  coffee  and  dry 
bread,  the  best  available  breakfast,  is  not  the  primrose 
path  to  a  day  of  light-heartedness  and  good  humour, 
but,  nevertheless,  I  have  rarely  enjoyed  myself  so 
much  as  on  that  Wednesday,  September  2ni  in 
Lagny. 

Sir  John  French's  army  was  piling  south  as  fast  as  it 
could  come.     Past  the  Mame  and  on  toward  the 
south-east  of  Paris  it  was  to  file  in  hurrying  columns. 
All  day  long  my  car  stood  in  the  square  at  Lsigny, 
save  for  a  short  journey  or  two  about  the  town. 

At  8.30  in  the  morning  a  big  explosion  near  at 
hand,  and  a  huge  column  of  black  smoke,  followed 
by  another  fifteen  minutes  later,  told  of  the  French 
engineers  who  were  blowing  up  the  bridges  over  the 
Mame.  All  the  morning  they  were  at  work  de- 
molishing bridge  after  brieve  in  and  near  the  town. 

At  an  early  hour  I  encountered  an  old  friend  01 
cheery  personality  in  Colonel  Reggie  Ford,  the 
Deputy-Director  of  Supplies,  and  with  him  General 
King  and  General  Gilpin,  the  Director  of  Transport 

A  pleasant  chat  gave  me  some  rough  idea  of  our 
lines  of  retreat.  That  both  our  armies  and  the  French 
were  falling  back  steadily  was  about  all  the  news  at 
that  time.  The  front  of  our  line  was  to  be  south  of 
Dammartin  by  nightfall  if  all  went  as  planned. 
G.H.Q.  was  to  move  southward  during  the  day,  its 
next  stop  being  Melun. 

The  sun  was  scorching  down  on  us  in  earnest  before 
the  morning  was  well  advanced. 

I  sat  in  my  car  and  gossiped    A  fortunate  purchase 
of  a  goodly  stock  of  red  and  white  wines,  as  well  ^j 
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a  couple  of  dozen  bottles  of  mineral  water  made 
the  cool  shade  of  ray  hood  and  the  soft,  comfortable 
seats  of  my  car  all  the  more  a  port  of  call.  The  rich 
orchards  of  the  surrounding  valleys  were  groaning 
with  delicious  fruit.  A  coup^-"woman  sold  me  a 
whole  basket  of  luscious  peaciaes  and  pears  for  a 
couple  of  francs.    Life  took  on  .-.  brighter  hue. 

Some  of  the  stories  I  heard  that  morning  at  Lagny 
were  illustrative  of  the  little  that  was  known  ofthe 
general  plan  of  the  campaign  that  was  proceeding 
Most  of  the  Corps  commanders  drove  up  during  t^ 
day  and  called  on  Sir  John  French.  Tlie  town  was 
fill!  of  rumours  of  all  sorts  from  every  part  of  the  line. 
One  G.H.Q.  Staff  colonel  told  me  of  one  of  our 
motor  cyclists  who  had  been  found  dead  with  lance 
holes  in  his  hands  and  his  body  partially  burned.  I 
searched  in  vain  for  any  corroboration  of  this  report 
though  it  was  retailed  to  me  in  great  detail  and  with 
absolute  seriousness. 

Another  officer  thought  we  had  lost  most  of  our  guns 
He  could  count  thirty-seven  to  thirty-eight  we  had  lost 
tohis  personal  knowledge.  Onecommand  that  originally 
had  twenty-four  guns  was  left  with  but  one,  he  said. 

A  General  Staff  officer  who  had  been  in  touch  with 
the  staff  of  the  French  5th  Army  on  our  right  chatted 
for  a  long  time  about  the  disappointment  of  the  French 
who  had  been  fighting  between  La  Fire  and  Guise  on 
August  29th. 

The  French  had  a  terrible  hammering  at  Guise,  he 
said.  In  spite  of  it  they  sprang  a  night  attack'  on 
Von  Kluck's  left  and  won  an  unequivocal  victory.  Next 
morning  they  battered  the  Germans  with  200  guns  and 
almost  had  them  on  the  run.  The  enemy  retire  i,  and 
the  French  were  eager  to  follow  up  their  advantage 
sure  of  capturing  no  end  of  guns,  which  could  not  have' 
been  gotten  away.  Just  then  came  the  order  to  retire 
to  Sains  and  Vervins.  This,  alas,  was  due  to  Sir  John 
French  having  dropped  back  from  Ham  and  Guiscard 
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wesle.       All  the  French  wanted  us  to  do."  he  averred 
"was  to  hold  the  centre.    They  beeeiS^^s  to  rf^^S.' 

How  bad  my  pessimistic  (Send  fdt  and  Sw  littk 
Jh!S,?r        ^      '**"^  **'"^  ™*^*  '"  '»»«  western 

foreed  the  re^t  to coX'ue^^^  pSSt^l^LSTfi^ 

Of  the  Lwre.  away  to  the  south-west    Von  Kluck  ««! 

to  gam  his  objective  after  all,  and  Parfe  streete  wJS 

soon  echo  to  the  tramp  of  Ge^um  le^Sis  J         ^^ 

Still  another  alarmist  told  strange  tales  of  G««n«- 

filSf?^^  *  ^T".  °^  *^«  RAC.  lot  had  just  comJ 
the  shght^t  foundation.    Borritt  had  been  wSS 

oSSSiSji  wA^  no  opportunity  of  coUecting  the^ 
containmg  his  kit  He  returned  for  it  durinjr  thee«5 
monung.  Conflicting  rumou«  mjSe^m  ^ 
Living  his  car  south  of  the  town  he  aSt  up  Ae^ 
stealthily,  prepared  to  bolt  if  he  saW  G^rmfn?^ 
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to  sma^  the  French  5th  Army,  as  he  was  to  endeavour 
to  do  dunng  the  next  forty-eight  hours.  All  were 
greatly  concerned  with  the  fate  of  Paris,  which  seemed 
doomed. 

At  noontide  I  was  asked  to  take  a  sorry-looking 
German  prisoner  and  his  grimly  cheerful  guard,  a 
splendid,  big  Cameron  Highlander,  to  the  railway 
station.  One  could  hardly  imagine  so  meek  a 
wman.  Not  a  sound  escaped  him.  Not  a  look  did 
he  give  to  right  or  left.  1  gave  the  Highlander  a 
couple  of  apples  from  my  store  and  he  promptly 
handed  one  to  the  subdued  Hun,  who  took  it 
mechanically  with  not  even  a  look  of  thanks.  While 
detained  at  a  level  crossing,  French  soldiers,  brimming 
wer  with  goodhumour,  crowded  around  the  car  to  se« 

2f^*?P57v7?*y.l^*"'  b'"^^y  *^"°»g*»'  '"  a  rough 

rSL      c  T*  *°  **?*  ?*  P^""  ^Se^'  but  to  So 
ellect      Sadness    radiated    from    him.      He   oozed 

despondency  at  every  pore.    I  was  glad  to  turn  him 
©¥«■  to  the  Railway  Transport  Officer. 

The  roads  through  Lagny  were  packed  with  fleeing 
refugees.  White  oxen  in  fours  and  fine  big  draught 
horses  drew  load  upon  load  of  them.  Tandems  of 
thrw  pulled  most  of  the  great  carts,  and  blocks  in  the 
traffic  ware  numerous..  Whole  families  were  piled  on 
wagons  full  of  grain,  three  generations  frequently  in 
one  party.  Now  and  then  a  quartette  of  milk-white 
oxen  lumbered  along  pulling  a  clumsy  wagon  crowned 
wiUi  a  score  of  women  and  children  huddled  together 
under  a  dozen  huge  black  umbrellas,  an  odd  sight 
indeed.  ° 

AH  the  afternoon  tales  of  the  fighting  and  explan- 
ations of  and  reasons  for  the  retreat,  coupled  with 
propheaes  of  all  sorts    came  from  one  quarter  or 

Late  in  the  evening  I  had  a  moonlight  run  to  Melun 
over  a  grand  road.  Dozens  of  sentries  along  the  way 
stopped  us  and  carefully  examined  our  passes.    Once 
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]!?f1!!"l^*'**  ^"l*^™;  on  *«»"nt  of  our  ignorance 
aJ^L^"^  **"*  finally  allowed  to  piSeed  S 
the  s^ngth  of  my  own  French  pass. 

1  *5!?*^.*"^  columns  of  motor  transports  made 
^iTed^o  a?^r  t??.''  rS  l^^'y  niidnigh'TS,^^ 
nSl  fL  T  ^•"^-  *'  ^^^""-  ^  ^  not  long  in 
finding  the  Trois  Monarques,  and  a  drink  wherewith 
to  remove  some  of  the  d2st  I  had  been  iSer^Sg  for 

^AC  ""A^lZlJ^''^  U°""^  Seeker,  oKl 
fuT'i"  tlr  '0!j  *»»  «>"  When  m  routt  to  Senlis 
two  days  before.  Crushed  between  ^vo  lorriw  and 
towed  mto  Senlis^he  hoped  to  effect  a  repS^  NeS? 
of  the  oncoming  Germans  emptied  the  gaSL  of  uS 
few  remaimng  workmen  on  September  is?howeve? 
and  the  troops  evacuated  the  town  by  ele^n  ?S' 
Aat  mornmg.  Seeker  stayed  until  So  o'cl4?w£j 
the  Germans  were  reported  to  be  not  far  north,  so 
there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  leave  his  ci  to  tS 
enwny  and  come  sadly  away  on  foot 

anSk  JT*^  °r  ?  ?^^  ^\  dayb«»k.  he  said,  to  purchase 
another  car  to  take  its  place.  ^^ 

K.IW  "T  •?'"?  available  in  the  hotel.  I  obtained  a 
Wlet  in  the  feoole  Jeanne  d'Arc,  where  the  moth~  ij 
old  swters  provided  me  with  a  clean  and  comfortable^^ 
S^ember  3rd  saw  me  in  a  new  job,  which  was  to" 
lastme  for  many  interesting  months  to  come. 

m^«f*^P?"t?°"r°^  *^^  ^"^nch  capital  seemed  to 
mwt  of  us  to  be  a  foregone  conclusion^ 

whTrh"^^  ?^P|!!}  ^  purchased  three  motor  cars, 

T^^IZ  *°  ^  '^''^  '°  ^"«»^y'«  Division  fo; 
intercommunication  between  Cavalry  Brigades    I  was 

Ooumay,  a  village  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Mame  a 
few  miles  east  of  Paris.  raamc,  a 
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Anxious  to  see  more  of  the  actual  fighting  than  I 
could  possibly  do  if  attached  to  G.H.6.,  I  applied  to 
be  assigned  to  the  Brigade  work  for  which  one  of  the 
three  new  cars  had  been  purchased.  My  request  was 
granted,  and  I  was  off  and  away  from  Melun  in  short 
order. 

ITie  run  north  on  the  main  road  to  Meaux  found 
even  that  broad  highway  well-nigh  impassable  owing 
to  the  Imes  of  transport  and  columns  of^refugees.  The 
hot  days  and  long  marches  were  telling  on  the  poor 
fleeing  country  folk  in  sad  fashion.  On  every  wde 
were  sad  sights— wcaiy  mothers  wheeling  poor  little 
pranas ;  one  pathetic  peasant  woman  seated  on  a  bank 
by  the  roadside,  rocking  her  dead  baby  and  crooning 
over  It ;  aeed  grandes  dames  tottering  on  the  hot  way : 
one  well-dressed  old  lady,  with  shoes  in  hand,  limping 
along,  her  bruised  feet  showing  red  through  great 
holes  m  her  thin  stockings ;  and  more  than  once 
some  worn-out  women,  exhausted,  lying  prone  in  the 
ditch  m  merciful  insensibility. 

I  lost  one  car  «r  route,  the  driver  being  delayed  and 
separated  from  us  by  a  stop  for  a  puncture. 

A  I"i?i%,  ^^^^  **"  ^®"°^  *o  Colonel  Ludlow, 
A.A.Q.M.G.  of  the  ist  Cavalry  Division,  whom  I 
found  in  a  fine  chateau  at  Champs,  I  slept  the  night 
m  1  stable,  and  was  off  at  d./break  to  find  the  lost 
sheep. 

It  was  night  on  Friday,  September  4th,  before  I 
returned  with  him.  Back  to  Melun,  then  to  our  rail 
bases  at  Mormant,  Guignes,  Vemeuil,  and  Chaumes, 
on  to  General  Smith-Dorrien's  headquarters  at  Maison- 
celle,  and  at  last  to  Sir  Charles  Fergusson's  head- 
quarters at  Bouleur,  I  ran  before  my  mission  was 
accomplished.  A  spare  car  was  fair  game  for  all  and 
sundry  m  those  days.  Each  headquarters  would  gladly 
annex  it  should  opportunity  present 

At  Champs,  Major  MacAIpine-Leny,  i6th  Lancers, 
on   General  AUenb/s  Staff;   had   the  apportioning 
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whom  IwM  t?  ^  *°  *5f  ^?*«-  «»«™b<«  of  it.  of 
followed.     "  '°  *^  '""^h  dunng  the  weeks  that 

ti^"i'^Jl^!S^;?Z'kJt^^''T'"'  was  at  that 

Barrett/ff  ie  iS  H.?!^"*-    Captain  "  Rattle  " 

team  that  bmuihrth^  ?^'  "*?*'  had  captained  the 

from  the  UnS?Su2,  ilVtT^t  ^'^C"P  «>«=>c 

Faiirlough,  R.F.A  wm  sT^uS^^*^"'.  Lieutenant 

Jeff  Phi5«;H«nbyTthS  T^*"'  *;!^  lieutenant 

gentlemS^<ta^2^d  LfcSt??aJf!£^."i  '^'^  well-known 
Hussars,  were  aidw    ^'*"**"*"'  ^a*  Armstrong,  loth 

thF'Z^^?  3y««;^  *„^!-oods. sun^unded  by 

Rolling  SrselvSt'^ur'SaSS'Tir^l^T^ 
nj^ng  slumber,  warned  J^  Z^^J^^S^ 

th^a^S^'S^^eU  "rthe"^^^^^^^        --  «'«P'nir. 
waking  m^      "  ^^"  '"  ^"^  "«»»'  without  wetting  5 

on^:  S^;:?s'i;u'rjS?l7tJ  ^i!;?  ^^  ^'^'-•^ 
the  road  for  Umoeres  I^Syi?   ^*'  ^^  ^"^  soon  on 

had  commenced  their  southw^H.^^"^  cavahymen 

»fak.    Thesma?rrS3s*r^itJ?"o^f^?^>y^ 
of  Armainvilh'era  were  fi.li  «f  ♦  "  *^^  ^^^^^ 

cavaliy,  so  I  chiwL  a^„f .  i    •  J'^P'  °"  '«»ps  of 
beautifil  for^St  "''^  ''"^^^^  ^"*  throu^Tthe 

quSif liliS^SSficSS,^^^  ^r  ch^H  '^  fT»  -^ 
barrels  of  stones^  tSS.     -.      "^  ditches,  flanked  by 
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nc^y  ti^^^  ^11^"^  ^"««**'  composing  the 
Rifles,  unshaven  and  unshorn,  tnunpedonTn  th^^ 

C^^^a'^X  **  Limoges,  I  had  time  to  run  to 

Bri^  «?H^^''  °"  *  ^°'^'"«  expedition  before  the 
Angade  made  an  appearance.     The  t\xr^  «J;-L^ 

were  billeted  in  the'^Ss^  about  us  wS^a^^S 
woman  in  one  of  them  cooked  I*  ^ix^^  ®'** 
djicfly  cysisting  of'TomSStl  id'^'fafdud?  fot 
the   headquarters'  mess.     Borrowing  a  smaH  lh»S 

£S?b^i^"rJS".^T^J»«  toTVin'Sr^inSSd 
hajji  by  I  indulged  m  a  bath  and  general  clean  to^ 

wt^^en^:;"  **?  *"^  *^'^-  J^t  of tteBSSade 
Sy  sittlL  a«»«t«nients,  or  in  taking  a  mid- 

B.l^^^^'/'  '"°"''  °'*=^«='*'  «»™«  word  that  the 
a^was  to  move  at  once  to  Chaumes.  away  to  2e 

S1SrCar,S?nS^'^"'"r"^"^'  MywJrkiJS 
Ae  wnii«»     t5^^  **^.  *'  °"<*  to  P»«*e<I  with 

were  cnangea,  and  the  brigade  was  to  woctfA  m»\\\ 
I  skyt  on  the  gra»  under  a  great  tree  that  tb^a 

^e;^rir«^**^?!!!,™c°^"«g^^  WeallcSd 
our  eyes  m  difTerent  mood  than  on  anv  niaht  inTh* 

P-^g^s  fortnight.    WeweremovingTthfis^^ 

the  Germans  were  commg  westward.    At  last  we  irae 

S^- .  The  veiy  au-  seemed  sweeter,  the  moonli^te 
softer,  the  whole  world  a  better  place  to  live  hi       ^ 
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Little,  indeed,  we  knew,  but  that  little  wu  much 

XO  UI. 

.  ^'^  SL  Sunday,  the  6th  of  September,  found  me 
awake.  The  battle  with  the  advancing  enemy  was  to 
oommence  at  last.  At  the  breakfast  table  General 
de  Lisle  said  to  Hamilton-Grace,  "  See  that  thr  fight- 

SS  S^JSUS  ^'^^J^r-'  Gastins.  due  east.tas 
the  first  objective,  and  the  Second  Brigade  *vas  to  lead 
the  vaa 

nJlU'i  ^^^y  morning  was  to  see  hfatoiy  made, 
ecnwal  Hwjderson's  airmen  had  marked  the  eastward 
«w^ng  of  Von  Kluck's  forces.  Joffre  was  readv  to 
ffinLf"***  °"  ^"^'y-.  ?**  conferred  with  Fie'nch. 
«mI  JJS?7JSf  ^°S  °"'  ¥*'  *"^  Conneau's  cavalry  on 
cwr  right,  w^th  d'Esperey-s  5th  Army  east  of  him.  At 
tnat  hour  the  Germans— having  reached  the  Petit 

aSl'^Z^ar^J^  ""**  '***  "^^'  ^'ould  mark  the  limit  of 
tAeir  great  advame. 

Before  the  day  was  over  Sir  John  French's  order  was 
tojail   upon  the  British  A^y  in  France  S  sh^ 

totiii  aS^k*^"^ "*  ^'**'' *"**  '° P"*  **"  vigorously 
The  retreat  was  over— the  advance  begun. 
We  never  doubted  the  outcome. 

th^^^L  *^n  ^'^'^  ^T*  "P  "^  P^-    Through 
the  wide  village  street  the  troopers  in  double  column 

p^*f J*,?f*^'  ^'^^  ^  ^e  ri«ng  sun. 
n.o^.  It ^  '•?"*  ^'*™*  *"**  prosperous  farm  houses, 
SS!.SJ  *"i?  °H^"a«towered  church,  tramped  the 
troopers.  Now  th«r  were  in  saddle  and  in  Mother 
moment  away,  a  gallant  sight  indeed. 
rJi^  we  had  a  day  of  dust  and  sweltering  heat. 
S^.L  «/t***'S"!!!c  "^  north-east,  in  the  general 
dhjctionof  La  Fert|i  Gaucher  and  the  Petit  Morin. 

2^  i  ^^"  S!^;"'  *"^/*^^  ^«  ^^'e  informed 
tftat  a  considerable  German  force  was  but  a  few  nules 

Sjctiu  '        *^"  **"''  ^^^^  «***^  '^  'n  touch  with 
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Back  and  forth  alone  the  roads  from  time  to  time 
with  various  oAkers  of  StafT,  or  standing  by  the  General 
watching  operations  through  field-glasses,  new  sighU 
and  scenes  unfolded  themselves  during  every  hour  of 
the  day. 

Regiments  and  batteries  coming  up  through  the 
fields,  or  pushing  their  way  under  orchard  trees,  bands 
of  pickets  riding  in  with  reports  and  tearing  away  again 
at  a  gallop— all  was  never-ceasing  movement 

While  the  morning  was  young  a  German  shell  burst 
in  a  farmyard  near  me,  a  score  of  geese  and  chickens 
its  only  victimr,  th-uch  it  set  a  grain  stack  on  fire. 

The  whizzy-pop  of  the  shrapnel  from  the  enemy's 
field-guns  was  to  grow  familiar  before  the  day  was 
over.  One  such  shrapnel,  unluckily  placed,  burst  over 
a  group  of  three  officers  and  ten  men  of  th;  9th 
Lancers,  hitting  every  one  of  them. 

A  message  took  me  well  to  the  front,  to  the  gates  of 
a  big  chlteau.  As  we  pulled  awav,  a  bang,  followed 
by  another,  told  of  a  couple  of  shell-bursts  close 
behind  us.  A  few  minutes  later,  on  another  visit  to 
the  chAteau,  I  saw  six  or  eight  troopers  burying  a  still 
form  wrapped  in  a  rug.  A  quickly-dug  grave  by  the 
gate  was  made,  and  the  body  laid  in  it  without  delay. 
Killed  by  the  shells  that  had  come  as  we  left,  they  said, 
and  killed  at  the  very  spot  where  the  car  had  stood. 
Two  wounded  men,  hit  by  the  two  shells,  were  lying  near, 
and  a  sergeant  showed  me  where  a  piece  of  shrapnel 
had  torn  away  an  ammunition  packet  on  his  breast, 
without  inflicting  other  hurt  than  to  bruise  the  skin. 

Wounded  came  back,  often  supported  by  a  comrade 
as  the  day  wore  on,  and  the  fighting  was  sufficiently 
close  to  the  point  from  which  the  General  was  direct- 
ing operations,  so  that  the  merry  popping  of  the  rifles 
through  the  woods  echoed  all  about  us. 

Scared  inhabitants  fled  to  the  rear.  Once  or  twk; 
hysterical  women  in  madly  careering  carts  rushed  past, 
threatening  to  smash  into  oncoming  guns.    Villf^ers 
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who  remained  at  home,  old  folk,  looked  awed 
^-fJ°?i*i*"."*    ""^   ^  P*^»ed    Colonel   Seely 

uS  »^H  i"^'  3',?  -^"^  ^  fighting  hard  on  our 
lefj  and  the  French  on  our  right  were  fiercely  engaged 
and  forging  slowly  forward.  ^^ 

^Sfi  ^iy°';!«='««*  that  night  in  the  fields,  dining  in  the 

the  open.  A  chUly  night  after  the  hot  day,  ind  wet 
with  a  heavy  fall  of  dew.  ^ 

Four  o'clock  on  the  mormng  of  Monday,  the  7th. 
saw  us  up  and  warming  ourselves  by  the  welrome  fire 
over  which  breakfast  coffee  was  boiling  ' 

Moving  on  the  objective  of  our  column,  one  of  three 
hn«  of  cavahy,  was  in  the  general  direction  of  lJ 
rert*  Gaucher  again,  leaving    Choisy  on   our  left. 

kSS"unr:?lK"  ^'"^ ''  ""^^  °"  ^  '^^'^  -^ 

of  LT/S3^  *S*  ^^^-••oad  put  me  in  advance 
of  the  and  Brigade.  I  ran  into  a  bit  of  sniping  fire 
but  It  soon  ceased  as  our  advance  guard  went  fomard! 
We  WW  m  touch  with  the  enemy  every  foot  of  Ac 
way,  though  we  had  not  as  yet  found  him  in  foiS^ 
&ven  or  eight  Uhlans  rode  fiim  behind  a  cl^i^f 

galloped  to  the  north,  a  handful  of  our  trooper^  hot- 

S^n^S"^"'    T»»«"»»«*vy  rifle  fire  iS7rSS"a^. 
soon  after,  our  guns. 

Oh,  the  fascination  of  it  I    The  glory  of  a  gallopiW 
npnent  of  ca^,y,  flowing  over  a^giSn  fieldin^SI 

a  valley,  tucked  away  so  cleverly  one  came  upln  ft 
unawares,  then  on  to  a  rise  of  ground,  anothw  dio 
^nt  '  ?"^n5il^'  and  suddenly  a%Sell  bS?^htli' 
front.    I  pulled  up  short.    The  fasdnation  of  it  was 

^iJL'^u  ?^*^  "^'^  "*f  ^^«*  ^^^  o^  <^valry  was 
cha«ng  the  German  cavalry.  Also  ft  was  like  tb  run 
away  with  my  judgment    A  car  might  get  furthS 
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forward  than  necessary,  perhaps  even  further  forward 
than  was  wise. 

Bang  I  bang !  Two  German  shrapnel.  Whizz,  over 
f".u^u"^V^'^  a  bang  behind.  Crash!  One  fell 
to  the  right,  between  two  squads  of  galloping  troopers. 
The  horses  reared  and  shied,  but  not  one  fell.  The 
second  group  rode  through  the  white  shell-cloud, 
and  dashed  on. 

Rifle  fire  ahead,  and  bang  came  a  shell,  burstine 
over  me.    Bang!    Much  too  close ! 

I  went  into  the  village  of  Montcel  to  seek  the  pro- 
tection of  Its  buildings,  leaving  the  car. 

I  passed  up  the  wide  street,  deserted  except  by  a 
dead  German  officer  in  front  of  a  cottage,  and  gained 
the  further  edge  of  the  cluster  of  mean  houses  that 
composed  the  village. 

Behind  a  friendly  s'.one  wall,  I  stopped  and  took 
out  my  glasses.  The  stubble  stretched  away  towards 
a  Ime  of  woods. 

Diagonally,  across  the  broad  road  that  led  north 
from  the  village,  came  a  line  of  horsemen. 

Majgnificent  in  the  morning  sun  they  rode,  a  solid 
Ime  rising  and  falling  with  regular  cadence,  as  though 
mechamcally  propelled 

The  1st  Garde  Dragoner  Regiment  of  Berlin,  of  the 
Garde  Cavallene  Division  of  the  Garde  Corps,  the 
proudes^  finest  cavalry  of  the  German  Army— over 
one  hundred  of  them,  seeming  double  the  number  to 
me— were  charging  across  the  fields. 

On  they  came  ^ike  machine-made  waves  on  a 
machine-made  oo  *  n. 

Then  from  the  left  ot  other  horsemen,  one  well 
ahead,  another  not  far  back,  and  a  scattered  scurrying 
bunch  of  two  score  behind,  riding  like  mad,  full  tilt  at 
the  ranks  of  German  pride  and  might  bearing  down 
upon  them. 

Colonel  David  Campbell,  of  the  9th  Lancers,  close 
on   his  heels  Captain   Reynolds,  his  adjutant,  and 
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forty-five  of  his  gallant  regiment  were  chatging  moie 
than  double  their  number  of  the  flower  of  the  memy's 
hrnse.  ' 

The  Germans  quickened  appreciably,  and  their 
lances  waved  downwards  to  the  rest  Their  pace  was 
stew  compared  with  the  whirhwnd  rush  of  the  «maller 
band. 

I  was  on  the  wall  when  the  impact  came.  Crash  I 
went  the  9th  into  the  Garde.  Colonel  CampbeU  and 
Captain  Reynolds  were  down,  and  hones  reaied  and 
staggered.  I  wondered  that  none  of  the  chargers 
funked  it  Each  horse  seemed  imbued  with  the  spirit 
of  his  nder.    Not  one  chaiger  "  refused." 

No  sooner  had  the  smaih  come  than  I  realised  the 
wall  was  no  place  for  me,  so  off  I  dashed  to  my  car 
and  safety.  ' 

The  9th  scored  heavily  off  their  more  numerous 
foes.  A  few  fell,  but  more  than  double  the  number 
of  Germans  bit  the  dust  Crack  British  troopers 
proved  their  undoubted  superiority,  man  for  man,  by 
the  number  of  German  dead  and  wounded  we  found 
on  the  field.  Galteping  on,  the  9th  circled  round  the 
vilk^  and  away  to  the  rear. 

The  Germans  stopped,  and  many  of  them  dis- 
mounted. One  of  them  went  coolly  thrmigh  the 
pockets  of  Reynolds,  lying  with  an  aluminium  lance 
uroi^h  his  side.  A  farrier-sergeant  lay  d(»d  near  a 
pond  at  the  village  end.  The  Germans  knocked  in 
his  head  and  tossed  his  body  into  the  pool 

All  this  happened  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye 
borne  of  the  Garde  penetrated  the  village  street,  but 
returned  after  a  gallC|i  down  and  back. 

By  this  time  Colonel  Burnett,  of  the  i8th  Hussars, 
wWi  a  dismounted  squadron,  had  worked  round  to  the 
left  wth  a  machine-gun.  When  he  opened  on  them, 
the  Germans  mounted  and  swung  by  him  mtd  into 
the  full  line  of  fire. 

That  squadron  of  the  i8th  had  a  spiendkl  target 
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The  result  was  a  field  strewn  with  many  German 
dead.  The  rest  galloped  away,  leaving  their  wounded 
behind  them. 

One  of  the  9th,  running  out  from  the  village  to  pull 
the  lance  from  Reynolds's  side,  was  shot  dead  by  a 
wounded  German  l)ring  near. 

Strange  sights  were  seen  by  some  of  the  men  in 
that  chai^.  A  non-commissioned  officer  of  the  9th 
ran  his  lance  full  through  a  German  officer,  who,  thus 
impaled,  struck  at  the  lancer  and  severed  his  hand  at 
the  wrist.  One  trooper  of  the  9th  ran  his  lance 
straight  through  a  German  till  his  hand  touched  the 
doomed  man's  breast.  A  German  horse  was  seen 
galloping  away  with  a  corpse  pinned  to  its  back  by  a 
lance. 

Colonel  Campbell,  who  so  gallantly  led  the  charge 
against  such  odds,  received  a  nasty  lance-wound 
through  the  shoulder. 

I  brought  my  car  into  the  village.  Entering  a 
cottage  in  search  of  a  sheet  to  throw  over  the  disfigured 
face  of  a  dead  German  officer,  I  found  two  women, 
who  had  been  in  the  house  during  the  fighting.  They 
told  me  the  Germans  had  spent  a  night  in  the  vills^e, 
and  had  treated  them  quite  well.  The  German 
cavalrymen  had  food,  said  the  elder  woman,  and  left 
money  therefor.  She  showed  me  a  ten-cent  Nether- 
lands piece  and  a  ten-cent  Belgian  coin,  with  a  hole 
in  the  centre,  \rith  which  the  Huns  had  paid  her. 

In  an  (MTchard,  around  which  ran  the  stone  ^1  on 
which  I  had  stood,  we  found  two  Germans  hiding. 
One  was  the  trumpeter  of  the  Dragoner  Garde,  with 
painful  lance  holes  in  both  his  legs.  A  9th  trtx)per 
gave  the  German  a  cigarette  and  politely  struck  a 
match  for  him.  The  other  prisoner  was  unwounded, 
and  had  been  concealed  near  us,  loaded  Mauser  in 
hand,  for  an  hour  or  more.  His  discovery  led  to  the 
orchard  being  thoroughly  beaten,  but  no  more  game 
materialised. 
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By  9.30  the  heat  was  as  fierce  as  that  of  the  avense 
»«f«fr  nooiiday.    The  GenenU  and  his  st-HSJ 

S^ori^  Sj'^f*^^^  *'  P»P«»  t^ken  from 
tne  prisoners    found    in    the  oichard.  the    Geneni 

SSS'lLiilL^"^^  break  the^S  TthT^ 
IlSr^.^**3T7t*.i**^  *"^  *^«^  «»<>««1  the  field. 
L^J^'  ^'***^  ^^  *  <«>«!n  before  I  found  that 

l^necessiUted  a  journqr  to  advise  our  medical 
SSSST ?n  ITi:^ ^J  Thereafter  I  mountedSe 
R.H.A.  shell  the  wood  in  front  of  us. 

fo«^  ^S^^'nl'^***/-  ^  '■«'•  <*«Ke.  the  smaller 
lorcc  sconng  off  the  l»rgpr  one  by  pure  merit  in 

ngment  of  die  Prussian  Army  met  one  of  the  bS 
2%  S^'y  regiments  that  day  to  the  bitter  o^ 
2Ll^J**"*t  I^  ^"^*»'«'  «»»t  J-ve  reacts 
iwi^^  w  «""J^  *** '^^'^^  The  Second  SS^ 
^S^.J^^  H^^  "  wounded  and  r  ^SS 
duwng  the  whole  of  the  momii^.  '  »««winK 

th«  .SS„-'***!!1P*?*1 '"  ^"'  »««*  enaction  after 
we  stomng  events  of  the  earUer  part  of  the  d» 

GHQ.  had  sent  instructions  that  tte  cavaW  ^* 
gro^anei  reported  the  enemy  in  force  at  Choisy, 

An  alfrtseo  hincheon,  under  a  tree  by  the  roadside 
SSt3T^„*^*''T^  offi«r.w^mT^^ 
S2?7h»f  *K  *S  *"  u  *""y-  He  brought  the  good 
IfeS.^'i5*  F'«»?>^«««  in  linewithTus  on  loth 

^iIS.''*^^^?**  ?^  "^  »"t^  infiuitiy  had  thS 
^J?2L^  wf  ****^~"°'«"'  "»  the  Gran^Morin. 

hi«r VZS  i?'' "** '^^ °"  ^  n»^-  Forhalfan 
5««rl  had  the  experience  of  being  well  sheUed  in 
Choisy.  where  a  smart  fight  dcvelopSl 
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Eveiy  road  about  us  vomited  infantiy,  horse  and 
C"»i .  We  were  hard  after  the  right  wing  of  Von 
Kluck  s  army,  pressing  on  as  fast  as  orders  ffx>m 
G.H.Q.  would  permit 

That  nijfht  we  slept  in  the  village  of  Feranbiy,  just 
south  of  U  Fcrt<  Gaucher,  whi^  was  in  the  huids 
ofourmfantiy. 
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CHAPTER   V. 

Clean  straw  strewn  on  the  stone  flaes  of  a  farmi«r/i 
made  a  bed  fit  for  the  gods,  and  at  fSr  o\:tock  SfSe 

were  scattered  about  the  town. 

eastern  horizon  s£w^  Smt^intanXtt^l^ 
Tlie  fields  by  U,e  roadside  were^fuU  ^f  <S  uiiS 
and  battenes  of  guns.    Regiments  advandn^oJe?  die 

SttSeT  'illt'S  °^  r^^"^  »«  imposinV^y^ 
oattenes,  belated,  galloping    into    position   with  L 

nioior  cycles  dodging  and  panting  past  less  swift  ua^ 
of  the  road;  and  even  the  p^h-bky^sts^tS^g'^^^ 

S  S^  SS^  '"'°  *"'"■  P«dal4_it^  g^*^ 
oe  alive  that    morning  as  the  salmon   in  ♦k-i»-I 

changed  to  ^e  gold  a^d  the  bfue  to  tCSjuo^^^^  '"^ 
O^r  Je  brow  of  the  steep  hill  leacSg  down  into 
ini/^t  a  splendid  panorama  was  spTead  below 
^t  J^n  th^'^  n  "^''  red-capped  with  S^s  of  tiki 
nwtled  in  the  valley  and  the  rolling  hills.  well-woocleS 
rose  beyond  in  myriad  shades  of  gjeen     AmJiv  to  riS 

SS*'  ^e~l^  ^  ''^"^^  caval^TountiiJ^th^  fiS 
nse.  The  morning  air  was  heady  as  wine  The  sun 
mounting  upward,  gathered  all  the  rS,w  hues  of 
ti^e  sky  into  one  great  flaming  ball,  that  gave  oromi^^ 

bre^^h'::! l^ri:'"^  ^^  WifullyfS'^m^SIS 
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La  Fert*  was  cruelly  smashed ;  the  bridge  over  the 
Grand  Monn  blown  up,  but  repaired  for  our  passage 
By  the  roadside  at  the  top  of  the  steep  hifi  toUie 
northward  were  slight  trenches  full  of  sleepine 
Tommies,  lying  rifle  in  hand. 

Dense  woods  opened  out  into  fields  covered  with 
signs  of  German  bivouacs.  Broken  bottles  were 
strewn  everywhere.  Dead  Germans  in  ones  and  twos 
by  the  roadside,  and  dead  horses  in  numbers,  already 
fouled  the  pure  air. 

A  German  aeroplane  soared  above  us.  We  were 
iMcd  enough  to  see  enemy  aircraft,  but  that  morning 
the  numerous  troops  were  in  the  mood  for  action  of 
some  sort,  and  the  appearance  of  the  air  scout  was  the 
signal  for  eveiy  man  with  a  rifle  to  have  a  shot  at  the 
aerial  target  The  machine  guns  b<^an  it,  and  when 
the  infantry  joined  in  a  roll  of  sound  swelled  about  us 
hkc  the  roar  of  a  battle.  On  came  the  aeroplane, 
saiDng  high  above  in  apparent  safety.  When  it  came 
over  us  our  troopers  took  up  the  chaUenge.  The 
bugles  were  ordered  to  sound  "  Stop  firing,"  but  were 
unheard  in  the  din.  Higher  and  higher  soared  the 
plane,  and  the  rifles  behind  us  popped  intermittently 
then  settled  into  a  rattle  and  roll  as  ours  had 
done. 

But  all  to  no  eflect,  as  far  as  one  could  see. 

On  to  the  north  we  went  through  Rebais,  more 
war-scarred  than  any  of  her  sister  towns  to  the  south. 
Houses  burnt  and  burning  on  either  side  of  the  street, 
dead  Germans  and  dead  horses  so  numerous  they 
failed  to  attract  more  than  a  passing  glance,  the  marks 
of  shell-fire  here  and  there— Rebais  had  seen  a  hard 
fight  and  bore  the  traces  of  it 

The  Germans  had  been  in  Rebais  two  days  the 
townsfolk  said. 

I  had  orders  to  proceed  to  La  Tretwre,  but  a 
kilometre  from  the  town  I  found  the  ist  reserve  line 
of  the  4th  Guards  Brigade  lying  on  the  grass  and 
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waiting  ordcfi  to  move  up  and  join  the  stiff  iwht  the 

^r  field  guns  on  left  and  right  were  in  action,  and 
ti«rinan  shrapnel  were  bunting  just  ahead.  The 
and  Divisiwi  of  Haig's  Corps  U  spraS^lone^ 
«««i;ioin  Rebais,  tiie  tired  Ten  asleSby  ^^. 
wayinaU  postures  and  positions.      '^"y^'^^- 

^^^^.  ^^^^wh^Vil^et 
S^SSa^A^™^'',^^^'^"^^  ^^- «^ 
R^nl?^^  "*^^  "^  «»'*^"  told  me  loo^ooo 

Sd  rSSirf  i?  fiS?-.  251  'to'y  »P«ad  like  WSdSe, 
JSaov^      fromascoie  of  otiiers  before  tiw  day 

f«^  -'w   SS)^?y  ^'«*<^  ^d  ooMcd  tiie  fields 

rtJ^!f^  **"*^?  ^""^  » 'i™^'  then  moving  on  after 
^^^KS*****"***™^'  I  tewhed  tiieS^viui«Tf 
to^  Jc"l!?*"'  .?PP**"to  tiie  Petit  Morin  ft^tZ 
ST^.?l"°"i:*'*'-  T^^"?  thecarintiieSehS 
of  a  stout  Stone  house,  I  crept  lown  tfie  hill  to  a^Vrt 
of  vantage  from  which  I  cSild  see  tiie  Wttoj  iSow 

-n^lliJ^*"  shrapnel  were  bursting  on  my  rieht 
and  behind  me.    Our  shells  were  sinrineo^hSd 

I>own  the  wooded  hill  went  tiie4tii  Drairoon  GusuA* 

SS'.Tk?"*^?'!!^-  Foramom^nTlwftSS 
£S«i***c."'5*y*^«*  »«^  *e  appSi^Ae 
bndge.  Straight  on  tiiey  rode,  foil  intV^<J^r7 
SL^fL**'  ^e  enemy  had  hastilvX>S^U 

the  kiltKdadformsof  a  Battalion  of  Jocks,  who  cSu^ 
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the  town  in  the  face  of  a  hcaty  fire  from  in  and  behind 
the  buildings.  Sooner  than  it  Ukes  to  tell  it,  the  Scol^ 
who,  I  later  learned,  were  the  Black  Watch,  had  put 
to  rout  those  of  the  enemy  that  were  not  killed  or 
captured.  Unable  to  catch  more  than  fleeting  glimpses 
of  the  fighting,  I  could  see  we  had  won  the  bridge  and 
the  town.  Gaining  my  car,  I  wound  down  the  roadway 
past  a  number  Of  our  dead,  along  the  steep  descent, 
and  over  the  bridge  to  a  group  of  thirty  German 
prisoners,  who  had  been  taken  in  the  town. 

Pushing  on  up  the  long,  winding,  wooded  hill  to 
Hondevillers,  I  reached  the  town  with  our  advance 
patrols,  the  last  German  disappearing  over  a  farmyard 
wall  and  into  the  cover  of  the  woods  as  we  hove  in  sight. 

Searching  for  General  de  Lisle,  I  ran  to  Le  Petit 
Villers.  There  a  couple  of  batteries  of  i8-pounders, 
soon  to  be  reinforced  by  a  couple  more,  were  sendii^ 
shrapnel  as  fast  as  they  could  fire  into  the  retreating 
enemy. 

A  cloud  of  dust  on  the  roadway  on  a  disUnt  hillside 
would  tell  of  a  line  of  enemv  transport  chased  by  our 
shells,  while  in  the  nearer  distance  a  dozen  shrapnel, 
well-placed  in  a  cluster  of  houses,  sent  the  Germans 
scurrying  up  the  hillside  like  so  many  rabbits. 

General  Monro,  commanding  the  2nd  Division, 
stood  by  the  batteries,  and  watched  the  fleeting  enemy 
with  intense  interest.  All  were  engrossed  with  the 
work  of  the  gunners,  the  noise  being  incessant  and 
deafening.  Suddenly,  from  a  wood  800  yards  to  the 
left  of  us,  a  volley  of  Mauser  bullets  came.  The 
Germans  had  crept  into  the  e^e  of  the  trees  and  let 
fly  at  short  range.  There  was  a  quick  scamper  for 
cover.  Backing  the  car  down  the  road  into  the  {»o- 
tection  of  a  wall,  I  found  myself  in  a  lane  that  had  been 
chosen  as  an  avenue  for  the  battery  horses  and  limbers. 

A  detachment  of  the  Highland  Light  Infantry  was 
on  the  double  for  a  point  where  they  could  stop  the 
fire  on  the  batteries,  which  were  spattering  away  merrily. 
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Rain  «tarted  to  fall.  I  nl^cd  ray  hood,  getting  a 
bullet  through  it  a  moment  later.  Told  in  strenuous 
language  Uiat  I  was  in  the  way,  I  dashed  down  a  lane 
yat  ended  m  a  ploughed  field.  Fortunately  it  was 
aiy,  so  I  made  my  way  back  to  Hondevillers,  and 
from  there  to  Basseville,  our  night  quarters.  Fairclough 
and  I  made  a  night  journey  to  U  Tretoire  in  seaich 
of  our  Brigade  cyclists,  but  could  not  find  them. 

After  a  late  and  meagre  dinner,  I  tried  to  sleep  in 
the  tonneau  of  the  car,  which  proved  cramped  quarters 
for  my  somewhat  ample  proportions,  and  when  called 
*iff  ^*f "  ,^  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  9th,  I  woke 
sUff  and  cold.  An  egg,  a  cracker,  and  a  cup  of  black 
ooffM  warmed  me,  and  we  were  soon  on  the  road  in 
the  dark,  headed  for  the  Mame. 

The  crossing  of  the  River  Mame  promised,  we 
thought,  a  hard  and  costly  fight.  The  rapid  retreat  of 
the  Germans,  withal  we  were  hard  on  their  heels,  was 
more  orderly  than  might  have  been  expected  Little, 
indeed,  did  they  leave  behind  except  their  dead.  At 
1-a  Tretoire  we  heard  that  the  1st  Corps  had  captured 
men  and  guns,  but  that  portion  of  the  enemy's  rear- 
guard  with  which  the  cavalry  had  to  deal  succeeded  in 
*«g«ng  his  guns  well  out  of  our  grasp. 

GWlenged  eveiy  few  minutes  by  sentries  guarding 
weeping  detachments  along  the  lesser  lanes,  twisting 
here  and  there  in  a  vain  endeavour  to  find  anyone 
who  knew  the  general  route  of  any  particular  unit 
save  his  own,  I  lost  the  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  before 
dawn  Uiat  morning.  Proceeding  straight  where  I 
•hould  have  turned,  I  pushed  past  regiments  of  slowly 
moving  cavaliy  until  a  peremptory  order  to  put  out 
the  side-hghts  of  my  car,  accompanied  by  the 
information  diat  not  even  a  cigarette  was  allowed 
thereabouts,  led  me  to  ask  where  I  was. 
•*  .r  ^"  ^^  "**^  '°  Nogent,  and  but  a  short  way  from 
It,  was  the  reply,  "and  not  far  from  the  head  of  the 
1st  Cavalry  Brigade." 
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Truly,  thought  I,  a  bit  of  luck.  Briggs,  I  knew, 
had  been  assigned  the  attack  on  the  bridge  across  the 
Mame  at  Nogent-l'Artaud,  which  lay  midway  between 
La  Ferti  St.  Jouarre,  which  <^as  to  be  taken  by 
Pulteney's  3rd  Corps,  and  Chiteau-Thierry,  where  the 
1st  Coips  was  to  force  the  passage  of  the  river. 

The  line  of  the  Mame,  many  of  us  thought,  would 
be  stubbornly  held  by  the  enemy. 

Briggs,  his  Brigade  confirmed,  was  to  take  the 
Nogent  bridge  at  daybreak.  We  waited  on  the  hill 
abc^  the  tall  trees  looming  taller  still  in  the  dim 
light  of  the  earliest  momine. 

Straining  our  ears,  we  heard  no  sound  of  firing. 
Daybreak  came  and  passed,  and  still  no  guns.  Not 
even  a  rifle-shot  sounded  from  the  valley  below  us. 

It  was  an  eerie  vigil.  We  wondered  what  had  gone 
wrong,  when  the  show  would  commence,  and  whether 
the  enem^  would  shell  the  main  road  on  which  we 
were  waitmg,  in  what  was  no  doubt  fair  range  of  his 
guns  across  the  river. 

A  French  liaison  c^ficer  chatted  cheerily.  He  told 
us  Maunoury  had  a  strong  line  from  laeaux  north 
along  the  Ourcq,  and  would  soon  be  across  it  and  en- 
dangering  the  existence  of  Von  Kluck's  right  and  rear. 
He  told  us,  too,  of  a  savage  battle  for  Montmirail  the 
night  before — he  had  just  come  from  somewhere  dovm 
that  way — and  how  d'Esperey  had  taken  the  town  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  was  ready  to  push  forward 
on  our  right. 

As  five  o'clock  came  without  noise  of  battle,  I 
drove  on.  Just  above  the  town  of  Nogent,  which  is 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  a  bicycle  orderly  stood 
panting  from  his  exertions  in  coaxing  his  nuu:hine  up 
the  hill.  He  was  the  bearer  of  good  news.  The 
Germans  had  i»epared  the  bridge  for  defence  in  a 
most  careful  manner,  and  guarded  it  till  4.30.  Some 
said  it  was  mined.  At  all  events  it  was  well  nigh 
impassable.     At  4.30,  far  some  inexplicaUe  r^uon, 
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aa^  hJ3  TZIT"    ^^*^.and  obstructions  all  the  way 
Jjross  had  been  woven  into,  barricades  with  len^h^^f 

h»dmm^[M  i^^J^^  nvemuu,.  the  Bosses 
lank^Sd  iSoo^  ^f"  and  boats  from  the  south 

the  3id  Corps  was  to  fight  well  thK„«h  tHTy  w,W 
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wmnii^  the  passage  of  the  Mame  until  the  German 
defenders  of  the  town  were  compelled  to  retire  t^ 
other  3rd  Corps  troops,  who  had  crossed  the  stream 
further  west  at  Changis. 

At  7.30  our  guns  on  the  hill  behind  us  dropped  a 
couple  of  shrapnel  on  the  ridge  in  front  A  couple  of 
minutes  later  the  air  was  full  of  the  sound  of  whistling 
shells  as  they  sped  high  above  the  vall^,  bursting 
over  the  wooded  crests  to  the  north.  White  clouds  in 
miniature  lined  the  heights. 

I  was  admiring  the  picture  when  a  horseman  came 
down  the  road  and  up  to  the  bri(^  at  a  gallop.  It 
was  General  Briggs. 

"That  your  car?"  he  questioned  sharply.  "Yes, 
sir."  "  Go  like  the  devil  to  that  battery  and  stop  its 
firing.    It  is  shelling  my  men." 

I  went  up  the  hill  road,  blocked  with  two  descending 
lines  of  ammunitimi  trains  and  r^;iment  on  regiment 
of  foot  soldiers,  at  a  speed  which  would  have  caused  a 
Surrey  magistrate  to  search  the  statute-books  for  the 
extreme  penalty  of  the  law,  had  I  been  driving  at 
such  a  rate  on  the  Brighton  road. 

Luckily  I  found  General  Findlay,  of  the  Royal 
Artillery,  without  delay  and  delivered  my  message, 
w^iich  I  was  told  to  repeat  to  a  Br^de  C.R.A  fiirther 
to  the  rear.  That  mission  accom^ished  I  proceeded 
mofe  leisurely  down  to  Nogent  again,  and  thence  to 
Romeny,  on  the  Chftteau-Thierry  road,  searching  for 
news  of  the  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Dippers  of  delicious  frnh  milk,  proffered  by 
charming  French  lassies,  were  ample  excuse  for  a 
momentary  halt  Stories  of  the  fleeing  Germans 
were  on  every  lip.  For  two  days  and  ni^^ts  the  hated 
invader  had  been  pouring  north  in  two  lines  throi^ 
Charly  and  Chezy.  The  Germans,  but  few  of  whom 
passed  Romeny,  lai^hed  at  the  villagers,  they  said, 
some  of  them  crying  out  as  they  passed  that  tiiey  were 
AngUdSt  et  torn  amis.     Whereat   tlw  Frendi   girls 
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^W„*^n'*^T°''*''    The  German  smiles  fell 

^'"p  S  «;%"°"-<=o™batant  by  ^^y.^  ^"  "^"^  *» 

Rattle    Barrett,  with  an  echelon  of  the  2nd  Brieade 

transport,  put  in  a  welcome  appearance,  and  suSS 

my  looking  for  General  de  LisleToward  Chezy  to  the 

vjeneral  Allenby.  at  a  farm  south  of  Chezv     W*. 

SrS?^"oW  r?'*  T,  °»»J^'-  being 'tSfvill^ 
Of  i-e  Thoet,  a  few  kilometres  west  of  ChitaS- 
Thieny,  which  had  seen  a  stubborn  fight  ^*'"**"- 
,1,??®  ^"^  °^  '^^  Mame  afforded  a  beautiful  vi«. 

s^^&tl^S'/f  "'^^  laziirin  a'^^^'bkTe 
Sky.  Chezy  took  the  romance  out  pf  the  Danorafna 
found  about,  however.  Its  churehXd  ^5?teS 
and  jtobuildini^  smashed.  The  SaTleft  wS 
had  been  a  quaint,  clean  litUe  town,  dirty  and  foS 
Jith  their  passing.    We  climbed  sloWly  up  Mont  de 

I  followed  Generals  Allenby  and  de  Lisle  and  tlw. 
Divm>na  and  Brigade  Sta^  across  cointi^"*-^ 
Ay  stubble  and  hard  meadows,  free  of  fenS  oThe^ 
allow«xi  ample  scope  for  scouting  a  point  of  tSiSsS 
«*«n=by  to  cross  the  few  ditches,  and  my  p^^ 
watched  with  mterest  by  the  mounted  Jm^rTA  JSJ 
:^  ^LH"^  ""^  "^  PaHs-ChlfeafSSi^rSi' 

1  5^  ^^  **'  Baker-Carr,  one  of  the  RAT 
leading  half-a-dozen  other  cai^.  had  decHnfd  '^ 
cross^untiy  run  and  pushed  <^nTco15Z  An^ 
proaching  the  village  at  a  smart  pace  a  rifl?v«n£: 
stopped  them  ^  at  a  th^TSJ^  ^uSi; 
competition  in  rapid  backing  and  S  ^i„* 
omied  as  is  rarely  seen  at  the  most  livdyarmS? 
Good  luck  for  the  litde  cavalcade  of  SifSS^ 
Germans  opened  fire  at  a  distance,  insteaTof'^tS^ 
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till  their  quany  had  reached  a  sure  range.  Fortunately, 
none  of  the  occupants  of  the  cars  were  hit,  though  more 
than  one  of  the  vehicles  bore  marks  of  Mauser  bullets. 
A  squadron  (tf  the  i8th  Hussars  was  sent  to  round 
up  the  enemy,  and  soon  returned  with  a  couple  of 
dozen  prisoners  in  tow,  having  killed  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  detachment  and  four  or  five  of  his 
men. 

A  strong,  fine-looking  lot,  the  prisoners.  From 
Schleswig-Holstein,  they  said.  Looked  more  like 
Danes  than  Germans.  They  were  frankly  glad  to  be 
out  of  the  further  fighting. 

I  spent  the  afternoon  watching  our  gunners  smash 
away  at  retreating  columns  of  enemy  transport,  tearing 
northwards  from  Chiteau-Thierry,  where  the  ist  Corps 
had  captured  a  number  of  prisoners,  we  were  told,  and 
a  gun  or  two  after  a  stiff  fight 

Our  night  quarters  were  a  near-by  farm.  I  awoke 
on  the  morning  of  Thursday,  September  loth,  with  a 
dawning  realisation  of  the  fact  that  the  passage  of  the 
Mame  was  gained,  and  a  great  strategical  victory  had 
beea  won  l^  the  Allies. 

We  were  well  across  the  river  as  far  east  as  Chdteau- 
Thierry,  where  our  right  had  been  reached  by 
d'Espere/s  left.  The  news  from  further  east  was 
vague,  but  rumours  of  a  great  victory  <mi  the  far  right 
were  afloat 

The  Germans  were  on  the  run  in  earnest,  and  all 
was  going  well.  Exactly  what  Maunoury  on  <mr 
extreme  left  and  Foch  in  front  of  Ch&lons  had 
accomplished  was  as  yet  unknown  to  us,  but  rumour 
was  persistently  cheerful. 

So  good  was  my  bed  of  straw  in  the  great  yard  of 
the  farm  that  the  rain  at  half  past  two  in  the  morning 
well  soaked  my  clothing  before  I  wakened  sufficiently 
to  realise  the  advisaWlity  of  changing  my  billet  for 
the  drier,  if  less  comfortable,  shelter  of  the  tonneau  of 
the  car. 
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There  I  slept  so  soundly  that  at  four  o'clock  wiwm 

iSr^?',i'f.^^Kf^"«»  meThSkfLt^^ 
A  JL^i?i?J  ^^^^  «ady  to  depart  instaSS 
A  good-hearted  woman  of  the  household  save  me 

^SS  "■  "^  ''^  ""*"  '"  "*"  °^  the  b^kfi?  f  iS 

Af"'i!!of***°T^  *®  ™*^  my  car  was  utterly  abortive 
rffSf '*/"**"'  '"fn^'ent  of  seasons  I  leaSied^S 
Buihl,^^*'^  ^  construction  of  a  French  fanny«S 
Bwlt  as  It  was  m  the  form  of  a  square  or  quadniieE 
Ae  centre  devoted  to  an  accumulltion  of  ^ureSd 
gen^il  refuse,  one  was  wise  to  keep  toTe^tSSe 
paved  roadway  round  the  sides. 

I,  «!^  *"*1't  H  **"*^^  "*»o™«"  ti'«d  out  at 
ii^f  £."2,*"**  I.J^ad  run  the  car  weU  off  the  firm 
Stone-paved   portion  of  the    fann  courtyai^  The 

01  tbe  surroundmg  fnnge  of  roadway.    I  enlisted  the 

aS,SJ;J*!£?'  *°  ^iS.  «^""^  by  *  team  of  fine  ^^ 
draught  horses.    This  badly  bent  the  car's  back  axte 
Later,  a  cycUst  informed  ie  that  tWswLables^n^ 
«d^;use,  for,  if  oniered  to  follow  my^r,  he^Sd 

wh&",^e^rk^i„«^^n,SSe^ 

£SS?  i  ^i'*'*'  *°  '*''*  **^«  of  our  two-seated 
^  ^i.vS:'/"?7  ^^y^'"'^  »"d  the  comm^lS 
ISSL^^i?'  *"^  keep  on  to  the  right  of  the 
Ebgde,  which  wasto  proceed  across  county  to  ^ 

fa^^T  ^**^  '^^^  orders  untiTl  ^ 
toformcd  I  was  leadmg  my  mixed,  if  small,  command 
!!S^,f°;^bat  newterritoiy  m  the  scnU  S^ 

gaw^d  returned  whence  I  •    '  come  with  aU  my 
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,J^&  *^  \  foJlowed  the  advance  of  the 
ist  Division  to  the  left  of  the  cavalry.  Passimr  the 
long  hnes  of  infantiy  and  many  batteries  was  trying 
J!rL  n—  seven  o'clock  before  I  reached  the  h«3 
of  tte  Division.     Past  Lucy  and  Torcy  we  went 

2?51S?S?.*!t.^"??  "^.^  P*^'**  ^''^^  ^^  wonder 
^ Si  1^5!;^'**??^  *"*"y  ^°°^  no  advantage 
^^S.y't"**!?  ?»>tions.  Just  north  of  Tortyl 
^  i  ^I  ^f^r°^  ^^  S"^''  Regiment,  which  was 
in  the  lead    In  front  was  Captain  Nicholson  with  a 

StSi<Si  '  ^'"^^"^  C^^'-y  to  ^ 

.^yH  *?"?  ?^.  **^"  '"to  **»«  ^"»«e  of  Courchamps, 
the  Scouto  informing  us  of  Germans  just  ahead,  and 
toen  a  halt  for  a  moment  and  a  chat  with  the  villagers. 
•For  five  <^ys  and  nights."  said  a  woman,  who  was 
hmy  fihng  bowls  of  fine,  fresh  milk  for  the  soldie" 
without  a  thought  of  remuneration,  "the  Germans 
have  hurried  northwards."  The  bulk  of  the  retreat- 
ing invaders  had  passed  two  days  before,  but  some 
m&nteywentbyla^er.  The  GeiJnan  cavalry  were  in 
the  village  an  hour  and  a  half  before  us.  The  viUaeers 
said  many  guns  were  with  the  German  columns. 

k«iL  •  "r  "^.  ^^i  ^^""^y  ^^^  e«J»t  o'clock  we 
tolted  m  front  of  the  town  of  Priez.  On  our  left  a 
transport  column  of  the  enemy  raced  northward,  and 
shorUy  afterwards  we  could  see  a  Une  of  motor  lorries 

fH^^^UTJ^^^^  *^"&  »^ong  »'  *»«h  speed,  as 
though  belated  to  a  point  of  great  danger  andin  full 
realisation  of  it. 

A  fierce  cannonade  on  our  left  told  us  of  the  ard 
Corps  at  U  Ferti-Jouarre.  •' 

General  Bulfin,  commanding  the  ist  Brigade,  asked 
me  to  what  I  was  attached.  On  learning  1  «ras  with 
the  cavahy  he  bemoaned  the  fact  that  the  cavalry  were 
2^  5^  wJ.**  ^  f«»t-<««Ppearing  transports  the 
enemy  would  have  &Uen  an  easy  prey  to  one  of  our 
Cavalry  Brigades  on  that  flank. 
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Major  Frazer,  of  General  AUenlw's  staff,  drore  by 
at  nine  o'clock,  and  asked  why  1  was  making  no 
progress  toward  joining   the   Cavaliy  Division.     I 
explained  that  the  only  available  road  to  the  east 
had  but  recently  been  reached  by  the  infantry  advance, 
and  was  even  then  being  fired  over  by  the  machine 
guns  dinning  away  a  few  hundred  yards  in  front  of  us. 
Pnez  lay  in  a  vallw.    The  top  of  the  slope  beyond 
was  plainly  visible  from  where  we  stood.     Bulfin's 
brigade  was  advancing  up  the  far  hillside  as  we 
(Jatted,  and  nearing  the  crest     An  ideal  spot,  I 
thought,  for  a  stiff  German  rearguard  action. 
Frazer  suggested  our  procwding  as   far  as   the 
T^\    I  accompanied  him,  leaving  my  convoy  of 
qrcles  behind.    We  dismounted  from  our  cars  in  the 
hollow,  after  passing  the  village  proper.    The  deployed 
hnes— consisting  of  Sussex  and  South  Hants  Regi- 
ments—had reached  the  crown  of  the  hill  in  front. 
Their  amval  was  the  signal  for  the  commencement  ot 
a  very  pretty  little  fight 

The  rifle  fire  grew  in  volume  until  singing  bullets 
were  so  frequent  at  the  point  we  had  chosen  that  I 
took  cover  in  a  roadside  ditch.  My  attention  was 
arrested  by  the  frantic  efforts  oi  a  scared  woman  to 
close  the  shutters  of  an  adjacent  house,  the  side  of 
which  was  being  well  peppered. 

Turning  from  my  momentary  aberration,  I  discovered 
that  Frazer's  car  had  returned  from  whence  it  had 
come.  A  lonesome  feeling  coming  over  me,  I  left 
toe  ditch  and  thn  car,  and  ran  across  the  road  to  the 
Aelter  of  a  bank,  behind  which  a  number  of  the 
Sussex  Regiment  were  taking  cover.  I  found  the 
detadiment  was  A  Company,  Captain  Bond  com- 
manding. 

After  a  quarter  of  an  hour  of  enjoyment  of  good 
shelter  from  the  increasing  Mauser  pellets,  an  order 
«me  to  A  Company  to  advance  up  the  hill  to  the 
fini^  line.    They  started  off  to  the  r^ht,  taking  such 
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"w  as  the  tow  buik  aflbrded  A  disinclination  to 
be  left  alone  in  such  a  wann  conier  led  me  to  aoooni« 
pai^them. 

Tlie  enemy  had  succeeded  in  driving  back  the  left 
of  the  British  line,  which  enabled  them  to  cover  our 
advance  up  the  Mil  from  our  left  flank.  A  number  of 
our  i»rty  were  hit,  particularly  at  an  open  space  fifty 
feet  in  extent,  where  the  bank  at  the  roadside  was 
quite  unnecessarily  low.  The  two  men  immediately 
in  front  of  me  and  the  man  just  behind  me  were  hit 
all  three  being  wounded  in  the  head. 

The  German  guns  opened  on  the  village  behind  us 
and  tiie  slope  away  to  the  rear.  Our  guns  replied, 
but  theur  range  was  short,  some  of  the  shells  burstii^ 
overus.  ^ 

Tome  the  situation  seemed  somewhat  bizarre.  Our 
enjo]rment  of  our  surroundings  was  by  no  means  aug' 
mmted  by  one  of  the  Sussex  men  from  the  line&i 
iroot,  who  came  running  back  with  the  news  of  a 
general  retirement  Rifle  fire  in  front,  rifle  fire  ffom 
our  left,  and  shnqmel  from  both  front  and  rear,  made 
us  wcmder  whether  retirement  was  not  less  wise  dun 
sUying  where  we  were.  But  orders  are  oiders,  so  we 
headed  down  the  slope  fw  the  village. 

Reaching  the  fifty-foot  gap,  a  couple  of  bold  ones 
nohed  at  it,  only  to  fall  before  they  had  got  across. 
Tl»t  part  of  our  journey  must,  it  seoned,  be  taken  in 
full  sight  of  the  enemy.  While  pausing  and  con- 
templating this  fact,  a  herd  of  a  score  or  more  cows 
galtoped,  beltowing,  down  the  hedge-side  in  the  field 
by  us.  Suddenly  blessed  with  an  inspiration,  we 
sprinted  down  the  road  in  the  lee  of  the  barrier  thus 
providentially  imposed  between  us  and  our  friends  the 
enemy.  ••  We're  all  right  so  long  as  the  beef  holds 
out,"  panted  a  Tommy,  as  the  bullets  went  «  puck- 
puck  '^  into  the  cattle. 

In  a  matter  of  seconds  I  had  reached  the  car,  and 
was  mentally  consigning  it  and  its  contents  to  the 
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Boaches,  when  a  major  of  the  Sussex  battalion  asked 
me  if  I  would  take  it  back  with  as  many  of  the 
wounded  as  we  could  pack  on  it  I  was  of  the  belief 
that  anv  occupant  of  a  car  that  tried  to  pass  through 
the  village  and  up  the  slope  in  plain  sight  of  the 
enemy,  and  in  the  direct  path  of  Ms  shrapnel,  would 
stand  little  chance  of  escape,  but  the  wounded  were 
tossed  into  the  tonneau,  into  the  front  seats,  on  the 
folded  hood  at  the  rear,  and  all  about,  wherever  space 
could  be  found.  I  jumped  into  the  driving  seat,  and 
backed  the  car  to  the  cross-roads  in  the  town, 
suffering  a  collision  with  a  wall  en  route. 

The  car's  stras  were  lined  with  soldiers,  and  one  was 
mounted  on  a  front  wing. 

"  Now  boys,"  I  said,  as  I  headed  the  car  round  for 
the  dash  up  the  hill,  "  the  nse  is  steep,  and  this  is  no 
'  General '  omnibus.  All  that  are  not  wounded  hop 
off,  and  I'll  see  if  I  can  get  the  rest  out  of  it." 

With  a  cheery  word  they  jumped  off,  except  one, 
who  stood  on  the  step  at  my  side. 
"  Are  you  hit  ? "  I  queried. 

•*  No,  but  I'm  all  right.  I  won't  fall  off,  guv'nor," 
he  rrolied  with  a  grin. 

"  If  you  are  bound  to  come  with  us,"  said  I,  "  vault 
up  behind  me  and  stick  on." 

He  did  so,  and  as  I  felt  his  hand  on  my  shoulder  I 
looked  up  at  him  and  remarked,  "I've  got  you 
between  me  and  the  Germans  whatever  happens." 
But  we  found  that  ride  no  joke. 
Up  the  hill  we  crawled.  My  load  was  eleven, 
some  badly  hit  Two  (yclists  in  front  gave  promise  of 
bkx:king  the  way  as  we  gathered  speed,  but  a  shell 
burst  over  us  that  knocked  one  of  the  pair  off  his 
wheel.  He  careered  into  his  fellow ;  the  pair  rolled 
into  the  ditch  together.  Bang  t  went  another  shell, 
seemingly  a  few  feet  over  us.  Four  men  from  a  group 
ahead  of  us  were  hit,  so  falling  that  they  almost 
blocked  the  roadway.    Bullets  sang  all  about    Some- 

114 


MONS  TO  YPRES. 

one  hangiiy  on  one  of  the  steps  was  hit,  and  cried  out 
as  he  dropped  off.  As  the  slope  beaune  less  steep  I 
overtook  an  ammunition  limber,  the  team  — minus 
driver— in  full  flight  toward  the  rear.  Off  the  road 
and  into  tht  dry  stubble  field  I  guided  the  groaning 
car,  past  the  tired  horses,  gallofung  their  poor  best, 
and  into  the  road  again,  urged  by  a  quartette  of 
shrapnel  that  seemed  to  burst— oh  t— so  close  to  us ! 

A  mile  or  so  in  the  rear,  we  found  a  hastily  im- 
provised hospital,  in  a  field  by  the  load,  where  I 
delivered  my  load.  An  orderly  came  to  me  as  I  drove 
up,  saying  laconically,  "  Wounded  ? "  "  Yes,"  I 
answered,  "all  but  one."  Turning,  I  sought  the 
persistent  one  whom  I  had  mounted  at  my  back. 

"  /  stopped  one,  coming  up  the  hill,"  said  the  object 
of  my  remark,  with  a  grin—"  I  stopped  one  proper,  I 
did  I "  And  as  he  disentangled  his  feet  from  those  of 
asadly  wounded  comrade  on  whom  he  had  been  sup- 
porting himself,  he  opened  his  tunic  and  showed  me  a 
blood-soaked  side.  "Through," he  explained.  "Might 
have  got  you  if  I  hadn't  been  there,"  he  added,  "  so 
maybe  it  was  just  as  well.  I  coukln't  have  brought 
the  others  back  in  this  thing."  And  he  grinned  a«dn 
as  I  put  him  down  where  the  orderlies  could  get  him. 
"Good  luck,  son,"  I  said,  with  a  lump  in  my  throat. 
His  teeth  were  set  as  he  was  borne  by  two  hospital 
men  to  where  the  doctors  could  attend  to  him. 

As  they  took  him  down  the  bank  the  corners  of  his 
mouth  twitched  in  another  half-smile,  and  he  said, 
"  Thanks.  Don't  you  worry  about  me :  /'m  all  right 
If s  nothing!"  * 

I  have  often  thought  of  him,  and  hoped  he  came 
through  in  good  shape.  His  spirit  was  so  very,  very 
fine. 

Wiping  some  of  the  red  off  the  cushions  of  the  car, 
I  turned  it  again  towards  Priez,  and  ran  as  far  as  a 
haystack,  to  the  right  of  the  road.  The  rain  had 
ceased.    I  sat  with  some  of  the  King's  Koytl  Rifles 
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in  tbe  lee  of  the  stack,  for  a  tiioe.     Shnmnd 

buntiiig  near  bv.  TVio  bto  high-exploiive  shelb  went 
over  us,  and  lit  not  far  behM.  Some  of  General 
Lomax's  staff  and  a  number  of  ist  Division  officen 
were  in  front  of  the  stack.  I  joined  them  and  distri- 
buted some  chocolate  I  had  in  the  car,  which  was  veiy 
cheerily  greeted.  Shells  came  eUmt.  As  an  excuse 
to  get  back  for  a  bceathing  space,  I  picked  up  thiee  or 
four  passing  wounded,  to  take  them  to  the  dressing 
•tation.  No  sooner  had  I  started  than  a  blinding  fla2 
in  front,  and  a  Mack  smoke  ckxid  in  our  «res  and 
nostrils,  told  of  the  arrival  of  another  high-expk»ive 
shell  It  had  Ut  in  the  road,  striking  two  mounted 
orderlies.  The  hocMS  and  men  were  literally  blown 
to  nieces,  and  the  road  sca«red  with  a  huge  hole. 

One  poor  chap  hi  the  car  was  so  near  gone  when  we 
arrived  at  the  ho^iital  that  hb  chances  weie  dedaied 
by  the  doctor  to  be  one  in  a  thousand. 

Through  the  nUddle  of  the  day  and  into  the  early 
ammoon  our  guns  hammered  at  the  enemy.  Another 
Infimtiy  Bitaule  was  sent  up  and  forced  the  Germans 
to  retire.  Ine  actkm  was  only  a  rearguard  fi^t,  but 
the  cooskieraUe  number  of  wounded  in  the  drtMing 
i^atfcm,  and  aU  along  the  road,  tokl  of  the  efficiency  of 
it  A  constant  i»ocessk»  of  stretchers  went  past 
General  Findby,  seated  beskle  the  road,  not  fiv  ftom 
tiw  haystack  that  save  me  shelter  for  a  time,  was  hit 
by  shrapnel  and  killed. 

The  Sussex  Regiment  k»t  heavily.  Not  only  weie 
their  casualties  considerable,  but  among  the  list  were 
some  of  their  best  officers.  Altogether,  Pries  cost  us 
between  three  and  fmir  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

Shortly  after  mkl-day  one  of  General  Lomax's  staff 
asked  me  to  take  a  message  to  Gmeral  Allenby. 

This  required  mygoing  south, and  then  tuniing  east 
and  nerth  again.  The  left  of  d'Espctey'a  5th  Army 
was  in  touch  with  our  rigk.  Passing  Grisolles  and 
Rooourt,  and  proceeding   north   towaid  Oukhy-le- 
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Chiteau  I  saw  many  French  troops,  but  could  get  no 
word  of  Allenl^.  I  watdied  a  couple  of  batteries  of 
75'$  shell  Oulchy.  The  French  officers  were  very 
friendly.  As  the  white  shell  clouds  burst  against  the 
dark  green  foliage  in  front  we  chatted  of  prospective 
victory.  Th«y  were  pleased  when  I  told  them  that 
«ie  of  our  Divisions,  checked  for  a  moment  at  Priez, 
had  taken  it  and  pushed  on  to  shell  Neuilly-St  Front 
Soissons  and  Braisnes  were  tkiir  objectives,  the  French 
officers  said 

I  pushed  on  to  a  high  point,  and  at  last  met  General 
Allenby,  whom  I  had  almost  despaired  of  finding.  I 
delivered  my  message,  and  mounting  a  haystack 
watched  the  French  mfantry  attack  north  of  Oulchy, 
supported  by  French  and  English  batteries. 

In  the  evening,  with  General  de  Lisle,  I  visited 
GrisoUes,  Latilly,  Nanteuil  and  Rozet-Ablin.  These 
little  towns  in  Uie  valley  of  the  Ourcq  were  charming 
in  their  simple  beauty.  The  Germans  had  not  stepped 
kMM;  nor  done  much  damage  thereabouts.  Thecoming 
of  ^  Allies  had  restored  confidence  in  the  twinklii^ 
cS  an  eye.  Alreaify  the  peasant  folk  were  at  work 
d^ging  their  hidden  stores  of  flour  from  out  their 
straw  stacks. 

Captain  Barrett  and  I  spent  most  of  the  t^t 
searching  for  our  Brigade  transport,  whk^  had  raie 
astray.  Discovering  itatlast, and  providingthe  onoer 
in  duugewith  a  map^  weran  back  to  our  night  quaiten 
at  Rozet  There  we  slept  on  coudies  in  the  partially 
dismantled  drawing-romn  of  a  house  whkh  a  villager 
docribed  as  the  property  of  a  French  Field-Marshal 
Dinner  havii^  been  ccmsumed  in  our  absence,  Barrett 
and  I  made  a  hearty  meal  off  cold  smip,  bread  and 
jam,  and  slept  soundly  until  four  o'ckxk  the  next 
morning. 

The  first  hours  (rf*  the  next  d^  we  spent  in  careering 
about  the  country  for  mws  of  horse  tnmsport,  iHiich 
had  gone  stubborn^  astray  in  ^*te  of  ma{»  zxA 
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instructions.  Through  village  after  village  we  searched 
for  a  time  to  no  avail  Three  small  detachments  had 
aptnt  the  night  in  the  same  little  village  without  any 
one  of  them  being  in  the  least  aware  of  its  proximity 
to  the  others.  At  daybreak  the  three  had  left,  still 
unconscious  that  their  fellows  were  haid  by,  each  to  go 
in  a  different  direction.  We  found  them  all  at  last, 
after  unravelling  Gilbertian  blunders  on  the  part  of 
thoroughly  muddled  "  non-coms."  It  is  easy  to  laugh 
at  such  "  mix-ups  "  when  they  become  disentangled, 
but  truly  difficult  to  do  so  until  the  trouble  is  over. 
Horse  transport  trains  breed  short  tempers  m<Mre  often 
than  not. 

Our  course  bore  eastward,  and  then  north  for  Braisnes. 
Close  to  us  on  the  right  Coi^neau's  French  cavalrymen 
were  advancing.  They  bore  signs  of  campaign  wear. 
Our  appearance  was  far  from  prepossessing.  A  wash 
was  a  luxury  and  a  shave  unknown.  Dirty  as  we  wtn 
I  think  the  French  were  dirtier.  Their  rusty  cuirasses 
helped  to  give  one  such  an  impression,  as  did  the  once 
white  bits  of  trimming  on  their  uniforms.  The  Chas- 
seurs d'Inde  looked  a  wiry  lot  Their  baggy  blue 
trousers,  red  jackets,  and  red  fez  on  yellow  turban 
looked  still  gay,  though  well-berimed.  Their  dapper 
little  Arabs  stepped  gingerly,  aware  all  eyes  were  on 
them. 

We  passed  several  groups  of  German  prisoners. 
General  de  Lisle  told  me  our  ist  and  2nd  Divisions 
captured  over  i,ooo  of  the  enemy  the  day  before,  and 
with  them  seven  guns.  Later  reports  swelled  this  to 
double  the  number  of  prisoners  and  guns,  and  rumour 
told  that  machine-guns  and  transport  had  also  been 
taken. 

Breakfast  in  an  open  field  found  us  munching  bully 
and  dry  bread  with  true  ardour.  For  lunchecm  we 
brought  similar  appetites  to  an  identical  menu. 
Blinding  downpours  of  rain  fell  for  most  of  the  after- 
noon.    Our   forward   movement  was   curtailed   by 
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orders  from  above.  The  Qih  Lancers  had  pressed 
well  on  toward  Soissons.  De  Lisle  sent  me  to  Maast 
to  recall  them.  Major  Beale-Browne,  commanding 
the  9th,  said  Lucas  Tooth's  squadron  was  beyond 
Nanteuil,  and  well  up  the  Soissons  road.  Would  I 
run  on  and  pass  the  order  to  reassemble  ?  Certainly. 
Reaching  them  in  the  rain  Lucas  Tooth  told  me  the^ 
had  chased  the  Uhlans  just  over  a  ridge  beyond.  One 
of  his  troopers  saw  three  or  four  of  the  enemy  and 
rode  at  them  with  a  yell.  They  dashed  back  and 
soon  overtook  seventy  of  their  comrades.  Catching 
sig^t  of  the  larger  body  the  9th  trooper  turned  and 
galloped  for  assistance.  The  Uhlans  came  on  slowly 
behind  him.  Gathering  together  the  troop  01  which 
he  was  a  member,  the  handful  started  full  tilt  for  the 
enemy.  The  moment  the  troop  came  over  the  brow 
of  a  rolling  hill,  and  in  sight  of  the  Germans,  the 
latter,  disregarding  their  greatly  superior  numbers, 
turned  and  fled.  Our  cavalry  was  gaining  a  sinister 
reputation. 

We  spent  the  night  of  Saturday,  the  i  ith,  in  Arey, 
where  a  good  dinner  cheered  us  all.  A  hot  bath  in  a 
wash-tub,  and  a  blanket-bed  on  the  clean  tiles,  made 
for  solid  comfort. 

On  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  12th,  a  French 
officer  told  us  how  well  the  Allied  Forces  were 
succeeding.  Foch  had  pressed  on  and  might  soon 
be  at  Rheims,  he  said 

I  was  with  the  extreme  advance  during  the  fore- 
noon. Rifle  shots  close  at  hand ;  pools  of  fresh  blood 
in  the  roadway ;  dead  horses,  not  yet  cold,  and  scared 
peasants,  all  told  of  cavalry  patrols  in  collision  at 
daybreak.  We  stopped  on  a  line  of  hills.  Down  the 
slc^  in  front  lay  Braisnes  and  the  crossing  of  the 
Vesle.  We  were  afforded  a  splendid  view  of  the  field- 
gun  battle  for  the  river.  The  horizon  in  front  and 
away  to  the  right,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  was 
one  long  line  of  black  or  white  shell-clouds.    Dozens, 
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scores,  hundreds  of  cloudlets,  ever  changing,  new  ones 
bom  with  every  second,  yet  no  two  alike  in  fonn. 
iSefore  eleven  we  lunched  A  big  round  loaf  of  brwid, 
to  obUin  which  a  kindly  native  walked  two  miles,  a 
tin  of  sardines,  two  tins  of  bully  beef,  a  tin  of 
naarmalade  and  a  tot  all  round  of  wonderful  Army 
rum,  iMTovided  a  hearty  meal,  not  only  for  our  own 
^n  but  for  General  AUenby  and  many  of  the 
Divisional  Staff  as  well.  Rain  fell  in  sheets  while  we 
were  lunching,  our  dining-room  being  the  shelter, 
??*  j°»^n«"y  than  real,  of  a  small  hwstack.  The 
fight  for  Braisnes  was  within  earshot  The  Germans 
had  barricaded  the  bridge  and  the  main  s;^eet  of  the 
town,  and  were  putting  up  a  strong  rearguard  action. 

Some  of  the  3rd  Division  Infiuitiy  BattaUons 
trudged  by  at  a  good  pace  unmindful  of  the  downpour 
or  the  mud  underfoot  Many  of  the  Tommies  had 
ponchos,  scune  had  overcoats,  and  here  and  there  a 
blanket  or  brown  gun-cover  kept  off  the  wet  Only  a 
few  of  them  were  without  protection  <rf  a  s<wt  By 
noon-time  the  bridge  was  taken,  and  a  couple  of  hours 
^  we  moved  up.  The  Queen's  Bays  had  been  in 
tte  hme-light,  and  greatly  distinguished  themselves. 
From  the  winding  wooded  road  down  into  the  valley 
the  hills  across  the  river  loomed  grey-green  in  a  rain- 
rout  On  the  bank  by  the  way  lay  the  dead  body  of 
Bertram  Stewart  of  the  Intelligence,  who  had  taken  a 
nfle  and  gone  down  to  lend  a  hand  B^rond  him 
a  wounded  trooper  sat  propped  against  a  milestone 
g^puig  with  pain.  Across  the  bridge  we  came  upon 
abroken  bit  of  loop-holed  wall,  then  a  barricade  of  sand- 
bags in  the  street,  a  score  or  more  of  German  prisoners, 
a  crowded  ambulance,  and  behind  it  an  old  rickety 
one>horse  landau,  creeping  slowly  so  as  not  to  jar  the 
wounded  soldier  stretched  on  a  door  laid  crosswise 
over  the  carriage  superstructure.  The  main  thorough- 
fere  was  fuU  of  infentry.  The  ist  Cavalry  Bri^e 
that  had  taken  Braisnes  was  on  ahead,  winning  the 
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German  positions  on  the  slopes  beyond  the  town. 
Shops  were  emptied  in  short  order  of  what  little  the 
Germans  had  left  untouched.  A  dear  old  Sister  <rf 
Mercy,  not  five  feet  tall,  found  me  endeavouring  to 
make  a  purchase  of  viands  of  some  sort  and  took  me 
under  her  wing.  Calls  on  storekeepers  proving  futile 
she  guided  me  to  a  pretentious  dwelling.  Here  we 
found  an  old  lady  who  gave  me  a  half  a  loaf  of  bread, 
a  small  pat  of  butter,  and  a  bottle  of  wine  for  our  mess. 
She  could  not  be  induced  to  take  any  remuneration. 
A  shell  hole  had  ruined  the  grass  plot  in  the  centre  of 
her  dainty  garden,  having  first  passed  through  her 
bedroom.  The  Germans  had  demanded  her  keys  at 
the  point  of  a  pistol  and  had  well  ransacked  her  house, 
Wic  said.  She  was  a  sweet  old  lady.  How  a  human 
being  could  maltreat  her  I  could  not  imagine. 

The  fight  for  the  hill  north  of  Braisnes  was  not  over, 
but  after  half-an-hour's  wait  behind  a  haystack  outside 
the  town  I  was  allowed  to  proceed  At  the  base  of 
,the  hill  our  shrapnel  had  played  on  the  roadway  with 
deadly  accuracy.  The  ditches  were  full  of  dead  and 
wounded  Germans.  The  steep  slopes  were  lined  with 
well-made  trenches  one  above  another.  On  up  the 
winding  road  that  mounted  the  slope  we  toiled,  three 
hnes  abreast,  squadrons  of  cavalry,  lines  of  ammunition 
wagons,  motor  cars  and  horse-guns  all  tc^ether.  The 
rifle  and  rapid  gun-fire  from  the  crown  of  the  hill  was 
still  telling  of  the  stubborn  fight  while  we  were 
crawling  round  the  lower  curves  of  the  ascent  As  I 
gained  the  crest  I  saw  a  group  of  over  loo  German 
prisoners  and  piles  of  broken  German  rifles  by  the 
road.  Still  more  lines  of  trendies  disfigured  the  fields 
on  either  side. 

Our  billet  for  the  night  was  the  quaint  village  of 
Longueval,  less  than  two  miles  from  the  Aisne.  I 
was  alone  in  the  car  with  General  de  Lisle  when  we 
entered  the  village.  We  were  well  ahead  of  our 
tnx^js.     Personally,  I  felt  some  qualms  at  such  a 
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reconnaissance,  but  we  found  no  Germans  thereabouts. 
The  perale  were  most  cmriial  in  their  welcome,  and 
told  us  the  enem/s  troops  had  been  billeted  on  them 
for  die  past  ten  days.  A  big  stone  farm  with  an  ample 
yard  housed  the  headquarters'  contingent.  A^ter 
dinner,  I  took  Raymond  Hamilton-Grace  to  Gmeral 
AUenby's  headquarters  for  orders.  That  run  in  Uie 
dark,  rain,  wind  and  mud,  was  a  veritable  nif^troaie. 
Several  times  carefiilly-foUowed  instructions  as  to  the 
localisation  of  Divisional  Headquarters  were  im>ved  to 
have  been  utterly  wrong.  Once  we  went  past  our  last 
outpost  and  into  the  light  of  the  still  burning  ruins  of 
forms  beyond  it.  When  we  at  last  located  the  head 
of  the  Division,  we  found  it  plantedJn  an  awful  hole, 
approachable  only  through  a  sea  of  mud.  Our  quest 
fw  orders  was  in  vain,  as  no  orders  had  yet  been  issued. 
I  had  hoped  for  a  letter  from  home,  as  not  one  line 
from  London  had  reached  me  since  my  departure 
nearly  a  month  before.  But  no  letter  awaited  me. 
It  was  late  when  we  returned  to  Longueval,  and  a 
bundle  of  straw  on  a  stone  floor  made  a  tempting 
bed. 
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CHAPTER   VI. 

On  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  13th,  no  less  an 
undertaking  than  the  crossing  of  the  Aisne  was  to  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  cavalry.  Ordm  had  come  for  a 
general  advance.  The  ist  and  2nd  Cavalry  Brigades 
were  to  move  north.  The  3nd  Cavahy  Brigade  was 
to  reconndtre  the  river  crossings  from  Villers  to 
Pont-Arcy. 

The  item  of  the  greatest  interest  to  me  in  the  dally 
orders  was  the  point  given  as  the  general  objective  of 
the  Brigade.  No  matter  how  impossible  for  motor 
cars  the  counby  which  de  Lisle  would  traverse  with 
his  troopers,  if  I  knew  the  objective,  I  would  be  there 
before  his  arrival,  or  close  after  it.  The  point  given  as  the 
and  Cavalry  Brigade  objective  that  13th  of  September, 
was  Chamouille,  a  village  some  ten  kilometres  due 
north  from  Bourg,  on  the  road  to  Lami.  Night  did 
not  find  us  at  Chamouille.  True,  we  were  to  cross 
the  Aisne  on  that  dapr,  and  to  do  so  in  unexpectedly 
good  time.  Chamouille,  however,  we  were  not  to  see 
that  day,  nor  the  next  Nor  have  English  or  French 
troops  set  foot  in  that  village  yet,  though  anotiber 
13th  September  has  come  and  gone. 

At  4.30  a  sergeant  came  in  with  the  report  that  the 
bridge  across  the  Aisne  at  Villers  had  been  found 
destroyed,  and  a  pontoon  Mdge  had  been  ccmstructed 
within  fifty  yards  of  It  A  bit  later  came  a  report 
from  Bourg.  The  tmdge  there  also  was  destroyed, 
but  a  nearer  bridge  over  a  canal  that  ran  parallel  to 
and  south  of  the  river  had  been  left  intact  More 
important,  a  third  bridge  m  the  vicinity,  by  which  an 
aqueduct  was  carried  over  the  main  stream  of  the 
river,  was  still  standii^.  If  that  bridge  could  be 
rushed,  the  passage  of  the  Aisne  would  be  secured 
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and  m  wmy  made  fm*  the  advance  of  the  troops  of  the 
1st  Infantiy  Divbion  behind  us. 

Daylight  struggled  through  the  haze  just  before 
five  o  clock,  and  showed  us  a  lowering  sky.  A  sharp 
burst  of  heavy  rain  fell. 

The  9th  Lancers  and  the  4th  Dragoon  Guards  were 
ordered  to  take  the  Bourg  bridge  at  five  o'clock,  and 
effect  a  crossing  of  the  river. 

Why  we  were  allowed  to  get  over  the  Aisne  with 

so   comparatively    little   opposition    at    Bourg   will 

probably   never   be    known.      Some    German    had 

blundered,  and  blundered  badJy.  A  couple  of  batteries 

of  our  field-guns  gave  die  town  a  sound  shelling,  and 

the  dismounted  tnxyers  surged  across  the  canal  bridge. 

At  the  far  side  the  damaged  river  bridge  gaped  before 

them.   On  their  left  was  the  aqueduct  bridge.    Behind 

its    embankment    were    Geraian    infantiy    with    a 

machine-gun.     Their   position  rendered   them  safe 

firom  our  shells,  and  gave  them  opportunity  to  pour  a 

fire  into  the  flank  of  our  attack,  almost  into  its  rear. 

Nothing  remained  but  to  rush  the  enemy,  which  was 

done  most   gallantly,  and  with   gratiMng   success. 

The  4th  D.G.'s  lost  Captain  Fitzgerald  and  four  or 

five  men  killed  at  the  bridge,  and  the  9th  Lancen 

suffered  some  casualties,  but,  considering  tlie  advantage 

gained   and   the   impottanot  of  the   crossing,   the 

resistance  was  absurdly  slight    When  the  aqueduct 

bridge   was    finally   won,   and   the    Germans   who 

defended  it  dislodged  or  killed,  great  was  our  amaze 

ment  at  the  weakness  of  the  force  which  had  been  left 

to  guard  it.  ^  The  German  guns  from  the  heights 

north  of  the  river  b^;an  shelling  Boui^  as  soon  as  we 

had  taken  it,  but  for  the  most  part  they  were  busy 

protecting  the  broken  bridge  at  Pont-Arcy  and  the 

pontoons  at  Chavonne,  both  to  our  left.    At  these 

points   the   2nd    Infantiy    Division    met    stubborn 

resistance,  but  eventually  won  their  way  across  the 

river. 
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ovcr^  riv^  b^  impamble,  my  only  alternative 
ii«iid|e  aqueduct  briidge.  The  half  towpath,  halflane 
S^  T5*  P*l  °*^  **  ^^^  *»*5c    Tbe  artflleiy 

fatpin  thick  mud,  aUpping,  sliding,  skidding  skmly 
fcnmd,  I  at  laM  came  to  Sw  point  wheie  &  gum 
had  made  a  path  up  the  steep  bank  to  the  main  road- 
way beyond.  No  choice  lemafaied  but  to  chaige  it  at 
mm  «peed  as  one  couM  muster.  Near  the  top  the 
]mring  iiiwels  refused  to  bit^  and  back  tiie  car  slid 
towards  the  river.  Attheedgeof  the  bank  the  diivinc 
wheels  hiekfly  encountered  some  obstacle  that  gm« 
them  a  gnp^  and  the  straining,  striving  car  sknrly 
cmwted  upwards,  eventually  to  foroe  its  way.  bade 
wheeb  revoking  at  fiiU  speed  in  the  oose,  up  to  and 
ovar  the  crest  of  the  bank  and  on  to  safety  beyond. 

The  and  Qwaliy  Brigade  advanced  north  towards 
tte  town  of  VenAesse,  three  to  fiMir  miles  dbtant 
The  1st  Iniantiy  Diviskm  tramped  akmg  in  their 
wake. 

Towards  noon  I  encountered  an  ocderly  who  sakl 
yeoeral  de  Lisle  wanted  me  to  come  up  front  and 
bring  the  hmchenn  badnt,  to  cany  whkh  had  now 
become  a  daihr  duty.  As  I  passed  detachments  of 
mfayontfaeVendresee  road  I  asked  if  the  General 
had  gone  on  in  the  direBtfon  I  was  purmtng,  and 
invarbbly  was  answered  in  tte  affirmative. 

As  the  road  became  fiee  of  lines  of  Tommies  and 
ammimition  waggons  I  quickened  my  pace.  At  the 
side  of  the  road  the  4th  Dragoon  Guards  stood,  dis- 
mounted Someone  at  the  bead  of  the  column  waved 
aslsped by, and  gave  a  fnendly shout  I  waved  in 
return,  slowing  to  pass  a  sipiadfon  of  tiuit  regiment 
proceeding  in  column  of  twos  towaids  Vendiesse.  I 
had  k>weied  the  hood,  encouraged  by  a  glimpse  of  die 
sun,  but  as  I  reached  a  duurp  bend  in  the  road  not  ftr 
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from  the  town  a  sodden  shoirer  pattered  down,  the 
big  drops  promising  a  quick  drenching.  Mindful  ot 
the  Hindi  in  the  tonneau  I  stopped  the  car  and 
jumped  out  to  raise  the  hood.  Before  I  had  done  so 
the  souadron  overtook  me  and  passed  on  the  trot. 
First  I  was  tempted  to  hasten  and  precede  them,  but 
a  refractory  nut  dekyed  me,  so  I  let  them  pass,  tailing 
an  affable  sergeant  at  the  rear,  who  threw  me  a 
cheery  word  as  he  jogged  by. 

A  moment  Uter  a  sharp  rattle  of  fire  directly  in 
front,  and  the  whirr  of  bullets  all  about,  made  me  pull 
up  in  record  time,  throw  in  the  reverse,  and  back 
frantically  for  the  shelter  of  the  bank  around  the  turn. 
The  scattering  shots  became  an  angry  roar,  and  a 
storm  of  witling  missives  sped  overiiead.  The 
horsemen  left  the  road  at  the  first  volley,  and  dis- 
appeared into  the  scrub  on  the  left,  some  of  their 
number  foiling  before  they  could  escape  from  the  path 
of  the  fiisilade.  A  bullet  tore  throu^  the  canvas  of 
the  hood  and  gave  one  of  the  stkks  a  nasty  smack, 
but  in  less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell  it  I  was  out  of 
harm's  way  behind  the  shoulder  of  the  hilL  Backing 
to  the  4th  D.  G.'s,  Colonel  Mullins  greeted  me  with 


friendly 

in  passing  had  been  an  effort  on  his  part  to  stop  me, 
as  Ueneral  de  Lisle  had  left  the  road  at  that  point, 
and  climbed  a  hill  to  the  left  The  fire  grew  hot 
again  in  front,  and  stray  pellets  spattered  round,  so  I 
turned  the  car  in  the  narrow  road  and  ran  further  to 
the  rear.  Our  batteries  began  the  game  of  dislodging 
the  enemy  from  Vendresse  and  the  slopes  beyond. 

An  offictr  from  G.H.Q.  drove  up  and  chatted  for  a 
time.  We  were  not  the  only  part  of  the  Army  across 
the  Aisne,  he  said.  The  passage  of  the  river  had  been 
won  by  the  3rd  Corps  to  our  left  and  by  the  2nd  Corps 
bq^Hid  them.    All  al(»ig  the  seventeen  mite  allcrtted 
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to  the  British  tront  the  north  bank  of  the  stream  was 
ours  s'  t  at  poinU  of  exceptional  strength,  such  as 
Cond  vhich  was,  It  proved  later,  to  remain  in  German 
hands  or  many  a  long  month.  He  told  me  the  sum 
total  of  official  casualties  to  that  date.  Out  of  1 5,800 
the  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  12,500 
were  missing,  most  of  tiie  latter  being  killed  or  wounded 
of  course.  This  intimated  a  sad  jumble  of  reports 
due  to  the  confusion  of  the  retreat. 

By  two  o'ckxk  I  found  tiie  Chief  and  his  Suff,  who 
welcomed  the  luncheon-basket.    Before  our  repast  was 
over  the  German  shells  were  searching  thereabouts, 
two  disquieting  visitors  coming  close  over  us.    Orders 
came  to  move  back.   As  I  had  headed  the  car  forward 
I  was  told  to  turn  again  and  make  for  a  safer  position. 
As  I  JMcked  to  do  so  two  more  shells  fell  in  the  road 
not  far  distant.    My  consequent  effort  to  rush  matters 
resulted  in  my  back  wheels  becoming  embedded  to 
the  hubs  in  soft  earth  at  the  roadside.    Whizzy-bang 
went  two  more  big  ugly  fellows  just  beyond.    No  one 
was  in  sight  along  the  way.   What  to  do  I  did  not  know. 
Reckless  efforts  to  jerk  the  poor  car  out  by  Its  own 
power  drove  the  rear  wheek  deeper  in  thdr  soft  bed. 
Bang— bang— bang— -bang ! 
Four  shrapnel  burst  over  the  trees  across  from  me 
and  rattled  and  crashed  through  the  bnuiches  with 
a  terrifying  din.    I  was  at  a  loss  for  a  solution  of  my 
difficulty,  and  became  aj^Kehensive  of  results. 

Down  the  road  from  the  rear  came  a  two-seated  car. 
The  driver  pulled  up,  took  in  the  situation  at  a  glance, 
dismounted,  and  producing  a  stout  rope,  tied  it  to  my 
car,  and  coolly  towed  it  on  to  the  roadway.  No  somier 
had  he  done  so  than  a  very  rain  of  shells  fell  over  the 
road  fifty  yards  ahead. 

Thanking  him  and  admiring  his  coolness,  I  explained 
that  the  headquarters  of  which  he  was  in  search  wsls 
further  to  the  rear,  and  we  pulled  out  without  delay 
to  a  afer  locality.    I  never  learned  the  name  of  my 
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benefactor.  His  pluck  saved  me.  The  next  day  I 
examined  the  spot  and  found  two  good-sized  shell- 
holes  had  been  made  in  the  road  not  ten  yards  from 
where  I  had  been  so  ignominiously  stuck. 

The  Brigade  went  to  the  high  ground  between  the 
Boujg-Vendresse  road  and  Vemeuil.  A  battery  was 
shelling  the  Germans  from  that  position  and  soon  the 
German  guns  replied.  The  9th  Lancers  suffered  on 
the  ridge,  losing  Captain  Lucas  Tooth,  a  splendid 
cavalry  officer.  Before  dark  we  were  relieved  by  the 
Rifle  Brigade,  and  our  troops  went  into  billets  at 
Oeuilly.  A  chAteau  there  had  been  left  in  a  filthy 
state  by  the  Germans^  but  piles  of  clean  straw  in  the 
ransacked  drawing-room  made  a  comfortable  resting- 
place,  t 

On  Monday,  September  14th,  I  was  called  at  a 
quarter-past  two  in  the  morning,  and  asked  to  be 
ready  to  start  at  3.30.  We  were  still  inclined  to 
wonder  by  what  good  fortune  we  had  been  allowed  to 
force  a  way  across  the  Aisne  at  Bourg,  the  day 
previously,  with  such  great  success  and  so  few  casualties. 

Our  passage  of  the  Aisne  and  our  pressing  forward 
to  Vendresse  and  up  to  the  Chemin  des  Dames,  a 
great  east-and-west  highway  beyond,  was  so  important 
a  move,  and  bore  such  prospect  of  result,  that  it  was 
but  natural  we  should  be  in  ardent  exportation  of  a 
sight  of  the  Rhine  within  the  near  fiiture. 

The  winning  of  Bourg,  and  the  consequent  following 
up  by  Haig's  ist  Division  of  the  advantage  uius 
gained,  gave  Sir  John  French  an  opportunity  to 
quickly  develop  the  situation  by  a  general  push  along 
our  whole  front  on  that  Monday  morning.  We  learned 
that  Maunoury,  with  his  French  Sixth  Army,  had 
crossed  the  Aisne  between  Compi^gne  and  Soissons. 
We  knew  the  French  were  across  the  Aisne  on  our 
right  and  we  were  expected  to  advance  to  a  new  line 
from  Laon,  due  north  from  Bourg,  to  Fresnes 
which    lies   practically   due    north    from    Soissons' 
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The  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  was  ordered  to  move  off 
at  (Mice  via  Troyon  and  Courtecon.  Our  route  from 
Oeuilly  led  to  Bouig,  then  north.  Between  Bourg  and 
the  Chemin  des  Dames  the  road  lay  through  beautiful 
country.  Well-wooded  heights  rose  on  the  left,  and 
the  way  ran  along  a  deep  valley  until  reaching  Ven- 
dresse,  then  wound  upward  past  the  little  village  of 
Troyon.  Just  before  it  reached  the  Chemin  des 
Dames  the  road  passed  a  large  sugar  mill.  The  town 
of  Courtecon,  our  objective  for  that  day,  lay  beyond. 
Courtecon  was  at  that  time,  and  has  always  been  since, 
in  Gennan  hands. 

We  started  full  of  hope  of  pressing  on  to  further 
success,  the  battle  of  the  Mame  fresh  in  our  minds. 

In  the  dark  and  the  rain,  without  any  lights,  the 
road  full  of  cavalry  regiments  and  attendant  batteries 
of  artillery,  progress  was  slow.  Ahead  of  the  Brigade, 
I  found  a  detachment  of  infantry,  which  challenged  in 
the  dark  in  so  truculent  a  manner  that  I  decided  to  wait 
and  allow  some  of  our  own  command  to  precede  me. 
I  brought  the  car  to  rest  at  a  point  where  the  road  from 
Bouig  forked,  one  branch  leading  to  Vendresse,  the 
Ofther  to  Moulins.  As  I  waited  in  the  rain  a  single 
shot  rang  out  on  the  ridge,  the  dark  woods  of  which 
towered  above.  The  Brigade  advance  guard  came  up, 
de  Lisle  and  his  staff  close  behind.  The  General 
directed  me  to  follow  after  him,  preceding  the  advance 
squadron  of  the  9th  Lancers,  which  was  under  command 
of  Captain  "Rivy"  Grenfell.  Passing  through  the 
dark  goige  before  the  road  curved  round  to  the  right  and 
left  as  it  entered  the  first  scattered  houses  of  the  village 
of  Vendresse,  I  lost  touch  with  the  advance  party  and 
the  Gmeral.  Slowing  down,  I  had  a  chat  with  Captain 
Grenfell.  I  told  him  that  my  orders  were  to  push  on, 
but  diat  I  thought  it  would  be  wiser  for  me  to  keep 
out  of  the  way  of  his  advance  squadron  and  follow 
behind  it.  I  was  not  sure  of  the  road,  had  lost  the 
advance  guard,  and  manoeuvring  the  car  without  lights, 
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with  no  one  preceding  me  in  the  roadway,  might  cause 
some  delay  and  confusion.  Grenfell  agreed  that  I 
should  be  less  in  the  way  if  I  would  follow  his 
squadron.    This  decision  undoubtedly  saved  my  life. 

We  toiled  along  in  the  dark,  when  suddenly  from 
the  front  came  the  rattle  of  machine-gun  fire  and  a 
storm  of  bullets.  The  road  was  sufficiently  wide  foe 
me  to  turn  the  car.  I  sped  away  towards  the  other 
squadrons  of  the  9th  Lancers,  \  hich  were  coming 
up.  The  leading  squadron,  behind  which  I  had  been 
crawling,  scattered  off  the  road  when  the  machine 
guns  in  front  opened  fire.  The  first  volley  shot 
Captain  "Rivy"  Grenfell  dead,  a  bullet  striking  him 
in  the  forehead  as  he  was  riding  up  the  road. 

The  Germans  were  bent  pn  holding  the  crest  of  the 
hill.  General  Bulfin's  2nd  Brigade,  the  Sussex,  the 
Northamptons,  and  60th  Rifles,  were  on  our  left  front. 
The  4th  Guards  Brigade  were  further  to  the  left, 
but  what  troops,  if  any,  were  on  our  right  I  could 
not  discover.  The  machine-gun  and  rifle  fire  grew 
increasingly  heavy  in  front.  The  enemy  were  in 
greater  strength  than  we  had  anticipated.  For  a  time 
I  sat  in  the  valley  with  but  little  information.  Stories 
were  told  me  of  Captain  Grenfell's  squadron,  one  being 
that  the  Germans  had  allowed  our  advance  guard  to 
pass  through  their  lines  before  opening  fire.  Later 
we  learned  that  the  advance  guard  had  left  the  road, 
and  Grenfell's  squadron  was  acting  as  the  point. 

A  motor  cy^m  was  sent  up  to  get  information  of 
the  liituation  tm  i^  crest.  On  his  return  he  repented 
that  rmr  Brifid*  wm  well  under  cover,  and  we  were 
kolitof  our  MMition  but  not  advancing.  Later  an 
m^afy  from  ttm  Uot*,  witSk  31  moment  to  spare,  told 
ne  cm  troops  were  no  fmtk^  forward  than  the  point 
1^  had  reached  the  d»y  bek^  h  captain  who  had 
a  KortBig  p«ty  alonir  «*»«  '5«it  -^-ring  the  night 
joifieii  mx  cusversatkm  iU  t,im4  h«?  ^mt  no  Germans 
Vendressc,  evidiftee  matt  ti^m^-  ¥  the  enemy 
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had  advanced  at  dawn.  Some  Scots  Guards  came 
down  the  hill  wounded,  and  reported  that  the  fire 
from  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  the  sugar-mill  was 
very  heavy. 

It  was  a  rainy,  dreary  mominij.  By  seven  o'clock  a 
number  of  wounded  had  come  to  the  dressing  station 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  Our  batteries  had  begun  firing, 
but  so  far  no  enemy  shells  had  disturbed  us.  Another 
of  our  batteries  dashed  up  towards  Vendresse,  a 
most  inspiring  sight.  Major  Beale  Brown,  of  the 
9th  Lancers,  told  me  more  of  Captain  Grenfell's  death. 
His  squadron  had  proceeded  under  the  impression  that 
they  were  following  the  advance  guard,  and  bumped 
right  into  the  German  picket.  Captain  Grenfell  was 
the  fifteenth  officer  of  the  9th  Lancers  killed  during  the 
campaign.  The  i8th  Hussars  and  a  battery  went  by. 
Our  field^[uns  opened  with  increasing  frequency  in 
positions  to  the  right  and  left.  The  Webh  Regiment 
and  the  Gloucesters  passed,  the  former  followed  by  its 
handsome  white  goat.  Stout  chaps  the  infantry  men, 
bearded  like  a  pard,  except  for  sundry  hairless  youths. 
Their  firm  step  in  the  muddy  road  as  they  swung  along 
at  a  good  four  miles  an  hour  was  evidence  of  their 
fitness  and  the  spirit  that  was  in  them.  Their  faces 
showed  great  contrast,  and  I  was  struck  by  tiie  youth- 
ful ones  among  them.  In  the  dull,  lowering,  appre- 
hensive weather,  swinging  forward  grimly  in  the 
drizzle  to  face  the  German  machine-guns  on  the  crest, 
one  oHild  well  be  proud  to  be  fighting  under  the  same 
flag.  A  short  mile  away  many  of  them  were  to  meet 
their  death.  They  were  not  going  towards  it  care- 
lessly, or  thoughtlessly,  but  were  pressing  forward  with 
the  eagerness  of  splendid  fighting  stock,  when  the 
battle  is  within  sight  and  hearing.  A  heavier  roll  of 
rifle  fire,  or  an  increase  in  the  staccato  of  the  rapid  fire 
guns,  seemed  a  signal  for  a  quickening  of  their  step. 
I  never  saw  finer  soldiers. 

General  de  Lisle  took  me  down  to  the  headquarters 
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of  the  ist  Division  at  die  cross-rosds  outside  Vendresse, 
where  we  learned  that  the  in&ntiy  had  definitely 
captured  the  ridge,  and  on  the  r%ht  were  through 
Pais^,  which  was  taken  the  day  before,  and  had  got 
well  beyond  it    The  numbers  of  wounded  increased 
eveiy  minute.    Batteries  continued  to  be  sent  up  the 
hill  and  off  to  the  r^ht    The  German  shelb  came 
closer  to  us.    Three  shelb  fell  on  the  roadwi^  not  fer 
ahead  of  a  dozen  couples  of  stretcher-bearers,  who 
had  started  for  the  front.    They  trudged  on  stolidly. 
Our  guns  behind  us,  right  and  left,  were  hammering 
away  so  pertinaciously  that  it  was  likely  we  would 
soon  come  in  fw  a  severe  return  fire.    A  heavy  infantiy 
engagement  commenced  in  front  of  Paissy.    The  shots 
echoed  down  the  glen  in  an  increasing  din.    The 
General  returned  to  the  aid  Cavahy  Brigade  head- 
quarters.   We  passed  the  North  Lancashires  on  their 
way  to  the  firing  line. 

De  Lisle's  formula  urtien  starting  on  our  little  cxpe- 
^tiwis  by  car  was,  "I  would  like  to  go  on  now, 
Prwident,  if  you  do  not  mind  going  under  fire  again." 
*  President "  was  my  nickname,  bestowed  to  marie  my 
nationality.  De  Lisle  was  always  cheerfiiL  He  had 
an  increasing  amount  of  enjoyment  tfut  moriiii^ 
watching  my  nervous  jumps  when  the  «  Black  Maria^ 
shells  exploded  in  our  vidnity.  The  Mg  howitxer 
shells  caiBed  me  an  unusual  amount  of  nervousness. 
Just  befine  ten  o'clock  a  couple  of  messi^ws  were 
passed  by  word  oi  moudi  down  the  troops  2oi^  the 
roadway.  The  first  one,  thrown  from  detadunent  to 
(tetachment,  was,  "Pass  the  wwd  back  that  no 
notice  is  to  be  taken  of  the  white  flag."  Sinister 
message  that,  telling  its  own  stoiy.  Someone  lad 
trusted  the  white  flag  as  a  signal  of  surrender,  to  Ut 
cost 

The  next  few  <hcys  woe  replete  wMi  siidi  hwtaaces, 
but  the  first  of  sudi  stories  tiiat  came  toour  ean  node 
rae  greatest  impresskai. 


Colonel  Steele's  Headquarters  (Cohlstream)  ,,'    -e  Vendiesse 


Colonel  Serrocold's  HeacUjuarters  (6oth  Rifles)  on  the  Aisne 
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The  next  mesMfe  said, "  Pass  the  word  that  German 
priaoners  are  going  by."  Fait  on  its  heeb,  as  we 
looked  up  the  road  in  anticipation,  came  another 
message,  "  Pass  the  word  back  that  no  rude  remarlcs 
are  to  be  made  as  they  go  by."  How  many  budding 
of  scorn  were  nipped  by  that  last  order ! 

Prisoners  drifted  past,  half  a  hundred  of  them, 
dejected  in  appearance,  but  sturdy  and  well-fed.  They 
looked  little  like  members  of  an  army  that  had  been 
pressed  so  hard  in  retreat  as  had  Von  Kluck's.  At 
ten  o'clock  we  ran  up  a  cross-road,  a  mere  lane,  to 
Moulins,  and  climbed  the  steep  hill  to  Paissy,  a 
noountain  village.  Its  cave  dwellings  and  its  one 
roadw^  nestling  in  the  shelter  of  the  high  cliff  side 
were  mil  of  picturesque  Algerians  and  Zouaves. 
Leaving  the  car  we  walked  to  the  top  of  the  cliff, 
and  were  afforded  a  wonderful  view.  English  cavalry 
of  another  Brigade  galloped  by  on  the  skyline.  We 
could  see  but  few  troops,  but  the  General  explained 
that  in  front  of  us  some  of  the  ist  Corps  infantry  were 
getting  into  touch  with  our  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade.  As 
we  st<x)d  at  the  top  of  the  ridge  it  was  most  inspiring 
to  feel  that  one  of  the  greatest  battles  of  the  world's 
history  was  in  progress  in  front  of  us.  No  one  was  at 
so  good  a  point  of  vantage  aa  we  were  to  witness  it. 
Yet  we  could  see  but  little  of  it  If  our  First  Army 
and  d'Esperey's  French  troops  on  our  right  could 
succeed  in  forcing  a  way  through  the  German  line, 
and  drive  a  wedge  separating  the  seven  Corps  in  front 
of  us,  a  great  victory  might  result.  French  motor  cars 
filled  with  es^r  cheers  had  been  {wshing  about  all 
morning  in  search  of  oar  Divisional  generals.  Events 
seemed  to  be  marching  rapidly  towvds  the  consum- 
mation of  our  desires. 

Once  let  us  break  throi^h  and  pivot  the  line  on 
our  left,  swinging  our  right  up  the  road  to  Laon,  great 
things  might  be  expected.  Our  antic^tion  of  success 
in  this  twge   battk  for  position  between  armies  of 
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somewhat  equal  numbers,  and  our  enjoyment  of  the 
magnificent  view  of  the  high  hills  and  deep  valleys, 
were  interrupted  by  the  continual  searching  in  mir 
vicinity  of  the  German  high-explosive  shelb.  Their 
increasing  frequency  made  me  wish  to  cut  short  our 
visit  to  Paissy,  in  spite  of  the  vanti^  afforded,  for 
the  longer  we  stayed  the  closer  they  came.  Running 
down  the  hill  and  to  Moulins,  I  turned  up  a  cross-road 
when  die  engine  of  the  car  began  to  miss  fire,  and 
finally  stopped  Of  all  the  positions  in  which  I  had 
been  during  the  morning,  that  was  the  most  awkward 
in  whidi  to  r^>air  a  balky  car.  A  batteiy  was  stationed 
forty  yards  distHit  in  a  field.  It  was  firing  steadity, 
and  the  German  guns  were  returning  the  compliment 
with  equal  persistency. 

I  detached  the  pipe  leading  to  the  carburettor,  and 
blew  out  the  petrol  line  with  the  aid  of  the  tyre  pump. 
To  hurry  the  operation  was  impossible.  A  couple  of 
shells  drc^ped  in  the  field  at  my  side,  and  made  me 
bungle  the  work.  The  banging  of  our  guns,  the  smash 
of  ^  German  high-explosive  shells  near-by,  the  rattle 
of  the  rapid-firers  and  the  roll  of  the  rifles  all  round 
us  as  the  g^reat  fight  drifted  to  the  left,  made  the  air 
seem  charged  with  electricity.  I  steadied  myself,  made 
a  careful  examination  of  the  petrol  line,  and  at  last 
got  it  cleared.  The  General  had  walked  on.  I  lost 
no  time  in  leaving  that  unpleasant  position.  Passing 
over  the  same  road  a  few  days  later,  I  marvelled  to  see 
the  holes  on  either  side  and  on  the  edge  of  it,  where 
hundreds  of  German  shells  had  fallen  that  morning 

We  returned  to  our  wayside  headquarters  and  made 
a  good  lunch  of  bully  beef  and  bread  and  butter. 
General  Bulfin's  and  Brigade  had  been  held  up  at 
the  sugar  mill,  and  the  North  Lancashires  had  been 
sent  up  through  Vendresse  in  support.  The  4th 
Guards  Brigade,  advancing  in  front  of  Chavonne  and 
Soupir,  with  Ostel  as  their  objective,  had  experienced 
wicked  fighting,  but  Kached  the  Ostel  ri(^e.     The 
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itn^le  for  the  sugar  factory  and  the  Chemin  des 
Dames  position  was  still  proceeding.  Our  troops  that 
had  passed  Paiss^  had  not  yet  reached  the  Chemin  des 
Dames  on  their  side.  The  Moroccan  troops,  on  the  right 
of  the  British  line,  had  not  brought  their  line  far  forward. 

We  received  a  report  that  the  French  had  Uken 
Craonne,  further  to  the  right.  We  were  destined  to 
feceive  numerous  reports  to  that  effect  within  the  next 
few  days. 

That  lunch  was  the  first  meal  I  had  eaten  to  the 
sound  of  heavy  artillery  fire  in  close  proximity.  I 
have  breakfasted  in  a  boiler  factory,  and  dined  to  the 
accompaniment  of  an  equatorial  thunderstorm.  That 
hmcheon  had  elements  of  both.  I  went  with  General 
de  Lisle  to  Major-General  Lomax's  headquarters  and 
heard  our  batteries  sent  up  the  hill  to  assist  the  attack 
on  our  left  front.  I  was  sent  to  move  back  our  trans- 
port, as  the  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  had  been  ordered  to 
the  left  The  counter-attack  of  the  Germans  to  the 
west  of  the  4th  Guards  Brigade  had  threatened  to 
drive  back  the  3rd  Division,  who  were  in  front  of 
Vailly.  A  staff  officer  told  me  that  the  3rd  Division 
had  been  unable  to  reach  Aizy,  and  that  the  enemy 
counter-attack  in  that  quarter  might  turn  our  left  flank. 

After  I  had  delivered  my  message  to  our  transport 
I  waited  at  a  fork  in  the  road,  watching  300  German 
prisoners,  including  four  c^Rcers.  Nearly  double  this 
number  of  prisoners  were  taken  that  morning.  The 
300  gathered  at  that  point  had  been  captured  in  the 
trenches  above  Troyon  by  the  Sussex  Battalion,  in  a 
direct  chaise,  in  which  Lieutenant-Colonel  Montresor, 
of  that  r^ment,  was  killed. 

By  noon  the  German  counter-attack  in  front  of 
Chivy,  north  of  Vemeuil,  developed  strongly.  Half 
an  hour  later,  the  fight  still  drifting  westward,  the  2nd 
Cavalry  Brigade  left  the  road  to  mount  the  hill  toward 
Vemeuil,  winding  up  the  steep  ascent  in  column  01 
twos.    Squadron  after  squadron  and  r^ment  after 
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regiment  disi^ppeared  in  the  undergrowth  at  the  top 
cf  the  rise.    A  lame  horse  left  behind  refused  to  be 
abandoned,  and  hobbled  along  in  the  rear  of  hit 
regiment  in  pathetic  testimony  to  his  willingness  to  go 
with  the  others,  no  matter  where  they  were  bound. 
The  rain  ceased  and  the  sky  cleared,  a  fresh  wind 
roringtng  up  to  dry  the  muddy  road.    I  walked  up 
the  slope,  and,  gaining  a  good  point  of  observation, 
lav  and  watched  the  artillery  duel  on  the  far  hillside. 
Clouds  of  black  smoke  and  white  bursts  of  shn^mel 
against  the  varying  green  of  the  thick  folii^  made  a 
fascinating  picture.    A  despatch  rider  showed  me  a 
meaoage  from  General  de  Lisle  to  General  Loroax 
stating  that  I  Battery  was  in  actk>n  one  mile  north- 
west pf  Bourg,  that  the  shelly  Germans  were  running 
from  their  trenches,  and  that  our  ist  Division  troops 
could  be  seen  advancing.     Red  Cross   attendants, 
doctors  and  ammunition  supply  passed  frequently. 
At  3.45  I  ran  to  General  Lomax's  headquarters  to 
enquire  which  road  I  should  take  to  rejoin  General  de 
Lisle.    I  was  told  to  go  to  Vemeuil,  and  there  ask  for 
information.    Returning  to  Bourg,  which  I  found  full 
of  1st  Division  wounded,  I  passed  on  to  Vemeuil,  the 
streets  of  which  were  littered  with  dead  horses  and 
men.    I  counted  thirty-five  dead  horses  from  where  I 
stopped.    I  was  told  General  de  Lble  was  further  to 
the  right,  but  the  shell-fire  was  so  continuous  over  the 
road  that  I  returned  to  a  point  near  Bourg.     Hi|^ 
explosive  shells  fell  before  me,  behind  me,  and  on  both 
sides  of  me,  as  I  made  the  return  journey.    At  times 
I  ran  through  clouds  of  black  smoke  from  the  l^ 
howitzer  shells.    In  front  of  Bourg  a  battery  of  our 
60-pounders  was  in  action,  and  I  stofmed  by  them 
some  little  time.    Fifteen  empty  ambuumces  passed 
en  route  for  Vemeuil,  and  shortly  afterwards  another 
dozen  followed.     One  of  the  hospital  men  told  me 
three  hundred  of  our  wounded  were  in  the  town. 
A  German  aeroplane  hovered  over  a  batteiy  c^  our 
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gum  to  the  left  of  Vemeuil  for  «  moment  Immediately 
afterwards  a  very  tornado  of  the  enemy's  shells  were 
hurled  at  the  battery.  We  expected  to  see  it  jHtt  out 
of  action,  but,  to  our  surprise,  it  continued  firing. 

Seeing  the  cavalry  movine  west  across  country,  I 
drove  to  Soupir,  and  from  there  to  Chavonne.  On 
readking  Chavonne  I  found  that  the  General  had  gone 
up  the  steep  road  to  the  heights  north  (^  the  town, 
where  the  Coldstreams  and  the  Guards  had  entrenched 
themselves  on  the  crest  Shells  were  dropping  with 
monotonous  r^^laritv  between  Chavonne  and  ^upir. 

At  lunch  we  had  discussed  the  desirability  of 
annexing  something  in  the  nature  of  drinkables. 
Lieutenant  Rex  Benson,  of  the  9th  Lancers,  told  me 
that  in  the  quaint  hill  town  of  Pargnan,  not  far  from 
Oeuilly,  I  would  find  a  woman  at  a  tiny  hotel,  frrnn 
whom  I  might  obtain  a  bottle  or  two  of  wine.  I  left 
word  that  I  would  return  before  dark,  and  drove 
hurriedly  to  Oeuilly  and  up  the  winding  ascent  to 
Paignan.  The  proprietress  of  the  hotel  was  most 
hospitable.  She  could  let  me  have  two  bottles  of  wine 
at  one  franc  each,  she  said.  The  production  of  a 
twenty-franc  note  and  a  request  for  a  good  supply  led 
to  a  journey  with  Madame,  an  old  retainer,  an 
emaciated  youth  and  a  pair  of  infants.  Down  the 
cellar  stairs  we  went,  moved  a  pile  of  large  empty 
casks  from  a  further  comer,  then  down  a  black  hole, 
stooping  low  and  stumbling  against  each  other 
in  the  darkness.  At  the  end  of  the  passage  a 
candle  showed  we  were  in  a  good  sized  cave  in 
the  hill«de,  with  low  ceiling  of  damp  rock  and  floor 
of  soft  sand.  A  walk  into  the  further  blackness, 
and  the  boy  was  told  to  dig.  The  woman  had  buried 
her  wine  to  keep  it  away  from  the  Germans.  Dig  the 
lad  did  most  valiantly  for  some  time,  but  in  vain.  One 
of  the  toddlers  was  despatched  for  a  larger  shovel 
After  its  arrival,  by  dint  of  our  combined  exertions,  we 
exhumed  four  bottles  of  champagne  and  fourteen  of 
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a  very  passable  red  wine,  which  had  been  buried  four 
feet  befow  the  surface.  My  offer  of  twenty-five  fmacs 
for  the  lot  was  eagerly  accepted. 

I  arrived  at  Soupir  after  dark,  finding  our  head- 
quarters in  a  small  tumbledown  bam  at  the  comer 
of  the  grounds  of  a  chlteau  which  had  belonged  to 
Calmette,  the  editor  of  the  Figaro,  not  long  before 
shot  by  Madame  Caillaux.    General  de  Lisle  ran  to 
the  chateau,  where  we  found  General  Briggs'  head- 
quarters.   After  a  consultation,  we  returned  to  our 
humble  quarters  and  turned  in  ixa  the  night    I  was 
so  tired  I  went  to  sleep  in  the  car.    The  firing  in  front 
of  us  began  vigorously  in  the  early  part  of  the  night 
Another  message  to  Briggs  biecame  necessary.  Captain 
Barrett  wakened  me,  and  asked  me  to  ran  to  General 
Briggs'  headquarters.    There  was  a  strict  oixier  against 
any  car  lights.    The  road  was  in  a  frightfully  slippery 
condition  and  deeply  ditched  on  either  side.     So  it 
seemed  better  poUcy  to  walk.  As  I  had  been  the  only 
one  to  accompany  the  General  on  his  previous  visit, 
Barrett  asked  me  to  act  as  guide.   Cavalry  and  artillery 
filled  the  beautiful  parks.    The  dull  light  of  the  camp 
fires  showed  picturesque  groups  here  and  there  under 
the  trees.    We  were  challenged  several  times.    More 
than  once  the  challenge  was  accompanied  by  the 
ominous  click  of  a  bolt,  always  disconcerting  when 
the  challenging  sentry  is  so  close  to  the  line.    One 
never  knows  just  how  jumpy  sentries  may  be  under 
the  stress  of  circumstances. 

We  found  General  Briggs  seated  on  the  steps  of 
ttie  chateau.  He  explained  the  situation  carefully. 
The  left  of  the  cavalry  was  to  rest  on  the  river,  its 
right  to  be  in  touch  with  the  left  of  the  Guards.  We 
returned  to  our  own  headquarters  by  eleven  o'clock  to 
find  that  the  mess  wagon  had  come  up.  A  slice  erf 
ham  and  a  piece  of  bread  made  a  good  dinner,  and 
I  immediately  afterwards  "tumed  in"  on  a  blanket 
q>read  beside  the  car.    Firing  became  incessant  to- 
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wards  midnight,  but  I  slept  soundly  until  a  sharp  rain 
storm  drove  me  under  shelter.  I  tried  the  floor  of  the 
bam.  The  General  was  sleeping  in  the  manger.  The 
staff  were  spread  about  here  and  there  on  the  earthen 
floor.  I  chose  several  positions  in  turn,  all  of  them 
being  impossible  from  the  standpoint  of  comfort 
Hummocks  and  hollows  of  exasperating  shapes  seemed 
to  protrude  themselves  upon  me  wherever  I  might  lie. 
Withal,  I  spent  one  of  the  most  uncomfortable  nights 
of  the  campaign. 

So  the  day  ended,  with  our  hopes  of  piercing  the 
German  line  sliattered,  and  with  the  dawning  realisa- 
tion that  we  were  facing  a  splendidly  prepared  and 
dangerously  strong  position.  It  began  to  filter  into 
our  minds  that  the  German  retreat  was  over  and  that 
we  had  best  prepare  ourselves  for  fierce  counter-attacks 
to  hold  the  lines  we  had  gained.  We  were  well  across 
the  Aisne.  We  heard  that  Maunouty  at  Vic  had 
done  well  and  was  not  unsuccessful  at  Soissons.  Our 
3rd  Corps  were  reported  to  have  a  strong  position 
in  the  direction  of  Chivres  and  Vrigny.  Tlie  3rd 
Division  was  still  in  Vailly.  Our  Chavonne-Soupir 
line  leading  away  north  of  Vemeuil  and  on  to  Troyon, 
thence  to  a  point  north  of  Pais^  had  been  maintaimd, 
if  not  advsmced  materially.  Good  news  came  from 
the  French  in  front  of  Craonne,  and  again  we  heaid 
they  had  taken  that  town,  although  subsequent  reports 
invariably  came  after  news  of  Craonne's  capture  to  tell 
us  that  the  Germans  still  held  it 

Promise  of  a  hard  fight  to  maintain  our  positicHis 
was  sure  on  the  morrow.  Sleep  was  of  inestimable 
value,  so  we  slept  as  best  we  could. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Typed  reports  from  G.H.Q.  began  to  bear  univenal 
interest  about  this  time.  One  that  reached  us  during 
our  first  days  on  the  Aisne  collected  evidences  of 
German  discomfiture,  due  to  the  pressure  we  had  given 
their  hurried  retreat  Enemy  shelb  were  thrown  into 
the  Vesle  at  Braisnes.  We  captured  German  cavaby 
orders  crying  for  aid  to  their  mfantiy,  admitting  that 
their  horses  were  worn  out  artd  the  roads  so  ccmgested 
they  could  not  get  their  transport  away.  Swne  half- 
starved  Huns  were  taken  prisoners,  and  others  found 
who  were  nearly  dead  of  fatigue  and  exhaustion. 
Diaries  from  the  bodies  of  enemy  dead  testified  to  the 
horror  of  our  omtinual  shrapnel  fire.    A  bomb  that 

2m?  f^^^  "JT*?  ^■oPPed  on  a  party  of  Uhlans 
killed  fifteen  of  their  number. 
We  called  these  reports  the  "  Cheer-up  JoumaL" 
The  Chavonne-Soupir  ridge  was  definitely  ours  by 
dawn  on  Tuesday,  the  15th.  EarUest  light  was  the 
sigi»l  for  the  enemy  to  commence  shelling  our  hard- 
won  positions.  A  blue-grey  smoke  pall  hung  over  the 
woods  on  the  crest  in  front  of  us  all  the  morning.  The 
air  was  rent  with  the  sound  of  continuous  battle,  in 
wWch  all  arms,  from  rifles  to  big  howitzers,  played 

No  morning  ablutions  these  days.  We  were  an 
unwashed,  unshaven  lot 

German  gun-fire  meant  business  on  the  Aisne 
Shrapnel  was  hurled  at  the  hill-tops  by  scores.  I 
went  some  time  watching  the  shell-bursts  twenty  to 
thirty  at  once.  Salvoes  of  sixes  and  dozens  burst 
together  m  the  tree-tops.  Thick  ckwds  of  greenish- 
yellow  massed  and  drifted  in  the  dear  light    The 

140 


A  cave  Headquarters  above  the  Parynan 


General  FitzClarence's  cave  Headquarters  (i8th  Brigade)  on  the  Aisne 


>  II 


MONS  TO  YPRES. 

etr^  son,  fiehting  through  hazy  clouds,  painted  the 
floating  smoke-balls  a  pale  heliotrope. 

The  General  took  me  to  Soupir,  and  up  the  steep 
mountain  road  toward  the  trenches.  Our  sheila 
screamed  over  our  heads,  and  enemy  shells  as  well, 
the  latter  bursting  in  all  directions,  in  front  of  us. 
behind  us,  on  eveiy  side.  As  the  load  changed  to  a 
mwe  teack,  de  lisle  left  the  car  and  proceeded  on 
lu  :  A  ^^^^^  Tommy  sauntering  past  volunteered 
tne  information  that  the  wood  near  by  was  full  of  dead 
Gennans.  In  a  cottage  beside  me  was  a  dressing- 
station— a  sad  sight.  Worn-out  men,  bandaged,  were 
sitting  about  it,  heads  drooping,  broken,  weaiy,  many 
m  awfiil  pam,  yet  not  a  word  of  complaint  Cold- 
streams,  Irish  Guards,  and  Connaught  Rangers  were 
amoi^  the  wounded.  The  Irish  Guards  suffered 
heavity  in  taking  tiie  woods.  Four  of  tiieir  captains 
were  kiUed,  one  wounded,  and  a  subaltern  wounded  as 
weU.  Lord  Arthur  Guernsey  and  Lord  Artiiur  Hay 
were  among  their  dead. 

Soineone  had  noted  a  couple  of  officers  shot  from 
beiund.  One  of  the  wounds  was  in  the  back  of  the 
neck,  the  bullet  ranging  down  the  spine.  A  seareh 
rerolted  in  tiie  discovery  of  German  shaitMhooters 
hidden  m  tiie  tiiick  foliage  of  tree-tops  in  tiie  rear. 

One  of  our  gallant  oflRcers  stooped  to  give  a  wounded 
Prussian  offfcer  a  drink.  The  shattered  German  looked 
up,  recognised  tiiat  tiie  would-be  Samaritan  was  one 
of  the  hated  enemy,  and  shot  him  dead. 

A  group  of  Germans  in  the  wood  surrendered,  waving 
a  couple  of  white  flags  in  token  of  tiieir  submission. 
As  our  men  ran  out  to  take  tiieir  arms,  anotiier  enemy 
detadmient,  coming  suddenly  upon  the  scene,  opened 
on  Mend  and  foe  aUke,  and  mowed  down  scores. 

Returning  to  our  bam  near  the  Calmette  Chlteau,  we 
were  stunned  by  tiie  shock  of  two  big  howitzer  shells, 
one  fair  on  the  roadway  beyond  us  and  the  otiier 
close  beside  it    Pushing  on,  we  found  one  of  the  two 

141 


WITH   FRENCH. 


had  killed  nine  batteiy  horses  and  five  men,  woundii^ 
fourteen  of  their  comrades.  One  horse  had  fallen  across 
the  road,  and  had  to  be  moved  to  allow  our  passage. 

Before  we  left  the  vicinity  of  that  chateau,  Black 
Marias  and  dead  horses  became  so  common  as  to  fail 
to  excite  rettark. 

After  a  run  to  General  Allenb/s  headquarters,  we 
again  climbed  the  Soupir  ric^e.  The  cottage  that  had 
been  a  dressing  station  a  couple  of  hours  before  had 
been  found  to  be  too  directly  in  the  line  of  fire,  and 
the  wounded  had  been  moved  to  some  point  below. 
As  we  went  past,  shelb  were  bursting  close  to  us, 
several  landing  less  than  onf  hundred  yards  distant 
Down  the  road  trickled  a  procession  of  wounded,  an 
unusual  percentage  of  them  hit  in  the  face  and  head. 

A  pathetic  little  sight  came  under  my  »re  as  a 
quartette  of  shattered  soldiers — two  British  Tommies 
and  two  Germans — walking  abreast  and  evidently 
communicating  with  each  other  with  diflficulty,  came 
to  a  halt,  lliey  turned,  each  German  extending  a 
hand,  and  each  Tommy  grasping  it  After  a  moment's 
handclasp,  they  plodded  their  bandaged  way,  one 
limping  badly.    Stretcher  parties  were  numerous. 

A  message  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Monro, 
commanding  the  2nd  Division,  took  me  from  Soupir  to 
Moussy-sur-AJsne.  Dozens  of  dead  horses  lined  the 
road  and  the  town  was  full  of  them.  Moussy  proved 
a  veritable  shambles.  Blood  had  been  spattered  every- 
where. General  Monro's  headquarters  were  beside  a 
haystack  outside  the  town. 

Before  noon,  while  I  was  resting  on  the  Chavonne 
road,  Major  Hugh  Dawnay  and  Westminster  drove 
up,  asking  for  tlK  Guards  Brigade.  As  they  left  for 
^upir,  four  high-explosive  devils  lit  a  couple  of 
hundred  yards  away  with  a  crash.  Then  four  more, 
only  little  beyond  us.  Westminster  and  Dawnay 
returned  a  few  minutes  later. 

*' Pretty  hot  in  Chavonne,  isn't  it?"  said  one  of 
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thorn.  "  Two  shells  lit  in  the  trees  just  above  our  heads 
at  we  started  back." 

The  sky-Une  was  white  with  shrapnel.  Someone 
joked  about  a  recent  G.H.Q.  report  that  told  of  a 
shortage  of  German  ammunition.  It  seemed  the 
enemy  must  stop  searching  in  our  vicinity  for  batteries 
or  the  General  must  move  headquarters,  at  least,  if  he 
wished  to  have  any  Staff  left  to  him.  But  close  as  the 
shells  came  not  one  of  us  was  hit  We  even  became 
in  a  measure  accustomed  to  them  as  the  day  wore  on. 
I  lay  in  a  ditch  and  took  snapshots  of  the  bursting 
shells  above  me. 

After  lunch  I  strolled  past  the  imposing  gates  of 
the  Calmette  Chateau  and  through  the  beautiful 
grounds.  A  fairy  lake,  covered  with  pond  lilies  and 
hned  with  a  rare  rockery,  was  tucked  away  in  a  bower  of 
tre«.    The  clear,  cool  water  provided  a  refreshing  bath. 

At  General  Haig's  headquarters  in  Bourg,  later  in 
the  day,  Hugh  Dawnay  outlined  the  strategic  situation 
to  me  most  lucidly.  He  gave  me  a  simple  explanation 
of  Von  Kluck  s  plans  and  the  state  of  affairs  generally. 
I  jotted  it  down  and  retailed  it  to  more  than  one 
mterested  listener  during  the  next  week.  No  one 
would  imagine  how  little  regimental  officers,  or  Brigade 
commanders,  for  that  matter,  knew  of  the  broad  plan 
of  o^rations  at  that  time.  The  f.<ct  that  the  line  of 
the  French  5th  Army  on  our  left  stretched  from 
Noyon  to  Soissons  was  news  to  us.  To  the  east  the 
French  held  from  our  British  right  at  Paissy  to 
Rheims,  thence  to  St.  Menehould,  and  on  to  Verdun 
and  beyond.  Dawnay  gave  me  my  first  definite  news 
of  Foch  s  great  victory  on  the  advance  north,  when 
toe  enemy  left  9,000  dead  on  one  battle-field.  "  The 
French,"  Mid  Dawnay,  "ever  thorough  in  all  matters 
of  scientific  detail,  have  made  post-mortems  on  dead 
German  soldiers.  The  data  thus  obtained  confirms 
the  report  of  the  Intelligence  Department  that  the 
invaders  are  subsisting  off  the  country." 
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Our  night  stop  wu  OeuiUv,  and  for  tlie  second  tioM 
we  were  sheltered  in  the  nvished  chAteau. 

Rain  set  in— the  sort  of  rain  that  soaks  into  one's 
mfstem— and  by  the  time  we  reached  Oeuilly  we  wera 
tnoroiwhly  wet 

Wednesday  bade  fair  to  be  one  cmtinual  driule. 
Our  brigade  was  ordered  into  the  trenches  on  the 
Chavonne  ridge.  I  ran  the  car  to  the  very  top.  As 
tile  road  wound  above  the  village  the  ascent  became 
quite  steep.  The  valley  of  the  Aisne  stretched  away 
in  ponoran.a  below.  Cave  dwellings  lined  the  way  at 
frequent  intervals.  The  inevitable  convoy  of  stretoert 
met  us  as  we  mounted  upward,  many  of  the  wounded 
Dale  and  drawn  from  hours  df  suffering  while  waiting 
tor  daylight  to  permit  their  being  moved  The  pa£ 
was  in  no  condition  for  night  traffic  At  the  top  of 
tiic  hill  were  our  trenches,  and  those  of  the  enemy  in 
fdain  view  a  few  hundred  yards  in  front  of  us. 

The  4th  D.  G.'s,  9th  Lancers  and  i8th  Hussars  spent 
die  morning  "taking  over"  from  the  Queen's  Bays, 
5th  D.  G.V  and  nth  Hussars.  As  the  men  came 
out  of  the  trenches  they  looked  tired  and  worn  but 
qdendidly  fit 

Brk;ade  headquarters  were  located  in  a  house  on 
the  hw,  a  poor  place,  but  affording  shelter. 

Just  after  noon  we  sat  down  to  lunch.  Hardly  had 
we  done  so  when  word  came  that  the  enemy  was 
advancing  all  along  the  line.  At  the  same  moment 
news  reached  us  that  the  German  shells  had  rendered 
Bourg  uninhabitable,  and  Haig  had  found  it  advisable 
to  move  his  headquarters. 

Increasing  shrapnel  fire  in  front  made  the  echoes 
resound.  We  were  off  through  Chavonne  and  up  the 
road  that  led  to  the  trenches.  A  Battalion  (^  Jocks 
had  made  a  wall  of  good-sized  stones  which  baned 
the  way.  A  few  moments'  work  by  a  score  of  them 
cleared  a  path.  While  we  were  waiting  shells  bunt 
near,  and  hot  bits  of  shrapnel  fell  in  the  car.    On 

144 


MONS  TO  YPREo. 

cUmbed  A«  we  pused  a  cottage  a  shell  hit  It  and 
tiles  tbowered  down  in  armfuls,  some  of  them  rattUnv 
agaimt  the  metal  panels  of  the  car.  Horse  ambulances 
had  found  their  way  up  and  down  from  the  valley  to 
the  crest  during  the  morning,  and  had  made  the  road  so 
slippery  that  de  Lisle  left  the  car  in  the  shelter  of  a  bank 
and  trudged  on  afoot.  The  and  Life  Guards  came  ud 
and  occupied  the  shallow  straw-filled  reserve  trenchoi 
beside  me.    Our  guns  took  a  hand  with  increasing 

[HT  -,  ^*"  1°  "*'®  ****  *o""«*  of  owf  own  shells  on 
thdr  flight  overhead— a  song  I  was  to  learn  one  day 
to  k>ve. 

An  hour  passed.  The  General  came  down  from  the 
line  and  told  me  our  batteries  had  smashed  the  enemy 
attack  m  splendid  style.  ^ 

I  took  Hamilton-Grace  to  Haig  to  report.  As  we 
left  our  head<juarters  a  shell  struck  it,  but  only  tore  off 
a  bit  of  roof  and  hurt  no  one.  Before  we  had  eone 
one  humbed  yards  a  big  black  chap  smashed  a  tm  in 
the  road  in  front  of  us.  Soon  after  we  passed  another 
one  fell  in  almost  the  same  place.  '•  Close  work,"  said 
Grace  with  a  laugh. 

Beside  the  wall  of  the  Calmette  ChAteau  we  sped, 
mindful  that  we  were  traversing  an  unhealthy  k)cality 
The  itt  Brigade  were  along  the  roadw-y,  the  nth 
Hussars  at  the  further  end  of  the  wall.  A  German 
aeroplane  was  overhead.  As  he  watched  it  Grace  saw 
ft  drop  a  glistening  signal.  I  was  compelled  to  slow 
down,  the  road  at  that  point  being  full  of  cavaliy  hones 
and  ammuniUon  waggons.  The  ditch  was  lined  with 
r«rting  troopers.  RumphI  Umph!  A  Black  Maria 
fell  ckne  on  our  left,  its  sinister  pall  of  smoke  driftine 
ahnost  on  to  us.  «  Get  on.  old  chap,"  said  Grace.  1 
KOt  Down  went  my  foot  on  the  accelerator  pedal 
fne  car  leaped  forward.  I  narrowly  missed  a  horse 
and  swung  away  at  full  speed  Crash  I  went  a  shell 
wba«  we  had  been  a  second  or  two  before.  It  seemed 
as  if  fear  lent  the  old  car  wings.    Grace  looked  back 
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and  remarked,  "  If  I'm  not  mistaken  that  one  hit  some 
of  the  fellows  we  came  past  a  moment  ago." 

Not  long  after,  having  bumped  over  the  pontoon 
bridge  at  Bourg  and  back  again  we  returned  over  the 
road  past  the  chdteau. 

As  we  drew  near,  a  wounded  black  mare,  her  side 
covered  with  mud,  galloped  madly  past.  A  scared 
group  of  transport  drivers  were  huddled  behind  a 
stone  cairn  by  the  roadside.  We  came  to  a  pile  of 
accoutrements,  then  a  dead  horse  in  the  road.  Reach- 
ing the  wall  we  found  the  ditch  piled  full  of  dead 
horses  and  men.  Two  dismembered  horses  lay  in  the 
way,  other  dead  horses  were  piled  in  the  field,  and 
stretcher  bearers  were  picking  up  still  forms  in  khaki 
from  under  the  trees. 

Fifteen  horses  and  a  dozen  men  was  the  toll  taken 
by  that  shell.  It  burst  just  by  the  roadside  two  or 
three  seconds  after  we  had  sped  past. 

I  was  kept  busy,  up  the  hill  and  down  again  time 
after  time,  till  late  in  the  evening.  Cold  bully  beef 
was  thepiice  de  resistance  of  our  dinner  that  night,  a 
dish  of  which  I  think  I  could  never  tire. 

For  the  next  two  days  we  "hung  on"  in  the 
trenches  on  the  ridge.  Most  of  the  time  we  were 
under  shell-fire.  The  weather  was  damp  and  cold, 
the  rain  making  the  trench-life  miserable  enough. 
The  cavalry  had  seen  the  last  of  open  mounted 
fighting.  An  officer  of  the  i8th  Hussars  made  an 
interesting  reconnaissance  with  a  squad  of  men, 
crawling  close  to  the  German  trenches.  Captain 
Kirkwood,  of  the  4th  D.G.'s,  did  a  "stalk"  on  the 
following  night,  returning  with  useful  information  as 
to  the  enemy's  position.  For  the  most  part  we  could 
see  the  German  lines  in  the  daytime  quite  clearly,  but 
the  night  adventures  put  us  in  close  touch  with  the 
parts  of  their  line  that  lay  out  of  our  sight 

One  or  two  incipient  German  attacks  were  rep<Mted, 
causing  headquarters  to  rush  to  the  trench-line,  but 
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nothing  senous  materialised.  Once  an  officer  sent 
word  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  in  force,  and  he 
could  not  hold  his  position  unless  reinforced.  Upon 
the  antiapated  attack  proving  a  false  alarm  this 
officer  \  as  mterviewed  by  the  chief.  After  this  inter- 
view he  heartily  wished  the  Germans  Aa^come 

A  battery  commander  was  ordered  to  move  his 
guns  to  another  position  and  go  into  action  at  once. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  gun  horses  the  battery  was 
heavily  shelled.    Back  the  horses  were  rushed  under 
cover.    Again  they  were  ordered  up  and  again  the 
Germans  commenced  to  shell  them.    After  a  wait  of 
twenty  minutes  the  horses  were  brought  up  for  the 
third  time,  only  to  be  shelled  and  driven  back  as 
before.    TTus  puzzled  the  gunner  commanding  the 
battery.    Our  troops  held  the  ridge  above  him,  and 
no  enemy  position  was  in  sight  from  the  spot  occupied 
by  the  guns.    A  village  lay  on  the  hillside.    Taking 
a  couple  of  men  he  searched  the  houses,  and  in  a 
cottage  far  up  the  rise  found  a  strapping  chap  in  peasant 
garb  who  proved  to  be  a  German  guardsman.    In  a 
stack  beside  the  hovel  the  spy  had  concealed  himself 
for  days,  lying  at  the  end  of  a  telephone  wire  which  led 
over  the  hill,  past  or  under  our  front  line  and  into  the 
German  trenches.    The  gun  horses  had  been  brought 
up  in  front  of  his  very  eyes.    When  he  gave  the  word 
by  telephone  to  his  own  guns  they  banged  away  until 
he  told  them  the  target  was  withdrawn. 

To  execute  the  spy  and  shift  the  battery  was  but 
a  matter  of  moments.  The  guns  were  moved  not  a 
second  too  soon,  for  before  they  were  far  away  a 
battery  of  German  howitzers  was  turned  on  the  field 
they  had  left,  and  in  a  short  time  had  torn  the  surface 

TK^*'  rents  into  which  one  could  put  a  gun-team. 

The  Germans  did  not  always  have  such  fine  taigets 
for  their  gunners.  One  morning  a  sudden  burst  of 
sun  from  behind  a  bank  of  cloud  found  a  couple  of 
officers  on  the  ridge  just  back  of  a  line  of  trenches, 
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lying  on  the  grass  enjoying  a  respite  from  the  usual 
sodden  weather  and  overcast  skies.  Tc^ether  they 
gazed  on  the  panorama  together.  The  Valley  of  the 
Aisne  was  an  entrancing  sight.  Here  lay  this  town 
and  there  that,  some  smashed  by  shells,  some  practi- 
cally unharmed. 

As  they  looked  down  the  wooded  hillsides  into  the 
lower  land  toward  the  river,  one  of  them  called  out. 
"  Look  I  a  helio'." 

From  under  a  hedge  back  of  Moussy  came  the 
flash,  flash,  flash,  in  regular  intervals.  A  junior  signals 
officer  tried  to  read  the  message.  Once,  he  said,  he 
caught  a  word,  but  for  the  most  part  it  was  Greek  to 
him.  "  Must  be  some  fool  s6rt  of  code,"  he  confessed. 
"  I  never  saw  anything  like  it  before." 

As  they  watched  it,  the  Germans  saw  it,  too. 
Bang  went  a  big  black  Jack  Johnson  not  far  from 
the  spot  Smash!  came  another.  Still  the  flashes 
twinkled  from  the  surrounding  green. 

The  first  two  shells  were  the  forerunners  of  dozens 
that  crashed  through  the  hedge  and  into  the  turf  all 
about  the  tiny  centre  of  light. 

Black  shell-clouds  showed  all  round  that  field  and 
the  next.  Soon  the  sun  crept  behind  a  cloud,  as  if  in- 
tent on  protecting  the  object  of  the  Huns'  iron  wrath. 

Next  morning  a  brief  ten  minutes  of  sun  caused 
eyes  on  the  ridge  to  wander  valleywards  again.  Sure 
enough,  a  couple  of  flashes,  intermittent  and  apparently 
quite  without  coherence,  came  from  the  spot  at  the 
hedgesid" 

Soon  the  enemy  howitzers  played  on  the  vicinity, 
fiercer  than  the  day  before. 

After  the  sun  had  gone  from  sight,  they  kept  up 
their  bombardment  of  the  unfortunate  spot  for  half 
an  hour.  Dozens  of  shells  fell  thereabouts,  then 
scores  on  scores. 

A  signals  officer  on  the  crest,  watching  the  play 
murmured:    "What    idiots  our    heUo*  lot   are   to 
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chotwe  a  spot  in  plain  sight  of  those  Germans  on 
the  far  ridge." 

That  afternoon  a  cavalry  officer  had  a  journey  to 
make  which  took  him  to  General  Monro's  headquarters 
near  Moussy.  His  work  done,  he  continued  a  few 
hundred  yards,  and  sought  the  spot  that  had  suffered 
the  awful  shelling. 

It  was  not  hard  to  find.  The  hedge  was  smashed 
m  places.  A  tall  tree  was  knocked  down  near  by. 
Great  black  holes  were  torn  in  the  green  fields.  On 
one  side  of  the  hedge  lay  a  dead  cow.  No  sign  could 
be  seen  of  the  helio'  party.  This  was  hardly  surprising 
as  for  over  half  an  hour  shells  had  fallen  all  about 
the  flickering  light  until  it  seemed  no  man  could  live 
thereabouts. 

The  staff  officer  strolled  over  to  a  battery  position 
not  far  distant,  and  asked  for  news  of  the  signallers. 
The  gunners  had  wondered  at  the  heavy  shelling  not 
many  hundred  yards  from  their  funk-holes,  but  had 
seen  no  human  beings  near  the  hedge,  before  or  after 
the  bitter  bombardment. 

Nonplussed,  the  officer  walked  back  to  the  devas- 
tated area,  and,  just  as  he  was  leaving,  discovered  the 
cause  of  all  the  trouble. 

There,  caught  on  a  twig  of  the  hedge,  swinging  lazily 
m  the  wind,  was  a  bright-bottomed  empty  sardine 
tin,  thrown  carelessly  aside  by  some  satiated  luncher. 

The  sun,  catching  the  bright  bit  of  moving  tin,  had 
made  of  it  a  tiny  reflector. 

Surely,  never  had  so  insignificant  an  object  or  one 
so  intrinsically  worthless  caused  the  Huns  so  great  an 
expenditure  of  costly  ammunition. 

A  detachment  of  i8th  Hussars  were  bringing  about 
150  led  horses  from  Bourg  to  Chavonne  over  a  road 
that  was  within  telescopic  range  of  the  Huns. 

Two  or  three  Black  Marias  in  the  midst  of  the 
column  made  a  scatterment  thereabouts,  and  for  the 
rest  of  the  afternoon  the  new  mounts  were  careering 
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all  over  the  surrounding  country.  A  few  horses  and 
two  men  were  killed,  and  many  of  the  horses  slightly 
wounded.  All  but  eight  were  recovered  by  nightfall. 
The  same  day  the  German  look-outs  must  have 
taken  a  herd  ot  a  couple  of  dozen  cows  for  some  of 
our  horses.  A  battery  of  howitzers  opened  on  the 
inoffensive  cattle,  driving  them  from  one  comer  of  a 
lai^e  field  to  another.  For  quite  half  an  hour  the 
enemy  gur  -  ounded  away  at  the  herd.  It  seemed 
odd  that  su.y  >(  the  poor  beasts  were  left  alive,  but 
only  five  were  killed— in  spite  of  the  tons  of  metal 
embedded  in  their  pasture  by  the  Bosche  gunners. 

The  effective  strength  of  most  of  the  commands  on 
the  Aisne  was  low.  That  of  the  2nd  Cavalry  Biigade 
was  but  fifty  per  cent,  of  its  full  complement  The 
Brigade  had,  since  leaving  England,  lost  twenty-five 
killed,  120  wounded,  and  220  missing — some  365 
casualties  all  told  —  over  one-third  of  its  original 
strength. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the   i8th,  unable  to 

catch  forty  winks  owing  to  the  banging  of  a  dozen 

i8-pounders  just  below  our  house.  :    Lisle  gave  me 

permission  to  walk  up  to  the  trej.         and  watch  the 

shelling.     A  short  cut  through  the  woods  was  the 

route  advised.    As  I  got  well  in  among  the  trees  the 

enemy  began  to  shell  them.     No  troops  were  in  the 

wood,  but  every  day  the  Germans  seemed  to  deem  it 

necessary  to  visit  a  certain  amount  of  iron  wrath  upon  it 

The  crashing  and  splintering  of  the  branches,  and 

the  ripping  of  bits  of  shell  through  the  thick  foliage 

overhead,  were  among  the  most  thoroughly  unpleasant 

sounds  I  have  ever  heard.    A  feeling  that  I  might  be 

wounded  and  lie  helpless  in  the  undergrowth,  to  die 

of  starvation  or  thirst  before  being  discovered,  entered 

my  mind,    A  quartette  of  particularly  vociferous  shells 

burst  above,  a  splinter  striking  the  good-sized  tree 

trunk  behind  which  I  was  endeavouring  to  comjMcss 

myself  into  as  small  a  space  as  possible. 
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That  settled  it  No  route  was  too  far  round  if  it 
obviated  the  necessity  of  traversing  that  dreadful 
wood  I  incontinently  fled  downhill,  and  after  a  long 
detour  reached  the  crest  by  the  main  path  up  the  slope. 
A  natural  tunnel  ran  through  the  rock  at  the  summit 
Twenty  to  thirty  feet  from  its  outer  end  were  our 
trenches.  The  Coldstreams  were  in  occupation,  "  well 
di^  in,"  and  quite  happy.  In  front,  the  ground  sloped 
away  for  a  thousand  yards,  then  dipped  gently.  A 
further  slope  was  not  so  far  distant,  bui  that  I  could 
see  German  reserves  coming  over  it  toward  the  enemy 
trench-line  that  faced  us. 

At  the  time  I  arrived,  the  German  gunners  were 
shelling  our  trenches  icx)  to  300  yards  to  the  right  of 
the  tunnel's  mouth.  One  or  two  landed,  now  and 
again  so  close  as  seventy  or  eighty  yards  from  me. 
Most  of  the  shells  hit  the  ground  a  few  hundred  feet 
short  of  our  trenches.  Many  burst  in  the  air  at  close 
range.  Not  a  few  went  over  and  exploded  close  behind. 
The  men  in  the  part  of  the  line  in  which  I  sat  were 
utterly  careless  of  the  bombardment  of  the  bit  of 
trenches  so  close  beside  them.  They  had  an  air  of 
absolute  detachment,  as  if  it  had  nothing  to  do  with 
them.  Comment  and  criticism  followed  each  new 
arrival.  A  few  Tommies  had  mounted  the  trench 
parapet,  and  sat  coolly  in  the  open  as  though  ticket 
holders  and  entitled  to  good  front  seats. 

"  What  if  those  devils  start  on  this  bit  of  trench  ? " 
I  asked  a  captain,  whose  dug-out  I  was  sharing.  "  Oh, 
the  men  would  get  down  quickly  enough  if  the  shelb 
start  this  way,"  was  his  reply. 

The  space  between  the  lines  had  widened.  At  least 
1,300  yards  separated  the  entrenched  armies  on  that 
immediate  front  Now  and  then  a  German  walked 
aaoss  the  skyline,  1400  to  1,500  yards  away.  Both 
sides  were  bqgrinning  to  learn  the  value  of  deep,  well- 
made  trenches,  and  the  comparative  safety  such  shelter 
gave  ffom  shrapnel  fire.     Hundreds  of  shells  burst 
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over  the  crest  and  left  hardly  a  single  casualty  to 
record. 

That  night  I  tried  sleeping  in  the  open ;  but,  as 

usual,  a  nocturnal  rain-storm  came  up  and  drove  me 

to  the  shelter  of  the  hood  of  the  car.    A  bitterly  cold 

night  It  proved  to  be.    A  bad  night  for  the  many  gun 

crews  that  had  to  sleep  on  the  ground  beside  their 

batteries.    The  men  in  the  trenches  had  made  nests 

of  straw  which  were  much  warmer  than  might  have 

been  expected,  though  the  persistent  rain  eventually 

soaked  through  such  make-shift  shelters.    One  gun 

crew  near  me  were  drowned  out  of  their  "  funk-holes," 

and  gathered  round  a  somewhat  discouraged  fire  till 

morning.    At  daybreak  I  met  troopers  from  the  front 

trench-line  who  for  hours  had  been  standing  in  a  foot 

of  water.  ** 

Saturday,  the  19th,  was  a  rest  day  in  which  our 
brigade  retired  to  billets  at  Longueval,  south  of  the 
Aisne,  and  thoroughly  dried  out.  I  ran  to  G.H.Q.  at 
Fire-en-Tardenoise,  where  Ted  Howard,  an  R.AC 
member  driving  the  Provost  Farshal,  had  boasted  a 
comfortable  lodging.  He  was  out  and  his  little  billet 
empty,  so  I  took  possession  and  managed  a  bath  under 
the  water  tap  in  his  kitchen  sink.  A  tedious  process 
and  fraught  with  some  general  saturation  of  the  entire 
culinary  domain,  but  it  served 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Thb  Sunday  was  an  eventful  one  for  me. 

General  de  Lisle  was  up  at  three  o'clock  and  away 
tolf  an  hour  later.  The  Brigade  was  ordered  to 
Faissy.  A  couple  of  squadrons  of  the  i8th  Hussars 
were  to  go  into  the  trenches  close  to  the  firing  line 
while  the  remainder  of  the  command  was  to  act  in 
reserve. 

I  crossed  the  river  on  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Villers, 
the  water  almost  covering  the  boards. 

Paissy  was  built  half  in  and  half  out  of  the  rock  of 
the  hdl  proper.  Some  houses  were  so  constructed  that 
part  of  the  rooms  were  mere  caves  in  the  cliff.  The 
farms  all  boasted  a  cave  in  the  wall  side,  convenient 
for  storage  of  such  rude  property  as  implements  of  toil 
and  carts  or  the  stabling  of  live-stock. 

Wc  arrived  at  five  o'clock.  The  General  left  the 
car  and  went  on  mounted.  On  the  left  the  cliff  ran 
sheer  to  a  point  above  the  highest  building  in  the 
town.  To  the  right  of  the  roadway  the  ground 
dro|^  away  into  a  miniature  crater,  the  bottom  of 
which  was  mapped  with  tiny  squares  of  growing  oops 
of  green  pasture,  low  hedges  marking  their  boundaries, 
rhe  cliff  side  ran  round  the  valley  in  the  form  of  a 
horseshoe.  At  the  far  end  a  steep  wide  path  led  to 
the  summit 

The  Germans  were  firing  regularly,  the  shrapnel 
bursting  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  from  us.  A 
Sussex  supply  column  was  busy  harnessing  its  horses 
in  the  farm  yard  I  chose  for  shelter,  so  I  backed  the 
car  under  the  outside  wall.  The  shrapnel  began 
smging  over  my  head  I  sat  on  the  step  of  thecar 
and  watched  a  robust  French  farmer  try  to  drive  three 
huge  white  oxen  into  the  gate.    Swinging  their  heads 
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tew  as  if  feeling  their  way  with  their  great  branching 
horns,  their  mild  eyes  opened  wide  In  astonishment  at 
the  noise  of  the    arsting  shells. 

A  Sussex  Tommy  begged  a  drop  of  petrol  to  fill  an 
automatic  cigarette  lighter.  Around  the  comer  came 
a  Ime  of  wounded  Algerians,  some  supported  by 
comrades  and  one  swarthy  fellow  carried  by  his 
companions.  They  seemed  to  have  suffered  a  bad 
mauling.  The  dazed  look  of  mute  questioning,  a 
failure  to  understand,  was  on  their  faces.  From  red 
fez  to  blue  putties,  their  uniforms  were  a  riot  of  colour. 
Blue  capes  over  light  blue  jackets  trimmed  in  yellow 
and  red,  once  white  trousers,  unusually  baggy,  with 
here  and  there  a  head  dresstof  odd  hue,  they  presented 
a  variegated  but  woe-begone  appearance.  They 
might  have  been  part  of  a  pageant  which  had  started 
out  gaily  enough  only  to  meet  catastrophe.  Some  of 
them  were  almost  white.  Some  were  quite  black. 
One  was  grinning.  From  another  a  sharp  cry  of  pain 
caused  his  bearers  to  let  him  gently  down  for  a 
moment  in  the  roadway. 

A  loud  explosion  came  so  close  at  hand  that  it 
ripped  the  air  apart.  The  shock  struck  me  like  a  blow 
m  the  face.  Bricks,  stones,  bits  of  d/dris,  and  shrapnel 
fell  m  every  direction.  A  rush  of  fumes  and  smoke 
ame  through  the  gateway  from  a  German  shell  which 
tod  burst  inside.  The  farmer  shot  through  the  air, 
falhng  on  his  back  in  the  roadway  by  me.  After  an 
effort  to  raise  himself,  he  fell  back  with  a  shudder,  and 
lay  twitching  convulsively.  A  couple  of  horses  and 
two  forms  in  khaki  were  piled  together  against  the 
cliff  side.  One  of  the  big  white  oxen  lay  a  few  feet 
away,  his  snowy  side  turning  crimson.  D/6ris  of  all 
sorts  rained  down,  the  heavier  bits  with  a  sharp 
staccato  as  they  struck  the /a?'/ roadway. 

The  impulse  to  leave  the  spot  where  a  shell  has 
fallen  is  overpowering.  I  gained  the  shelter  of  a 
further  wall,  when  a  shell  burst  behind  me  in  the 
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fledng  Algenans.  Numbers  of  them  were  hurled 
aside.  Loud  cnes  told  of  pain  and  terror.  A  gr^t 
black  fellow  came  down  the  hill  screaming  slSilly. 
dashwi  round  the  comer  and  sped  away,  luttSing  an^ 
straining  as  he  rail.    Down  the  road  dime  a  flJh  and 

h,?l«L^  n'^r'i.  ^' aI"*  °y"  ^"^  roadway.  A  shell 
had  toppled  the  big  Algerian  over  in  full  flight 

Under  a  wooden  gate,  torn  from  its  hinges,  I  cuddled 
close  under  the  wall  of  a  house.  Shell  after  sheU 
burst  over  the  roadway.  Huddled  groups  of  Algerians 
still  came  down  the  path.  They  had  no  idea  of  how 
to  seek  cover.    The  wounded  lay  thick  on  all  sides. 

A  tiny  man,  his  ebony  face  distorted  into  a  ghastly 
gnn,  struggled  under  an  enormous  comrade  limp  as  a 
sack  of  meal  Through  that  hell  of  shell-fire  the  little 
Algerian  made  his  way  slowly,  stepping  gingerly  over 
the  dead  and  skirting  shell-holw  wiA  th?  giatwt 
T^'  ul  i^'  ^*  reached  one  of  the  hillside  caves,  and 
deposited  his  load  at  the  feet  of  one  of  our  brigade 
doctors,  who  was  busy  dressing  a  most  heterogeneous 
collection  of  wounded. 

No  sooner  had  the  little  man  got  clear  of  the 
roadway  than  a  shell  burst  over  it.  Involuntarily 
ducking  at  the  force  of  the  explosion,  I  felt  a  sharp 
blow  in  the  nbs.  It  literally  "  knocked  the  wind  out 
of  me_  At  the  moment  I  was  afraid  to  feel  my  side 
apprehensive  of  a  nasty  wound.  A  glance  showed  me 
a  large  bnck  had  struck  me,  hurled  as  though  shied 
from  a  catapult.  My  ribs  were  sore  for  days  after- 
wards. 

I  fled  a  few  yards  further,  keeping  close  to  the  wall 
I  st^.ped  by  Captain  Algy  Court,  of  the  9th  Lancers.' 
Court  was  striding  beside  his  horse  in  such  shelter  as 
the  wall  afforded,  waiting  orders  to  move  his  squadron 
up  the  hill.  We  tried  to  talk  to  each  o£er.  but 
bursting  shells  rendered  conversation  impossible  A 
piece  of  shell  struck  Court's  charger  in  the  chest  The 
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blood  spurted  In  a  stream.    The  captain  led  him  inside 

^  ^V??^-  }  ^o'i*'^-  ^^  ^  «"«  P"t.  the  poor 
animal  fell  backwards  and  all  but  pinned  me  against 
the  diflf  side.  ^ 

An  English  soldier  and  an  Algerian  were  brought 
into  an  adjacent  cave.  A  couple  of  old  peasants 
looked  on  sympathetically  while  our  doctor  dressed 
both  wounds  with  equal  care.  The  doctor  asked  me 
to  accompany  him  to  a  larger  cave,  where  sevemi  of 
our  wounded  were  reported  to  be. 

There  we  found  forty  or  fifhr  cases,  mostly  Algerians. 
Standing  in  the  doorway  of  the  cave,  the  shell-fire 
seemed  louder,  but  I  was  in  comparative  safety.  A 
passing  officer  advised  mi  to  get  my  car  away  if  it 
was  still  runnable.  It  was  covered  with  d/Ms,  but  no 
beams  or  large  pieois  of  wreckage  had  fallen  on  it. 
It  was  by  that  time  but  six  o'clock,  though  it  seemed 
as  if  hours  had  passed.  I  crept  along  the  wall  towards 
the  car,  when  the  noise  of  a  passing  shell  sent  me  back 
to  the  cave  mouth.  A  pale  little  French  soldier,  with 
spare  black  beard,  was  brought  in  wounded  —  a 
splendid,  plucky  little  chap. 

A  high  explosive  terror  burst  in  the  road  in  front  of 
the  gate  of  our  adopted  dressing  station.  Then  for 
twenty  minutes  the  din  of  exploding  shells  was  without 
a  break.  Most  of  them  burst  just  above  the  roadway. 
Now  one  would  light  on  the  crest  above  the  cave 
mouth,  and  shower  mud,  stones,  and  pieces  of  shell 
over  us. 

The  yard  was  full  of  harnessed  teams.  The  effect 
of  the  shell-fire  on  the  horses  was  interesting.  Some 
were  i^thetic;  others  were  nervous  and  jumpy 
most  of  them  took  it  quietly.  ' 

A  woman  came  from  a  house,  leading  a  four-year- 
old  child.  She  was  making  for  the  safe  retreat  of  the 
cave.  The  little  girl  was  wonderingly  interested,  but 
not  in  the  least  afraid.  She  prattled  incessant  questions 
to  her  mother  as  they  hurried  to  shelter. 
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Well  up  the  steep  path  that  led  to  the  crest,  I  could 

direction  from  which  the  enemy's  shells  were  comine 
A  dozen  Algerians  with  their  horses  were  eatheml 
toeie.  I  watch«i  them  as  they  stood  near  the  opening. 
Then  came  a  flash  and  a  red  smudge  right  ovct 
the  cave  mouth.  Black  smoke  poured  out  in  dense 
masses.  A  Black  Maria  had  exploded  inside  the  cave, 
death  "**"  "°'  *  "*  ^^  ****  ^"*"P  escaped  instant 
An  hour  later  a  lull  in  the  shelling  induced  me  to 
walk  forward  and  look  at  the  car.  It  was  intact, 
though  covered  with  still  more  masoniy  and  d/Ms 
A  piece  of  shell  hit  the  road  in  front  of  me,  and  threw 
the  mud  in  a  conical  little  spurt,  whereupon  I  lost  no 
time  in  regaining  the  mouth  of  the  cave. 

TheGeneral  was  in  the  firing  line  somewhere  ahead 
„  ^  ***^"y  o»   i8-pounders  on  the  crest  had  been 

answering  at  times  during  the  morning,  but  had 
been  unable  to  ••  find  "  the  enemy's  howitzera 
T.  U"*  *^*  *  ^""  five  minutes'  lull  in  the  firing 
Its  effect  on  the  artillery  drivers  and  reserves  standing 
near  was  electrical.  The  men  walked  across  the  yard 
and  into  the  road  quite  as  unconcernedly  as  though 
a  truce  had  been  declared.  To  judge  from  their 
demeanour  the  danger  was  over.  A  German  aeroplane 
sailing  high  above  slowly  turned  and  circled  ovw-  us 
German  aeroplanes  spelt  trouble.  We  had  not  long 
to  wait  for  it  to  materialise.  ^ 

Just  as  I  had  planned  to  remove  the  car  the  shell- 

i.,n  ^P^  *f^i"'  *°.'*f '  ^°^  *"°^^«'^  *»a^<"  hour.  In  the 
SL^^'S  J^""^^"*.^  ^"e  the  car  from  under  the 
a^irts  which  covered  it  and  moved  it  to  a  point  of 
greater  Mfety.  Pieces  of  shrapnel  had  left  thdr  mark 
on  Its  sid«  and  made  a  hole  through  one  of  the  mud 
guards.  One  of  the  panels  was  spattered  with  blood. 
In  a  house  selected  for  our  headquarters,  I  found  a 
kitchen  fire,  which  was  most  welcome,  as  a  chill  rain 
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was  falling.    All  forenoon  the  shelling  continued  at 
intervals,  until  my  head  rang  with  it. 

The  line  in  front  of  us  was  held  by  the  newly 
arrived  i8th  Brigade  of  the  6th  Division.  This 
Brigade,  under  General  Congreve,  consisted  of  the 
1st  West  Yorks,  1st  East  Yorks,  2nd  Notts  and 
Derby  and  2nd  Durham  Light  Infantry.  The 
extreme  right  of  the  line  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
West  Yorks,  a  green  regiment  so  far  as  German  tricks 
were  concerned. 

The  Algerians  had  been  driven  from  their  position 
on  the  far  left  of  the  French  line.  Three  trenches  in 
echelon,  facing  north-east,  we  hoped  they  would  hold, 
for  their  retirement  from  those  trenelws  uncovered 
our  right  flank.  As  a  precaution  de  Lisle  ordered 
Colonel  Burnett,  of  the  i8th  Hussars,  to  prepare  and 
occupy  a  couple  of  ti^nches  between  tiie  right  of  tiie 
West  Yorks  and  the  left  of  the  Algerians  to  protect 
any  possible  gap. 

Still  the  fire  rained  on  Paissy.  One  shell  in  the 
roadway  killed  a  lieutenant  and  four  men  of  the  i8th. 
The  roof  of  our  headquarters  house  was  continually 
peppered  with  hot  splinters.  The  Sussex  Battalion 
(1st  Division),  were  in  Paissy.  I  saw  a  message  from 
General  Lomax  to  the  Sussex,  saying  that  Oxc  2nd 
Cavalry  Brigade  were  to  support  the  right  of  the 
West  Yorks  during  the  day,  and  rest  In  Paissy  that 
night,  to  be  on  hand  in  case  the  French  on  the  east  of 
us  were  compelled  to  fall  back.  The  Sussex  were 
"  resting."  I  had  a  good  laugh  with  their  Command- 
ing Officer  at  the  idea  of  "resting"  anjnvhere  near 
Paissy  that  day. 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  West  Yorks  called. 
He  was  very  nervous  about  his  right,  but  de  Lisle 
reassured  him.  Personally  I  thought  tfiere  was 
altc^ether  too  much  talk  of  the  precariousness  of  the 
situation.  Such  a  thing  exists  as  unnecessary 
apprehension. 

«5« 


MONS  TO  YPRES. 

The  General  suggested  a  visit  to  Divisional  head, 
n  W^S"  IS*  ^".'  Vorks  Colonel  SldSpSSd 
^wnty  feet  distant,  and  dirt  and  stones  showered  over 

A  piece  of  another  shell  hit  a  tree  on  f^  coposite 
2.t'i"^V**"P"*^'  burst  over  the  yard  beh,  ?^ow 
.1^1'5^-''*  ',  "^  ^^''^'^  °"*  °'  the  place,  if  on  y  fo?I 
short  time  I    At  General  Allenby's  headiuartew  Z  a 

mil'?£l!t**r/°";^^"  ^'^'^'y*  *  hcavTshTwe^gTve 
me  a  thorough  drenching.     When  the  Vain  ceased  we 

t^lSe«  inH^flT  °^  ?"  '^""^'y  "^""^    The  French 

Standing  at  a  safe  distance,  watching  the  encmv 
shrapnel  over  our  trenches  or  seeing  clifster,  of  S 

LS2;  ^r\  T'  ^'"'•^'^y'  ^'t**  a  Black  M^ia  in 
fitment  mterlude,  wa.s  a  very  different  matter  from 
being  under  the  bursting  shells. 

On  the  way  back  to  our  own  headquarters  we  had 
to  wait  outside  Moulins  until  the  enemy^nSe 
coving  the  road  ahead  of  us.  had  died  doVn^  oS 
of  the  recently-arrived  6o-pounder  batteriesrcleverlv 
co^ed.  was  thundering  ^  we  sped  by  Tt^  Sg^ 

At  headquarters  I  felt  drowsy  and  tried  to  sleen 

st'lbwl'US''^  TheGeUnS^oS; 
^HUn^^  "'"^  ^'  'fgularmtervals,  their  explosions 
ratthng  the  panes  and  jarring  the  very  foundatioT 
The  patter  of  d/dns  on  the  roof,  the  Xarp  sla^o "  a 
b^t  of  shell  or  a  shrapnel  bullet  in  the^.^d  Jhe 
scr^s  and  moans  of  passing  missUes.  put^y*Ser!S 

^Jivc^^.^f  Phipps-Hpmby  rode  out  to  keep 
hLm^n^  ?    *'*"*'^  positions.     The  hammering 
to^Tc     Ik  *lf^"l<^"nS  was  growing  painfully  monS- 
tonous.    The  hopelessness  ofescapefroJnit  was  galline 
Like  a  bolt  from  the  blue  ^e  a  West  Yorifs 
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officer  with  news  tliat  the  Germans  had  once  again 
attacked  the  Zouaves  on  our  right  and  pushed  them 
back,  getting  in  on  the  West  Yorks'  right  flank.  The 
Huns  had  taken  some  of  the  West  Yorks'  trenches, 
and  driven  back  the  line.  Two  companies  of  the 
Yorks  Battalion  had  been  captured.  No  sooner  had 
he  told  his  tale  than  Phipps-Homby  galloped  up. 
General  de  Lisle,  he  said,  was  trying  to  get  a  company 
of  the  Yorks  together,  and  wished  all  available  troops 
sent  up  at  once  to  reinforce  him.  All  was  bustle.  The 
4th  Dragoon  Guards  were  off  instanter,  the  9th  Lancers 
hard  on  their  heels,  with  the  Sussex  not  far  behind. 

A  real  breach  in  the  line  and  Paissy  lost  meant 
serious  business.  The  muddy  roads  and  the  narrow 
pontoon  bridges  over  the  Aisne  would  not  allow  a 
thoufht  of  retirement.  Nothing  remained  but  to 
regain  the  ground  that  had  been  lost. 

I  was  ordered  off  post  haste  to  ist  Division  head- 
quarters, and  then  to  General  AUenby  to  bear  messages 
explaining  what  had  transpired.  Speeding  over  the 
greasy  road  I  soon  reached  General  Lomax,  and  a 
few  moments  later  was  at  ist  Cavalry  Division  head- 
quarters. The  fight  was  in  plain  view.  The  Germans 
were  coming  over  the  brow  of  the  hill.  A  couple  of 
hundred  dismounted  4th  Dragoon  Guards,  the  first 
line  of  the  counter-attack,  under  Major  Tom  Bridges, 
could  be  seen  climbing  the  stubble-covered  hillside, 
dotted  with  still  forms  in  khaki,  and  crowned  by  the 
lost  trench. 

Batteries — French,  British,  and  German — sent  round 
after  round  as  fast  as  the  men  could  serve  the  guns. 

Still  up  the  stubble  crept  the  thin  line.  Bridges'  tall 
form  in  the  lead.  The  support,  eager  to  have  a  hand 
in  the  game,  pressed  on  in  haste,  but  could  not  over- 
take the  invincible  Dragoon  Guards,  who  swept  away 
the  Germans  in  their  vastly  superior  numbers  as  if 
endowed  with  some  superhuman  power. 

They  gave  the  Huns  no  rest.    Pouring  a  deadly 
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and  accurate  fire  into  the  blue-grey  ranks  as  they 
came  on,  Bridges  and  his  200  reached  the  front  trench 
at  last  under  a  very  heavy  canopy  of  whizzing  bullets. 
With  a  wild  cheer,  the  leapt  at  the  Germans,  and 
threw  them  back  from  the  trenches.  The  fierceness 
of  the  onslaught  could  no  more  be  withstood  than  one 
could  stem  a  cyclone. 

The  lost  position  regained,  the  big  major  leaped 
ahead,  and  again  his  men  poured  on  after  him.  The 
enemy  was  not  only  to  lose  what  he  had  won,  but 
more.  Before  the  4th  Dragoon  Guards  stopped,  they 
had  taken  the  Chemin  des  Dames,  three  or  four  hurt- 
dreds  yards  ahead  of  our  original  position.  There  we 
stuck  and  held  on  i^nst  counter-attack  on  counter- 
attack—our  line  to  be  kept  without  losing  an  inch  of 
it  during  assaults  that  for  the  next  few  weeks  were  to 
leave  pile  on  pile  of  German  dead  as  an  earnest  <rf 
their  stubborn  refusal  to  admit  the  ground  for  ever 
k>st. 

A  mlendid  charge  was  that  at  Paissy.  A  triumph 
of  nidividual  leadership  and  splendid  quality  in  a 
handful  of  men.  To  watch  it  made  the  blood  run  hot 
and  &st  To  have  taken  part  in  it  was  worth  a  life- 
time of  mere  (Mrdinary  existence. 

Running  back  through  Pargnan,  the  roads  and  fields 
were  full  of  the  battered  Algerians.  Out  of  6^000  of 
them  only  2,000  were  left  after  five  days'  hard  fighting 
I  was  under  shell-fire  a  number  of  times  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  At  dusk  the  Staff  was  in  the 
road  under  the  brow  of  the  Paissy  hill  when  shells  fell 
closer  than  usual.  Captain  Hamilton-Grace  suggested 
I  should  back  the  car  further  round  a  timi,  under 
shelter  of  the  height  of  ground.  I  was  too  tiied  to 
bother,  but  at  his  second  suggestion  I  backed  for  some 
fifty  feet  to  i^ease  him.  The  moment  I  broi^ht  the 
car  to  rest  in  its  new  position,  a  shell  lit  on  the  spot 
fromwhkfa I  had  meed  it  I  voted  Grace's  foresight 
little  short  of  uncanny. 
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To  cap  the  climax,  the  French  won  back  their 
original  positions  on  the  right,  and  night  closed  with 
the  line  in  better  position  than  dawn  had  found  it 

We  seemed  firmly  installed  in  our  bUlets  in  Longue- 
val.  The  men  were  very  comfortable  in  the  picturesque 
stone-bmlt  village  nestling  low  between  the  steephiU 

A  rJ:i  I^^  '''^^^^  ?^''  ""^'^  exceptionaUy  friendly. 
A  httle  bakery  did  the  trade  of  its  lifetime.  A  dry 
vwm  billet  at  night  makes  a  vast  difference  to  the 
effiaency  of  a  command,  and  for  a  fortnight  the  2nd 
Ca^^ry  Brigade  waxed  fat  in  Longueval,  in  spite  of 
sundry  days  spent  in  the  ever-shelled  Paissy. 

On  Monday,  following  the  Sunday  fight  in  front  of 
tlie  Chemin  des  Dames,  the  Brigade  was  ordered  to 
rest  and  refit.    The  line  was  comparatively  quiet  save 
for  the  inevitable  intermittent  shell-fire.    The  weather 
was  exasperating.    A  flash  of  real  warm  sunshine  at 
times  gave  hope  of  a  change,  but  the  hope  always 
vanished  in  cold,  dispiriting  rain.    General  de  Li5e 
made  a  tour  of  divisional  and  corps  headquarters  that 
put  us  in  accurate  touch  with  the  march  of  events 
At  Braisnes  we  found  General  Gough,  in  command  of 
the  newly  formed  2nd  Cavalry  Division,  consistine 
iLSH'r^^''^-  ^i  5th    Cavaliy  Brigades.      GenenU 
bmith-Dornen  s  headquarters  were  in  a  great  medieval 
chateau  at  Muret,  a  picturesque  spot 

TTie  universal  feeling  was  tha^  the  new  form  of 
warfare,  the  trench  fighting,  might  prove  a  tedk>us 
business.    In  spite  of  the  arrival  from  England  of 

wt^  thu^n"fi***2f!if  °^fo-PO»nde",  the  Germans 
were  able  to  fire  thirty  shells  to  our  one.  Their  pre- 
ponderance  in  machine-guns  was  also  marked  But 
few  days  of  the  trench  war  had  passed  before  the 
machine-gun  had  come  into  its  own.  Officers  who 
had  given  but  little  thought  to  the  intricate  mechanism 
of  the  death-dealing  quick-firers  could  be  heard  cursing 
admi.astrations  of  all  sorts  because  of  the  obvious 
shortage  of  rapid-fire  guns  in  f^t  British  Army. 
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A  well-informed  gunner  gave  the  foUowine  twist  to 

madun.guL«  that  Sr^  ^^nr^SiTu^atriSo^tS? 
War  Ofl^-.  Why  was  nothing  done  ?  Becau^  no 
money  v-a.  forthcoming,  that's^  why  The^^ver 
wouldnt  stand  it.  No%nlimited  Lount  fo^S^v 
expenditure  has  ever  been  available,  ^d  S.iS 
K^.~'*'y*^'T:  R«i«ctionof^yS,„p^ 
^^h^  irT^  °^J^  ordnance,  is  what  i  pSStici^ 

guns,  maeedl    Its  a  wonder  we  have  anv  crunsl" 
Point  of  view  differs,  does  it  not  ?  "^  ^ 

Hard  on  the  heels  of  Monday's  peace  came  Tuesday's 
disquiet  It  was  Paissy  again  foVthe  d^  AiZtl 
to  the  reserve  trenches  and  over  the  ground  of  SunSvs 
battle  was  interesting  until  the  German  m.n™ 
commenced  shelling  that  part  of  theS  A?^ 
fim  quartette  of  shrapnel  iTecam^.  iSiies  ^ 

a£^ut*"t?e1L^r'r'  ?J'^2"^  P^^rty  we«  th^^' 
had  taken^?.^  n't,^^  ^"^?  P^  ^^  *«  action 
bUs  5  dofh^n^i,^'"*'''  note-books,  match-boxes, 
Dits  Of  Clothing,  knives— the  jumble  of  oddmenti^ 
c«ntemed  everythinc  a  soldier  e4r  ca^ed  ^d  m^y 
things  one  would  never  associate  with  Tommy  or  Ws 
German  prototype.  In  a  little  rain-washed  Luy  a 
miniature  case  lay  half-covered  in  the  mud     iS  i? 

T.^'^T?:^  °^  ^  ^^*  of  ability,  a  ovdy  fei 
painted  deftly  on  'wory,  the  sort  of  fi:e  pSinH 
sweetness  of  expression  that  makes  one  wSwhie 
one  has  seen  the  original.  wonaer  wftere 

PaiLy!'*"'*^^**^"   '^"'   "^y  *^  P'*=^«    «fe    « 

thekii^ltof  o?*"^  ^"  "'"^"S  o"  a  rock  under 
t£j  shdSla  nf  i- "?  "^^  ^  "'^^  as  headquarters, 
habit  A^I^^fif'  '°'^"  *^  ^°"^"  *o  ^  a  German 
S„i  r  J.  *u'  I  ^^^^  a  narrow  path  from  the  opposite 
edge  of  which  the  ground  drt,^  away  to  tiie  JS^ 
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below.    Big  shelb  and  little  shells  are  gobg  over  and 
Mwmdme.    Now  and  again  they  eitplodebeliind  my 
back  witii  a  concussion  UuA  is  nerve  racldng.    White 
cJoids  for  shrapnel  and  b^  black  ckwds  for  Jack 
Johnsons  follow  the  e3cpk)sions  in  front  after  the  shriek 
of  the  dielb  in  passing.    Those  wfakfa  strike  near  by 
frequentfy  semi  a  jagged  piece  of  projectile  hurtling 
™roughth«  air  with  a  peculiar  demonkcal  wail  of  its 
own.    The  shells  which  land  behind  jar  the  whole  UlL 
The  house  wall  at  toy  back  trembles  with  the  ex- 
gosion.    When  the  big  black  melinite  ones  land  in 
fifon^  if  they  are  anything  less  than  seventy-five  to  a 
hundred  yards  distant,  I  feel  the  concussion.    If  tbey 
arr  closer,  there  is  a  real  ^ysical  shock  when  they 
mpiode.    Ooirn  the  road,  tree  branches  fiOlen.  great 
Bote  torn  in  the  side  of  the  roadway,  and  a  pUe  of 
"•a  b«^  *"*  evidences  tiiat  yestoday's  sheU-6re 
was  effective.    In  front,  and  a  bit  to  the  right,  haif«- 
dOMn  troopers  are  sorting  out  a  pile  of  rifles  and 
ammunition  which  have  been  brought  back  from  the 
scene  of  the  battle. 

**  11.50  a.m.  Four  came  ctose  all  at  once.  Conkl 
•knost  fed  one  of  them.  It  seemed  just  overhead. 
Malor  Fnier  has  called,  and  with  Capteb  Hamthon- 
Grace  has  climbed  a  winding  path  whkfa  leada  to 
an  okl  stone  church  on  the  top  of  the  hilL  The 
^ower  of  this  church  is  an  artUtory  observatkm  post, 
and  the  boys  have  gone  up  to  have  a  k)ok. 
I  "  '^5-  Fairctough  asked  if  I  would  like  to  go  up 
into  the  church  tower  and  have  a  ktok.  Quaint  old 
place.  I  climbed  the  narrow  winding  sti^way,  the 
stone  steps  worn  down  six  to  eight  bndnca,  and  then  a 
ncketty  ladder  to  the  beU  toft.  We  had  a  fine  view 
of  our  trenches,  and  high  in  the  sky,  on  the  right,  was 
a  German  war  baUoon— a  'sausage,*  as  the  men  call 
it  A  fot  of  adiells  came  near  the  tower  while  we  wen 
"•  rJr^  ?**"  past  m  a  wdrd  way  when  one  is  ftr 
When  I  came  back  down  to  this  fa«ck-to^M2l 
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5^t54,^"lw°Si? ""^^  »*'«**"* ^«e looking 

could  find  no  new  Xfr.,;"^".*"'  ago,  but  they 
put  the  car  in  ^TsM^^  Tj^  Z!''  ^^L^I  "^"^ 
the  church  tower.  I  am  toM  a7i.-n^ i.  "^""*  ^  ''^  >" 
side  of  the  wajT  i^Z^'^i'^^^'P""  ?«  othe 

andoneofthepUTwhowere^o^J^  '"  ^  3^ 
under  the  big  faST^  IHc  1,11^^"^  *^«  ammunition 
for  the  momfnU  «'">Pan'ons  had  left  that  job 

« ^g  my'';U''*S;;e%f  hn~"^'*  °^  ^'»^'«- 

under  tWs  amnonad^  La  •  ^^^"^  "  ^«y  f^tless 
sheU  burstslSar  us  '  Thl  Sf  k"*^'^"^'^  ^^<^"  » 
watching  the  fowS  leSs  wW^^S*  "^^  *°  »* 
are  cut5ith  dozens  of  wlhirrlT  i****  .«^"  ««'*» 
in  evep  d„:Ies.  whiS  sklw  wL«  *S.f '^  '^?^«'' 
chaps  have  burst  I  wondeT  if  hi  •  ^*  **'^  meUnite 
spoihng  of  that  fine'pTtSSandV  "  ^^^'^^^^  ^« 

time' biJ;4  fnSch'^S:! '  t^^  <^^  f  the  same 

L-^hereannfiSSr^^^^ 

hit.    The  troopere  h^e  ^L^  *"**•  "**'  ^'^"^  » 

picking  up  hot'^TecJr of 'sh^r^A^Sf  ^M!"** 
thought  that  gocJd  fun.  I  S  unde^tiL^''  *fe*y 
my  part  such  keeosalf-e  n-«-^  •  understand  it.  For 
toJ  Sely  to  b^  Sdnt  i^  '"^?''"'  "*'•  ^  «»  ^r 
internal UverSrwkhLT^?,P'**^  °^  «^«"  ««  an 

with  simila^  keL^k«°"'our"Sin!  1°  **"  "1!  J^^<^ 
are  replying  now  and  th^rcLS^.**'"^*  t^«  ^ley 
on  th&  wfyT'thf  erw^^^^  °^*^^  ^^^  ^eaZ 

came  up  anTiked  ifT^iS;^^*^-  ^ajor  Fm^er 
how  much  I  am  ^ni^yl^^r'^L^^^^^^^^ 
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belongs  to  him.  He  and  his  orderly  mounted  and 
Rxte  away  during  a  lull  in  the  shelling.  I  wish  him 
luck  getting  down  that  road. 

"  I a.a5.— Another  bunch  of  shrapnel  all  in  a  heap. 
Six  or  eight  bursting  at  once  make  a  din.  Now  the 
great  melinite  Tellows  are  coming  again.  A  couple  of 
enormous  black  clouds  from  the  ravine  tell  where  they 
struck.  There  go  two  just  behind  on  the  cliff.  They 
left  their  cards  in  the  form  of  scattered  bits  which  fell 
on  the  pathway  in  front  of  me,  not  more  than  four  or 
five  feet  distant  Close  work.  Too  close  for  comfort. 
A  piece  of  shell  about  four  inches  long  and  sharply 
pointed  has  sf^ck  right  into  the  gravel  path  about 
thirty  inches  from  my  foot.' 

"I  a.30.— Five  or  six  more,  all  high  explosives.  The 
air  in  the  valley  is  black  with  smoke.  Two  of  the  last 
lot  went  through  the  trees  a  few  feet  away.  If  one  of 
them  hit  the  tree  trunk  and  exploded  it  would  be 
nasty  here.  Immediately  afterwards  a  dozen  or  more 
shrapnel,  again  in  a  group,  went  through  the  same 
trees.  Leaves  and  branches  fell  in  showers.  An 
absolute  rain  of  shells  now  for  five  minutes.  I  dis- 
like most  the  ones  that  burst  behind  me.  The  noise 
of  the  whirring  pieces  is  tiying. 

"  I  p.m.— Still  steady  firing.  Our  batteries  have 
taken  a  hand  in  the  noise  production  at  the  rate  of 
thirty  to  forty  shots  to  the  minute.  There  is  nothing 
to  do  but  sit  here  and  hope  I  shall  get  a  run  out  of  it 
bef«we  long.  It  is  better  here  than  up  on  the  ciest, 
for  I  am,  I  suppose,  quite  safe  under  the  cliff  side 
behind  the  wall. 

•*  2  p.m.— The  General  is  going  now  to  pay  a  visit 
to  another  part  of  the  line.  I  am  not  sorry,  for  three 
hours  of  this  sort  of  thing  are  quite  enough  for  one  day  " 
By  General  Allenby's  haystack  at  Tour-de-Paisffv 
was  a  big  telescope  mounted  on  a  tripod.  It  was  in 
disgrace.  It  served  the  Divisional  Staff  soberly  and 
well  until  the  very  moment  of  the  German  attack  on 
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declared   his   field-jJJ^   ^^^^  A^  S'^  ^-^^^ 
^^«™*n».     To  make^mr.    ♦?     u?""    *^'"'«    them 
turned  on  the  rf^e     For ;»,?« J'?   ^'^''^^P*  ^a. 
•  moist  film  fo3  ov«  t?e  in'SrT* '"  '"^^^"^ 
grey  smudges  was  idl  ^^I^iau      ^*"'-    ^  line  of 

that  Home  was  right  aAd  *£.'*'*':*''*"'»  P«>^«i 
Gennans,  moments  orLion?.  1  "*"  ^"  »«ht  were 
ever  lost.  Had  ?he  te?eio~*^*  ^"'  ***^  »>««"  for 
would  have  shriv^UI^'^SS^J^^'^  »  «>"'  ^t 
remarks  caused  bv  th»?  ^*:*'.°^  «»"'«  o^  the 
visitation.  **^    '^^     ""'"cl^y    atmospheric 

Not  far  from  the  havstarlr  i>-.:j 
«>se  a  knoll.  Under  a  S  t  J^  ^  *.  "".^^^  '«n«^ 
^  on  observaUon  tSr  B^ut?"P'*  °^  »»«"«« 
side  shrine,  on  its  pecSl  th?  *  ^  ^*°°^  »  ^X- 
"  Jesus  is  the  way  Se?Si,  i^^P'*^"' »"  ^rentS, 
by  trenche^'thTSiS  of  "So  Sri  ?*'  "^"  ^^^^^ed 
death  fn,m  Lo  litUe  a  dST^  S^S*""  "**^T»  ^"'""^ 
with  each  dischiwre  t?f  ^S.'S'''  ^f  "<»""d  trembled 

thought  ChrisS^eJS:htg""^crJ^L?^^^ 
about  it  in  frenzy  to  kSl  I  ^as^SJt  ?*'*i.°'  «™»««* 
of  passers-by  whose  tve^Z^  !?"  w  **/  *^«  numbera 
-^,  their^aces^^edT  ^tL^L^^^S 

she^^l  LWo<^  S  th^*  i^Ssf^-"  -J-  were 
for  the  Cross  as  swSv^  S^^!S^u'^.'^^'^  *»»ttUng 
followed  Richard  ^yt£^^«.H  '^^'f  ^e**^*"  '^hl 
be  cynical  «KaS,  but  t£  3d  WV'  T*^  *^ 
«n  most  of  us,  after5l     wJ  A"'    ^  ^  "^ 

proud  of  such  a  heritoge        '^"-  -^^axons  should  be 

»-^'ering   du'JSg^Se'^SJr  ^*  ^^^  ^  *-f"l 

batteor  of  the  «fem^!  ,f„?"~"-      ^"^^^   *«« 

trenchw  above  pSSvh!,f^  "^^  ^^^^  on  the 
«oove  raissy,  but  our  men  stuck  to  their  line 

167 


■<»»«IW~*-(%.^ 


WITH   FRENCH. 

in  spite  of  the  inferno  the  howitsen  made  of  it  The 
men  reported  seeing  many  Germans  in  front  of  them 
in  British  caps  and  tunics.  The  Hun  trenches  were 
400  yards  from  ours,  and  the  desire  of  the  German 
scrfdiers  to  show  themselves  in  their  newly  captured 
khaki  outfits  was  overpowering  until  the  Notts  and 
Derby  sharpshooters  conxinceo  them  of  the  foolhardi- 
ness  of  so  ddng. 

A  sight  that  attracted  daily  attentkm  on  the  Aisne 
was  the  i^ipearance  of  German  aerofrianes,  whidi 
dropped  signals  to  their  guns,  and  thereupon  wue 
shelled  vfolently  bv  our  field  batteries.  Lines  of  tiny 
white  shell  clouds,  in  long  aip  across  the  sky  as  the  fire 
followed  one  of  our  airmen,  told  of  enemy  anti-aircnuft 
guns,  the  criticism  or  praise  of  whose  nuurksmanship 
aroused  continual  controversies  among  the  Tommies. 

At  dusk  General  de  Lisle  suggested  scouting  a  new 
route  around  the  Paissv  crater.    An  army  map  showed 
aroad  noneof  ushad  thusfar  found.    To  passthnN^h 
Paissy  was  an  unpleasant  experience.     At  a  comer, 
dead  horses  were  piled  high,  and,  in  the  vemacubr, 
"  stunk  horrid."    A  hole,  three  feet  deep  and  six  wide, 
had  been  tmrn  in  the  centre  of  the  road  since  I  had 
made  an  earlier  run  over  the  same  route.    In  the  dusk, 
I  landed  the  car  with  a  smash  and  a  jar  plump  in  the 
middle  of  it    With  badly  bent  front  axle  we  pushed 
on,  wondering  at  being  able  to  do  so.    Over  piles  of 
tUbris  from  shattered  dwellings,  and  past  felled  trees 
we  crawled,  then  circled  another  shell-hole  in  the 
road  so  wide  that  one  side  of  the  car  dipped  into  it  at 
a  dangerous  angle  in  passing.    The  road  became  a 
mere  lane,  then  a  grassy,  slippery  track  along  the  e^e 
of  the  precipice.    A  dn^  meant  a  fall  of  eigh^  feet 
Struggling  up  sharp  ascents  with  wheeb  skiddii^  in 
the  mud,  at  last  we  came  to  the  end  of  the  path.    We 
kept  on  a  few  hundred  yards  over  the  long  grass, 
negotiating  one  stretch  with  the  car  canted  at  an  angle 
of  forty-five  degrees. 
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oS^nJiT^if^K^***®?P"»*»«^    We  retraced 

The  bent  axle  necessiuted  a  run  to  the  GH?V 

^1  te:L^*'*^"-T««Jen<>fa.    "Rattte'^BaSS 
•nd  I  borrowed  a  car  there  fiom  Westminster^ 

Sd  hS.  ^nitS  ^^^T^°"*  °^  '^  General's  hc«« 
had  begj  wounded  and  left  to  convalesce. 

At  i<ere-en-Tardenois  I  received  my  first  lettmr 
fi^lJ^London  rince  my  departure.  thiSJ-thS.  2^ 

.«!r^?!!?L?^^i®"'  '^•^  moving  to  the  north-west 
and  had  being  doing  so  for  days.*^  Joffre  hid^taJS 

t^li"*"  '  ^^.  A"Sy  *"**  Maud-hu/s^  aSS 
STvoJf  Klffi'r^h^  ,TJe  flanking^movemST^ 

XSfl-Sfc-^  ^  ^'  Somm;n"eS?"!35rt"£ 
On  September  34th  we  were  up  at  three  o'dork  >»/i 

Moulins^d  V<mdn^  "^  ^  ^"^y^"  *^  ^^  <>' 

tio?^;!^*~J?7*  '^"^  P*y>*"^  *e  customary  atten- 
tion  to  the  road  from  Paissy.    We  waited  hJ^t^ 

sb;"2srrr'*i"«  thcrhenTburti^*  ss; 

y^'.e^i^^A^''^'  I^a^led-  De  Lisle,  who 
^"wseated  beside  me,  turned  and  looked  sharply  at 

hm^'-N^'  ^J:  »»f ?«^,  IhadmisuS^* 
n..?K-^  •  P '  *»«  had  said ;  not  "  Go  slow  I "  I 
pushed  on  as  fast  as  the  car  could  gather  s,S    But 
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the  momentary  delay  had  upset  the  General's  nicely 
turned  calculations.    Before  we  had  crossed  the  open 
Plam  Baiigl  came  the  first  shell;  and  Bang,  bane 
bang  I-three  others,  just  above  us.  ^         ^' 

pe  slivers  rattled  on  the  metal  panels.  A  shrapnel 
biUlet  made  a  clean  round  bed  in  the  top  of  the 
radiator,  and  a  good-sized  splinter  cut  a  deep  incision 
m  a  front  firing.  The  door  panel  alongside  de  Lisle 
was  scraped  by  a  sharp  bit  that  buried  -n  the  step 
A  piece  the  size  of  a  pea  struck  the  chic,  on  the  nose, 
u  tt  ^'™'fer  °"*  save  me  a  stinging  blow  on  the 
^der  The  floor  of  the  car  hdd^half  a  <Len 
fragments  as  we  pulled  up  and  took  stock  beyond. 
Our  luck  had  held,  and  we.  were  none  the  worse 

f«  fk  f  •  P'"«**y.«Jay  for  a  change,  made  our  visit 
to  the  "sugar  mill  trenches "  above  Troyon  all  the 
more  enjoyable  The  men  of  the  i8tfi  Brigade  were 
burrowed  in  the  high  road  bank.  Tiny  cave-uS 
shelters,  canopied  with  branches  or  straw,  made  snue 
quartera,  safe,  under  the  brow  of  the  hill,  frx>m  tS 
everlasting  shell-fire.  A  subaltern  of  the  East  Yorks 
swd  his  lot  had  three  killed  and  eighteen  wounded^ 
high  explosives  in  the  front  line  the  day  before  The 
same  regiment,  he  said,  lost  eight  oflScere  and  seventy- 
three  men  when  the  Germans  attacked  so  strenuously 
on  the  previous  Sunday      Two    companies  of   the 

f^/.-  ^'^  T"'^  ^^^^^  ""•  **»*'  ^y.  in  close 
formation,  and  suflered  such  casualties  from  the  East 
Yorks'  fire  that  they  had  to  retire  in  confusion. 

we«  ^^^'^""u  !r°"  ^^^  IP*"**^  ^*'  *h«  Canadians 
r^  I.  ?•         They  won't  be  worth  much  until  they 

fe  K^fl^Jf"*  °^  ^'^  ^^""S  under  Black  Mariaf 
me  best  troops  on  earth  would  have  to  take  a  day  or 
so  to  break  into  it,"  sagely  remarked  a  beardless 
junior  suWtern.  His  Division  had  arrived  oTthl 
sane  but  few  days  before,  but  he  looked  with  the  eyes 
of  a  veteran  on  all  newcomers. 
Real  quiet  rarely  visited  the  Troyon  ridge.    Our 
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£^k'  '"rTa^V''*''  *"^.*/  ^^"^  shells  screamed 
^nd       ?S;  IIT^  *"^  ^^"  '"  «P«'nodic  waves  % 

we  had  passed  over  the  road    Once  a  howiS  sheU 
s^lSi^gr^"^  "^  ^^"^^  '-^^  smokelSrd^J^Jl 

sUff  lyjng  sl«.pi„g  or  reading  as  the  Xmclin  l?« 

^kened  rS  T""^^,:  .  ^H  overwhelming  crash 
S  «Sn„f!l  ^  T'"'^  high-explosive  chap  had 
burst  above  tiie  headquarters  yard  Mv  evS  and 
mouth  were  full  of  dust  and  e\Stastin7sS     I 

cSl^'  7.'^^^  '~"^  Asl'e^LX'Soud 
woSSed  R^  K??^'  f'^y'"8r,  and  thought  him 
)^-  ^f       u"?  ?*^  "^"^^y  stumbled  in  risii     Not 

rained  down  We  scampered  through  the  eate  and 
mtotihe  cave  in  the  cUff.  For  an  how  or  mo^  PaSv 
?h.lT*"' ^^^i'?^*^"'  that  eclipsSS^^wlJ 

p^l^To^itttiU^^^^^ 

SeSlp-a^TanTL^h^ell^^^^^ 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

The  Germans  pounded  our  troops  well  during  those 
first  weeks  on  the  Aisne.  Their  sheU  fire  scor«i  untU 
our  positions  were  strengthened  and  the  shelter  from 
bombardment  improved.  Day  by  day  this  work  went 
on,  the  caitmual  shelling  taking  less  toll  of  men  as 
tmie  passed. 

We  had  our  "  days."    A  fresh  Division  of  the  enemy 
brought  by  train  from  Si;.  Quentin  to  a  pomt  fift^joj' 
miles  from  our  hues,  were  seen  at  daybreak  one  Saturday 
m  front  of  Troyon.    Our  first  sight  of  them  was  when 
tney  marched  m  column  of  fours  over  the  brow  of  a 
hiU  not  400  yards  from  our  advance  trenches.    At  their 
h^d  strode  a  taU  Hun  bearing  a  white  flag  tied  to  a 
kmg  stick.    The  first  rows  of  men  behind  him  were 
dressed  m  khaki.    An  interesting  procession.    Over  the 
west  of  the  hill  they  came,  every  second  bringing  more  of 
them  to  their  certain  fate.    To  those  who  were  watching 
It  seemed  the  enemy  could  not  know  the  position  ofour 
Imes.    The  strain  was  too  great  for  a  sergeant  behind 
one  of  our  machine-guns,  and  he  "  let  go."    His  officers 
n«rly  wept  with  rage.     The  forepart  ot  the  German 
column  shnveUed  under  the  stream  of  bullets  from  the 
quick-firers  and  rifles.    Our  whole  line  was  ablaze  in  a 
moment.    Many  huddled  forms  lay  in  plain  sight  of  our 
trenches  as  the  light  grew,  but  most  of  the  Germans  had 
safely  reached  the  cover  of  their  front  trench,  from 
which  they  kept  up  an  incessant  and  perfectly  harmless 
fire  for  more  than  an  hour. 

"If  that  blessed  sergeant  had  been  a  bit  patient  " 
said  his  company  officer  to  me  that  morning,  "we  would 
have  joUy  weU  bagged  the  lot." 
The  same  officer  was  gazing  idly  toward  the  front 

173 


-aTBgrih#>^^.«-;...ir«<M^>,  tm^tfnm^m 


inh  Hussars  on  the  march  from  the  Aisne  to  Flanders 


A  waysi,le  lunch ;  General  de  Lisle  and  the  Staff  of  the 
2nil  Cavalry  Briga.le 


A  >?» 


MONS  TO  YPRES. 
during  the  late  afternoon.    His  glance  reit«d  «n  fK. 

oSL^K       "^ht  came  to  his  mind.    What  a 

<^^^i«  'u       *?*»>ned  for  the  South. 
VfflS    aLlw^S^^  headquarter.  sUff  lived  at 

SJ™i„rSr   ^  *?P*"-    EMniination   led   to  tS 
jWy  ^ery  that  the  German  had  be«  lyL  J? 
one  end  of  a  wure  that  taooed  a  tPi-Br-lTi- ^^ 
^visional  headquarters:    pTthtt^^t  ^.ST 

gISS  *^.''*^'  "^y  °*» »««« intended       ^  ~" 
General  admnration  for  the  German's  ptack  was  heard 
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on  all  sides.    To  have  stayed  so  long  hidden  so  far 
within  his  enemy's  lines  required  coolness  and  bravery. 

Many  were  the  ccmjectures  as  tu  how  the  information 
which  he  gained  was  transmitted  to  his  own  army.  No 
other  wire  leading  from  the  stack  could  be  found. 
Careful  search  of  the  vicinity  resulted  in  no  enlighten- 
ment. At  points  the  Aisne  was  dragged  with  long  rakes 
by  ciiergetic  signallers,  but  all  in  vain.  The  news  of 
the  capture  was  made  a  secret,  and  night  after  night 
a  vigil  kept  to  intercept  possible  callers  laden  with  food 
for  the  Goman  or  in  search  of  messages  from  him.  No 
result  was  forthcoming,  save  that  the  watchers  caught 
one  another  one  night,  and  the  next  night  caught  cold, 
and  the  solution  of  the  puzile  remained  a  mystery. 

Periodical  visits  to  the  trenches  made  me  sure  that  one 
day  a  fat  howitzer  shell  would  land  in  the  wrong  place 
for  me.  The  enemy  made  some  roads  impassable,  but 
we  always  found  another  way  round. 

Colonel  Steele  of  the  Coldstreams  showed  us  a  souvoiir 
<me  day  in  the  form  of  a  ruined  poncho.  His  shelter 
above  Vendresse  was  a  short  way  back  of  the  trenches 
<m  the  crest.  Lying  on  his  back,  his  legs  ^read  out, 
and  hb  poncho  so  arranged  that  it  served  for  bed  and 
coverlet,  he  drc^ped  ofi  to  sleep.  He  was  awakoied 
by  (me  of  our  own  i8-pounder  shrapnel,  fired  from 
somewhere  in  the  valley  below,  which  fdl  short.  The 
misguided  sheU  went  directly  between  Steele's  knees, 
ripping  two  gaping  holes  in  his  poncho  and  burying  itsdt 
onexploded,  in  the  bank  on  which  he  was  lying. 

Tom  Bridges  was  promoted  Colonel  of  the  4th  Hussars, 
but  four  days  after  he  had  assumed  c(munand  of  the 
regiment  a  motor-car  from  G.H.Q.  called  i<x  him  and 
hurried  him  off  to  Antwerp,  for  service  with  King  Albert 
and  his  Belgians. 

Major  Budworth  and  H  Battery  of  the  Royal  Horse 
Artillery  came  fr<»n  England  and  joined  the  2nd  Cavalry 
Brigade  while  we  were  in  Lcngueval.  At  dinner  on  the 
night  of  Budworth's  arrival  General  de  Lisle  said  that 
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he.  the  Major.  Captain  Skinner  of  H  Battery,  and  I 
would  next  morning  take  "  a  run  around,"  visit  our 
gun  positifxis  past  and  present,  and  "  show  the  Major 
what  German  shell  fire  was  like."  From  experience  I 
knew  that  meant  we  would  more  than  likely  go  "  lot^king 
for  trouble." 

Heavy  cannonading  continued  throughout  the  night. 
"  Promiscous  "  <me  of  the  troopers  called  it.  Seemed 
wasteful,  but  at  the  end  of  two  weeks  of  it  the  British 
Army  had  suffered  over  3.000  casualties  from  the  ^ell 
fire  alone. 

Our  moi  were  learning  to  keep  to  cover,  and  our 
batteries  had  learned  to  ^'ffgiiis^  themselves  well. 
Miniature  groves  would  spring  up  over  the  guns  in  a 
night.  The  "heavies."  what  few  we  had  of  them, 
were  made  to  look  like  sheds  or  haystacks  when  conceal- 
ment of  the  battery  was  impossible.  These  tricks  our 
gunners  learnt  from  the  enemy,  who  was  a  past  master 
at  such  contrivances. 

After  doing  the  rounds  of  the  gims  our  party  visited 
the  trenches  above  Troyon.  Serrocold's  BattaUon  of  the 
60th  Rifles  and  Steele's  Coklstreams  were  in  front  that 
day. 

The  Sugar-Mill  Position,  so  called  from  the  huge  mill 
above  Troyon.  since  destroyed,  that  had  been  taken  and 
retaken  a  dozen  times  and  had  afforded  the  Lancashires 
a  chance  to  gain  fine  laurels,  was  our  nearest  point  of 
vantage  in  one  sector  of  the  line. 

There  our  barricade  was  one  hundred  j^ards  south  of 
the  snnunit  of  tiie  ridge,  and  the  German  trenches  but 
eighty  yards  to  the  north  of  it.  The  Sugar-Mill  barri- 
cade had  seen  heavy  fighting,  but  was  comparatively 
quiet  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  though  sniper  bullets 
occasionally  sang  overhead  and  shrapnel  came  past  at 
intervals. 

Tucked  under  the  brow  of  the  hill,  not  far  from  the 
front  line,  wore  Colonel  Serrocold's  headquarters.  A 
mutual  friend  had  a  few  days  bdore  sent  by  me  a  case 
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BCM,  aad 


the 


of  moit  wekome  provendflr  to  Senocoid't  m 
in  cooMquenoe  I  calkd  to  Mmple  the  good*. 

"We  wffl  get  out  of  this  t»^y,  tare."  uid 
CoIoimI. 

"  I  think  not.  lir."  I  lepUed.  "  I  have  hevd  noChtaf 
of  a  diange  ID  f ar  this  motning.  Why  do  you  think  v«ia 
aw  to  move?"  o         ^      /  t^ 

"  Becanae  we  have  jott  finished  the  constructloa  of 
the  fint  good  diy  shelter  we  have  had  for  aemedays." 
wattheanswer.  "I'm  sore  this  it  so  perfect  a  spot  bow 
that  we  are  doomed  to  be  sent  elsewhere,  and  others 
win  ^Mod  a  comfortable  night  in  oar  snog  qnarten." 

I  langhfld  at  his  mock  pessimism,  and  had  another 
langh  the  next  day  when  fleamed  that  sue  enoai^  the 
6oth  had  been  shifted  Ute  in  the  aftemooo.  Serracold's 
prophecy  had  come  true  most  onexpectedly.  and  his 
palatial  quarters  had  to  be  tamed  over  to  his  sacoesmt. 

We  visited  General  ntsOarence  and  his  staff  kt  a 
tvpical  cave  Brigade  headquarters  under  the  brow  of 
the  Aisne  Heights.  Wdl  inside  the  cave  the  Brigade 
staff  work  coald  be  done  without  fear  ol  intem^^tkn. 

Thete  cave  headquarters  were  quite  "  ooody."    But 
any  apot  in  those  days  might  be  a  headquarters.    I 
rHMoiber  one  that  consisted  of  the  1    ' 
W.  aad  G.  tazicab. 

In  Vendresse  half  an  hoar  later  we  wero  treated  to 
MM  fairly  dose  shelling,  the  first  projectile  landhw  on 
the  other  side  of  a  hi^  stone  wall  as  we  pasiad.  A 
nm  to  Faissy  and  a  view  from  the  chuivh  tower  ccn- 
dodedoortoarofslgfatseeHig.  We  returned  to  Lomeval 
forhmdieoB.  We  had  taken  Bo^Nvorth  under  rifie  and 
shdl  fire  aad  shown  him  heq>s  of  German  dead  a  leir 
yarte  distant  from  our  trenches.  As  we  pulled  up.  one 
«l  the  party  made  a  oonmeat  on  the  quiet  and  sa^rity 
of  quakit  Lengueval.  far  from  scenes  ol  violence  whfch 
had  become  the  dafly  round  in  such  toirna  as  we  had 
visited  that  aofnii^. 

But  LoogoBval  had  proved  less  safe,  in  a|»te  of  its  dis- 
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h-iv^     f!*  ''*»  *^  °P»»<»  that  the  few^rfl. 

£?diS?  '^*  ri "  •  ^*»»°<*  bit  of  itinerZt  W 

SS^S  ;k*  V^'^  "*^*  °'  *^«  Ai«e  town.  wS 
range  of  the  German  guns  would  b«  mthi^A  -V 

tj.e  ^another.  At  tw^?d:S|'ve'*mS?B£2  ffaT 
feU  near  Lo^eval.  but  did  no  more  damaee  tSTS 
np  up  the  field  in  which  they  feU  ^  *® 

J*Sf  i?**^  L"?  *°  ^b*^»  '^tl*  the  General  to 
■ecthe  ravaged  ^thedral.  The  stately  Gothic  pUeWaJ 

nSSjJw  *?  !,^.f*P  "^  "^•-  I»  was  Wdly  that  bS 
nevertheless  had  been  crueUy  knocked  about.    St^wJ. 

tnclittle  town    One  ht  m  a  narrow  street  outside  the 

SXl^*****'?^*"'  killing  a  nian  who  waS  sT^dS^ 
m  the  doorway  and  four  other  troopers  who  w«e  Fram2 
nejrl^  «d  wounding  twelve  XweTeT^S^g 
iSSr^.„^  be«  used  as  an  emeigeScy^es^ 
wi  SkS  in'So^  r  an  operating  SSle.  The^ 
UA  |~*i"»  l>l«>d-  As  m  the  morning,  the  oth  Lancer, 
had  b«nthe  regiment  to  suffer.  oYlSf  twoloJeJSS 
and  nearly  as  UMny  wounded  that  day  in  Lo^aTS 
but  one  or  two  wwe  9th  Lancers.  '-«'g«evai  au 
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An  expUiutko  of  the  •hdMM  was  at  Utt  forthcoming 
Awpply  train  had  been  halteJby  an  injudidou.  AraTy 
Urtt  CoT>«  wbajtem  on  the  brow  of  the  hSf  3SJJ 
the  village  and  in  plain  tight  of  the  enemy's  obeerv^ 
poet,  oo  the  height,  acre,  the  Ai«,e.  TliloXSiS 
•gUne  had  caught  the  attention  of  our  gunner.  « 
riye.  far  in  front.  Word  wa.  «nt  at  oncTthatiuch 
advotuement  of  our  billeting  centrer  would  be^ 
iiniater  reeult.  but  the  memage  came  too  Ute 

I  ^t  the  night  on  a  bundle  of  straw  in  the  open 
My  ocdy  warm  bUnket  had  dittppeared  in  the  ISS^ 
atU«ding  the  hurried  dresrinTTlhe  woundSi^ 
tbeir  prompt  di^wtch  to  the  hoq>ital  at  Viltei.     In 

SSST*^  i  ''^*  **  *"»  »"™i^  «'  Wedne«iay 
September30th,withadecidedchill.  fte Brigade movid 
at  daybreak  to  St  Thibaut.  a  viUage  on  thi  VcTh? 
tw^BraiweeandFismes.    I  had  planned  a  iwiS 
to  Rheiii-.    With  Major  Solly  Rood  5tt«  4th  dS^SS 
Guards  Osbom,  the  4th  Dragoon  Guard.'  MwbS? 
"?h!'Sr*\^  P^  *  ^cooTSit  to  the  cISSl  • 
*«I?  *  ?)??•  "<*,«»^^»y«  new  Rbdm.  were  full  of 
towmrfoUc  driven  from  their  home,  by  the  German  diell.. 
-J;cSJ!^  induced  me  to  take  a  couple  ol  houn' 
wrt  betwem  dean  Aeets  at  the  Uon  d'OrTiM^om  from 
the  great  dmrdt    Not  even  the  novdty  of  a^«l  iSS 
bed  lowered  »y  to^erature.  whidi  haSf  1,  moi^ 
byafteraooo  that  Osbom  bade  me  spend  the  n^t  fa 
R^  white  1^  and  the  other,  went^  witlSft  ,bJ 
From  three  to  five  o'dodc.  and  again  at  seven  in  ^ 

jtij^  the  hotd.    It  was  by  no  means  the  fint  that 

had  done  so   The  sde  remaining  duunbennaid  apprS 
me  at  night  that  at  one  time  during  the  aftemooiil  had 

S^i^*S?2?"P*"iv*^  the  hold  who  had  not  taken 
rduge  m  the  cdkr    This  was  due  laigdy  to  the  fact 

ri»ow.  Twice,  die  said,  die  had  run  upstair,  to  see  tfl 
wa.  stm  whole  and  sound,  to  find^^iSTfJrth 
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iJ^.^  ^Ih  "^  '"♦^'  ^«y  •»»»ky  «  my  pint 
but  crattwitlvdy  free  from  fever.    Uy  dd  fri«d 

«^r  ^*2*  ***•  Pommeiy  and  Greno  c*v«  end  thoM 

scores  of  Black  Marias  that  had  soiuht  it  ont     rhl 
ch«npa«,e  had  been  but  Uttle  dirtSKd.  and^Lt  ^ 

^honeycomb  underground  Rheims.  MiSSTa 
G«man.  was  a  prisoner  in  French  hands.  RobSrt  hk 
^«J  I»rtner.  was  deUghtfuUy  cordiiU^ 
.»«JrS3  iST  ***•  Gwmans  came  into  Rheims  a  colonel 
t^^  liL!!?  ^^"^  "y  ^^••'"  '^  Robins  ^d 
bj£f«a^«^  '  WM  to  nrepare  immediat^y  fifty 

SLfto  i:  £r¥S  *","  f-Si'^Se'l^LKSS 
ametodoso.    The  colonel  was  very  brutal    He  left 
JJ«-  J<5"5  "wearing  he  would  returnli  Mnhoar'^t^t 
"  ^  '!?*?  to  produce  the  fifty  beds  demaa<k?I  wSSS* 
he  said,  be  shot  forthwith.  "«««««  i  would. 

•  An  hour  Uter  a  thin  young  German  officer  came 
g^coBple  of  bottle,  of^pagne  in^S 

t^%  ***"  '^^  ^T"^^  inTcomer.  he  asked 
to  see  what  accommodation  I  had  provided  forth* 
wounded.    I  dKmed  him  the  ten  bST^ci  J,*! 

r2 JSJJT*  Gennan.  '  I  wish  to  have  reserved  fw 
J^;? 5?.?*  my  staff  who  has  been  severelywwmde? 

clo«rS^5S*Ll?  ****  *°5*  *"^  "»*»"«  made  me  look 
closer  at  this  officer,  and  suddenly  it  flashed  over  me 

that  it  must  be  the  Crown  Prinze.    ^UheJ^SJ 
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horm,  after  carefuUy  tumingr  over  the  two  bottles  of 
chainpagne  to  one  of  his  staff  officers  who  had  app«rS 
on  the  scene.  I  asked  if  he  was  the  Prince,  and  fo^ 
«Vc<m]|ecture  was  correct.  He  called  several  times 
thereafter,  evincing  the  greatest  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  wounded  member  of  his  staff  untU  the  latter  was 
sent  back  to  Germany. 

"  The  colond  who  had  threatened  me  with  death  as 
apunuhment  for  not  acceding  to  his  demand  for  fifty 
^caUed  the  same  n%ht  and  very  elaborately  apouJ- 
giaed.  He  told  me  he  had  been  wounded,  and  for  fou^ 
days  his  wound  had  been  undressed.  For  thw^<S^ 
he  had  hardly  tasted  food.  '  To  go  so  lonTwitHj 
to.e  for  mating  or  sleeping.'  he  Jid.  'and^^the 
tmtation  of  constant  pain,  made  me  inexcusably  uncivil 

It^t  tL^J^^!?'  ?**  ""^  *»  Punctihcis  abou 
It  that  Uie  foUowmg  day  he  asked  me  to  step  down  to 
his  headquarters,  where  he  called  in  several  officers 
some  of  whom  had  witnessed  his  abusive  conductoftte 
day  before,  and  again  apotogised  in  their  presawL    He 

S'hS?^'^^  ^^oroograSLt  it.  oncfhrSTkli  into 
nis  head  to  make  amends. 

"  One  of  the  Crown  Prince's  staff  said  to  me,  '  Whv 

tLT.l^^T'?^^^^'^^  They  say  the  BiS 
force  18  here  or  there,  as  if  they  do  not  know  that 
French's  army  is  either  kiUed  or  ^tured  tofSL  I 
can  assure  you.'  he  continued  mostVehemently. '  on  mv 

r!?fi^*i,!?*?°'f°'  J^^ ^"^  Army  no  lonjtt  e«S^ 
It  is  finuhed  absolutely.'    He  was  eqWUy  dSnuSkb 

IS'tSSt^'tJe!'?*  ^"^  army^ou&^SLS 

r£S?  ^T'^'^  wounded  Germans  were  cared  for  in 
Rhmis.    Some  were  there  still  at  the  time  of  my  visit. 

Lion  d  Or  landed  me  at  St.  Thibaut  for  breakfast. 

LVi«^?i?T' j^  f?^  ^'«°  G.H.O.  whom  I  had 
met  fa  REeims  had  tdd  me  of  the  pro^ve  cha^ 
<rf  area  of  operations  of  the  British  FicTAntwfapwIs 

i8o 


MONS  TO  YPRES. 

even  Havre.    jSre^^n^JS  .^k'',®.*^*«°«' *nd 

in  the  same  arS^thS^i??«r  ^^  ^  ^^"°*°  ««««ive 
cessful.  To  m^e  the  BnTJh^'r*^  '^^togetb^  unmic- 
would  put  it  inject  t^Sl^th^Jh*  """^  *"^  »«^ 
British  Meet,  and  free  it  fr^M  •***^°"*  *"^  *^« 
having  its  toe  of  ^,1  ^^%^^<S^«i««:e  of 
French  6th.  7th  and  ?nth  7°™  "^y  those  of  the 
Besides.  he\^ed^Ve  L^""-  ""*  ''''*'^- 
had  degenera^lJ'to'l'sSStr'^?:  H°",hT.  '"i?"* 
along  the  Aisne  much  less^iJ^mU  /    ^°*'*  V"*  ^^ 

advantage  be  empIo?e?'a^'^°Se?rSJr"'?  "!!^ 
veterans,  released  frw-  m«^  •  "^^  *  niai,  ah-eady 

work  in'  the'^ht  "tSit^^S  SL"^"*^ 
2»«i.  would  see  some  st%  fightS  S^th?'  ^* 
secret  and  much  of  it  It^it  *!^^;^l^^'    ^^  *his  was 

and  CavalVSJi^on   „?J'^  The  next  day  Cough's 
Allied  Irft  flail     An JS^*^  '^***  *»  ^"^  for  the 

Sunday  the  4S  '^     '       "^^^  **"  **»*  "«»»*  <rf 

on  the  heigMs^iiStei^e  w •?*  ^T^  *>»**«ries 
of  the  A^e  i«^K:^t*ai?^"?.t^^  »«"^ 
de  Lisle  and  our  three  rt-,ri«u!^!rr^^'    ^^'"^  General 
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a  house,  a  waSrS;«J'SI^?nf'SJ"*  *^^»!»«»*«'  o^ 
One  hundred  3^rS  beySd^T^H-f  ?^5^^*"- 

and"Lci^:^S^d?&?reS^^'  ^•"•»- 
was  thought  to  liave^hL^  abaitsSJ?S?2!?' 

Our  forty-eight  hours  in  that  oart  of  th-  i,« 

The  Aisne  we  had  reached  with  such  laiuniin.  i»~. 
tw«,tyK»e  day.  before  was  sUB  uThiSS  ^ 
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CHAPTER  X. 

wen  some  o(  our  batteries  that  were  wdl  nr^i^Ji  . 
tj.  «™t.  b„,  p.ri«u,  vi,.^ie"wda^"S5 
r?\"»  Gennans  cover  the  wheel  tradawl^.h-! 

hstteriei.  .^^'^  l^rTi^^J^Z 
P««w«e  cmcemri,  which  I  could"  ^("^J^Sf 
grotest  ease  from  the  marks  left  by  tlwwhedT^  JSf 
pas  w«  brought  into  position,    "y  ""  ""»b  as  the 

—vS.  k-        ^T'  *"  '»''«•  prisoner  and  escaoed 

l:l£'Sn^r'-s^'--^.s 

Sf  ahSl'  ♦^    "***  *"*  *^**^  '^'^  howiteers  blew  those 
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SogMns  was  less  than  ten  mile,  from^*^'     "^^ 

J!lJ'^^  fu^  **"*  '^•^'»  ^^'^  ''as  to  push  on  ahead 
recoMMtre  the  roads,  and  wait  to  guide  detwCSts 

iS^  ♦?    ^**"*  °®^«"  fr«n  the^umn  toX 
icasi,  1  jcept  touch  with  the  Genera!    readv  to  »ir» 

aJLo!*    P'^-  ?^^  °®<*  '^as  productive  of  paws  «! 
2?Sf*'./'T  ^^J^**  »°d  letters  found  oo  St^SZv 
AU  the  Jls  that  flesh  is  heir  to  had  been  aSodbSl  b^I 

KSToL'^^r.  whose  quotatS  ad^S  C 
•heets.  One  read  depression  and  deM)air  in  every  UnT 
The  ^aihng  tone  was  in  sharp  cooSS  to  ZfL^t 
able  grousing  good-nature  of  Thomas  Atkins. 
w«  -n^I?**'*!!*  *****"*  Engagements  with  the  Enemy  " 
^another  cheery  publication  which  told  of  itoThty 

«faS«^  rril,''"^^  l'^"*"-    The  editor  olSS2 

ewwons  at  times  waxed  solemnly  humorous   a.  <Se 

foUowmg  paragraph  bears  witness :-  ^"'^'  *•  *^« 

It  is  rq>OTted  aa  reliable  authority  that  m  <«.. 

S^y"  v^^Sf  of*"'  ^^^^  *^^  ^^  ^thS 
S^?*.^^  **^  f*?  ******"'  ^^^  °»«  made  frequot 
attanpts  to  tempt  the  enemy  to  come  out  by  wKe 
badinage.    All  efforts  were  Unavailing  tmtil  J^Sn! 

on  battery  of  French  gmis  *«  ro«<#  for  SteKw 
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J«gy.  «ie  of  our  villages,  was  found  filled  to  over- 
Jjnng^m  possession  of  two  Battalions^ tluiM^ 
Infantoy  Brigade.   The  Colonel  of  t^Llflnf.  ^5 

°^cm,  ast  but  htUe  light  on  the  situation    A  biv«l-f 
for  the  bngade  in  the  thick  woods  was  nUnn^T! 
about  midnight  further  in.*««.«!r         P™ed.  but 

bottleofwme  in  its  cellars.  Big  wagROTswa e  ^nrJK 

ftfiio?!-!  '^'^*'°*^*'"'^'»«^ed-  ThecabinetsWe 
fuU  rfsilver,  rare  ornaments  Uttered  the  tabl^rnTSJ 

tapestries  hung  on  the  walls.  Them^yt^^lS 
held  a  complement  of  French  offic^.^so^S^*!^ 
wST*^  °°  the  polished  floor  of  ^^  Sa^-r^ 

Se^oth^ifn.'"*^**^*'*  **"««•  Without 
S^tiJ  ♦?      •"  inconvenience  to  their  owners,  we 

c«,S^     tu^u"*  ^^^^^  '^  tJ»at  they  madTa^^ 

In  passing  through  ViUers-Cotteret  I  saw  Laiurt^n 

2'^^'^,'«y  ««  the  Paris  Travelled'  cS  iS*tS 
me  that  for  seventy-two  hours  a  contkSd  Jb^  2 

r«S»e  ?i?tJLi^*  ®^*  ^  °«t  wS^for^n^htfXo 
resume  its  pUgnmage,  but  were  under  way  abSit  noo«? 
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Short  of  petrol  that  motniiig.  I  b«gged  some  from  tn 
obliging  French  airman.  Quite  a  coUection  of  French 
monoplanes,  covered  in  their  nighties  of  canvas,  coddled 
around  a  quartette  of  stacks  away  from  the  road.  At 
a  short  distance  one  could  hardly  distingu^  them  from 
kmocent  farm  machinery,  put  aside.  carefuUy  swathed, 
gll  harv«t  time.  No  more  friendly  men  live  than  the 
French  airmen.  I  was  never  in  want  of  anything  they 
could  supply  for  longer  than  it  took  to  teU  them  my 
needs,  in  whatever  part  of  the  line  I  might  be. 

Reconnoitring  routes  on  the  edge  of  the  Forest  of 
Compiigne  was  fascinating  work.     At  level  crossings 
trainload  after  trainload  of  infantry  and  guns,  mosUy 
of  Smith-Dorrien's  2nd  Gyps,  sped  by.  We  passed  the 
town  which  had  been  occupied  by  Genend  Smith- 
Domen  himself  the  night  before,  and  learned  that  he, 
too,  had  been  hurried  north  by  rail  that  morning.  Huge 
pontoons  across  the  Oise  marked  the  change  of  our 
direction  from  westward  to  a  more  northerly  course 
rounding  a  comer  close  to  Compiigne,  and  then  heading 
for  Montdidier.    Remy  was  our  night  stop,  a  viUage 
missed  by  the  Germans  when  Von  Kluck  pushed  south 
towards  Paris.    The  rich  farm  country  gave  us  of  its 
best.    We  revelled  in  incomparable  produce,  fresh  as 
morning  dew,  and  a  great  treat  to  our  unaccustomed 
palates. 

A  still  earlier  start  was  made  on  Wednesday.  I  had 
suggested  a  quick  dash  in  and  out  of  Compiigne  to 
purchase  certain  necessities.  De  Lisle  said,  "  No.  not 
this  morning.  Keep  in  touch  with  the  Brigade.  We  are 
concentrating  to-day.  and  may  possibly  go  into  action 
before  night.'  By  early  afternoon  we  passed  through 
Montdidier  and  turned  towards  the  east. 

Captain  Baron  le  Jeune,  of  tiie  Cuirassiers,  a  French 
liaMQn  officer  attached  to  the  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade,  ran 
with  me  ahead  of  our  column  into  Montdidier. 

A  French  staff  officer  who  knew  Le  Jeune  tokl  us  of 
de  Castehiau's  push  forward  to  Noyon  in  September. 
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Si.IJth!;'?^  ^\^^^  '^^^  »  ^  Germane 
jorcijg  the  French  hne  back  from  Noyon  and  Laadsnv^ 

S  *5«  ^^^'^tion  of  Cambrai  and  Valend^w  Jut 
*J^i^^,h»d  weU-nigh  been  enveloped  Sdf  uS 

that  October  6th  that  Maud'huy  had  retired  to  the 

town  while  Lille,  defended  by  a  French  llrritoSl 
Division  only,  was  sore  pressed.  cmionai 

A  Fr«ch  medical  officer  on  duty  at  the  Montdidier 
rjUway  station  joined  in  the  convVsation.  OvaTta 
thousaiKl  French  wounded,  he  told  us.  had  been  thioi^ 
nis  hands  during  the  previous  eight  days. 

The  reason  for  the  diversion  of  our  ist  Cavalry  Division 
to  the  support  of  the  French  forces  fighting  ih  f rort^ 
Roye  was  a  superhuman  effort  by  the  ^y  the  dav 
♦K°i**  ^*>y«  *»d  "been  evacuated  by  the  French,  and 

!k*  Z^^r  i  ^  *^**°^^*  '^^  *^«^y  *  few  miles  to 
the  west  o^  It.    Naturally,  as  the  DivMon  was  passi^ 

the  very  pomt  of  danger,  the  French  asked  that  it\Sa3 
beheld  in  the  vicinity  for  twenty-four  hours  in  case  of 

^^  ^!  J^*?  **^  "P  ^*^  "«ht  of  the  shells  and 
Mjmd  of  the  batUe.  but  the  French  line  held  to  ttS 
satisfaction  of  its  commanders,  so  by  nightfall  we 
pushed  on  to  tte  north.  We  slq,t  at  AubvilSs.w,  ro«fe 
to  Amiens,  and  the  next  day  passed  through  that 
^Sy'rSiT^  *^  Viller^Bocage.  whereTe  spent 

At  daybreak  on  Friday,  the  gth.  we  were  awakened 
by  mtermmable  hues  of  troop-laden  motor  lorries  and 
conv^s  of  armoured  cars.  French  troops  were  bein* 
poured  north  at  breakneck  speed.  The  race  for  thVsiS 
was  dady  becommg  more  exciting.  The  collision  of  the 
burrying  armies  was  to  make  a  bloody  meeting-place  of 
Randers  one  day  soon.  By  night  we  hS  ««5 
Doullens  and  were  to  the  west  of  Arras.  ^^ 
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«2S!L'2!2:^*^f^  '"  «"*y  «*«rt  found  nt  pro- 

?T»  !S«!!^ZT.?*™*W  "**«  "»  broad  Uglimv 

AFiai.  Tie  General  in  command  tent  htA  _^».  . 
tbe  citv  woold  never  ''i^^b^t^^mb^^ 

ua  nigbt  to  oitrench  our  soldiers     Aff«r  -  "ryy 
h«b«dn.a.t  the  enemy  a^^  ^1^  ^S 

^rttoi    WhenatUatthewuttagS^^l^ 

more  behM  !  S^i^  ^•.^''  *?*  ^o^" 

It  wa«  thnlling  to  hear  the  redtal  of  it.    The  good 
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than  thqr  w«re  mo«i  Srn^  c^  ^l  '"^  ** 
ill Gennu. hand.  a«wnih?'n.^    Airu  u  not 

%hang  »Wt  that  ha/ffi  Sl^^'Tf^ 
!;«*»«  o«i  haltiag-plac  on  Friday  ifcht!*  We^ 

JX'-^s^Ji^irMi'tSirdS 

We  were  drawing  near  to  the  ^ht^^!^TF^S' 

TJ^  ^^f.i^^^'y  *°^  «^^*^  retiring  in  our 
fXti^jte.*^  aftemoon  through  Bruay.CounSy 
joik.there  told  her  of  German  tro<ms  in  Venn«di«ia«d 

tfcf?^  S?l  ^  "^"^-^  ^BethunT«?  S^ 
wan  a  do«en  miles  from  our  billets 

nirltfia"'.^*^  "*^'  'o'^id'ws  at  the  end  of  our 

SS^^t^""*^"^'-  By°«htwewLu^i^' 

Bri?^|^"?»?°  "**  ?**  '^^  *°  »*•  ^^  troop*  onS 
Bntish  Expeditionary  Force  for  weeks  thatVere  to 
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Uogthen  into  montht,  and  months  that  bid  fair  to 
lengthen  into  years  in  tnm. 

Our  first  objective  was  a  village  dose  to  Bethnne. 
Dortag  the  early  morning  our  way  led  through  France's 
BlKk  Country.  Crowds  ol  people  poured  from  the  big 
nctoiy  and  mining  towns  to  watch  oar  pasiii«. 
Chooqnes.  Gonneheim.  Robecq,  and  St.  Venant  wer«  on 
oorline  of  march.  Names  strange  to  us  then,  but  to 
grow  in  time  as  familiar  as  names  of  Midland  towns 
f  ^J^one.  At  Chocques  a  long  cdumn  ol  and  Corps 
infantiy  was  trudging  eastward,  to  be  thrown  into  the 
battle  line  the  next  moning. 

Firing  had  been  heavy  to  the  east  of  us  as  we  had 
pushed  on  northward,  the  roll  of  the  rifles  sounding 
dear  in  the  near  distance.  As  we  lunched  word  came 
that  the  enemy  were  hammering  hard  to  force  our 
infantry  from  Vieille  Chapdle.  and  Conneau's  French 
^valiy  were  prosecuting  a  vigorous  attack  in  the  direc- 
tfoo  of  Laventie.  Cough's  and  Cavalry  DiviaioD  had 
been  fitting  in  front  of  us. 

By  dusk  the  and  Cavalry  Brigade  had  reached  the 
outskirts  of  MerviUe.  Our  orders  were  to  press  on 
tittough  the  Forest  of  Nieppe,  holding  through  the  nisht 
a  line  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  forest. 

I  covered  many  miles  that  day.  I  was  rardy  without 
a  message  to  deliver  to  Divisional  headquarters  or  one  to 
take  back  to  de  Lisle.  Colond  David  Campbdl.  of  the 
oth  Lancers,  arrived  from  England  with  his  wounds 
healed.  I  took  him  from  Merville  to  General  AUenby's 
headquarters  at  St.  Venant.  Returning,  we  sought  to 
fmlow  the  road  Hamihon-Grace  bad  carefully  marked 
on  my  m^,  as  the  Brigade  had  moved  on  into  the 
forest. 

The  French  sddiers  lowered  the  drawbridge  and  we 
nn  through  MerviUe,  the  streets  full  of  Briggs*  ist 
Brigade,  troops  of  French  cavalry  and  French  Terri- 
torials. A  barricade  had  been  thrown  across  the  road 
by  which  we  sought  to  leave  the  town.  Long  aigument 
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prtcedcdiU  removal  to  alUnr  our  pMBMe.  Afewvank 
further  •  «««id  obrtniction  had  bS  0!^*?^ 
edge  of  a  canal  and  the  drawbridge  openS^o  Seed! 
Si^S^Si?*  ^'"^  noo^Sn32Sed^^ 
S^  »•  orders  were  to  allow  no  one  to  pa».  BeridM 
he  add.  the  Gennant  were  juat  beyond.   Indd«taSr' 
hj^uuW  that  rfiould  he  all<m^ banSS?  fS 
palled  down  the  bridge  had  been  10  wedged  aa  to  oreveat 
rt.  .panning  the  canal  until  «»e^SS^  j^SThS 
b^rjlaced     Nothing  remained  bT!?rS2i  ?S 

«Si.S^  ^V^^}^  ^  barricade  to  allow  o^ 
return  to  MervJle,  and  make  a  detour. 

wTTlul  ''^  ^•*™***  ^*  ^^^'^  "^"^  "0M«1  the  canal 
«HT!?lif'''  encountered  Gennan  cavalry  outpoet. 

to  tTLT'  S.*^,^!  ^"^y  haxardouTjroc^ 
If.«!?ft^u'  S^'o'tbeothUncerawaslihot  bvi 
^^^JS"  ^"^  ^™^^  "»»*  nightXg  ^hl 
Sd^l  ?/  "^'^  '"  *T*y  Lieutenant  MontSow. 
u^  ?  ■^''*°**  squadron  of  9th  Uncers.  cam^ 
upon  a  G^an  outpost,  whose  di«»very  at  dghtto 
t«  yards  distance  led  to  a  shan,  exchSge  of  &S^^  to 
wtoch  a  troopttwas  killed  and  MontefiorTreceivS  t^ 

Sf'iii^**  "■  *™-    Withal  I  was  qtSepkasS 
the  road  had  been  so  weU  blocked.  P«asea 

The  night  in  the  wood  was  cold  and  damn      The 

W?iSr^hl^  was  housed  to  a  rndTSitaml^. 

b5SJ  JL  ♦  vll**  '?^A'*'^  *P'^  *bout  the  floor. 

tlJ^SJ  .?*/^  f^'  ^  "^  fr«»  ti»e  long  lane, 
through  the  forest  I  was  off  with  the  General  to  vSS 

theon^ts.    A  dead  Gennan  charger  neily  bLk^ 

SL'^±r**"*l  ^  **°"*  ^"  Bois.^and1£/v^„ 
tned  to  stop  us  to  present  us  with  the  saddle.   OnW 

ISSLS  t^'"^  ?^  *  ^^*^  breakf  JT  wS  SJ 
Sf?  il?  **y  *fe  «8bt  of  peasants  taking  steaks  from 

^i**^*^*^i^*^^^  started  «u^ddSutS 

ai^bS^e^uf  ""^'  ^*  «-^  ^*^ 

The  formation  of  a  Cavahy  Corps,  with  General 
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AU«^  b  oommaad.  WM  ■BDoanced.  General  d«  Uite 
•ttcetMjl  to  the  xtt  Cavdiy  Divisiua  and  anumed  Ut 

!!??**!?  •!?"*•  He  kindly  aAed  ma  to  accompany 

that  I^anged  thaMua  Brigade  flags  on  my  car  forlned 
rSi^"!S  NeyerhadImet.norihaUIevermaat, 
BitaSfc     '      ***^"  than  ware  in  the  and  Cavalry 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Thb  zst  Cavaliy  Divisioo  saw  hard  fightimr  soon  aftn- 

■LHWTien  started  an  action  with  •  »n/i  r^J^^:- i. 
had  for  it.  objectivelS^pT^e  ^f  ll  SaSTand^ 
occy^ofLiUe.  For  five  d^j^  th?  £h?tSi  a 
frontal  atteck  on  La  Bass<e  wC  eJly  fou^^  ^  ^ 
ajort^  The  German,  at  U^TpS^T  cSel  th? 
^^^  naturja  defen«ve  posit^  in^S  I^Sj 
northern  area,  ConsequenUy  Smith-Domen  attemSrf 
L'"3S**i?**^'"«°*  *o  *^  northTirBasS  to 
positwo  from  the  rear.    It  so  far  succeeded  T!^ 

Tbmtt  Mopped,  hard  against  the  main  poatkn^  a 

heavily  reinforced  enemy.  ^^  P««"on  oi  a 

Whfle    Smith-Dorrien's    and    Corp.    was    winnin* 

S5»JUtq»  by  rtep,  between  Uv^anTL  bS 

to^w^Dijentrammg    at    St.    Qmer    and   tamSSr 

^^by*.  Caval^  Coip.,  the  zrt  and  2nd  Cavalrv 
JWoo^  wa.  on  the  left  front  of  Pultency^adJSc? 
and  C«n«m'.  French  Cavalry  on  his  ri^.  the  £S 

t^!  ISf  r^  ^  ***• 'r*°«  ««  «»•  Ly.  from  tt2  S^ 
the  3rd  Coq>.  near  Annentttre.  to  WametoTa^rft 

;^«^  quickly  prov«  to  be  bey^S^"^^ 
the  «aall  f ofce  at  hi.  camuaoTTbt  Cav^fS™ 
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then  became  the  connecting  link  between  Rawlinson's 
4th  Corps  in  front  of  Ypres  and  Pulteney's  3rd  Corps  in 
front  of  Armentiires.  The  thin  line  of  troopers  held 
on  gaUantly  in  the  centre  of  the  British  line,  though 
overwhelmingly  outnumbered  by  the  enemy,  while  the 
German  attacks  on  Haig  and  Rawlinson  at  Ypres  and 
on  Smith-Dorrien  at  La  Bassie  surged  forward  and  back 
m  the  bloodiest  fighting  of  the  war. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  situation  in  Belgium  was  slight. 
We  knew  Antwerp  had  fallen  on  October  9th,  and  that 
RawUnson's  4th  Corps,  consisting  of  Capper's  7th 
Division  and  Byng's  3rd  Cavahy  Division,  having  landed 
at  Zeebrugge  two  or  three  days  before,  were  covering 
the  retirement  of  the  shattered  Belgian  Army  westward 
along  the  coast,  but  that  was  all. 

The  night  of  October  12th  found  us  in  possession 
of  Vieux  Berquin  and  Strazeele  after  an  afternoon  of 
desultory  fighting.  Cough's  2nd  Cavalry  Division  on 
our  left  had  pushed  north  through  Caestre  and  F16tre, 
and  reported  the  Germans  in  Meterm. 

In  mid-afternoon  the  9th  Lancers  moved  from 
Strazeele  towards  Merris  and  came  under  the  enemy's 
riirapnel  fire.  Budworth  was  sent  post-haste  to 
Straxeele  with  two  guns  of  H  Battery  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  German  gunners  from  the  9th.  He 
had  to  guess  at  the  position  of  the  enemy's  guns.  The 
H  Battery  field  pieces  went  into  action  at  the  edge  of 
the  town.  No  socmer  had  thqr  done  so  than  the 
Germans  opened  on  them,  and  after  the  first  few  rounds 
got  the  range  to  perfection.  Budworth  directed  op«a- 
tiOTS  from  behind  a  tree  close  by.  The  shrapnel  burst 
all  about  the  guns.  Of  sixteen  men  serving  them  seven 
were  hit.  Still  they  repUed,  keeping  hard  at  it  until 
dusk.  The  9th  Lancers  took  Merris,  though  they 
retired  in  the  evening  to  the  line  at  Strazeele. 

That  night  an  ambulance  arrived  to  remove  the 
wounded  H  Battery  gunners.  Budworth  went  into  a 
house,  the  only  building  in  the  vicinity  that  was  not  on 
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thoigh  a  piece  of  Si  JS  t^  "  '*''*  °°'  ^'  ^  five. 

of  the  other  four  he  was  virS  -^™  ??^  ,  ^  **»«  recoveiy 
^^con^dertd^ir^^JTi^-    Twoofthei 

A  lump  to  SS^t  ?^^  ^ll**^  "^^^  ^«»d«- 
another  Jit^  ^Tch  w^ds  of  .E^  ^l**^  fr«»  <»«  *o 
Eachof  thefoS^ocSudL^*?  ^*  "^^^  ""»*«• 
hands  had  be«X  a^l^T*^*  P«>»:  f«"«w  whose 

pre«ed  upon  tZ^^^^-ZnTT^""^ 
was  concerned  with  t  V  «»r<.^   request.    Eveiy  man 
get  fit  ta^J^    J^"'^^^  »<*«•  that  he  must 
U  hisfSe?^.  ^jZ^^'t^^r"^  *«  <^'»tp 
to  H  Battery  when  I  amSSV^'  ^i^  *^  *^°"«  »>«<* 
had  to  aslTThe  ^e  dS^eTtheS'J^r V^-  *^ 
morale  of  the  men  of  the  Rn^w        \  ^.^**  »  *^ 
spite  of  the  seveSy  of  ae^'2^.„^°''*  "i^^^y-    '» 
four  pufled  through  aL  I    '^««<*».  each  one  of  the 
see  the  Sy  ^  he^,T^^"?*»  «^  *h«»  lived  to 
semng  ^tJ  llJ  W^'ed"St?^  "  ^^*»"  *»^  "^^^ 

coiSjaffe^hTr'JLl''"^?^' *^«  '3th.  after  a 

Go^s  BrigadiT^et  thte^SlrU*'*  !?^""^- 
over  the  Dicturesnii*  ii^*  ^  extreme  .'-ft  and  swept 

artificial  m^oSd  S  t^e  Wd?w '''h'^  "^«^ 
aM?^^£t^^^J^  'eenng  their  wa^ 
in  ?SSL^"y  ts^^  was  badly  wounded.  left  bdund 

miles  fromnSc  t^lfcif**'  *^*  «»^*^«*  ««»  two 
'«tre  to  Meteren  ran  straight  as  a  die. 
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From  RAtre,  the  Meteren  church  spirejnarked  the  exact 
cjitre  of  the  end  of  the  path  between  the  taU  trees. 
The  kfantiy  attack  on  Meteren.  planned  for  one  o'clock 
was  ddayed  unta  three.  By  that  time  a  drude  which 
had  set  m  early  m  the  afternoon  had  become  a  steady 
downpour.  Our  headquartei-i  v-ere  in  an  inn  bearinc 
|*c  imposing  name  of  the  Estaminet  de  Rouckelooshfle. 
The  dame  who  dispensed  such  cheer  as  could  therein 

wtrl'Sl'Jif  a"^'  J^'^^^^  and  cognac  of  sorts 
were  not  to  be  despised  as  the  cold  mist  settled  down 

blSf^L^T*'^***-  ?wt»%  about,  she  made  no 
bonw  of  distjrbuig  a  conference  of  general  officera. 
pv^ng  a  map  away  to  reach  a  cupboard  as  she  soufffat 
Hi?'^  S""f»  wherewith  to  meet  the  exceptional 
demand.  Her  shnll  voice  rose  high  in  an  altmation 
wer  change  of  English  coin,  drowning  the  low-toned 
worde  in  an  ante-room  that  were  outlining  plans  of 
battle.    Unconsaous  of  her.  the  stem  groupTof  officers 

thoroughly  «agroMed  in  the  grim  business  of  war,  but 
no  more  so  than  the  old  virago  in  her  pursuit  of  nimble 

Keoi  to  see  an  infantiy  charge  at  close  Quarters  I 

w^  on  towards  Meter^.lSrifle  anS^JSl^ 

fire  made  one  long  roU  ahead.    Wounded  men  pasting 

rearwards  m  search  of  a  dressing-station  told  ofTvw? 

Ml  of  a  hdlow  where  the  German  quick-firers  sweot 

A^J^t^^J^  guns  had  been  firing  earUer  in  tL 

day.  but  tiie  mist  dosed  in  and  stopped  tiieir  furtiier 

partiapationm  tile  fight.  The  enemy  iiMeteren  seoS 

to  have  no  guns.   At  least  no  shrapnel  came  our  way 

n«"!?*?  a  resttve  position  as  the  troops  were  moving 

up  tiie  buUets  singing  overhead  in  swaSis.   Rain  and 

mist  made  it  impossible  to  see  far  enough  ahead  to  cet 

f  JT^  i  '^^v*  "^  «*^  0°'  «o  I  ploughed  back  to 
headquarters  through  tiiemud.  ~  «»«  lo 

ho^  ^L^  ^"^  machine^uns  in  the  roofs  of 
nouses,  removing  a  few  tiles  to  allow  just  sufficient 
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at  the  point  o{  ih.  iI^JL       j  Tf*  '''™  ™>  *»li« 

Nearing  the  eskminsi  I  nHlI?*  J     "»*chine.guns, 
him  to  be  CapSf '^^w  * ^!S:„  ^  J??^^  ^ve  «.om 

uncanny  f^  Safl  was  fo^  ^~^  '°",^*d  S^ 

the  9th  ss'c^r't?;  £5*^s:ffrSr?;f^'  *^  ^' 

he  had  recdvarl  a*  A«jt!z_.-    v^  . '"  *^oin  the  wounds 

one  of  the  first  V  C  •«  «#  ♦i..  '  ?  "***  ****"  awarded 
between  the^o  brVh^l  v^SSLTi  J^  ^«»«» 
friends  with  FranciTc^^  E^V  ^  ^'^^^^  «^«»t 
to  see  carried  ba<*  w™I!Ji!S'  *        ,/  '^^  afterwards 

recoverlS^  to  St^  MZiI*T**V"«*^  *« 
to  look  on  his  face  for  th^i^^f  T  *^  ^'^  *^t  I  was 
for  burial  Xr  hf.  ?K-  5  ^*  *™*  "  he  was  prepared 

while'^ilSS^^SS^sSTv'JllL**?'  oneJrJS 
trenches  of  theT^SS^    ^  ^*^*  ""^'^  "  ^^ 

the^SLSSifes^if^r'^'^'  *^«  G^'«^«««-  Surely 
youj.  „^t  one  day  answert^  JeSSeftiS  V^ 
us'^wiSSi'^'JlJ^^^t^^e^htfjKi  was  given 
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started  to  cwnply  with  the  Huns'  demands  when  the  cry 
WW  raised  that  the  British  cavalry  was  approachinTS 
G^^^  ^^^>  stood  not  on  theordSofth^;^ 
niS.?^*  "**  ^^^I  Divisional  Mess  was  formed  thS 
mght  It  consisted  of  the  General ;  Colonel  "  Sally  " 
Home,  of  the  nth  Hussars,  G.S.O.  i ;  Major  Percy 
S^id'^M^*  X5th  Hussars.  G.S.O.  a     CaJSn^cS 

Ro^u^'^n'l'  ^P*^"  Mouse  "Tompkinson.VS 
tiS^'A^^t  ^°^  "  *  polo-player  id  genU«Mn 
%  ..^"t   Provost   Marshal   of   the  DiviS^ 

J^Jt^^'"^.'  **'  ^^  ^°**»  «»««".  the  General's 
a^e^p ;  and  myself .    Not  long  after,  the  m« 

uLa  ^t  T**!?  *9LJ^*  *^^*^°°  of  Captai^  HardrS 

^thl  S^*  ^^^  T  Wednesday,  the  14th.  was  to  take  the 
other  Divisional  motor-cars  in  tow  and  go  by  r«^  to 

tLJZ^^^'  *!:rf ^  ^^**  *^«  G<leral  aSl  hfa 
staff  rode  across  sodden  fields.  My  road  lay  over  the 
Mont  des  Cats  and  past  the  forbidding  monastery  at  its 

JS'v  i  ^""^^  *"  ^*-  J*"  Cappdlalead  of  th^  min 
body  of  our  advance  troops.  The  villagers  gave  tte 
cara  an  enthusiastic  reception.  The^clrmaS  troowT 
SS^ir  *^y»  «^Pation.  had  been  driven  out  an^ 
brfore  by  the  Queen's  Bays.  A  dead  German  ^stZ 
the  main  street  was  the  only  sign  of  the  fiay 

The  advance  squadrons  kept  the  enemy  on  the  move 
headquarters  following  dosebehind.  and  by  ^JSSS 
we  had  cros^  into  Belgium  and  ol^cupieS^D^^??^ 
out  of  which  the  5th  Dragoon  Guards  chased  ^e 

SSSif^^H^J-  AswelearedtheSwHToo^ 
unearthed  a  handsome  Bavarian  boy.  whose  W« 

hidden  m  the  ceUar  of  a  house  near  by.  He  b3d  Sc 
mS?  "^ni*  T  ^"^^  ^'"^^'  **«^°^«d  with  di^Sl- 
caSpa^tig''^""  **  '"^'  ^  "^-^^  «<l'^^ 
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.«?*n  ****  5*^^«»'*  4th  Corps  coming  louth-weit 
S2  I^^    Tompkinson.  took  a  run  towards  Yprer 

r^Ln  '^1,™  ^«^^1'  i«Pr««d  us  that  we  wSe 
on  a  road    where  no  English  had  eone  "  LarivH.^I 

tT^?t!S  ^^^«i«»'^»»«  in^bxSs  sci^^JfTS 

Gennans  had  been  about  aU  day.  said  one  habitant 
Had  he  seen  any  English  troops  ?    Not  S    iJ  W^ 

tion.  and  I  b<«an  to  be  reassured  that  thejth  CorpVwM 
not  afto-  all.  a  phantom  army.  Deciding  to  dWK^ 

?Xt  tS?firr«"  *^*  *^^'    Prtnce  Alexander  of 
lecK  was  the  first  officer  we  met.  and  he  eave  ua  w«rm 

of  them  put  it  with  thF^  S  •  ?   ^^S^*™'    M  one 

^d  quSSly^i'Sj^^'er^eS  J?r?of^;i^^ 
V^e  news  of  heavy  German  forces  heaC^^i 
rrfe.  The  Geraian  army  that  had  faced  Antwl^  was^ 

Territorials!^   T^IZ'^'^^^XTu^T^ 
^  Ithe  Belgians  before  tie?  r^l^^'^t  ^ 

tortc^*st^l"i,!rS  '°°^  ''«''"  ^«  th«  'Current 
r3^*   T?"^*  ^**^  ^*"«  Rumour  and  Madame  oS- 

two  or  three  Corps  from  Antwerp  was  ^  f mmJ 
later,  marching  on  Ostend.  and  tS  v^'dT^?  jJSSS 
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Bnig«^  That  day  or  the  nest  four  new  Cone  had  kit 
BmiMb  for  Couitrai,  and  were  soon  to  be  Sstribiited 
ona  front  from  Tourcoing  through  Menln  to  Ronlan. 
l^Mking  back,  I  can  remember  mmoort  afoot  that 
nigfat  in  Wytachaete  which  forecasted  that  movement 
with  uncanny  accuracy.  But  G.H.Q.  had  no  informa- 
non  in  corroboration  of  those  tales,  as  was  witnesaed  by 
Rawl^son's  orders  four  days  later  to  take  Menin  with 
his  4th  Cops,  unsupported.  No  support  was  available, 
for  Menby,  Pulteney,  and  Smith-Dorrien  had  thdr 
hands  full,  and  Haig  with  his  zst  Corps  did  not  dis- 
cntram  at  St.  Omer  unta  October  loth. 

We  returned  at  a  late  hour  to  Dtanoutre,  whtn  I 
Mtmed  that  the  i8th  Hussars  were  in  Neuve  Eclise. 
Captam  ThackweU  wit^  C  Squadron  of  that  re^ient 
hairag  pushed  on  to  Ploegstecrt.  The  next  morning  I 
took  de  Lisle  to  Neuve  Eglise,  where  the  headquarters 
of  Uie  x8th  and  the  nth  Hussars  were  located/ 

No  word  had  come  from  ThackweU.  Lieutenant  Gore 
Langton.  of  the  i8th  Hussars,  at  the  head  of  a  patrol 
paMcd  Nieppe.  on  the  main  Bailleul-Annentiires  road! 
and  reached  Pont  de  Nieppe.  a  mile  from  Aimenti&ies. 
in  the  middle  of  the  night.  A  smaU  road  came  into  the 
mam  highway  from  the  north.  Along  it  trcops-were 
marching,  lighted  here  and  there  by  flares.  A  barrier 
«rteaded  half-way  across  the  street.  The  patrol  halted 
S?*ff  *'•,  ^  *'°0P«  dismounted  and  walked  towards 
the  files  of  soldiers  tramping  past.  "  Are  you  infantry  ?  " 
heaaked  of  a  dark  fonu  standing  by  the  barricade. 
*ff"*  towards  him  in  the  drizzle  the  man  he  had 

^-S^lTli/SlJT^"'  *°'  ^"""^^  ^'«'«>^' 

«ii*J?*^^*™f?.**®*'*^'    The  passing  troops  were 
lil«i  of  German  soldiers  bound  for  Armentiires. 

The  trooper  threw  his  rifle  forward  until  the  muztle 
stoost  touched  the  German's  body,  and  pulled  the 
trigger.  An  uproar  followed.  Leaping  into  the  saddle, 
the  trooper  and  his  feUows  put  spurs  in  deep  and  tore 

300 


MONS  TO  YPRES. 

taUitbfliidethan.  Hag,  ping.  ping,  came  others,  cIomt 
ttm.  One  found  iU  mark,  and  a  riderleM  hone  iped  on 
m^  the  patre.  The  acattering  shots  meiged  into  a 
tnatlade,  but  the  troopers  were  weU  away,  and  not 
aaotlwrmM  received  a  scratch.  The  flashes  of  the 
nflcs  behind  died  down.  Sparks  along  the  ^a«/ told  of 
pursuit.  On  q>ed  the  little  band,  German  cavalry  hard 
on  thdr  trail.  Through  Nieppe  they  dashed  at  fuU 
speed,  then  settled  down  to  a  steady  gallop  for  Nenve 
Eghse,  where  they  arrived  safely.  The  Germans  kept  q» 
until  a  few  miles  from  the  town,  at  daybreak  returning 
whence  they  had  come.  A  villager  told  us  that  he  imr 
eight  hundred  of  them  passing,  whkh  gave  us  the  opinion 
that  their  numbers  may  have  been  at  least  one  hundred, 
if  not  two. 

Crowther,  a  and  Brigade  motw-cydist,  was  dimatched 
towards  Ploegsteert  to  find  news  of  Thackwell's 
squadron.  Crowther  was  a  doctor  about  forty  years  oU, 
who  had  been  in  chaige  of  an  asylum  in  Surrey  before 
the  war.  A  brave  da^,  very  useful  as  a  motor-cyclist 
diqwtch  rider.  He  was  instantly  kiUed  by  a  sheU  a  few 
days  lattf  while  carrying  a  message  along  a  road  in 
front  of  the  Ploegsteert  Wood.  In  his  quest  for  Thack- 
weU  that  morning  he  rode  to  the  village  of  Romarin.  on 
the  way  to  Nieppe.  As  he  could  see  no  one  of  whom  to 
a«  a  question,  he  headed  his  motor-bicyde  towards 
i.i*!?**"  P**<^  «*  J'"'  behind  a  street  barricade,  and 
[eftits  engine  running  while  he  started  to  pull  down  the 
barrier.  He  had  worked  at  the  pile  of  stone  and  earth 
but  a  short  time  when  he  descried  a  trio  of  German 
trooperaahead.  They  had  not  caught  sight  of  Crowther. 
One  hundred  yards  away  thqr  dismounted,  and 
cautfously  crept  forward  along  the  walls  of  the  houses 
apparmtly  trying  to  k>cate  the  sound  of  the  motor. 
Crowther  jumped  on  the  machine  and  made  oS. 

When  he  returned  without  mws  of  C  Squadron  of  the 
i8th,  some  anxiety  was  fdt  for  ThackweU,  but  kter  in 
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who  had  nuhed  a  ■Sft^Tf/iP^'^f*  wd  huchauifear. 

before.  BoSFriS^2wl.*Ti?^"P«>**»«»^ht 
nn  vJaL     "wcninen  were  shot  throoch  each  Wm 

wwmdedintK  drf^SS^^K**^*?"*  were  to  be  lolled  or 

«nif<»ms  had  hLnM^     I?  ***^  ^*«»'  *»  *he  ejght 
oneragaiiutavraU.       "™"  **»".  »M  «d«d  hn 
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Mha^  After  •  ftniaU  oo  the  floor,  during  which  eMh 

lif  ?*  .J*?''  JohMon  up,"  Mid  a  trooper  m  he 
nuned  .braird  eye.  "  end  111  hit  him  a  crSwith  th^ 
butt  if  be  tries  any  more  of  it." 

At  the  words  the  prostrate  man's  eyes  opened.  He 
gve  a  start  and  yeUed.  "  You  bloLin^!«Jr«  J 
2«iglrt  you  were  dirty  Deutschers  I    Why  donri;ou 

(tog  out  who  you  are  before  you  puU  a  feUer's  1«  oflf?  " 
T^.  catchmg  sight  of  the  oflicer.  "  PawdoJ^.  i 
come  in  here  cause  I  saw  some  'Uns  comin'  uo  the 
wid  i  IS  .^*  *^"*'  f^  ^**"''  ''^^  "o  rifle™ so  I 
^1  'uS 'asliTe  P '?"  "-  '  *^  ^-'  "'  *^*  ^^ 

«,^*/*^*!***u  **f^  ^^  ^*^^^  heartily,  while  his 
•quad  took  stock  of  sundry  bruises  and  a  tc^  haVind 
there  m  tunic  or  breeches.  "It  would  have  served 
iSi'*^  y«2«.fdl«-."  growled  an  old  non<LT^  tf 

;«U?s£'Jii"  ^""  '"^  ""* '"  ^~'  »>«*  yo« 

wS;^^*""*^^'  ?'!?*'  '7th.  until  the  foUowing 

steert  Wood,  facing  the  German  position  on  the  I^ 
The  cavahy  fought  dismounted,  and  were  not  to  see 
fS*^.  o??**'  !S  for  many  and  many  a  long  month. 
Jt  K,  !  *"«"Pt«*  to  force  a  crossing  of  the  river. 
UnaWe  to  do  that,  we  held  the  enei^ttenUoo  oo^ 
LvBfroot  whUe  the  infantry  pressed  north  from  Aimcn- 
tieres  oo  the  further  bank.  Houplines  feU  to  the  «d 
Coips,  but  Frelinghien,  the  next  point  to  be  takoi 
rmjamedmGennan  hands,  in  spite  of  repeated  attacks! 
Once  or  twice  our  mfantiy  penetrated  the  town,  but 
were  always  compelled  to  retire  to  a  position  in  front 

Our  cavalry  attacks  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  and 
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^'^^StSt.'^  ^"y  "  Sunday  «d  Monday 
ue  Inception  of  a  Goaun  attack  on  oar  frt   tmhSh 

wiJiSvl^A**^,  th.  lath^nStSr  BrjIS? 
Wednesday  found  tlw  infantry  east  of  tlM  Lv?iSn 

"vjotence.    On  Wedneeday  moniinf  tlie  enemy  hada 

Rjnninf  witli  the  General  and  Colonel  Home  e^rhr 
A  ii!^*^"n**.^r»  »•  thatle  WM  to  a  to^ 

inthe  coitre  of  the  road  until  the  car^£^^ 

^  to  ♦h^T^i*^*"*^'  ^  GenerallSd  m?S 
hade  to  the  indrtent  Tommy,  and  see  if  he  had  any 

KS^S;f2*w*f*r-    WhenwereachSffi 
«?«ISi'«-  S^'  i?'*  ^?  I  J«t  ^w  a  party  of  Gennan 
TJ^  ^y^^  ""^^^  **^  there."  poihtfai  to  Stlv« 
5^>>**d.yard.dirt«,t.    "  SoSTiT&m  Se  ^' 

S^^y'2*..'^yy«»''«K0*n'.  I thought y«»ouS 
toto«r  rir."  HowIdidblei.theladLdwJSS 
nacioas  common  tense.  *^^ 

rJ^o*S?!JiI^  *^  "?"**  ^  **«  J**  <>'»  wayside  im, 
n«to  the  chateau  and  reported  the  proximttTSS 
«ony  patrol  to  the  Colonel  of  tiw  Ea^TnLk!^ 

«^  7^°^  headquarters  moved  to  Flo«nteert  to 
watch  the  forcmg  of  the  Lyt.    Briggs's  mOvL™ 

with  one  of  thetf  number,  who  said  they  had  discwerS 

ao4 


MONS  TO  YPRES. 

••*TT»2^?*^^  to  the  tMt  of  in,  1,.. 

5?       "^*  •*  ^^  t»Mttm  edge  of  thiJown 

nmccaiilete  freedom  from  iheU&e.  —'»"«■ 

foitt  Genntn  priionen  maiched  nait     An  b  i  u  r- 
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Odd  little  episodes,  those  "  all-over-in-a-second  "  experi- 
ences. A  quick  brain  and  plenty  of  nerve  worked 
wonders.  Sometimes.  The  majority  of  us,  however 
would  generaUy  have  "  done  it  infinitely  better  "  if  we 
had  had  a  bitmore  time  to  think."  Which,  of  course 
accounted  for  the  success  of  the  flash-in-the-pan 
mmority.  Two  unarmed  men  capturing  four  that  were 
aimed  was  uy  no  means  an  unparalleled  incident. 

The  village  idiot  busied  our  spy  department  for  an 
hour  or  so.  His  antics  were  so  identicaUy  those  of  the 
average  Hun  spy  when  fate  placed  hhn  in  British  hands 
that  the  real  was  definitely  established  as  counterfeit. 
The  Ploegsteert  padre  rescued  the  unfortunate  man  from 
(HIT     Sherlock  Hohnes  contingent." 

The  net  result  of  the  day's  fighting  was  that  the 
Germans  were  pushed  back  to  the  railway  that  ran 
alongfflde  the  Lys  on  our  side  of  it.  We  did  not  take 
the  bridges.  General  de  Lisle  ran  in  the  car  to  General 
Bnip  headquarters  between  Le  Gheer  and  Pont  Rouge. 
An  hour  before,  the  enemy  had  been  there,  and  were 
but  five  hundred  yards  in  front  when  we  called.  Rifle 
fire  was  constant.  I  was  unaware  of  the  proximity  of 
the  enemy  until  a  horse  beside  me  was  struck  in  the 
shoulder  by  a  bullet,  when  I  at  once  assumed  a  humble 
attitude  m  a  ditch  unta  the  General's  departure.  At 
Mulhns  s  headquarters  at  Le  Bizet  we  were  treated  to 
a  sheUing,  so  the  day  was  quite  sufficiently  exciting  to 
smt  the  most  bored  of  onlookers. 

Towards  evening  the  2:2th  Infantry  Brigade  came  up 
from  the  right  and  took  over  part  of  the  line. 

Sunday  morning  the  weather  took  a  slight  turn  for 
the  better.  From  our  headquarters  in  the  Ploegsteert 
chiteau  we  ran  to  Messines  and  caUed  on  General  Gough 
His  troops  had  gained  a  foothold  in  Wameton.  Opera- 
tion  orders  directed  Gough  to  watch  the  point  of  the 
»ivancing  German  cdumn  coining  south-sast  from  the 
Roulers-Courtrai  r^on  and  give  it  a  check.  This 
advance  was  reported  to  have  reached  America,  a 
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son's  4th  Corps  wL^liJ^.^  °'  Ypres.    Rawlin. 

'---dthe2^^1feS?h'**^^  Rawlinson'. 

GeSS?  dm:?s tj^LS'  f  "*«-  -  Messines. ' 
fonning  on  the  firitiMh  ZT^^.  "^^  ^"  t^t  day 

Nieuport  and  th^e  ia     ^  wL^n    ^""^  ^P'«  *« 

task  before  the  Genn«onskLJSoitKP''°''lK°°  "**° 
to  Calais  were  to  wew^^S      *^' °°'^^<«»  ""oad 

'^"iSTstr/^^'^'^^'^es'"*  ^^  ^"^ 
cciSjenlf  hi;'  Sa^^So^:!  *'f  ^'^  '°^  ^*-«°»-  to 
pecond  day  of  wWch  K^^ce&n  i^?^'  °"  *^ 
into  a  hurried  retiremSit  i^^«t?!2  ♦?  ^  transformed 
of  the  Gennan  flood  t^t^^!"*  **'  *^*  °°^*^d  sui«c 
gallantly  and  ivith  such  nfJr^  "^^  "?**"  *«  ^*»«*  w 
the  bK^y  fu:?*'batUe'  r?""  Th  O  '"'^^^  ?° 
unaware  of  the  fresh  G^an  ^"-Q*  ^**  «*>" 

BrusseU.orRawuSSn'saSt^'''?"^*  ^*^*  fr«» 
have  been  ordered  ^  "*"  ^'°*"  ^«»^d  never 

one  o'clock  t?e«^XJ^rh^J*5*^t^Y^.    About 
chateau  tower.    tSTw^  w^^^,?.?,?  *^^  **  the 
one  or  two  close  «S?  Thoi^nh.     *,  *^!  «^**"°^  »»d 
save  to  the  turf.^'  the^ili*^"^^'  *^*^«  <»<»* 
Lloyd's  chargers  ^^  '^^  °"*  *»'  Hardres. 

IrcSrS'll^sreSJ^o^^^^^  {irr.  y  attacked  i. 

Hght.  ASStS.s;^rGr^^issaeraifi^ 
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the  afternoon  w«e^,ZTn  J"*"  **  hand/bSt  a. 

«Wa«.    The  fire  lit  up  the  „!S^i*  ^-1  ^^"'l"**  '^a* 

Morning  brouph*  Tii.  ^  '^"^  ™*^^  around. 
f«««^Ma^Sut^^^„  entertaj^ment  from  the 
ist  Cavalry  Brigadf  c^S  ^f  ♦Tf^t.*'*j°'-  <>'  the 
•'ciock  and  poiSS  ont  f  K  \  **"*  ""^^^"^  at  eight 
A  Belgian  h^°^oW  Ta  f a™  n""^'""  '•:""  *^«  t°^" 
'rtiere  an  enemy  ho^tL  °",  """^  ^^«  ^^  the  Lys 
stone  waU.    The^^\      .^''^  P^^«*  behind  a  stout 

along  rro^'^;rom1)e^emrt.''p^  *^«"cS 

teamed  from  anoSer  ^S*  *°f  """^S^^"  had  been 
covered  that  two  enSnv  m^S"    ^  ''''^P^^  ^ad  dis- 
in  a  clump  of  b^^^t^Z  ^^"^'  ^^^«  "  dug  in  " 
on  the  e^e  ofte'^wtt'^M  1h' ^^^^ 
plamly  visible  from  the  tower  anT^         i!  P®"^*^  ^ere 

A  dozen  romids^w^t  hS^^/.'^^''  ?"  ^""  began, 
the  sky  where  once  tlTsun^l  JST**-'  *^*  P^  of 
m  the  contemplation  of  our  S^TffJl"^-    trapped 
the  mooHat  the  enemy  ^nn^T   mT'I^  '^'S^^*  'or 
officers  acted   as  thoLh^  th^J'  i,  ^  ^f^'  *^o  of  our 
content  with  the  vi^  fLd  Jf  ^^   forgotten.    Not 
where  watchers  ^^T  tc^^^  ^°"  *^?  i°^^  tower, 
climbed  higher.    ^  thf  ^J?i  T  ^^t.   the  two 

round  the  comer  of  The  buS'with  a"h^."*l^^^^^^ 
The  headquartere  horses  IcaSfrSf  hi  *"  ^''  back, 
one  on  three  lees  as  a  i^.*  ^  *"!«  way  and  that 
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Hurried  prq>aration8  wore  OMde  for  the  shiftiBg  oi 
headquarten.  A  quartennaster's  deric  jotUed  the 
meiB  waiters,  who  bumped  into  the  hoqpltal  9tdmfy  in 
turn. 

I  sped  down  the  psth  to  the  lodge  gates  where  a 
woman  had  essayed  that  morning  t«  laundry  my  Unen. 
Our  six  Divisional  motor  drivers  were  bunched  by  their 
cars.  "  Wliat  orders  ?  "  I  queried.  "  We  are  told  to 
take  the  cars  out  at  <Hice."  was  the  reply.  "  Force  the 
lower  gat'  and  go  out  that  way."  I  advised,  and  walked 
towards  with  one  of  the  drivers  to  see  if  the  gate 
could  b'  afied.  We  had  not  taken  thirty  steps  when  a 
smash  bet  %i  us  threw  us  forwards.  A  shell  had  lit  by 
the  gr*  up  #e  had  left., killing  three  of  the  drivers  and 
rendering  one  unconscious  fr(an  the  shock  of  the  con- 
cussion. 

As  I  gatu.  ed  mv  damp  clothing  together  and  climbed 
the  nath  to  ti  *e  ch&teau.a  horse  near  by.hit  by  a  shrapnel 
bursting  overhead,  screamed  with  pain.  Five  or  six 
other  chargers  lay  here  and  there  <m  the  turf.  Stretcher 
parties  hurriedly  gathered  the  wounded  and  bore  them 
swiftly  down  the  hill. 

At  last  the  place  was  cleared  of  men,  horses,  aad  cars. 
Two  of  the  latter  were  well  marked.  A  jagged  sliver 
shattered  a  head-light  oo  my  car,  and  ^)lmters  marked 
one  or  two  <rf  the  pands. 

General  de  Lisle  was  the  last  to  leave.  Wh^  waiting 
for  him,  Cdonel  Ludlow,  the  Divisional  A.A.Q.M.G.,  told 
me  of  a  visit  to  the  kitchen  when  the  first  shell  fell. 
Our  mess  boasted  a  chef,  a  French  scddier.  among  whose 
expoiences  was  a  trip  round  the  world  with  Madame 
Mdba.  The  first  few  shells  had  come  and  prepara- 
tions for  departure  were  proceeding  apace.  The  chef's 
as^tant,  Hawes,  was  hurrying  matters,  or.  at  least, 
advising  baste. 

The  chef  was  seated  on  a  chair,  his  head  bent  low  in 
earnest  preoccupation  as  he  wrestled  with  a  refractory 
puttee,  always  somewhat  of  a  trial  to  his  unfamiliar 
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heavily  as  he  hm^jH^/^'    ^"■••thed  t£e  chef 
at  ha  bKk.  ^      ®""****  *h«  Jatchen  window 

as  he  gathered  himsS  tLtW    JSS*'  T^^ 

everyone  in  the  vSStv  wal  !.**°**»«J  examination  by 
could  be  convS^STwaT^ot  f  r!P  '^"«  *»»«  '^^ 
weU  on  the  way  t^aJdlbecl.w "***  "5"'  *'  at  least. 
themess.heh^Sreco^2St**J:^  Fortunately  fo^ 
arouse  his  ire  forTysTo  cSJ  by  dmner-time.  bit  to 
.^w.«ly„ecessa^3;^-^„.the^^^ 

to^he^f  *rS.renX^T;i^e""rt^«  ^^^ 
Be8ideitwasabatteivS2,tV^%**"  headquarters. 
Battery  of  the  Ro55^GaS2:'^S*'''  **»*  3"*  Horse 
the  wiilows  withTud  v^  ^^'  ^*^  ^»*ti«» 
q««ters.  A  cheeiy  wate  fi«  wU^*"^  **  »"•=*»  <^l<*e 

lo^tTalol^^hr'S^  T^r^Sr^  ***-^  «»eve. 
the  continu31r^  ^  a  m^J^ V^^**  ^th 
our  own  guns.  rapid-&is^flif**^i*-    ^'^""X  »hells. 

^ye  U  Wd.  utt<Srb^S^?  *"  '"'^*^  "*«  <»« 

one  who  has  r^^^  J^^  ^*  TP'^"""°"  °* 
the  lath  Brigade  senta  m  J?  ,  ?**  ™  command  of 
front  of  Ho^^lS  S?^th  "^  ^"^  "^PP^  h. 
his  aid.  iSSSS;  rtrelm  J  i**  ?"^" '^^^^  »«t  to 
sawCi^ain^SS^;^?^*'^^-   ^^  one  of  th«tt  I 
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i?^  ^  ^^  headquarten  the  Queen's  Bay.  pasMd  me 
2^;^' J«i«mottnt  not  far  beyond  and  gSinto  thJ 

shouted.     Do  you  know.   President,  who  is  on  our 

,  J'.  J^  t"*^*"!'  "  "  »*  ^«"*  «>«»«  o'  Gonghie's 
!2:     V^  ^^'  "  *^  L**'  Guards  are  caUedwM  a 

G^T    '**^"*  ""**•  "P  ^°"  *^*  "*  and  anJSf J 

anSSf '.?v*^*" *^' "  ^^*'  ^  '^<««»»t  •<» ' "  Then. 

Not  I.  Don't  take  nyy  word  for  it.  I  heard  someone 

Captam  tore  ofE  at  a  gallop.  "«m««on  tne 

♦K^  ^^^^  ¥**  ^  '^^  despatched  with  a  mesaace  to 
the  ^teau    As  I  arrived  three  horsemen  pSfffp  a? 

^ount  without  asMstance.   After  he  had  been  takS 

tTS/'       ^^''••*^*'   His  face  was  a  strange  one 
repi^*  Wallace,  of  the  2nd  Life  Guards."  was  the 

.'  S***^*  "  y**"  mgfaaent  ?  "  I  asked. 
We  were  just  over  there  a  bit."  he  answend  "  but 

''^LSZ^^^  "*•    ^^<^^  weTJTf  pro^* 

Gr^^  L*%  'Ti^  ****  ^«««^  I  »««»ed  that 
^^A^^^^  ^^P^  of  the  9th  had  luckily 

l^fl«S  ^^^    .^^"'»'«K  »  squadnm  across  our 

hSl  ^♦K*°'^  ^"^  "P  *»"*^  »  ~PP«rt,  they 
held  off  the  enemy,  who  were  coming  toSht  for  a 
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XW^*  ^"^  J*"' -«««  left  luul  b^ 

pur  troop,  had  Sla?aSft^^^«^irt««  changed. 

lying  groond  to  pSti«,  n^l^ T^'^P**^ ^^• 
ttKk.  ff^ncas  prqwed  for  ju«t  such  an 

we  lad  been  sheUeS  \£? ISS,^***?'  ?*  <rf  which 
«x»  to  be  completed  wL^^*  '**  <J«va«tation. 
%ht  the  dan^gSI^;  r^k^  SfS^-  By  candle- 
distorted  t^ed  lronw«*  ^H  ^^^^"^  "^"^^ 
grotesquely.  General  M,35i„.^*!,  ?«»**  "heU-hoIea 
cMt^S  as  head?Se^'S^*rJ,»»?  ft-ff  «««d  the 
out  of  it  at  daybrMjT  ^  *'  ^"*  '^««  *«U«i 

Jus  guns  had  enabled  us  to  hSd  «r  kS  ^?nd-gunner 
them  we  would  have  lort  Onr?l5"*'  ^^""^  '^♦^out 
ledge.  McCarthy  ?ib^-  ^^\^^^'  *<»  »y  know- 

-^B^^.^4rr5°o^^*^-^^^^ 

A  cold  wet  night  had  b^  fXS^^b^^TS  ***  *''^»- 
at  dawn  on  the  Ploees^  ^-  ^  *-^'*°^  a«ack 
succeeded  in  thrurtK  JSi^f^^^^^"'    The  Gennans 

them  Le  Gheer™74J^cJ  Th.*^.  *'''"'  *^'  «*^« 
but  before  the  mi^e  S?S  ?  *  Plo«gsteert  Wood. 
Tommies.   sopiSSS   Jl  ^k  "*?°°  *^«  Inniskillin; 

troopers. had SeSrtheL^bS  ^d^in^^^^^^ 
^  straightened  the  to»e^'       '  "*  °®*^  Parlance. 

daJ^pSS:^^e^;s::jj3%^^  "°^v^  - 

SS^'ThatX-^^?^^^ 
berating  aSh^  "th«  ^?  a*«»«Vbere.  and  a  wST 
^  •    "**"  **  **»«  «>»nd  echoed.  1«^ 
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waves,  died  in  the  distance  at  the  tlidi  ■jmmf  tn 
Vmp  akng  throogh  the  ?«r. 

Before  aooo  word  ceme  that  the  Gennani  had  iBoved 
fourbatteries  acroee  the  Lyt  near  Wameton  and  con- 
centiated  a  lai|^e  force  in  front  of  that  town  for  an 
■^  *S  *f?«^«^  .BrfO*'  ""i^  W«  i»t  Brigade,  was 
rmdy.  MoUins  and  his  2nd  Brigade  was  to  be  relieved 
at  once  and  hurried  towards  Messines  as  support.  At 
once  the  guns  were  turned  on  the  German  attacldng 
jorw  and  b«gan  hammering  away  with  increased  vim^ 
It  becune  apparent  as  the  day  wore  on  that  they  had 
arrested  the  threatened  advance.  "«»y«a 

Fifty-fiye  Geman  prisoners,  taken  by  the  Inni*. 
UlUngs  at  Le  Gheer.  were  marched  to  our  chAteau. 
Witn  them  a  dosen  of  our  own  men  were  retaken, 
haiong  been  captured  when  the  enemy  took  Le  Gheer 
a*  daybreak.     The  Hun  prisoners  were  Landwehr  for 
the  most  part,  end  aU  Saxons.    A  few  fint-line  men 
were  among  them.    They  were  of  all  sges,  and  many 
wore  glasses.    A  sober,  serious  group,  drawn  from  a 
very  good  class  of  citizen.     One  told  me  in  French 
he  bad  been  enlisted  eleven  weeks,  and  durinir  the 
previous  seventeen  days  had  marched  250  kilooMtres 
Their  unifonns  were  faded  and  worn.    Amanoffortv' 
a  pair  of  huge  spectacles  over  sad.  patient  eyes,  seemed 
so  muerabte  I  tried  to  cheer  him  with  s«ie  fatuous 
remark  to  the  effect  that  he  was  safer  far  in  an  Eneliah 

G?S:ff°P.!^.?*^*fi^-^«-  EamesUyhesbook 
his  head.     ••  No/'  he  said  with  unmistakaWe  p2nin 

^.u"^'^^  '^^^-  ^  "^^'d  *o  %ht  foTthe 
J!?^?:«°?  i**  *^  **^*"  *>y  "»«  ««ny-  Better  I 
had  bem  killed,  if  need  be."  His  face  was  a  pk^of 
real  suffering.    He  believed  his  cause  was  just 

ist  Cavahy  Division  Headquarters  slept  that  nicht 
m  Nwve  Eghse    We  said  good-bye  to  PkJegsteert.  »ve 
f «r  ituerant  calls,  and  set  our  faces  to^/^  Me^es 
where  gmn  days  awaited  us.    Before  I  went  early  to 
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*>««>,  de  Lille  Mid  to  dm   ••  <^^^  ^  .*. 

C^  with  tlMTlX^ti^  ^*^  !2*P*  **** 

™«ro«r,  Pt«id«t.    I  iS|  SS^i  "^  *°  Jf*n  «•  to- 
«>•  new  o«c«Md  t«k?^ii2?  «»e  c«r  with  a  few  of 

I  retired  to dre^oi m.  m^^T^  ^""*      Whereupon 
"*"  "  ■eething  flame  and  anokcT 


215 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


***> 


I  LP 

I  IJ 

1.25 


■M  |£    12.2 


u 


IM 


1.8 


1.4 


150mm 


y^PPLIED^  ir\/HGE .  Inc 

leSSEMMamStTMl 
^  Roctmmm,  NY  14600  USA 
Phone:  716/482-0300 
Fax:  716088-5060 


e  1M3.  Ahum  inwg*,  me..  M  ngMi  RmwvM 


'<^ 


►<^ 


,^ 


igp 


WITH    FRENCH. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

W^LE  the  fighting  at  Ploegsteert  was  growing  daily 

fi^ni?  o     ""fli'^''!*  P'*^'"8  hard  on  our  Unes  J 
lew  miles  away  at  Messines. 

1st  Ca^r??^'  .^'*?^^?'"^'  ^^  ^hole  of  the 
i?w?^7  Division  left  Ploegsteert  to  the  defence 
of  Wilson's  4th  Division.  The  Cavalty,  with  Ae 
fnS!^""  ^"^^^"  °^  '^^  Lahore  Di>SJion  of  Se 
i«rJ^  ^^  '"  support,  was  assigned  the  task  of 
holding  the  comer  of.  the  line  t^at  swung  round 
M^mes,  where  eveor  day  for  a  week  and  a  half  iSS 
sanguinaiy  battle,  culminating  in  the  capture  bv  the 
enemy  of  the  Messines-Wytechaete  Sge^  and  the 
consequent  evacuation  of  Messines  on  November  ,st 
in  mJf!Jn?^^  of  continual  fighting  against  great  odds 

was  t?f^l  H';k°"^  '"'i**^  '^''  "'  CavalSr  Division 
r!t»L  •  ?  ?*"  magnificent  qualities  of  the  British 
Cavalry  were  to  be  tried  to  the  utmost  Tried  in  the 
fire  thqr  were  with  a  vengeance,  and  never  for  a 
moment  found  wanting. 

The  closing  days  of  October  were  well-nieh  the 
Woodiest  the  world  has  ever  seen.  On  the  fof  rigS? 
?«^«nrt^^!r  'K^r  Maud'huy  at  Arras  held  5r 
Si^J'  ^^Von  Buelow  in  the  hidest  battle  fought 
Sw^""'?^/?*^^-  Smith-DornWs 
BalS7^-^"^i^  ^^*'  """^  *>"rfed  back  by  the 
ncwTn^nth?;  ^y^of^wful  fighting,  but  held  its 
new  hne  in  the  face  of  hammering  of  a  sort  of  which 

In^  f  ^°"'  ^.".^  **^  Aisne  had  never  Si^^ 
Ar^  fiitiT""!"^  ''^^  Ploegsteert  the  Germans 
threw    Battalion    after   Battalion    in    overwhelming 

S^vf^K  T  ""'^i  J°^  '"^  of  the  mS 
SI?  ^11  1?  *  ^^'*''i  ^"^  ^^  Antwerp  Army,  on  the 
coast,  all  but  crumpled  up  the  poor  ^:mnante  of  Se 
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Belgians,  saved  from  utter  destruction  by  the  guns  of 

the  ^ng  of  the  canalised  Yser.  To  the^^nth  ^ 
Stv?*JP*"l*'  ^«™"de,  Admiral  Ronarc'h  and  his 
5SSh„««1  •  "v"""  "^r  ^Shting  that  was  almost 
supwhuman  m  its  mtensity  and  persistence.     The 

««^f  n  J!l*'  i?  S®"^*™  re-entrant  was  held  by 
part  of  Dubois'  9th  French  Corps,  the  tale  of  whos£ 
«sua^bes  in  the  combat  for  Bixschoote  «n  hiS^ 

SiiXS""'*"  ^""*  *"^  °"  '^  "g^t  to  where  de  Lfale 
wlr-.  .  ?1?*^'  ^  to  see  the  greatest  conhict  of  all. 
Haig;s  1st  Corps,  the  7th  Division,  and  the  3rd  Cavalry 
Division  were  to  suffer  casualties  unheard  of  in  the 
history  of  wars. 

Thus  the  battle  oi  those  last  October  days,  over 
SS JlJl  "S  ""'^.n.°^  ^I?"''  "^^  ^'^  unpiileled 
h3fSf1ke™o5r'"r.?^""*"  ^'^P^'  well  towards 
2SL  r?  °^*?*  ''"'  ^'"®'  strove  to  break  the  thin 
nbbon  of  less  than  a  fifth  of  tiieir  number  of  the 

^^^i^IF/^"^'  E"gl^d,and  Belgium  co-operating 
asit  units  of  one  army.  * 

*  JJ*V^  ^^"^  ''^^''"e  *"  *'0"g  *e  line  on  the 

2ri";»,^S^t  fli"°"''"^  ^"'^S*'  '"  Messines,  told 
us  of  an  attack  at  dawn,  vigorously  pressed  and  beaten 
off  with  equal  vigour.  Our  line  Vi,  well  in  front  of 
M^mes    and  the  2nd  Cavaliy  Divison  took  it  on 

ZnSjll.  M°^^^"t''^"'*''P*^'  Hollebeke  to  Klein 
.T„.„5!:  V  1^*"*^  '^'^  brought  from  Armenti^res  of  an 
unsuccessful  enemy  assault  on  that  front,  beginning  at 

ote^^^^i'^*'  "'^^;  *^5'^'  continuing^acoJple 
SLf^  :•  ^  [fif'l^^  *'  «^w"-  Before  night  i<^ 
d«^d  wounded  Germans  lay  in  front  of%ur  line 
De^«en  Le  Touquet  and  St.  Ives. 

An  estaminet  on  the  road  from  Wulverghem  to 
Messin«,  about  a  mile  from  tiie  latter  town,  wsS  chosen 
M  Divisional  headquarters.  The  ist  Connaught 
R*ng««,  part  of  Egerton's  Ferozepore  Brigade,  JIre 
set  digging  reserve  trenches  not  far  from  the  inn. 
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SSrlch'L'tjly  S,"  t'haf"^''^  '-  ^  the  shell- 
town.    He  saw  it     Wh!u  i."'^™'"^  »"  ^he  ill-feted 

shclllitonorsic^^on^WlLr  '■"  '^^  «l»*^  a 
"t  Cavalryr  Brigade     I  s^v^/?'J"^<>f  the 

tnals.  "*"t  added  to  a  motor  driver's 

t^^'^^^^st^'^^^^^  bu«t  all  about. 

M^  conveniently  avaiffi  L^L^T^^^'"''  «>v<» 
to  find  a  shell  splinter  SeS^/^i'?-   "«  ^w  likely 
anatomy  as  a  reminder  of  t2ePo^«»  ^"»«  !»«  of  h,^ 
howitzej^  in  considerable  numb^*'?'^'  °^  ^^^an 
town.     General  Briggs  w.^"  hnS  r^^'^  ^«  «»  tht 
«n  succession,  final^  r^inS!  !**  ^™'"  ^hree  houses 
peace  and  quiet     The^n  ^  .*°  *  **"ar  to  obSn 
gunners  folTow«I  Bn^dTie^?  '"  ^^'^^  ^^^  G<S 
to  another  could  no?fatt  hSfcr  ^"^^  ^"'^  P^^^ 
Towards  dusk  1  h^A      ^    ^"*^  to  coincidence 

l^oundthefert^^^^^rote'ToJ^^X^^^^^  ' 
«  front,  or  in  restive  beWnd  we^  i '"  '***=  *««<=»»« 
A  loo«;  bull  and  an  «»caS  r^^  ^^"^  ^^O^  c'ose. 
marked  attention.  ThTffi?  w."*7  '^*^'*  attracting 
<?nary  apparently  tndng  to  fi^H  •J''^'^^  *"d  thi 
also  m  seareh  of  fo<2^  &  %^^^,  '^  home,  perfiaps 

^•-de^SSr^ftrth:  4Ceth^  ---  near  a 
J^  as  good  as  any  other  i^Slf^w'*^  ^^  concurred 
Its  good  fortune  during  thL  31  -^  « '^''^  '^e  car. 
;:^vered.  Another  feadSLt^'  '"  *'«^*'"«»  "^ver 
occupants  continuing  toX^c^  °^  ^ent  by,  its 
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road  to  Calais  had  begun  in  earnest.  ^  * 

.u^A     '";*^'?:»*i"g  situation  in  front  of  Ypres  so  over 

Wyt^aete  an^d  '^iJ^H^.J^T^^  2Z\^^Ul 
2Jrt  of  the  wav  were  crowded  with  tall  Indians  eaA 
group  sjmouncfed  by  its  quou  of  adiSJlng  SSSi^.'^ 
General  Haig's  and  General  Rawlinson's  HmH 
ffi^^T**  »"  Ypres.  and  the  s^^^the  ^^t 
Cloth  Hall  was  full  of  the  flotsam  and  jets^  of  IrSS 

t^Sn;?;*^"'??**"^^^"*^-  Bulfin^atSS 
^:^.f;^''5";?.*^~"«'derable  success.  NearUng"! 

lorwara  by  the  enemy,  and  the  7th  Division  bv  thaf 
time  begmniug  to  feel  the  strain  of  coSS'firfitini 
and  heavy  casualties,  faced  a  strong  SS  ne^  B^/ 
Uujre.     Proceeding  past  Klein  Z^IIebSit^^         . 

fh^SL®^^"  headquarters  not  far  beyond,  Ifound 
the  German  pressure  on  the  HoUebeke  front  wWch 
Byng's  3rd  Cavaliy  Division  had  tak^  over  fmm 
Gough,  had  been  so  staunchly  met  5i?  cby  JSr^ 
that  nothing  had  been  heard  of  it  since  ^  ""'^ 
As  I  passed  Ypres,  long  lines  of  French  infantry 
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rP^fen^dirC^^  ?«  town  to  the 

of  the  famous  FrenST^ih^i^**"*^ '«*  Divisions 
leisurely  to  reheve  tiJe  and^iw  ^  ^^^^  »™Wed  on 
prised  7th  Divisfon  <i"„?d^;^'Sr"'£that  the  hard- 
tts  front  shortened.  """*  **  P^en  aid  and 

vanXStf  obWn^K^L'""''^  ^^  ^o"f"«««  and 
on  Saturday,  thralfh^?"*'®" '^ 'etum  to  Ypres 
said  his  bri^de  y^%J^'"^  Messines.  Mufi^: 

enemy  to  break  througrfo  3^?*!^°  ""^''"Pt^  ^  the 
night  before,  and  Se  ot£r  -f  ^T'  ?"**  *'  seven  the 
At  Haig.3  h<;adq2aJte«  Buifin-    SlS  R  ^^^^  ™°™'"g 
?(the  daypre^^  M^dtlh.    "^^^  '""^^ 
Six  hundred  German  SS.  ,  n^^'P^^^n^d, 
i.SOO  German  dead.  and^SiTrSif  n/.u"^^"'"^  ^th 
from  an  isolated  petition  we«l™^^^  Cameronians 
;;cto,y.     Little  iCs  to  ^JTts  o?"5  ^^  ^""'^^  ^^  ^^ 
tfiat  the  new  French  SoJSSe^  ^H^**^?  *«^^o^«i 
Roulers  road  and  the  ^SXiS^fi^'^*''"^^  «"  the 
with  severe  losses,  to  Se  weTof  ^"f  P"'^*'^  ^^' 
the   soon-to-be-fainouT  PoSlon  m  *'l^"^  and  Past 

'"?^*^h°S*!"l;"'-^^3t^  "^'""^^ 

TTie^^'^k":^,^  1°  ^r  5-V^  its  first  shell 
martial  visitors.  littTefcjfrfl?^^  "*^  -^^  ^^' 
^^X^  visit  everyhomi^  devastation  that 

^»^  as  we  ^pflhTurfTwtf  I**"  o"""  "^tum  home- 
chaotic  Indian'^^s^^St.T"^"*^*"^  "'Sd 
gee  towards  Messin^^  Ha"f,^^f  k°"  ?  *  &«>d 
behind.  "Puncture."  said  I&'  ^^^'''^  *  PopI 
second  sound  caused  dfemay^'!! 'l  c  ^°P '  ^Se 
2fre."  I  groaned,  as  I  re  S'  th.^^.^°^'  another 
the  brake.    Poplpini-ff.^     p„!?*.^'"tch  and  apphed 

"Jdeedl  Punc&S'^ofa^sinfcoSn  ^""^»^ 
plugging  away  at  us  a?  S^  «„ T*  Someone  was 
bullets  camedarmingly  n^  "^^  .  ^he  last  two 

S'ynear.    Pop.pmg-g.gf    Qne 
220 


MONS  TO  YPRES. 

<^^^''^'^^7lmin^fl'''^i''^  "»«*  bullets 
«nge  unharmed  Still  SL^"*^  "^^^^  *«'  »f 
situation,  which  had  fe  alSng^^aSL**'*^ 

had  undeniablvcome  from6wrif}^'hJ}^''  *^°^ 
were  on  our  left  anri  <•  u.,1    e        *  '*     ■*  "*  Germans 

Could  theiS2™^ta«',^^X''SL'^''''»'^- 

W«neton  JSd  bySs^e'"^*""  you  «,  on  the 

Huns  have  taken  McssinM"^^"*   *••>''»  "k 
t^  "•  ""' ''"°"  "  «»"  ""ough."  and  Ha«l«« 

fact  that  ri«e.^hS  ^t^,^  **•  dis<nU«ing 
Consequently  it  ^  tSIS.  "■«"?"  of  «<»  road 

¥»ce?tr.€S«d.?t-r^' 

^^y  they  didn't  get  one  of  y<S"         ^^^"'^^"tesee 
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funSir  L  I  *  *?<*»««.  who  felt  the  chill  daraoof 
Flanders  keenly.  Casual  fighting  was  the  oS^S 
^y,  no  g«at  change  taki^ng  pfacrS/b^tS^^f^ 

Ce^^ltfrfi^^w*"''  "^^r^  ''*  t>aptism  of 
SS  ^r    ?i,.  We  passed  through  n<Jt  many 

*iJ«^\SE}^1  Sadlir-Jackson  of  the  oth  Lancers 
Signals  officer  of  the  Cavahy  Corns  inM2S««f^J 

fiefd  tef^^"".  '"  »^M"-ti^o'frGern2: 
Muiii?2P***^     ""  men  had  rii  it  thiouAAe 

JSiS  is?  ?f"^«  '"^p^'  ^^  scve^dTS  iSS; 

'^Th^rl-^**''^"  8*^  it  up  as  a  bad  job. 

mat  afternoon  at  three  o'clock  a  bip  forwawi  «/«,- 
ment  along  the  whole  line  was  onlered    W^TZ 
pivot  at  Messines.  and  were  to hSdSe  trencA^^ 
?rS'rl^n^^?  ""^^^  InniskilliS^'STh^sTn^ 

the  left  HiV Jf«^  ♦k  •     J     "**  7th  Division,  next  to 
?-!:  r  i^^.  ^  «pres-Menin  road.     Kruiseik   woll  ;» 

^^j?»  wS^"«  *'  enemy  ^  O^  edge 

222 


MONS  TO  YPRES. 

Hne  to  .d«UKe  ^^A^^£Z^ 
thinff  had  eone  aumr  •  k..«.  - ^     ...  V    *  knew  aome> 

did  5.  k.Sft^'Sl.i  tekt  JhloS'S?*  "^^ 

b.dhdeTttelin^'li'l.'b'Sfw^'^'r^  ">^  ' 
the  7th  Cvalo-  Bri^e  ""'  """•""•tt.'k  by 

On  the  30th  it  was  to  spread  to  M^^iir^'- 

se«nedwe,J^„ighi™^^^^^^^ 
inp.1?;SStL^nJ;;conflic,  seen^ed  tTe^ 

cleared  of  iiAaSSJ?     On.  *°'^'  '''"**  *****  »»een 
village  had  Mrfer^?„«^"*  f^"**"'  toW  roe  the 

again  in  the^^e^enS      iV  ^^^^^^^ 
twentieth  bid  fair  to  S^*.   Jts  demohUon   in  the 
u/kjil^    v.      :    ?  ecapse  its  former  woes 
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SL^r^  -^  J  loitering   is   demonstrated  a  hundnJt 

SSdS^aSSr  tI  •  ^*  *"^V^  **^^«fr  ingenuity 
guwesshells.  Tis  just  as  well  to  leave  it  to  tfim^^ 
A  A?*P  *PP«>*ch  trench  in  front  of  Messines  eSbled 
Ae  change  o?  troops  in  the  front  Une  to  bTeScSd 
With  but  veiy  few  casualties     Th^  t,^^    r  ^"**^« 

»r  Deyond.    Shells  often  came  near  onc»  «»f*i««  lu 

«»««™  sky  grew  omlnoudy  black.    The  £d  fcSj 
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.  In  the  tSSS^K  Jv^^S^'S:^  ^, 
i«nn  on  fire  near  by.  the  «*•»  iJ^T^."*t  night,  a 

h«d  in  the  dXS.  bSS  gSS?.^!!?  "^"f 
%hting  up  the  MniiiJdlL^SSr'*^^'' **»«"• 
bttteffc.  fihind  us  m3e  ^J^^ :^  "^  «"' 
unequalled  nugnifioeJST      W^"*"^  di^hiy  of 

*dKrfning  conJSt     '^^  "^  o^  the  chunA  and  the 

a  «S1k5*  *^y  ^'^  »»^.  "nn»fed  walb  n).e  to 

fo^hi'^witlSlLi^  ^ 

ordeal  it  broS^At  thl^  of  sheU  end  the  fieiy 

Wwkened  J^,l  h^o  of  ^-"^^  *"!*''  *^«  "oK 
*ltar  had  bSn  xS'^d^i.iSf^'^'^ir*  ^h««  thi 
devouied  all  save  SietSTn?*;^*'**"'^  ^ 
fi«««  which  the  fin^  JfSe  iL  S?'.  ^"^  «»™» 
untouched  «  me  fire  had  left  strangely 

Iif^Ch^<S'the~c;r  "S^r^  ^«  »»•««• 
the  side,  made  ^Jal^^^Wt  S?!^*  "?"  ^^ 
intact,  unharmed.  No  .teaU^J?!^' *' **««*>«* 
existed  in  its  normal  fo^  „Sl  thS^f*  "»  the  nrfn. 

A  few  townsfoTalteS^I^^'  *^*^ 
collect  beIon^„^7SsS!d  ^  ,^^«  the  town  to 
curious  eyes1^e\SrL3  Sti*^**^^-  Their 
^!!^J^^^^^^<^nJPn:u^  homage, 
stopped  transfixed,  on  rSg^i^Ti^  Jk*  ^^'^^ 
;S^C«>ssing    themseh^.'^S,^;^^;"^ 

a'^S^flK.-he^-^.rSeS^^^^ 
thechurch  'on  tS^te^a^^^^LIS^ 
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Cn,^^So3lutt  STe  clLr  Sht^'k^K^,  Christ  on^ 
that  siu-roundi^  it  Li^Sd^^?^ 

word,   the  Major  characterised  it. 

ancient  chureh       ^^'  ^"'"^  '»  *«  niins  of  the 

UBt  commanding  fi^fc-  ««*  «ye  ««  nused  to 

and^  U^'Ji^^'iiS  ^  ^^  '"S""-  ""* 
one  great  thougk  focussed,  aU-devout,  on 

Plainbr  felt  th"  Mirt^P^S^?!ri?"°«/-  "'«' 
and  Cord  of  Battfe  wh«^^  '  ?*  '''"8  °f  «"«» 

Rfeh..  was  i.srfo'^^ih'af.?,:;^^  *«  ""-•* »'  *« 

thathis'm^Sfuk^ft-ln^lff?'  "*'"  ■««« 

?7^^we«f5Sr^,-^"5- 

thing  about  that  hJc  The  l^l""??^/  ^"^ 
trench  just  in/r«,/  of  a  Shed^gS^J^  Ij?  k^^J 
to  cut  throuirh  it  n«ni  «?V^u  f^  *®^  W*  had 
we  had  a  K  i^^T  lit  S*^  '^-  ^«  "«*'  »in« 
got  out  of  it  «  wrSme^  1  S^^'^S"^'*  ^.^^ 
but  went  back  into  ST^JI^^w  V  '  -^^^^  °"  ^  it ; 
position."  "*®  **~"**  ^»"«'  as  It  was  a  better 

abL&^G^^^^J^-°"<^«ri^^    Walking  Into 
Uter  dcvelc^t,  l!;?5,et  gKeTth?^^^^ 
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Se^Snt'^*^^SJ„l;S2  ^!„r"'.  version  o, 
over"  had  found  Siree  Ski      .^*"'  »"  "taWng 
the  Tins.   In  h?s  ocaSSbSTotS  ''V''^^  vacated  ly 
major  had  cut  u^^^t  iSf  ™  ^«  inexperiencS 
wire  entonglemen?     CfL^^"'^  *r?"&«J  reserve 
his  way  to  mTke  him^inS^*"'  '"'P'"&  *»«*  «>«* 
fore  treVhJi  not  unna^  S^rTn'ST^";  *'"  ^« 
yarn  went  the  n>uncb?Sn^  J  SSnll'''-    ^he 
unique  proportions,  but  its«^  to^^    ^  **  *^"«* 
;;^e«  there  was  Httle  enll^?  i^eT^luT^o*  Sj^^ 

cougtll'jiitSS^iS^J^s^  '-per.  though  HtUe 
anol^l^^rn^^^^^  »^-'«»  ^u^estion  of 

the  trenchlaS^t  Tll^  !!!*1  *"^  ^^^^  ^^r 
him.  and  ouVmST  punwedThuS  *.'  •^^I'^^u  ""^^^  missed 
Huns  in  quick  tiii???^.^"^^'' l"'°*e»^ntu^ 
Germans  lay  d«Sd  a  few  ^,^1?^  '?°*'*  ^^  »  *««« 
the  accun«/of^ur  fire     ^^"^  *"  '^"^  ^  ^^'^ness  to 

DomeVon  £^^6^? n^?  r  r""*  *<>  Smith- 
Smith.DorrienVhSdQui?«^''A^^  ^  "^.^^  Lisle  to 
La  Bass^  U„e  0?Se^S^t'„5i?^"'  .^"^  the 
contingent  attemnf-nlt  "*  newly-arrived  Indian 
which  IS  SnTken  KvS^'"'*  °^  ^'"^e  ChapS? 
The  Indki^i:^  SlCV'lf "i^  ^l  *»y  before 
The  andota^S^riSd^l?*?^^  '^^  *«  fi«t  time. 
Sikhs  bo«l£'tt^?  ArwSk'"'?2?o.3\^,i?S 

Jfe-^^-antm^-- 
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•he'^^.'^dtlSi.S^iS^r^-    ^'y Potato 

SL^T'"''.'"  ''"'«'  »<"Wght.      Asked  whv  h! 

Germans  brought   a   counle  nrrrXll-       ^^°°^  .^^ 
nlav  9«-  ♦u^      J    /.     ^-oupie  oi    machine-eruns    into 

h&  f  ?^  ^""^  °^  *  ^^^'^^^t.  snowing  dowh  Se  bS 

^^.^.■:.rdL"*-r'j'?^"g 

^««-     Neu™  Chapelle  had    bcCT  ^Sten  "m 
fouSeSn  ^2i,.~""?u"^  '^^^  '^"  fourteen  Z^d 
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prove  succ«rful,  gnd  a  foothold  be  ^^kTSS?*, 

eltect  of  the  British  soldier  save  death  itself     The 

that  Its  performance  ceased  to  cause  wonder    ami 
hardly  attracted  attention.  ^*^'  *"** 

Fighting  became  mechanical.  Men  lost  their 
Identity  as  men  Rank  assumed  le^  im^rtw^^;' 
gtch  atom  fought,  and  fought,  and  fough^ST  to 
fight  became  as  natural  to  the  savaged  Tommv  ^ 
breathing.  No  explanation  will  ever^^  fi?Hin^ 
j«  to  why  the  Germans  did  not  win  through  to  S 
Tune  after  time  they  won  a  hole  in  the  line  bloSS 

hdd  th^n^   L^^  ad>^ncing  enemy,  and  soiJSiow 
iSf  S!?«       Never  had  so  much  killing  been  done. 

TheMenin  road  and  Gheluvelt,  on  the  20th  was 

£L??n  .K^  ^!Le^^-iY  ^«'*'^°  »>«  renewed^'cfa^ 
break  on  the  30th.  The  storm  centre  drifted  our  wiv 
Gough  was  driven  out  of  Hollebeke.  De  Lfate  ^i 
the  4th  Dragoon  Guards  and  i8th  Hussws  to 
.^i;'^*^  *°  ^"'^  ^"S»»'  ^  he  found  help  ^SS«S 
he  had  ?!f  "7  ^^^  ^"  f~"'  °f  St  Etoi,  t?^ 
along  the  line.    Reports  came  of  stubborn  resistance 
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bought  up.  and  the  Kaiser  ^^^tV^""  ***.?  *^" 

In^tedasconsofwoJSdeTwadlte 
•  man  shot  in  the  left  hoiT^  ^'"®*»  almost  to 

f5^«toldm"e  tWs':^^dle^o'thrnecSJ^"  °'  *«^ 
Indians  shield  their  head  hJSi  the^  *"  '^''>'."*^ 
finng  TheBeloochisgorhomewiUt':  '""  ^*»'" 
morning,  inflicting  frigSful  execS  ^,'^^°",*'  *>"« 
determined  attack  execution  and  repelhng  a 

tha^  r^'.;^;S:"adt,''*  ?'**^»  »'  St.  Ives 

by  the  Somersets.    With  Go..«k  i:  .  "**°e  good 

of  reinforcement^  and  Wi£"?\3;  ??fJ^ft  «  need 
nght  barely  able  to  hold  iS  «!?  Division  on  our 
Division  wi  faced  Sth  ali!f  ^'  ^*  "'  Cavalry 
wher*  showers^?  h^tzS^^Jl^^'^  ?  ^'^^'n^^ 

the  G^Si  %^U'i?'h'^"°'  two  houS'old  when 

J«>nt  of  the  MSrSne  ^uite™,'*^'"';/!*^^'  '« 
<*artmg  back  and  forth  S  «u  "'''  **"^^  ^e  seen 
2«ht  Shouted  oS«i  were^£::i'''°""I  *'"  '^^  "ack 
British  trenches.  Th^  )^J1t?7*  °?  the  wind  to  the 
soldiers' voices  h,  loud  n2?h?^?if*'**"«'  ^^  ^ennan 
coh^^nsmoving  fo^lI^iS^"/,?^-  ^old  of  singi„g 

£7?- S  j;:-^^^^^^^  ^On  their 

fnuJual  curve  to  th™sou5,^^i.^'"*  continued  in  a 
holdir^  that  section  o?!SlS?  **"  ^^^^  ^"^'»  ^^es 

i»^£^'thrf^t^k\'a"toS  '^'T.'^y^^' 

57tii  back  into  the  twn  in  ^L^V  *•  **  *»'^"»  *e 
had  been  shelled  aU  nJSt1^^l~"T?«°"-    Messines 

portion  by  overwheliSSg  hS?es  n/"'^  .f«>«rtheir 

«"ng  nordes  of  smgmg  Huns. 
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whose  ranks,  mowed  down,  filled  ud  with  numK-ri« 

SlJn.         nerve-shattenng  roar  of  the  big  howitzer 
wwJS;/T  P"?*=*»»t«d    by  the  dozens  Sf  wkkcd 
whimng  shapnel  that  searched  every  quarter  of  Si 
town,  might  well  have  demoraUse^trSS^'' of  mu'^h 
Jt^^cxpenence  of  the   new  g„n-cult  ^f  mSerl; 

J^J^^^.2^  ^^  P*rt  °f  *he  line  was  a  reserve 
S^y  ?^  '^^  57th  and  a  squadron  of  the  JS 
thr^G^^Sr^th  ^"V^  contingents  wem  iJS 
wiLlS^^[I!?u  T'J  ^'^  bayonet  most  gallantly,  but 

TvJi^^..***^''  ^y  werpowering  numblrs.      ^' 
1  u^'y  European  officer  of  the  Wild's  Rifle,  w». 

Guards'  position  on  the  left.  There  oile  on  2S^ 
^«ia«  dead  blocked  the  way  of  Sli^  who  foffow^' 
after,  never  wavering  until  the  trenches  were  ««n  aS 

The  9th  Lancers  beat  off  the  first  attack  on  .Vo 

XaT  t^Xl**'/  ^*"''™  ***»"'^  behind  thi 
9Ui  and  towards  the  town  on  both  riSit  and  iX 

A.S  SL^"r  ^**"  °^  ^"»  ^«h'  beSS^  a^ght  ^^' 

?eS^^    oS'cl!  S?"*^  *****  ^^1°  ««^«  cSiaS 
oMT.    un  came  the  enemy,  steady  •>  if  »»  »._  j.  . 

raudm  at  e«*  end  of  the  idvaS^  toe^;; 
fo.tt  a^h»m  of  fire  at  eveor  iJ^ySS^E^^ 

-"Sd*re'^o^,h?^,>r^»„«j;^^ 
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Wrf^^tag.  was  won  b«k  by  ,  h«,d..o.h«,d 

By  the  Ume   Grenfell   readKd  the  ta««h   the 
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Germans  had  peppered  the  corporal  and  his  bit  of 
ordnance  untU  the  gun  was  pierced  with  a  dozen 
Mauser  bullets,  six  or  eight  of  which  had  punctured 
ita  water  jacket  and  rendered  it  useless.  Not  long 
afterwards  the  corporal  passed  me  outside  Messine& 
He  was  carrying  the  tripod  of  his  abandoned  gun  and 
almost  wept  as  he  spoke  of  having  to  leave  it,  useless, 
behind  hun  and  in  the  hands  of  the  adjectived 
Germans,  who  had  again  come  on  in  force  to  the 
trench,  not  to  be  denied  by  the  few  of  the  oth  who 
were  left  to  face  them.  The  corporal  was  subsequently 
awarded  a  well-deserved  V.C.  ^ 

De  Lisle  was  worried.  He  left  headquarters  for 
Messines  that  morning  at  an  early  hour.  On  tlie  way 
he  called  on  General  Hunter  Weston,  of  the  nth 
Brigade,  at  Ploegsteert.  Weston  ordered  two  com- 
panies of  InniskiUing  FusUiers  to  be  so  placed  at  once 
U»t  his  line  wpuld  extend  its  left  to  near  Messines. 
ITus  ^ve  de  Lisle  his  own  Division  and  four  Battalions 
of  2nd  Corps  troops  that  arrived  in  Neuve  Eglise 
during  the  night  for  the  defence  of  the  town  and  that 
part  of  the  Messines- Wytschaete  ridge  which  our  line 
covered. 

Reinforcements,  without  which  the  line  could  not 
be  held  much  longer,  were  coming.  Second  Corps 
troops  from  the  south  and  the  French  i6th  Corro 
from  the  north,  with  Conneau's  French  cavalry  as 
well,  were  on  the  way.  The  need  was  sore,  and  their 
prompt  amval  a  matter  of  more  than  life  or  death 

^^  ^t„*?r*^°"  '"'°"  Ploegsteert,  we  tarried  a 
moment  by  McCarthy  and  his  guns.  He  nodded  his 
grizzled  head  when  asked  to  help.  McCarthys  were 
rare  m  any  army  Oh  for  a  dozen  of  him  in  that  war 
ot  guns! 

As  we  came  in  s^ht  of  Messines,  smoke-clouds  rose 
from  every  quarter  of  the  town.  A  dozen  houses  were 
abtaze,  the  flames  leaping  high  in  the  light  breeze. 

bwmgmg  up  to  our  reserve  trenches,  narrow,  deep, 
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pjeped  above  the  leve  of  the  unhuveated  l^  «^ 
Stngghne  Indian,  were  aU  >k^  the  n^mmv  of 

l«TiMy  wourided,  but  holding  on^  „blinS^»^ 
»nd  never  «  groan  to  teU  of  Bs  awMMM^T   »S^ 

coloured  flMT-signals  suspended  from  it.  ^  ^ 

«f  i  TLrr*"^  **°^  i***'^  ^^J*"  f«>m  the  under  wine 
of  a  German  aeroplane  droning  above  ^ 

tei?'^  ^  Blackwood,  attached  to  the  oth  Lancers 
token  past,  shot  through  the  should^.  ^^' 
&«,fdl.  an^ly  bullet-Sole  TnhbtS"  J^ 

own  headquart^inn  aSiirSS!^^  ^^^^  *°  ^'^ 
tiJf  .^^  ^^  *^*  Oxfo«ishire  Yeomaniy  arrived 
that  mommg,  and  went  up  towards  the  froTa  spte^^ 
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looking  lot.  They  were  to  take  their  places  in  action 
with  the  finest  cavalry  in  the  world,  and  to  make  a 
record  of  whidi  the  oldest  veterans  would  be  proud. 

Coal-boxes  began  to  search  the  countrv  round  more 
persistently.  A  dozen  dropped  on  a  ric^e  not  far  on 
the  r^ht  of  our  tstamimt.  They  were  feeling  for 
McCarth/s  guns,  and  coming  close  to  him  at  tunes. 
As  I  was  watching  the  ridge  I  saw  a  w«gon,  loaded 
full  of  men,  women,  and  children,  leave  a  spacious 
farm  and  start  for  the  rear.  A  sharp  flash,  a  great 
Uack  column  rising,  rising,  and  the  double  rumph< 
rumph  of  the  howitzer  shell,  told  of  a  hit  in  the  toad 
in  front  of  the  iiceing  farm  folk.  Two  seconds  later 
another  flash,  again  the  mounting,  twisting  column  of 
black,  right  over  the  wagon.  Out  from  the  shell- 
cloud  galloped  a  horse.  One  or  two  scunying  forms 
dashed  from  the  lane,  and  scattered  like  frightened 
rabbits  over  the  fields.  I  turned  from  the  sight  with 
a  shudder. 

cutter,  clatter  over  the  cobbles,  the  remainder  of 
the  Oxfordshire  Hussars  went  up  at  a  trot 

A  dirty,  cheery,  devil-may-care  motor  cyclist  pulled 
up  with  a  message  from  Briggs'  headquarters  ui  the 
burning  town. 

"How  is  it  up  there?" 

"Absolutely  Woody.- 

But  the  Germans  had  not  won  the  town.  They 
were  in  an  ec^  of  it,  but  there  they  stuck,  eveiy 
sally  thrown  back  at  heavy  cost.  Every  minute  the 
firing  grew  heavier.  More  shells  rained  on  the 
blazing  buildings.  The  rattle  of  small  arms  rose  to 
a  high  continuous  note  and  hung,  piercing  the 
booming  din  of  the  howitzers  and  the  racking  fury 
of  their  bursting  shells.  At  times  the  "coal-boxes" 
burst  so  fast,  it  seemed  a  fierce  thunder-clap  had 
spread  itself  over  minuteswhich  imagination  lengthened 
into  miniature  i^es  of  nerve-tension. 

"Looks  up  there  as  though  most  everyone  is  hit 
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long!"    A  iirin^'nH     ^*^"*«*  Messines.     So 
Into  the  thfcfof  it    "*^  ""^  ^'^  »»«  *»hecl.  stndgh? 

to  W^^JI^h^/SL^;^^^^  l>.cic 

.b^t^n^^^uiront:rWe^^^^  n^  ^^^^ 

empty  limber  that  rattUdlil!^  *? "^  *»>«  of  «n 
of  ammunition     An  t,^,^^      ^^  *  ^"^'^  »«PPly 
««d.  supported   by  h^uhSi?*"  ''^^S^  **°^  «»« 
through  thTshouIdfer     -Onfe  '"•      "«  ^^^   ^ot 
withanattemptTa^mileSrfc^'*^'**'''  »»«  ««id. 
^  New,  reach^  '„J  fiSL*  wSstoS?^^*^  °"- 
Germans  massing  in  ftnnf  «?  2.  V  *^***^<l"*rters  of 
Touquet  for  an  attack  in  foL     5*""»Wen  and  Le 
on  in  Messines  to  allow  eJ^n  J°°  '?"*^**  ^  go^ 
wJ»t  mfeht  tranyii^XwhS;      ^^"'"^  thougSt^ 

the  fou;  win^^      ^'^^'^  ^*"»  ^o-W  scatter  one  to 

'^V^^t^^'^^^^T'^  -nt  slowly 
soberly.  A  coupleTdaw  b^S^^u"*^?"  ^Mowing 
S«ne  up  f«sh  from  ^^b^^^'Se  f^  ho^«*s  had 
"get  into  it"    The  t^L^'    .  Pmners  eager  to 

««» too  ckxw  for  the  S~^f??  "*!  **  enemy  had 
The  9th  UirniTiahS^  **  "^  e««tivel^ 
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SSIS^ISL**!? '•??"«  ^"*«*»»«to^-    Bullets  were 
Colonel   Ludlow   drove   up.     Two  Battalion.  «r 

bmitb-Domen's  hardened   lot    wHI   «,*«*ir  u    v^ 

every  num  of  thenT^  '        '   ^"^   **»^'"«' 

I  chatted  with  Colonel  Campbell  and  Major  Beale. 

back  towards  the  headquarters  es/amm^t.    By  dint  of 
great  persiusion  we  had  induced  the  prooriet^  to 

elder  sister  that  morning.    Thrwoman  hSSif  htS 
I»fs«d    Pat  Armstrong  in  the  road    "Where 

TJe  car  stood  by  the  inn. 
rJlll%'"T'!'?*'  *  ^^^  Maria  sixty  yards  from  us 

S^w^^tSt  ±  p"?'."  thj 'jadway!^'^awK„S 
US  was  mat  one  f  he  asked.  Pat  and  I  Him*^  ♦^ 
h.m  to  reply,  both  laughinras  ^  Wed^ina 
to  criticise  the  other's  estimate.  ^     ^       **"^ 

Before  the  answer,  a  crash  that  beggars  descriotion 
came  without  warning,  sudden  as  a  SdeSSt    A 

leet  from  where  we  were  standing.  isuicca 

hJ^^fy  ^*^'  ?*  ^^^^'^  of  *e  concussion.    Others 
by  me^did  so  and  others,  even  closer,  said  th^  fci? 

My  head  W5W  driven  violentiy  downwards. 
I  jumped  the  roadside  ditA  as  I  rewvered  «„ 
balance  and  ran  for  the  shelter  S  a  il^^i^ 

337 


WITH   FRENCH. 

My  chin  WM  WecSSS-^pSSd  ^lif**  ^-PP^** 

Jtinking  pall  hung  over  the  «to215v^.  J^  "*^''' 
thcroad,  and  all  between       "*'*"*^»  •  wm  acroM 

thiS'bSi'^rSle^^c^.^'j?*'  '^I'*  ^-»  the 

The  hoitte  .howedXi  uSTd^r^ir^'^'^  ^'^^^ 
'WW  torn  away  A  «liy  .  I^'v  't*  e"teni  end 
remained  wh?r^•the^,2ffe^^"i?S^^  frj««.  of  «fte„, 
•  confused  heap  of  dsSS  The  interior  was 

n>ad^7ew*;±'b^5  5;^^^•'  ^'^^  ^oo^  •«  the 

melodraS,  tumblinTSiS^  S*"  •^.  "pl<»'on  in 
ho»we  of  «^  feS.^    "'"'■^  •"**  coUapiing  as  a 

baS%SrthS;^c<S?S.r'*,!*^'«»-    Though 
«to«V,./  was  sev<^l7wS;nded     »««*  «^  of  the 

though  whenKS;  thS  bS"lii£f  "^  "^  ^'"*'^. 
no  chance  of  life  rSne?  hV?ii°?*?  ''^  ^one  and 
for  a  release  fmm  SS^f„"^^S»~»«»»  »et  teeth 
«hape  of  a  kind  bSllet  to^^'tS!^'**^  ?«?!^  «"  the 

Smallnuui  waTone  of  ♦!!?     ^»n«vitable  end. 
cyclists.    No  ^^tai^^^   of  our  motor- 
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in'S^r^^^  ?r*  ****  NK«t  of  the  two  room, 
m  tiie  front  of  the  house  was  empty,  for  the  fir.»  »u^ 

«^*  "^  "^^^  *»*^«  "»««  *»wtant  death   ^ffi 
Home  a^d  Percy  Hambro  were  in  the^W  furth!^ 
room     Both  werr  buried  in  the  fallinT-WrS^ 
dambered  from  the  window  unhurt  afti  X^nt  A«m 
sdm  from  under  a  oile  of  bricks  aSd  mSS  *^  ^"" 

A  chair  Hambro  fuid  adopted  as  his^  stood  In 
the  Ujer  room.  The  exrSion  hurled  it ZehVt£ 
»ir.  AlighUng  on  the  ruined  roof  it  hune  X«i  «?f 
yhntered  rafter,  mute  evidence^/  the  fate^hLTlSd J 
haj^^met  one  who  had  been  its  occupanrafcwmiZS 

Captain  MacFarlane,  of  the  Queen's  Bavs  wa«  ^k- 

Sr^SSLr^'^^^-  AsthVSkffl'JJSSe 
jone  lifted.  MacFarlane  came  from  the  farm  «tc^ 
black  from  head  to  foot.  I  thought  some  new  ft£«  !!r 
JJ-nexplosi^h«,dyed  him.'^^WhXha^^' 

omce  in  the  barn  to  see  what  was  up,"  said  Mac  "I 
cwUdn't  see  a  foot  ahead  of  me  S  the  muS"  .nH 
Sffi  gumpintothecentre  of  that  sU?ki,S"2i,S.t 
K^IoScs^™*^  However. I'm  noneU^TSi 
I  turned  to  my  car.    The  raised  hood  was  uoaA^ 

wnicft  were  wound  a  woman's  bodice  and  odd  hin^e 
fcnunme  headgear.  Jagged  holes  in  AriSsshSli 
7^  ^^  "^  '**'"  ^  '"^  their  A?^,S,JJTS 

Of  toe  startmg  lever  proved  that  it  was  to  be  a  casTof 
«>«»etm,es  not.    I  went  to  the  starting  tondtelnd 
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gave  it  a  swing.    As  I  did  so  I  heard  a  shout  ot 
warning,  and  involuntarily  ducked  r^(id    Qo^ 

SS^rt2l%?^''T?  '•  ^JsW^SwiThX^h.  S 
«me  the  sheU.    I  strained  forward,  bradng  mv^f  for 

of  Sir^lf  i?£/  "^^^  *^'  "^^  half-heartS  e^ 

fcrkHv     N?^*'n  "^  *^'"^  **=  «"gin«  slowly  and 
jertaly.    No  shell  was  near.    Guiltily  I  oeeoed  ufuW 

Pi^said^V-^^^SS^t^ono^^ 

I  moved  my  load  of  brick  to  WulveSenT  vSere  I 
T^^^  of  damage  and  cleaned  thHS  T's^^^d 
the  btoken  hood,  but  otherwise  the  «^s  uSKs 
^uiumpaired    A  mud-guard  was  spST^SlSJd^ 

From  Wulveighem  I  could  hear  the  incessant  din  ot 
the  never-flagging  battle.  ^^      "  °^ 

A  couple  of  German  prisoners  were  brought  back 
Their  uniforms  were  dirty  and  faded,  bmthe  men 

i?  fo^Tlh""^  S'-  One  captive  ^dSeSTd^S 
Mth^J^J^A^^^  *^'S  ^^  aPPeanuice  went  iU 
)S?f^H  ?^-  ^o*^  German  taken  during  the 
^ytold  of  orders  received  direct  from  the  KaScf  t£t 
Ypres  must  be  taken  by  Sunday,  NovemberHt     A 

^fe^t   h^-  I,  ?'  '^^^  .of  eighteen  GerZ 

s^^in'i^LoJt!;;^."*" "  ^'  -^  M--- 

poK,^^l^ri;Sel^''""  ^^'^  *'  ^  ^^ 

h«Sf  "^l^  afternoon  Briggs  reported  the  Germans 

S^ tfst'^sldft-tT  ^  t  ^^r-  while  teTeW 
tZ,sV'fv       u  y*  ***^   '^  Cavaliy  Brfcade.    The 

and  were  withm  half  a  mUe  of  Messines,  Arm  as  a  rock 
On  tiie  left,  toward  Wytschaete,  the  4S  D^n 
Guards  and  the  King's  Own  Yorkiire  L^t  jffiS? 
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"lS2  ofM^'"  '?K^  *^^^^^^"  ^"y  Germans, 
that  iS     Thi?'  r'*'^  ^'^  '^P'y-    "Brave  beggars, 
«^J.     r?^^"lu°^"^  ^^^  '"  a  house  fadnl  the 

w^  our  barricade.  We  saw  the  Germans  start  another 
c^  from  clear  across  the  open.  We^3 II 
few  rounds  ,nto  'em,  and  as  the3rcame  on  wehSSked 
It  for  the  barricade.    When  th^^p^"^e  rou^ 

SJv^  Sr*K?^?  T*^ '    Just  eight!    It  seemed  a 

SSk  of  H  rKP^"?^^' iT^'-  Eight  of 'em  I  Just 
think  of  It  I  Charging  like  as  if  they  was  a  whole 
danjn  army.  I  wouldn't  minded  taki J'  ^  bm  wl 
couIAi't  It  wouldn't  'a  done.  Besides.  Syte/>faJ 
wouldn't    So  we  wiped  'em  off."  ^       ^ 

"But"— he  shook  his  head  sagely  as  he  climhi^ 
aboard  the  ambulance-"  they  m^ i^u?ky  wSSsIf 

T^Tl^JSfed  ^ff'TJ^*  t^oseeL'S^/ej' 
t^  Lr^     l^  °^  ^'^^  P'gs  "P  there,  in  that 
town,  and  they  keep  on  comin'.     Thev  fi^ht  ^tiff 
that  lot-they  fight  damn  stiff! "  ^  ^^'  ^^^' 

T!^^^itu'°^ri^^  -^  hi^^o^i^JeT^  ^ 

mal'^T?^'  '**•  ***»•'?"  ''»»  stormed  by  our  trooos. 
wiui  great  losses  on  our   side   for  th»  Pno,i;.i.  i.  j    ^"^Pt 

much  «  pos.ibl^^^rtSSi-d'rp^iti'e^rto^,^^ 
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•pproached  withoS  o^beiS  .b  AL^.^Ik'^'  »«  «»  they 
On  finding  that  it  was  iSStsJibfe  Jo*^*!!  *««••  whereabogts. 
manner,  we  brought  oar  ^^Sti\lLT\^^  *°*?y  »  *•• 
thvu  clearing  the  oX  *^!LSr.  ^  ***  ^  ®°  *he  viHage. 
forward  with  leM^molS^ri^^^.t"**  enabling  us  to  n^^ 
Still,  even  S2?wX^r«bSi«;'°^V**^'r  "^ 
stt  nned  singly,  and  it  was  wSu  SZ^?1*'^^°"J'«  ^«* »«  ^ 
could  be  defm;d  iS  like  S£  *""*^  before  the  place 

E-«iUh™anisVo?5'a"5ct?tiL.*l:jrt^-3^^^  -« 

After  a  luncheon  of  bread  and  black  coffin  f  k-.  u_* 

STllT  n  .°  °«en  shifted,  de  Lisle  took  the  car  to 

2nd  Bn^f  "^  ^"'f  ***?.  *  *»^^  '^'J*  Mulhns,  whose 

^^^thTd^leS-^^ll^Vh^^^ 

vi^lP^  S«>ttwh  Borderers  and  the  Kin?ro«J 
Yorkshire  Light  Infantry  GenJli  aiu  u  ^  ^^^ 
the  position  Tield  afSl*  <S^^^T^^  ^^ 

'.•k-?Tj^?  "•  »°  ™  to<™  mm'  needs  be  held 

PORT'S:  'S.S^,i£''./^Tr  ^T"™« 

343 


MONS  TO  YPRES. 

»nlJ?7  P^"«  during  the  night,  blowinc  aWv 
an  old  bamcade  behind  which,  lucKii;.  onj  a  c^^J 

To"thTno^'1'f    Neither  of  thenTwHt^'^^P'" 
cai^  fK.T^  ,°^  Messmes  the  London  Scottish 

STrli^n  r^  1°"^  ^.*^  "^^  ^«>"»  «»e  left  S  Se 
4th  Dragoon  Guards  to  the  right  of  the  4th  CaUlrv 
Bngade.  a  part  of  Cough's  2nd  CavalnTDivlS^n  t5^ 
4th  Brigade  consisted  of  the  3rd  Draioon  Sds  the 

wid  the  6tii  Dragoon  Guards  (the  CarabineerS     tS 

M  k'!!!?^^'*^^^"*  ^  °"  ^^  extreme  right  ^t 
o?S^Ji^"^°"^"'^^-    The  keeping  of  3,e  cen^e 

,cf^"  J*""!*?."".  .'°  Wulveighem  we  heard  that  the 

iir1i1,^e  t£?Se"r'^^T*"  hadlSn  shelSd 
near  nooge  that  day,  Generals  Lomax  and  Monro  hein<r 
wounded,  and  half  a  dozen  Staff  officer  kiUedT^J^ 

S.r^'^cSir'"  ^^^"^^  enemy JLeiis  ^"<^ 
oay  was  certainly  a  record    During  the  mominff  i 

'4^rX'?D-^-^''  "f ?^  i^'^^^  alK,ut'sSff"sSL 
oS^?^'  "»*'/?»^s'0"aI  headquarters  should  be  well 
f^m  Ih'T^*'  of  interruption  and  distraction  ofthcS 

STda^^^Te'^"  """^    ^  ''^  ^""^  -  ^»»-  »S?  5 

ist^ti'"*  *"  '"'5"'  °*".  Gheluvelt  had  been  lost  by  the 
fm.«  *r  v"'  *""*  f?«^«*  »>y  *«  2nd,  said  the  new! 

Twice  that  night  I  ran  to  General  Allenbv's  he»d 
2^'"*1???'*  Vierstraat,  and  was  g«SlT4«^" 
by  the  sight  of  long  lines  of  Comieau's  cSS^^JS 
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SstofS&^^rj:^?fK^**^^    A  French 
the  I6th  FVoS  S.S  JJf  o^?"rte«n  Battalions  of 

with  Ton  STSiSS?  ^e^Sj  ^^i  '^  j°^"  ^^ 
on  a  bundle  ofS^'i«T^^^  ^  went  to  sleep 

Could  we  hold  the  line?* 

toST  SL'l^''  °"  ?"i!«^J'>  November  .«. 

n.orii^.?^":rt,*' ,»»";  to  .M«»tae.  this 
ComiaSrfS..  "^  "«"  "»»«  nfeht,"  said  the  Corps 

morning  "-^  It  EwtdV^^Si^Pt^a"' 
the  pressure     Th#.  ^t^A  Jr.'^.^y*?^'*^^  to  reUeve 

^^'^^L^.'^-^'^  colone., 
/'this  General  de  Lisle?"  he  aswlrl     mt      u 

^So^^'  Sk^r  "S^^^f  a»^L^^ 
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Wytschacte  froad^  and  broke  thnnigh.  My  lot  out 
there  have  stood  an  awful  sheffinl^Blacf  mLS^- 
shrapnel,  every  kind  and  sort  of  lell  S^  had!!Sf 
outside  any  trenches,  for  we  had  norSeiSesteT^; 

with  the  bayonet ;  but  they  came  on  thi  tWrf  time  S 
such  numbers  we  could  not  stop  them  aSn     I  kit 

br^'kY^r  ***''*'   ^  ^*'""*"'  S°'  ^«'"  d«  Lisle 

"They  are  right   out  there   a    little  way"   said 

Malcolm,  pointing  beyond  the  chureh  to  Ae'noSh- 

•  rr™  ?*u*""  °^  small-arm  fire  I  thought  he  was 
ngiWnd  that  they  were  "out  there." "SJ  a  ^^ 

The  General  ordered  me  to  push  on  shamlv  H. 
chose  a  lane  by  the  chureh  toTnanSirTo^Sw  Se 
nSfUh^^k  ^^^totheg^>u!,dhe^ 
C^lx^^  and  galloped  across  the  field,  sending 
£  "i"??®  pt»t-haste  to  Neuve  Eglise  to  Wne  uS 
the  good  old  reliable  ist  Cavalry  BrigfdT  No  maftte? 

^JL  ^"u*  f'l'^  ?"*  ^  ^^  fini^ed  that  jobTand 
had  come  back  hot-foot  to  Wulverghem.         ^    ' 

HnSfnf  if  lif*'?™*?-  5*  ^  '■«»nd  a  fair-sized  con- 
tingent  of  die  London  Scottish,  who  had  been  dnV«i 
well  back  bytiie  heavy  shell-fire,  but  were^Si^^^S 
take  a  further  hand  in  the  fray    fheyhad^e^SJj^ 

G«mans  at  close  quarters,  accounting  for  many  of  Se 
enemy  when  they  "  got  in  "  with  the  bayonetSe  ruS 

S^S7^^.Tl""™^'  ?^  unfamiiS^t^'SS,^ 
po«itaon  the  darknws  and  the  awful  storm  i  shell  to 
whidi  they  were  subjected  at  dawn,  had  press<^tiLm 
back  some  distance  from  the  line.  ""P"""***™*" 
They  rallied  like  veterans  when  de  Lisle  called  on 
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breakfast,  sir."     De  Lfa2^«„S?  ™'5L'**^'^  *»«»  no 

plenty  of  breakfasTovS  thTf  nil  '^^  '^'"  ««<» 
look  the  sort  that  i«n«w  *i.  •     "^  '"  front     Thev 

Oxfordshire    vSSnann^    S"  ^"^  »q«adn>ns  of  the 
encmyafSthi^c2^^jh<^™o^^^^^^  Se 

to  de  Lisle.  "The  r«iLli      "*«"!«.  the  Major  said 
dead,  sir.  I'm  aSw?°'°"''  *"^  *«  <>«>«•    ia?>r1Je 

up".jf^-^ht""^'^^  '^  Geneial;  "they  will  show 
'»-"^^?S^taS'^J-'''^«Colo„elisgo„.    i 

wiilS'a'ISXIlltto^S:^  ^  «"d  it 

-Pportt^^^'TLa'aS^A^S^O-^^^^  were  in 
for  most  of  the  dw-  lS\?,?^""^erland  Fusiliew 
nobly.  "^y*  *"d  both  acquitted  themselves 

an^  Vnf G^eS^SSlf,^'^^^^^  Messines 

^owniey.  I  bumped  at  W^JS  "*>  '^e  on  the 
inn  that  had  been^Sr  he! dSu^^  V^  ?*  """ed 
fttthed  past  the  othli^^^-  i"*' beyond  we 
tbe  reserve  trenchwSlS,*^  and  deteniined.  h? 
the  battle  linr^        **"*  ^  soon  to  be  the  front  of 

-^'tSe^pT'Sfe^'S^^'  t  ^••"  -^  stood 
Messines,  the  road  JS^"  "  ^®  ^^tcm  edge  of 
de  Lisle  o,de^"Se  t^?aS'  i^-  ^'e^^t 

to  Mullms'  headquarteis  vS^rl  »   if  *l**°^  'be  slope 
the  day  before.  '    ***"*  ""«  *»d  visited  Brig^ 

That  was  a  warm  corner     T.,r„;«    *u 
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was, a  nervous  business.    I  could  see  thf.  r..«— 

the  dS,^*^'^r?,ssf  r™^  ""^ 

"ing-g-gl  went  the  little  devils     Z,^S.,J"^"?"« ' 

<uidaqufcfc"Hil"f^.  ""P  .*»"««»»  tke  read 
buHet  aS  had  fUd?Ml£r'!K  ^™»«'? '"^  »f  » 
«.  helpingTwrn"^*  SU'^HT^eir^lT  i^ 

c^lZ.^  ^,T'-    ^  r  two  hit  the 
ditch     T»^^j   I  lay  on  my  badt  in  the  damp 

hftthe^'    "'•"*"""=™offi«o„|yhTOhuIIiS 

Ul{*to"S,e°"i!;'¥t 'SOILS'  Geneml  wallced  up  the 
three  tfaw^'  1,^1  "T-ll?  ^!  h»d  heen  ^ 
himy.  *■         jumped  into  the  seat  in  a 

unaware^ou?  dd^v  n?l.^"*"^  '^'^  "P  *^«  ^s*. 

At   last  we  were  off,  anS   soon   bac^Lfely  in 
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NeSS^  ^Sr^*^'*'^  Inn.  o«  the  KeSSdU 

With  a  reddenSg^S^^He  *;'>  ^:?  J*^  ^ 
•pat  out  a  mouthfulof  wS!rf  ,u  "f*  "  ^^  to  speak, 
warn!  his  hand  «  hV^e  ^*"  $~''  ^i!?  h«»dS5 
made  useful  trips  to  Sie^^^f  JZ"".  ''''*  ^*8^ 

he2£?t^  sS^;^t^"^  ^^.^^  become  un- 
tempoL;  hS^„T!X  ***•"  ^S^^  fi«n  a 
endVf  WulvSShoii's  nSn  Jf'^l'^r^^  faced  the 
lntt«tk>n,SLTSS?"^^^^^^  I^Piwdbvsome 
them  in  unusuajJSt<r  iS  w  ^  "?  *"^  «««» 
out  of  the  house  wd  the  W^  wounded  man  was 

down,theroad^^dNeuvJ^E^s^ir^  ^^^ 
2-^t«r  shdl,cn,shiSL^"^^^-^^-,^ 

I>«^i^'J2fDlvSal"^^  Colonel 

work  that  mornSrs^^^in^  S;^^  *i*  k^^S^  P'««  of 
guns  that  were  huriineTdlte  tnS^  ^*  ^^^^^^  °f  0"r 
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morning  and   the  German  gunners  were  searching 
iMdhr  for  them.    The  enemy  were  within  rifle-ianm 
of  the  left  of  our  reserve  line.    Between  the  shelb 
»nj^  "pent  bullets  no  place  held  much  security. 
The  ridge  was   gone.    The   enemy's   success   in 

S!!*Slf  "^  H"*  ^^*5n  ^^  London  Scottish  and 
ge  2nd  Cavalry  Division  could  not  be  gainsaid. 
Molding  on  to  Messmes  meant  a  useless  sacrifice  of 
mens  lives,  for  the  town  had  been  held  only  to  make 
toeridge  secure,  so  at  9.30  de  LUle  ordered  our 
troMM  back  from  the  edge  of  the  town. 

We  had  to  content  ourselves  thenceforth  with 
Holding  our  strong  reserve  line. 

Wytschaete  had  been  captured  by  the  Germans 
when  the  ndge  was  taken.  The  Beloochis  on  the  left 
suffered  heavily  and  fought  like  demons.  A  bam 
along  the  hne  became  a  point  of  vantage.  The 
enemy  drove  the  Indians  from  it  They  rallied, 
charged,  and  retook  the  building,  killing  or  wounding 
evay  German  in  it  * 

The  3rd  Cavaliy  Brigade  reUeved  the  4th  Brigade, 
m  turn  to  be  relieved  by  the  French  troops. 

Wytschaete  that  day  saw  a  charge  of  the  12th 
Lancers,  supported  by  the  3rd  Hussars,  in  which 
scores  of  Germans  were  put  to  the  bayonet 

There,  too,  the  Lincolns  and  Northumberlands  were 
caught  by  a  tornado  of  German  shell,  which  cost  them 
many  casualties. 

The  French  attack,  after  one  abortive  effort,  won 
ttie  town  at  midday,  and  cleared  it  of  the  enemy. 
The  place  was  rendered  untenable  by  howitzer  fire, 
and  once  more  it  was  evacuated  and  a  line  taken  to 
the  west  of  the  town. 

i^^'_i**^  ^®  °^  defence,  since  the  incessant 
bombardment  of  Messines,  Wytschaete,  and  the  lidge 
between  had  won  the  ground  to  the  enemy,  ran  from 
toe  west  of  Wyschaete,  past  a  hill  known  as  HiU  75 
(from  Its  designatkm  on  cur  maps),  to  our  carefully 
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Wood  to  UGlieefTS  .k    '*?  •"'  «•>«  noenteM 

Stairs ■»•« ^^   ""^  "*  «- 
^^sjt  SS  ^ntt,! 

whom  I  rec  giusS^rnmL    d**;!^ "^^^^  oth»S 

Mownes  and  WytsSSb.^*   *****    ^*e    to    «ve 

«^?  «?  dearly  won^"  *"**  ^^^  the  en«ny  to  the 

^'"^"''^•^--^- reported  the  enemy 
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{^jfag  for  attack   at   G^^  a  vUlage  cut  of 
JtUjwnfor  an  hour  or  ic,  and  the  threatened  attack 

M^il'^n.-H'K!:?"'**  •'"  *^  ^  Wulveighem- 
wSkSSL^    **^*..  »«*   "nd   woie  exdting. 

^■^ Tin??'^*^  f.''*^*****-  No  field  WM  free 
fiom^mWature  cellar  or  two  excavated  by  the 

aSHi^  *?^  »hfc:iin|  you,  move  out,"  was 
deliile^  usual  cautten.  flove  out,  Indeed!  LitOe 
would  be  left  to  move  If  a  Black  Maria  came  toolS^ 
Fifty  y»rds  from  where  I  stood  two  great  black  feUmra 
ploughed  the  turf  Yet  notasplintwcamen«r  w^^ 
.A  ™«  to  U  aytte  late  In  the  day,  to  feJSil 

F^L^r^-iJ^^  "*  P*rt  InnuSSSte 
fS?*^**^**^    They  bred  confidence  In  their 

latang  lines.    They  looked  eminently  business-Uke. 

Passing  through  Kemmel  at  dusk  de  Lisle  saw  a 
detMhment  resting  In  the  ditch  at  the  side  of  the  load 
Pulling  up»  he  said :  ^^ 

"  mat  troops  are  these  ? " 

"  London  Scottish,"  came  the  answer. 

"  Is  one  of  your  officers  with  you  ? " 

the  riS'oT'ie'^.^**''*""*  ^**~'^  rose  and  came  to 

"Ah,  Colonel,"  said  the  General,  "you  are  on  the 

3^"*"^    ^  ^^y^  "^^^  y^'  rtg^^t  Is  to 
rdtomi  and  get  some  rest,  is  only  a  couple  of  mfles 

"  On  acain  ? "  said  Malcolm.    "  My  men  have  had 
TO^ee^  for  three  nights,  and  we  have  had  no  rations 

But  before  he  had  finished,  word  had  passed  from 

T^^^  °***"^  ??«  ^  "n«  of  sturdy^ngstm 
that  food,  rest,  and,  bes.  of  all,  the  gathering  of^ 
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J^^*g»«««dto  tte  =h«Be,  were  but  two  ma« 

it  WM  won.  ^  "^^  "***""*»*'•"">«"  before 
Civahy  DM^  i,.H  "«jny/ar  greater.  The  1st 
with  it  suffered  alnSSf  tThSvil*       "^"^  '''«"^ 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

The  Gennans  attacked  the  line  of  the  Ploegsteot  Wood 
c'd  Le  Gheer  violently  on  the  morning  of  Monday, 
November  2nd.  The  detonaticm  of  the  heavy  firii^ 
came  dully  through  the  rain  to  us.  Early  in  the  fore- 
no<ni  the  noise  of  battle  lessened,  the  rain  ceased,  and 
the  sky  brightoied. 

One  who  had  beoi  talking  with  Sir  John  French  told 
of  the  cmversation.  "  The  war  surely  cannot  last  much 
longer,"  he  rq>orted  the  Field-Marshal  to  have  said. 
"  The  butchery  is  too  frightful.  The  losses  in  them- 
sdves  will  stq>  it  sooner  or  later.  The  enemy  cannot 
stand  it  long." 

So  it  musi  have  seemed  to  mie  who  knew  what  price 
the  enemy  had  paid  to  win  the  few  miles  of  ground  he 
had  so  far  won  on  our  froit  in  Flanders. 

The  Germans  were  pressing  luurd  on  our  line  in  front 
of  Wulveighem  to  Hill  75,  west  of  Wytschaete.  and 
north  to  our  po8iti<ms  before  St.  Eloi.  The  sound  of 
the  guns  was  incessant. 

A  cyclist  item  the  xxth  Hussars  passed  our  head- 
quarters on  the  Neuve  Eglise-Kemmd  road  and  told 
me  of  his  regiment,  which  had  been  shelled  out  of  its 
trendies.  A  First  Brip^  a  motor-cyclist  supplemented 
this  information.  A  ^<p  between  our  strong  line  of 
trenches  in  front  of  Wul/eif .  ji  and  Hill  75  led  across 
soft  ground  that  presented  great  difficulties.  To  prepare 
it  for  defence  in  the  sodden  state  of  the  low  levds  wm 
weU^ugh  imposuble.  The  xith  had  beoi  tdd  to  hold 
that  part  of  the  line,  and  had  dug  themselves  in  as  best 
they  could  daring  the  night.  The  Gennan  howitzers 
had  tocn  the  toft  fields  to  bits  in  the  morning,  utterly 
destroying  tiie  trenches.    Half  of  the  xxth  were  hit  or 
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buried,  and  the  remainder  of  the  f^™.  * 

^  to  save  it  from  totS  ^nSSa^*"*  '^^^  ^*^- 

ga2?eS.^T^e?Sel'JST  ^'  the'advantage  thus 
WytscLetl^Se  Ren^^i^*  ^  P"*^  ^^  ^ 
however,  and  <n^  owS^sT^  r^**  T«  ^  »<^i<». 
from  the  and  Comr^S  ^!i  J*^°[^  *»y  »»*«erie^ 
which  the  GtJSS* atS ^'l**^*^* ''"»*  to*^*"^ 
filled  out  in^  o/^w^o?S?*^'^*"^  ?  *«» 
barred  the  way  '  °'^*  *"«^  s™<*e  that 

I>i«nude.  he^Sd.  ^TUd^w^S  S'T?'  ^^  *« 
were  drowned  in  himdrSJ  thS  ""°*^*«*-  Gennans 
the  aU^vdoping  Cd  Ud^  f*^  ''*'*'  «*°^^  in 
wa.  closed  to  tt^H^'  *°^  *^  «««»  route  tooSais 

kL^J^^'SS',,^^-'- .^^^^^^rters  near 
able  for  cars.  G«S  cd^^  S^l!?*  ^°?«  ^  P«»- 
dug  by  the  Blade  MarSVhS.wl^,.'~^  ^  ^^ 
int«vals  aU  about  thSl,^    ''•'"  ^*^  **  fr«l««t 

Jw«f  tS.  Ync^^tX  tLtl?  *^  ^y  »>^-' 
toen  had  droppM  Me  hL^  ^l  °*^  *^*  «»' 
that  village  du3thf rf\^^^  *°**  **»  ^^^  on 
Majesty^n,!SS^^"?/"f^*rf  His  Imperii 
'Without  ho5rSr«e^^th«"?i  ?«^  ««*  nii^ 

Wulveighem-MttSna  roaT  ^'.^^"^^"•rter.  on  the 
•dge  of  Neuve  E^I^b  J^/°°"  «  «»•  "wtcm 
tcnce  to  dear  thf  K^i^  »•«  dyn,^^  ^^ 

thereabouts  As  we^Sf!jS;.?L2.  T  »***2£ 
where  it  had  stood  I?!^     ^^^  ^  **^  that  marked 

in  the  diSTughr^t^'S '^fK*''^  **>«***  s^^ 
thA  tnrJrlt*    '  ^**  *  "aw  the  result  €t(  hi»  tM^Z*r^ 
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the  inscriptbn.  "  The  work  of  a  Gennan  sheU  "    A 
Urgeamo^t  was  advertis«l  to  have  been  p  JSTor  thi 

J^i^^"^.  I"**,***  ***«  ™««d  inn  during  my 
b^^thrown  from  the  field  to  the  ditch  the  even^ 

^J^/n  ^^a^  Division  held  the  Wulvei^hem  line 
i*  ^1^'  l^  ^^V^^^  *"d  Comieau's  Ca^^  the 
Idt  Sff  John  French  had  sent  acommendato^^tdS 
to  de  Lisle's  Command,  asking  us  to  "  hold  ot  "  S 
m«ht  be  a  matt«-  of  daysT^y  hours  bZe  SppJt* 

k!!SSS'    ^***^"^,?''*^^^«»'^as  in  billets,  to 

J:cS!iiec"£^^  *'*  «*  ^^- "  >*«  -^-c: 

Fr2Ji!*i-^*  "^^y  was  young  the  enemy  forced  back  the 

S^^/^'Af '•"'^^  «*°*'*^'  '^^o*  troops  were  beariwr 
the  brunt  of  the  attack,  and  sent  the  istOivaS^BSSdf 

?L**"J^!:^-  French  wounded  littered  tSeWgSSt 
The  ^«ty.fives  were  firing  with  wonderful^S 

r^i1^»P*"u^°f  *»y-  Kemmd  came  in  fH 
IXS^tlS?:^ -^  *^* -^« '^« -^ty  a  m«J 

Foch  attacked  on  Conneau's  left,  hopinir  to  drive  th^ 

Fr«h.  ^^^theyctrSfseen'i^T-lS^^MrS 

f^  '^  •!«»  attack  Messines  from  theiSith^^ 
•njthe  3rd  Anny  troops  do*,  ia  from  the^ 
^^^^  «*f  o*  ««» intensified  in  W   strav 
»W1.  bflgM  dropping  in  three,  and  fours  dS  to  SJ 
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headquarters.  Pieces  from  one  of  them  soattered  th« 
walls  and  ratUed  on  the  tiles  of  the  roT  '**"*'**  **»« 
ahfl  Sf^r^  MiUlins's  headquarters  back  of  Wulver- 
ghem  shells  were  falling  in  even  closer  proximity  Ctae 
Vhnter  came  through  a  window  of  the  cot^^uSS 

i  to  wl^^A  T  'r,^"*t<^y  d-^^ed  him  so  ^Uy 
as  to  wound  his  feehngs  more  than  his    attm^tAH 

staff  bubbled  forth  in  unquenchable  hilarity  at^ 
incident  and  messages  of  moJk  condolenccwS^sh^aSS 
on  iTomby.  a.  though  the  very  war  itself  ^^l^;?;^ 

In  the  midst  of  th^  fun  the  laughter  subsided  abruptiy 
on   the  amval  of    Lieutenant   Chance    of   ^^l 

foot  with  dui  as  though  he  had  rolled  in  a  mud  bath 
I^and  had  be«,  painfully  smashed  by  a  t^nd 

^  to  ™.H-  "^  *^'*P°^  that  he  hi  been  <^- 
peued  to  pull  his  squadron  back  from  the  line  ^Ta 
position  not  far  behind  it.  «»"  me  ime  .o  a 

Chance  was  one  of  the  many  junior  officers  who  were 
m  semor  postticMs  in  those  days  of  heavTcI^ti^ 
H»  squadron  had  been  on  the  right  ol  our  S..1SS 
Cc^eau's  Frenchmen  on  his  left.    His  taS:  w2^ 

5i?^  °!  *?%'°*'  "^^y  «^o^d  that  £5  SSi  w 

jM^^ept  the  day  before.  XMeging  a  deep  tren^Bn^ 
bL  t^rrifi^  ^  .  "?J*  *  bombardmSit  that  had 
bjmterr^c.  A  semor  officer  on  the  left  of  that  positiOT 
*i  k"^^**"  f  „!^*  *^y*^»*  fo^  thirty-five  ff^ 
the  burrtmg  shells  over  Chance's  squadron  fom^  a 
omm  of  fire  that  hid  from  sight'^tr^SLSfu^' 

^^^^\^T^i  twenty-four.  and  then  again  «i<rht 
■toeen.  twenty-four  came  the  Black  MarSk  Itoe 
The  ground  m  front  of  the  trench  was  thr™  uS^aTbv 
a  s«es  of  mines.  Then  dw-.  behind  ST^Si^ne^ 
eight,  suteen.  twenty-four,  until  the  soft  ^roSd  cat^' 
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shells,  till  one  wondered  if  the  supply  was  inexhaustible 
One  of  our  ainnen  reported  that  our  guns  hit  a  German 
battery  twice  sMr$,  and  possibly  three  times.  Our 
g^  mncra  said  the  Huns  did  our  batteries  no  harm,  in 
spite  o<  the  mcessant  shelling. 

A  G.H.Q.  summary  recorded  that  "  the  absence  of 
men  in  the  active  list  from  amongst  the  prisoners 
captured  dunng  the  last  month  is  remarkable,  and 
seems  to  point  to  the  exhaustion  of  that  class.  Between 
the  14th  and  aoth  of  October  7.683  German  prisoners 
have  been  interned  in  France,  excluding  wounded. 
News  from  Russia  continues  to  be  good." 

That  was  the  n^  from  the  outside  world  to  us. 
Our  new«  m  return  was  no  more  or  less  than  that  we 
bad  held  on.  and  darkness  had  come  on  another  day 
of  cmtmual  struggle. 

In  the  night  the  dismounted  French  cavalry  filed 

Pf?  'J*,."*  ^^^  ***^  ^««-  On  one  side  of  the  lane 
little  fellows  trotted  along  in  red  trousers,  light  blue 
tunics,  and  high-peaked  blue  caps  to  match,  armed  with 
Aort  carbma  and  big  sabres  strapped  to  their  backs, 
with  a  great  blanket  roU  atop.  On  the  other  side 
marched  the  orthodox  cuirassiers.  taU  forms  in  dark 
bhie  coats  and  capes,  their  hebnets  cased  in  cloth 
covers. 

With  every  hour  the  enemy  was  to  find  our  thir 
Ime  growing  stronger  and  his  last  chance  of  breaking 
through  on  that  front  fading  away.  The  day  cost  the 
4th  Dragoon  Guards  two  officers  killed  and  two  wounded 
awl  over  thirty  casualties  among  the  men.  Only  seven 
officers  in  the  4th  Dragoon  Guards  were  left.  The 
9th  Lancers,  too,  lost  a  couple  of  officers  and  several 
men  from  the  everlasting  shell-fire. 

Conneau's  attack  brought  his  line  500  yards  nearer 
the  enemy. 

Late  at  night  the  2nd  Cavahy  Division  took  over  our 
trenches,  and  we  stood  in  support  of  them,  the  men 
gaining  a  momentary  recite  from  five  days  of  incessant 
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w"  rating.    Genmliili.vi^"? '"*•''»"'*» 

j;~«™  oy  me  Randard  oi  its  predecessor     BriM.i. 
^hmism  was  at  once  forthcomtag.  iTSS^vs  whS 

to^qrt  any  cheerful  inteipretation  that  mightbf 

M  quick  nahe.  «p  slopes  not  far  ahalTw^  n^Sd 
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then  viiiUe.  and  Um  rmttleand  raU  of  nuUHum  fire 
o^^atooit    impemMe  ground   with  lufidievi^ 

«^^ui^^iL^'*  f?"  "**^'  ''*»««t  there  was 

ftrat  one  or  two  to  be  apportioned  to  oar  part  of  the 
front.  n»rveDoiia  tales  of  direct  hit.  far  taricte  to* 
German  lines  were  ouxent. 

inSS?^"*^  *T^  near  our  old  headquarten  hin 
«  ^*  f*  ^?^*'«*~ '^«™  <^7  »cr«2M  in  interest 
•^that  locality  was  never  free  from  in«5    aS«i' 
howtt«rd»elUfdlr<«ndthen^ 

Spirit  *^u^i?^  '**  cow.  that  I  had  adopted  as 
paving  blocks  had  been  scattered  broadcast.   Riflo-fire 

fcwLS.'i!?  5S!r^  while  i^;^^* 

the  hOlsUe.  stray  bullets  catting  leaves  from  S«  tS 
P<^  that  lined  the  roadway.  *  **** 

YmSj'^^S?*  *T*y^***  the  north  told  of  battle  towards 
i^^vT  ^*  J*°  *®  ^^"»J  Allenby's  headqaarteCTon 
Mont  Nofr  that  evening  and  heard\rf  fi^fiSS  to 
front  cJKWnZlllebeke.  The  French  infantryfad&S 

JwireoMnt  of  the  French  uncovered  the  right  of  Lord 
S^'^^t-^S:"^  Brigade.  THe  ist^a^  uS 
SSSJ?*1?!v2??  J»ad  won  back  the  lost  grouS. 
Si^f^h*'^"^**?f•  Cdond  Wilson,  of  thfBhKa 
Si«.?3*iK^T?V:!,  ^  h«l  Wt  French's  staff  to 
t2?^*^*°*  :^  Guards,  had  been  killed.  Seven- 
in^SL"®*^  ***** *^*» «8iments had  been  killed 
SBdBS^;!^"*"J^  ****»«•  ToUwfoixis 
snatching  victoiv  from  defeat 

-fTS*!*^  *^  *"*"*  *****»«•  One  day.  in  one  part 
of.  the  hne.  it  seemed  the  rush  of  onslaught  had  £^ 
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What  would  be  the  «nd? 
•looff  the  wTT  K^f    ^'  "«<*  troops  and  EiwUih 

&aMd«LST.S^  'i*^  "^  »"l>«r  and  of  ikiU 

arrn>.  ♦k-.^IT.^  .T  /''"verf  hem  we  found  «  buTir«H« 
♦^!^i^  ■*'^' ''"<*  J»«^  been  to  eoMhTMSSS^ 
that  there  wu  no  quertioo^  ««nS!r?l  ^^™**** 
getthig  the  ctf  through  (Si^nSSJf,  **^*^  "* 
thatTshouM  put  iSiTJ^S^^ii^  "a«ted 

jMuid  no  one  in  the  village  •  •*  uLZ  ™V«tion.    I 
There  were  four  dLTIISJil-  .  '^'  "**  *•  «^«- 

soldien  who  hSl  bewTSd  ^  ^'  ""uA^^  ^^ 

261 


«•■■»  ! 


WITH   FRENCH. 

Jlf^Sf  |!*y^«?'  »f d  «o  had  those  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  ffliaU-am  fire  had  abo  been  heavy  at  intSvX 

Mve  Goman  sheUs  were  going  off  with  thS  double 
rrrumph-r-r-rumph  not  far  away. 

anH  J^iSlIf '  2*P  **^  ****  *^"'  *°<*  <«*  ray  note-book. 
Md  scribbled.  My  notes  recorded  the  events  of  the  next 

nZ"^^.  *"  ^"""^  *^*  '^  ^'  ^^  to  forget  ray 

h JiLt*"Tlf^*^  **"*  ^oad  from  me  is  the  convent 
cSSSI  fl^r^  "^  «»  General  Allenby's  heS- 
2^^  1  ^^^l^y^'^^^^^t^y-  It  is  a  sight.  Every 
KS  V  ^^u""  ^^'^  ^  ^"^  windows  fa  shatS^ 
andmany  of  thosj  in  the  windows  of  the  ground  S 
A  great  gaping  hole  in  the  roof  is  surrounded  by  ^ores 

m^f^lJ^r  *'^  *""•  ^^^  '^'  -  *  -^  ^'  »"  S 

Ba!,f^iLi^  "***"  ^*' '*"*""  *h«  to>ra-  Whial 
J^  *.^*'?^  **°*  "^  o^«r  rae.  To  go  on  withmv 
a^Pr,,^'  G^eral  Allenby's  house(Blng  I  ^ofhS? 

f^.Y^  ^  ^.t**™  ^  *^«  ^^  of  thTupper  stS 
(Bang  I  one  has  faUen  closer  still),  and  a  ^  to  ? 

appears  m  the  side  of  the  lower  stwy. 

be  sSS,i3^  Sf^TT^^V^*  "*"»*  *^«  ^y  appear  to 
oS«^^  ^e  French  guns  are  replying,  andso  are 
S^;kJ^  P****  ^*°*  one  that  did  not  burst.  Now 
forthe  o«ia  three  to  make  up  the  quartette,  as  th^ 
^T^^^  "^  apparenUy  fiiVin  fours. 

9-5  ajn.    Bang  I    That  is  number  two    Clo«.  onH 
jus^^  my  left.^t  exploded.    oSi^a^owS^  Wtt 

Bang!    Number  three.    That  was  a  good  sheU  aHS" 

Whui  I  and  a  crash  just  at  my  side.  That  was  No  1 
WeU  over  and  in  a  fine  positioi.  Fortunate  tSt  it  did 
not  exptode  as  it  could  not  have  been  mSe  t£n  liS^t 
or  ten  feet  from  where  I  sit.  and  just  acr^1?e1hS 
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D^t'^^H  t  *J%^*  fotection  that  I  can  find  at  this 
point.     If  It  hadn't  been  a  'dud '  they  would  havp 

more  than  likdy  had  to  cart  me  out  of  tSi  r^°StSS;' 

firinS*,  :"•    ??"?*™<»*^e  German  gunners  Stop  after 
finng  a  senes  of  eight,  and  8ometim<S  after  a  s^es  of 

twelve     Rarely  with  this  itinerant  shelling  do  twSnd 

f  w^;-      ^'t  *"  «=«a«ons  when  they  keep  it  up  for 
a  lOTg  tmie.    I  wonder  what  wiU  be  thdr^cy  Ihis 

wSfh.?  1"^"%  Wulverghem  ?    One  iSoTe^riht 

♦kT ^*k  *i?"'  , Beginning  to  feel  better,  for  it  looks  as 
though  the  eight  finished  the  salvo. 
"9.13  a.m.    The  German  sheUs  are  searching  the 

au  behind  it,  but  the  eight  did  finish  that  lot     wSt 

are  finng  steadily  from  quite  a  number  of  nositions 
hereabouts.  A  French  arUUery  officer  hS  cL^e^thJ 
road  and  greeted  me  with  gr<it  cordiah^y  Te  Led 
S'hliL^f^  T  T'^^  ^'"^'^  officS7the  ,L^ 
We^^^-^*^*t"*'-  I»«^venot.andtoldhim^ 
We  passed  a  joke  about  the  fact.    Wulverehem  is  a 

JS^hf^Jj  ?^/*  the  mc„,ent.  and  iX^  ? 
thought  the  sheU-fire  had  for  the  moment  ceased     I 

fr^^V  *  r*"^'  ^*^'^  ^"°^*»*  »  curi««  glance 
nronX^*"'^*"-    Superstition  apparently  L  no 

"  915  a.m.    I  dislike  being  the  onlv  occunant  nf  o 

F^rh^ ''  ^  »***"«^"  I  <=<^d  Ste'Si  th^ 
Fr«fflch  officer  for  company  I  should  have  done  so  but 
h^has  returned  to  his  battery,  after  wish^rm^'g^ 

.rei  «,?i*";i.-  ^V'  **  ^'  **  *^«  General,  and  I  can 
111-  Ti  ?  i^*  P^*'  *nd  back  to  our  h«4dquart«OT 
which  I  shaU  not  be  loth  to  do."  "waqiwiers. 
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h  J?1-?*^  *****  "*'  **  '^^  returned,  that  he  had 
bS  SSS**  «  watching  the  shelling.  He  too  £S 
been  wondering  whether  the  Germanahad  commenced 

ItLZ!^^  *""!•  «^7iet^  they  were  only  dropping 
*  mS  T^  '■**S*^*  ^^  "^P"*^  thereabouts.^  m^, 
vjyt^i't^  ?^  '^***  ^'^'^  *»»«  town  I  knew  that 
IZJ^  be  having  an  engrossing  few  minutS.  sTl 
ronainedm  the  trenches  a  Uttlewhfle.  Itwasouiteaa 
k  :^J"  "S?  *^  *»»*^  fr<^  tilt  i^t^*  S 
and^I^^d  not  want  to  steal  any  of  the  enj^ent 

ft. J^*  ^•^•^•®-  *^**  K.O.Y.L.I.  went  past  us  during 
the  for«ioon  on  their  way  to  the  linl^    T^  fS 

ES*  'S*^  ^"^"^y  ^"^  the  last  hou^  5?h^ 
fighting  m  Mwsmes.    A  captainTtold  me  all  bS  two  of 
hfl  feUow  office  were  hit  and  the  stren^S  o7  the 
Battahon  reduced  by  nearly  150  men. 
fvLTt^A  ^»°tiy  moved  to  the  right  of  our  Wulverghem 

«?^'.  r^^  de  Lwle  rode  up  to  watch  the  prooesi 

hZ^^l"^'!."*  ^*^*  ^  ^^-'^J'  ^d  hrii^C 
nome  wien  the    show  was  over      a*  *u^td  ^: 

General's  h«»dquarters  ll^eS  that  Jhe^tt^!^ 

."J  ^«rth«ch  day.  was  successful.    A  good  iSrtK 
tm^h^^taken  the  Gennans  leaving  S^TtU' 

At  the  smashed  «»te»H»w/  howitzer  sheUs  were  falling 
S*?5!^*°,*  ^T***"  *«  <«^  any  aiusiairM  tolhf 
area,  udd  nfle  buUets  hit  a  tree  or  a  broken  wall  with 
fJ^^  ""*'^'  *"**  *^*  '^'^^•d  «q,p.app  S  Ihe  uSe 
WJjrs  came  every  few  seconS^^oSSe  a  oJmaL 
S^^  «P»««?i«i  that  part  of  the  hiJ.  JS^ 
damaged  house  waU  was  good  cover  from  an^Vuch 
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pT^i.        7^.  ^'^^  ^°^  no  real  damage 

««  mr?,*;j« 'J'""*  "*  °<™»"  ""»  «>  the  sides 
oi  iuu  75,  not  far  across  a  ravine  a*  *h»  #««♦  ^  rlT^ 

baSL'T.  ™™tS:'^  G^n.r.hdb  «,d  th.,h«p 
oarKiog  of  a  number  of  batteries  of  sev«.ntw  ««*-  k^T  j 

The  Oirfoniiure  Yeoniaiuy  were  ill  oar  ftont  trends. 

flacic  and  forth  and  back  again  went  the  dcvaitating 
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Y^^nl'^JJP"'*-  uJ^t  ot'*«"^a«<»/'  remarked  the 
xeomaxay  officer  with  a  grin. 

anH '•*!!il:-^*?*i*'i?^*^.®^  "y  «**«  into  the  trenches 
^L  ^^  !?  -^^  ^Jn  "  ^  ^^«  ion«»<»»e.  I  crept 
t^^h  '•S?!''^^  ^*^^  ^^^'^^  «ped  as  an  approach 
ir!l  ^*T*P  '***^'     *^«  *^e  s^»«P  order  as  I 

^!r*Jf**^:u  ^  **°°P«*  ^°^«^-  In  a  tiny  dug-out  I 
chatted  with  a  couple  of  Oxfordshire  officers. 

as^ti^l*5"°^^^*'°*°*  ^"*'  ^  ^'^  ^*"d  mentioned 
mnS^I^  ^ff S  ^.*  "*"  ^*^  K'***  coolness  on  the 
morning  we  lost  Messines.  the  first  day  the  Oxfordshir<s 

Gm\^^''^^''J^^'^  ^*^*  ^y^  »n  a  be<SfiJ? 
the  ^t^J?!?yj[^**':'^  *^'  °»*"  »  »»nndred  yards  from 
the  path  of  the  howitzer  sheUs.  which  foUoiJ-ed  him  to 

mLTi{;'**~*"uP^"^-    Thereupon  he  as  quietly 

S.?7^  *i!J"*"  ^^  ^^*n^«  they  had  come,  losh^ 

^i'T;?*^*^'  I^5>««ngthismanauvreatiAtem!b 
«ved  his  sqiwdron  heavy  casualties,  and  taught  them 

£^L^ft^Y^  **'  l^^  ^^**  *>"  «*>**  ground  which^ 
so  hard  to  learn,  but  so  comforting  whoi  once  one  has 
thoroughly  absorbed  the  idea. 

The  French  attack  on  Messines  "  made  some  prowess  " 
but  was  stopped  a  long  way  from  its  objective.  ' 

News  came  at  breakfast  on  Sunday  the  8th  of  the 
?f  7  Ypr^.  fighting  of  the  day  before.  Byng^  3?d 
Cavalry  Division  and  Uwford's  22nd  Brigidf  were 
^afly  coimnended.     Owing  to  them^^aS 

^e?rhl^«^  °'"-  l°l  ^^  **  ^^^  Zillebeke^  The 
Fr«Bch  on  Haig's  nght  had  a  terrific  struggle  and  gained 

On  our  immediate  left  Conneau  reported  that  the 
SS^  evacuated  some  of  the  Wytschaete  trenches, 
lejving  their  dead  in  considerable  numbers.  The 
attack  on  Messmes  was  again  to  be  pressed. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  ct  ;  right  day.  General 
de  Lisle  ran  to  the  headquarters  of  the  iSan  Com 

werfK.  ?'^«'*y-*hr*«  thousand  of  Willcocks'  mTn 
were  m  the  hne.  I  was  told.    General  gossip  told  of 
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hat^  shVu  Sr^d  c!^H^'  *"f  ***  ^^"^^  who 

Noting  the  Saki  tZlSnZ    f"^  "^"^"^  ^^^^  past. 

ta  temper,  S.  bJSS^S^""^  *"'"'«"  "««' 
sh^"™?" lL"^?ii°  T'  "■?  f'^  "»«  officer  a 

P.led  ,«.«,«  on  querti™,    T&  BrigSt«  ?rtiZ' 
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from  the  line  for  rest,  said  the  Warwick  lad.    0£  its 

were  reduced  to  less  than  half  the  strength  in  whiS 
^qr^  left  England     When  the  enemyTokeV^g 

IS  ,^r^T  '^  .*^*  ^'*°**  *^«  aand  BrigadeiS 
Sf*X  *K^y*^  ^^°"  ^«  hurled  into  thi  brea^ 
Out  of  the  fourteen  officers  left  in  the  22nd  d«r^  w«e 
kJled  or  wounded,  leaving  only  three.  inclSdiL^Jo^ 
h«^.,  who  led  one  bayonet  charge  in  ^.  "  t£2 
general,  said  the  young  officer,  "  pluggJd  on  ahead  of 
Sjf'"'i^*'^  *  ^«  '^^^i**  stick  o^r  hfa  hS?and 

S*  ™/    w    *  *f  o  **>«  G«nnans.  and  we  after  him  on 

S?i.  ?w'^"*  they  mowed  us  down  getting  up  theiS^ 
JJr»i*'1**"*  ^^^  being  hit  is  m«e  tlSm  anywe 

I^^n??"*"^  andyelling  away  like  madTtho^ 
you  couWn  t  hear  a  word  of  what  he  said  above  tS 
J^n«se.    MySaa,hedidyellatu.l    W«r;£: 

The  boy  rode  off  down  the  road  in  a  brown  studv 
It  had  just  struck  him  he  hadn't  heard  a  woSws  cWrf 
^  been  shouting.  He  had  come  tlS<iSThat  a^ 
c*«jge  jJive-ooe  of  few  to  do  so.  Yet  he  Sgi^ 
t^.  H»  own  p^  in  the  fight  never  entSd  hS 
h^Wonderwhathesaid?"    Andherodeaw^ 

?Ji*'^"*"'    Could  the  whole  world  beat  them  ? 

B^toSSrfi/a??fi^Se^iS:?^ea!^3^ 
persuaded  Mm*"  to  dine  with  usIEJ  ?St1r<JaI 
^*S;i.°"  ??.^*if".*^**  ^  should  coLvT^'*th^ 
h^^t^^    ""'^^^°»<»«*haniihour;S*L 

Someone  from  St.  Omer  told  me  th#  "  Turn'   _ »» 

5th  Black  Watch,  and  Leicestershire  YeomanifWe 
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«fMMiN«f  tn  fipoot  of  WnhrMglum  to  ncnd  an  hoar  a- 

evMmce  that  the  G«maiu  had  htSTpt^yiag  mv&i 
attantioo  to  oar  fonner  haadqaartere  afaoTmylartvSt 

In  the  iott  earth  of  a  nearby  field.  ^^ 

.  Itj^^L^  ***^  ^  *>»d  rescued  from  the  4Ari$ 
a  f ew  dayt  bdore  and  placed  in  the  lee  ofthe^wfl^ 
««^  j»d  tfl«ed  a«SrX  stretchTwhiShSiS; 
*«^i«Mrtthe  iwll  f or  iome  day.  was  broken  ^fSoik 
S  iSlTJlT"  *»~"y  "^^^d'  the  grey  S«S«5 

ttalf^S?i*LI*2' P*''^-    <Wd.looldnglSSSS 

of  rana  wdl  bunied  oot.  was  blaang  fiS^^ 
Two  pwtialfy  barned  rifles  WttTmute  iridwct  that 

WBewl^  h^  been  about  when  the  building  l£S 

«f?w  S!!^*'??^  *hat  still  boie  some  semblance 
?J5SJr¥^, ';?™'  one  had  been  as  com^et^ 

A  signal  cons  man  in  a  treiich  behind  a  haystack  at 

cut  off  from  an  poasftj&y  of  communicating  with  his 
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thJdi?SSS.Cr^  "^  •'^^•""y  ^  *J»  opinion 
In  «!il.  ?^  battenes  were  ckwer  to  the  esUu^^ 

w^^Zl'i^'^J!^  F'^^  ol«erv.tionSicjrwe 

SSiT^  ??  ^  *?'  ^'^^^  ®"  **»«  other  aide  of  the  h^e 
beside  y^h  we  Were  walking  we  should  l»ve  b««f « 
the  direct  path  of  the  shrapnd  buUrtT  Ajf  Jh-^  .S 
f  yPtl^own  into  the  ditch  that^%y'^e^J^^"' 
IS^^f  "J?^w  possible  a.  weluickenS  ^^ 

r«!rh!^  ;!!^  iSf  *^  '°™"'  hurst  over  us  just  as  we 

i^  nSr  i*  tttv  dugKWt  with  two  officers  of  the 
and  Ltfe  Guards,  and  I  crawled  on  my  hands  ^kniS 
urto  the  mouth  of  the  main  trencT  t£  tr^^w« 
^  deep,  and  at  the  bottom  the  men^  ?dloJS 

The  French  batteries  behind  us  beran  a  b.f  --^ 

I  could  find  no  room  in  the  bottom,  so  lav  in  the 
jj^two^more  depth  to  the  end  of  the  trench  that  ^ 

wI?tS?**^"*"?*<^*"*"«d  to  fire  steadily.  Thev 
I^^S?*.*  ^  hi  the  near  distance  in  whfch  tS 
enemy  had  placed  a  group  of  machine  irons  Aadmk 
approached   apace.   the^ennaT^tJ^iorljd^n 
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mcreasinghr  better  taiget  by  the  flash  of  the  leventy- 
five*  doM  behind  us.  After  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  of 
nerve  exercise  the  General  decided  that  he  must  return 
to  the  car.  So  many  successive  quantities  of  shrapnel 
were  bursting  over  the  road  that  to  return  by  the  way 
we  had  come  seemed  suicidal.  The  Germans  now 
and  agam  turned  their  guns  on  to  the  ruined  inn  and 
the  faim.  I  told  Jelf  I  was  sure  they  knew  we  had  to  «o 
back  there  for  the  car.  But  jokes  feU  a  bit  flat  in  tluit 
atmoq>here. 

Finally  the  General  tried  a  detour.  Walking  down  the 
road  a  few  yards,  we  turned  across  it.  when  we  reached 
our  trench  line  on  the  further  side.  I  glanced  down  in 
the  trmches  as  we  went  behind  them.  The  men  were 
lying  tight  and  close  at  the  bottom.  A  French  observer 
who  was  in  the  hedge  by  our  side  warned  us  to  keeo 
low  on  account  of  the  French  shells  that  were  screaminc 
over  our  heads.  ^ 

As  we  turned  back  towards  the  car  the  French  guns 
seemed  to  throw  more  vigour  into  their  firing.  The  swift 
rush  of  the  shells  and  the  sharp  bark  from  the  muzzles 
of  the  seventy-fivee  so  Uttle  distant  made  one  think 
uncomfortably  of  prematures.  Once  in  a  whUe  sheUs 
will  burst  before  their  time  and  scatter  from  the  very 
mouth  of  the  field-piece  death  and  disaster  to  him  who 
chances  to  be  in  the  near  foreground. 

A  bough  from  a  low  tree  under  which  I  was  standing 
was  cut  by  one  of  the  French  shells.  I  duckedand 
invduntanly  jumped  for  a  near-by  trench.  I  was  at 
once  caUed  back  by  the  General,  who  was  off  across  the 
open  space  before  I  could  catch  up.  As  I  stepped  through 
the  hedge  a  rain  of  German  shrapnel,  from  twelve  to 
sixteen  coming  at  once,  burst  over  the  part  of  the  field 
just  ahead  of  de  Lisle. 

We  could  not  veer  further  towards  the  French  bat- 
tenes.  as  to  cross  their  liaaof  fire  at  any  closer  proximity 
would  have  been  madness.  It  was  equally  unwise  to 
stay  where  we  were.  To  return  to  the  trench  which  we 
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lid  bMB  OOClBVinf 
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fldoffatihnmL  I wM nem mon mn ol bifaw Mt. 

tM  FtaB^  gvM  rotria^  twty  aadOflir  ihflUt  whinte 
m-w  kMdtortotlM  CDcmy't  •hnpBd  banSMin 

SS?^  J  *^  "y  ^y*  ■''•'n^  *»  the  do*  far  iheD 
S?fT!?  r",«^.  •"«>»  to  oflm-  torn,  ihelter. 
Had  Ibawriopy  I  would  have  nm.  I  think.  i»bl>it.iHit 
&»  bom  to  Aiinw  nthar  than  walk  to  itciidily  a^ 
wMi  Mch  maddaning  dowiieia  aaoia  that  awM  W- 

In  the  cntxa  ol  tha  field  w«  fnddcnly  atnmUad  acnw 
MiBBptjr  trench.  Moch  to  my  deUght  the  General  mk. 
■Mtod^that  iwahooW  retire  fcto  h  for  a  wment.^ 
I  Iqr  prone  fa  the  bottom  ol  it  the  iheib  oontfaraed  to 
come  over,  bvntinf  not  far  above.    We  w$n  ovite 

SZ.?r  JL;5"!j!f5*^  came  into  the  tAneh 
tS^'     ^^  drcmnatance  we  wookl  have  been, 

hLiS  y^  r  y^  ?i_y°g!y  "^  coneetnently 
bmad  afl  won^"    Turning  their  atteatfan  from  tic 

Bad  for  a  moment,  the  Germane  bagan  to  bmtt  ehrasnel 
eirer  the  ruined  MieMMif.    Itae  and  Mate  the  mSoT 
aftor  a  particuhrly  vklent  buret  o<  HoL  nmSSd 
'' That  ijtfiniehed  &e  car  thorouriilyVl  SL  ^mS!^ 

!:2;2f£l'»*£!L'^  -^that  lljedthat  theGennan. 
wwldkeepopfcfagetthecar.  It  was  much  better  than 
tobvntbfeuid little ooeaal around M.  ''Bttt."eaid 
?f.S7!Sf»  l.T^^J^'^  want  to  watt  home." 

\^'^^'  I^'WMt'cqoitewillfagtowalkhoBie 
andwalkbackagafatogetontoft]!i!7  ^^ 

Once  or  twfce  we  etarted  to  leave  the  tnach.  bat 

«Kh  tim  the  Fh»ch  batteriee  eeemed  to  q^to  t£r 
ire  itad  the  enemy  efaeiled  b^k  viokatlv  fa  rotam. 

el  trees. 


■re  Mna  tae  enemy  aheDed  bKk  viokat^  fa 
when  it  was  ahaoet  dark  we  cat  acroea  to  a  Ifao 
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then  up  towards  the  road,  leaving  the  tree  lin-  *«,  ♦». 

■te  Lisle  stMted  tuStittbt^/  m  ^  l^"^ 
road.    Marks  of  sheU-fire  showed  X.  «Jr    *^***»™«^ 

sr^7oTre;^reS^  ^'^^  ^"  ^*  ^-^«^ 

w^1n^S^e%^rea^.^^"*'  '^^^  -'    «-<^-  I^oyd 
At  the  entrance  of  the  town  I  glanced  at  the  General 
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qu«tioningly.  "  Surdy."  I  thought,  "  he  is  not  going 
up  to  that  unmentionable  ruined  inn  again.  The  plaS 
18  a  death-trap. 

*i."5!?^**l°^'"'^^^«^»^«-  Yes.  he  was  going  to 
the  estmtmet  after  aU.  6    hs  ^^ 

I  set  my  teeth  and  "  let  the  car  out." 
Tluree  seconds  later.  "Crash I"  a  sheU  exploded  in 
Ti,  x^'.  ^^*  *°^<*  °^  q)lintered  glass  and  of  the 
shell  striking  the  car  mingled  with  the  deafening  blast 
of  the  acplosion.  BuUets  whizzed  past,  striking  on  all 
sides.  A  French  soklier  doee  to  whom  we  were  passine 
dropped  with  a  groan. 

I  felt  a  sharn  blow  in  the  chest  and  a  twinge  of  pain 
as  I  caught  my  breath.  ^        ^ 

I  reached  for  the  brake.    "  The  General,"  I  thought 
»»M«<behit.    Ludcy/ appear  to  be  all  right.    Now  to 
back  round  and  clear  out  before  number  two  sheU  comes  " 
•  Back  out  of  it."  came  from  de  Lisle,  with  suffident 
emphasis  to  show  he  was  alive,  right  enough. 

I  tried  to  put  in  the  reverse,  a  maddening  process  on 
my  car  at  the  best  of  times.    Force  I    Force  I  the  gear 
would  not  go  in.     Any  moment  number  two  and 
numbers  three  and  four,  for  that  matte,  might  arrive 
At  last  the  reverse  grated  home  and  I  started  back. 

Turning,  I  saw  de  Lisle  was  sound  and  unhurt.  But 
Hardress  I  His  face  was  in  his  hands,  his  head  bent 
Hit !  And  m  the  head  !  I  was  sure  of  it.  But  no  a 
moment  later  he  assured  us  he  was  all  right  bar  bits' of 
glass  from  the  splintered  screen  that  had  got  into  his 
eyes. 

Backing  as  fast  as  I  couW,  I  narrowly  missed  a  French 
K)Wi»  who  had  faUen  behind  us.  sordy  wounded. 
Swraging  the  car  round,  I  headed  for  Neuve  Eglise 
No  need  to  stop  for  the  French  boy.  whose  comrades 
were  close  at  hand.  Away  we  dashed.  "Crash  I  "came 
another  shdl  as  we  tore  out  of  the  town.  I  never 
learned  where  it  struck ;  all  I  know  was  that  we  were 
dear  of  it. 
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aio«^f?^''^P*'^*  of  sheU  had  hit  the  heavy  plate- 
^  sare«i.  shattered  it  to  bits,  and  luckilylC 
P*stthe  General  and  struck  me  in  the  chest.    Had  I 

^«s^7l^*lP''*P^-  P<*«°«  the  cold  wS 
intensely,  I  had  wom  an  unusual  amount  of  dothimj 

A  heavy  flannel  vest,  a  thick  winter  khaki^St'  a 
ward  sweater,  double-breasted.  annexedT  rS. 

fT^"?i^'Tr^T*^:^  »»y  ^  doubifbrSstSS 

froze  coat  This  last  had  been  sent  out  to  me  bv 
f^*:^!'f  it  S"  dark  grey  in  colour.    Sun^"Lox 

iS^fi"?^^  °°*  ^^  ^^™  along  the  lines  ^hwt  a 
plentiful  diqjlay  of  khaki.  Consequently  I  Sd^^lJ 
round  my  neck  a  huge  khaki  muffler  of  thkSy^^ 
wod  tymg  Its  ample  folds  at  the  chin.  andlVtSn^S 
vSS^  ^r^'  "^  -*^  ^  -<*«  front  ofl£?^p;l' 
tJI^J^^V^  *«"  tore  its  way  through  the  double 

s^^'  Itt  r^r^".  ^^  "y  voluminous^^^ 
!^??'  *»"t°iy  breast-bone  fdt  the  shock.    It  was 

o  S?K  V  .  "°t  been  Droken.  Time  proved  that 
a  bad  bone  bruise  was  the  extent  of  my  iniuriwafterlS 
As  the  General  hadn't  a  scratch  and  LlS%^  wSi 
TiirS^'  f  «*!«*  »«rily.  «ve  frtJe^.^"* 
.h«Li  tw  *  ^u*°**  headquarters  along  the  road 
showed  that  a  shrapnel  bullet  had  paSrat«i  Se 
Siftor.  pacing  through  it.  and  leavirj  a  d^h^ 
from  whidi  the  water  was  pouting.     "*  *  "^^  "*»*«' 

c*o«    «  ****  ^J^y  ^^  *t  this  farm."  said  a  French 

r^.  ^°^**  ""^^^  ^^  to  the  base  lor 

afttJ^****?'  ^P^  ™"  ^««»<>  me  in  St.  Qmer  bv 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


Hi 


Wednesday,  November  nth,  marked  the  onset  of 
the  great  attack  on  Ypres  by  the  Prussian  Guard. 

The  Kaiser  had  spurred  his  Bavarians,  Landwehr 
and  Landsturm  to  superhuman  efforts.  No  troops 
could  have  fought  with  greater  braver/,  bwt  they 
fought  in  vain.  Their  failure  to  hammer  a  hole  in  the 
thin  British  line  left  Wiilian  the  War  Lord  but  ont 
arrow  in  his  quiver — the  Guard. 

The  onslaught  of  Germany's  most  seasoned  veterans 
was  in  keying  with  their  proud  name. 

The  enemy  hurled  itself  simultaneously  i^ainst  the 
line  held  by  Ha^s  depleted  ist  Corps,  the  32nd  and 
9th  French  Corps  on  his  left  and  the  i6dh  French 
Coips  on  his  right.  Herdc  charges  were  repulsed 
with  enormous  loss  to  the  oncoming  Battalions,  which 
dashed  themselves  in  solid  masses  against  men  to 
whom  fighting  had  become  as  natural  as  drawing 
breath. 

Haig's  troops  met  the  brunt  of  the  fight  aloi^;  the 
Menin  road,  in  the  vicinity  of  Gheluvelt.  One 
Division  of  the  German  Guard  Corps,  a  portion  of  the 
15th  German  Corps  and  a  portion  of  the  27th  Reserve 
Corps  surged  forward  indomitabWr,  and  drove  our 
1st  Division  from  its  first  line  of  trendies,  only  to 
have  the  most  of  the  ground  gained  torn  from  tiiem 
by  such  counter  attaocs  as  warfare  had  never  seen 
before. 

The  stcHy  was  told  simply  and  effectively  by  Haig's 
general  order  of  the  12th.    This  read  as  follows : 

*'  The  Commander-in-Chief  has  asked  me  to  convey 
to  the  truops  under  my  command  his  congratulations 
and  thanks  for  their  splendid  resistance  to  Uie  German 
attack  yesterday.    This  attack  was  delivered  by  some 
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2J??.'^?  Battalions  of  the  German  Guard  Corps 
S^lf^In'^^K^"  specially  brought  up  tocai^outX' 
t^Lfh'Sl'i  ^K^^^Jr^***  Coipr  hadfeaed.  \S1 
•Si  fhSr  ^"'f  force  a  way  through  to  Ypres. 
1st  r^  •fl5'^'  "V^^  neighbSirhood  ttTe 
1st  Corps    assisted  by  the  3rd    Cavalry    Division, 

^  ?nHTr'  !!!?  'f^P'  '■~"  *«  2nd  Corps,  have 

K«erve  Corps,  the  15th  Active  Corps,  and  finally  a 
steong  force  from  the  Guards  Corps  It  is  doubtful 
jJJfr^^tSStis^f.*^  British'^rmycontjf^ 

in  ^H^'i  "*  ^*''*''^  P*^*°"  *=*"«  out  Of  the  line 

^lESlnL^'"""!"  2"  ^^  ^'"'"g  «>f  *e  nth  for  a 
wU-eamed  seventy-two  hours'  r«st  For  ten  days 
Uttfe  or  no  opportunity  had  been  given  to  take  stock 
of  heavy  casualties  and  refit. 

The  inen  left  the  trenches  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
and  at  dinner  on  Wednesday  night  ordis  cameto 
H«dquarters  that  the  Division  iSist  move  to^rS 

A«e  weeks  of  constant  battFe,  had  fallen  the  tLk  of 
«P«king  the  fiercest  attack  of  the  whole  war 

TJc  1st  Cavalry  Brigade  was  on  the  road  to  the 
fc  1^",.'^?  *"**  **»«  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  an 
^^rtoter,  all  thought  of  the  seventy-S^  hoSs'  rS 
toWten,  eager  to  press  on  to  the  succour  of  their 
g^^lant  oomr^es,  with  such  strength  as  in  them  lay 
iftat  strength  was  not  to  be  gauged  by  thJr 
Attenuated  numbers  for  the  troopfrs,^^  Zd  S 

Sfh^  **f^*!J^*    ^  "^^  ^  »«rt  and  their 
withdrawal  ordered  in  consequence,  were  equal  to  a 

T^f  .^t*!!f"^  outnumbering  them  by  si  to  one. 

The  I2th  Uiey  spent  m  the  salient  in  reserve,  and 
^rl  '^'  1"^^'  ^^  took  their  places  in  the  line 
and  showed  their  temper  to  the  Prussian  guardsmen 

My  sheU-smashed  radiator  temporarily  repaired, 
and  my  chest  B&lter  for  a  few  t&ys'  ctectoringTl 
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repined  the  Division  on  Friday  evening,  as  it  was 
going  into  action.  s.  «  «  was 

Omer,  at  G.H.Q.    Rain  fell  unceasingly,    lie  work 

the  storm,  the  mechanics  standing^kle  d«p  in  a 
q^jj  of  ooze  and  mud.    Eflk&nt  repaHeSeJ 

r™*^  '"e!!f*,^^  ^"'***  ^"^^  cifcumstaSoes,  thouS 
Je  men  worked  like  Trojans.  Oftentimes  Sy  toSS 
far  mto  the  night,  for  no  matter  how  diligently  Aw 
strove,  broken  down  cars  surrounded  them  in  SwL^ 

S^uT'h'aT^^^'''^''^  ceaselSsi?.    P^; 
bcott,  the  A.S.C.  Captam  m  charge  of  the  repair  park 
was  vainly  trying  to  do  the  work  of  ten  mea        ^  ' 
Hiemg  to  the  cosy  Caf6  Vincent  I  delivered  mvselt 

S^^ J?^- ^^'^'^V,  ^^  '*»»P  ^  excellent,  and 
ttencanie  sardines  Heavens,  was  I  never  to  ^pe 
iS^iJ^''^'  alternated  with  their  more  lowly 

sTttey^^S^dt a^-'  ^-^^^'^^ 
After  a  carefiil  search  of  the  town  i  found  a  yard 

draper.  From  it  I  made  a  tape  measure.  With  a 
SSftelS*;?"'"  f"?^  figunS^were  compU^l^d 

^^^^f^^i^^T^^°'l  Awinter^^uniform 
was  a  necessi^.  Aghast  at  such  a  faUing  off  in  mv 
ample  proportions,  the  man  of  sdssors  aS  SixSJZ 
London  town  obeyed  my  behests.  A  montfi  latoth" 
new  dothes  arrived  to  my  horror  thq^Sw  so 
«naU  I  could  not  get  into  them.    ReseaSiXwed 

s^*-  ?r[nT^''=*'  to  ha.^  been  alSSn  iTa 
sna«^Its  inches  were  marked  for  profit,  not  for 

An  evening  in  the  Hotel  du  Commerce  at  St 
.Omer  was  great  fun.    Hany  Dalmeny.  She?Baker- 
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&K?'"'' uP'  *"*^  ^'''^'^^  »P^"*»  gathered  at  dinner 
Marlborough  wras  sometimes  pre^nt.     Jack   Seelv 

stSrS  f  ^^^  °".  f"*>J«^  concemi^^'all^'S 
S^^K™'"^  ^"^^  j^'''"^  W"  unmerc*ully.  A 
£jr«l  ^^?«,««  caught  the  conversation  wouS 

th^  A^;  '^"^^f  ^  ^""^  ^^y  '°^d  ^at  all  ilk  of 
the  Army  woe  due  to  rottenness  of  the  administra- 

TotMtf^:??'''?^  °^  ^*'  Minister?^'^ 
^fcif-  i**  ^''^'i'®  ^^  y^  receding  the  outbreak 
™fK?m-  ^""l^^y^^r^turh&lc.  Sg 
sSr  « I  ;«  r°',  ^f\  ^.^^n/s  oft-told  tole  of 
h^tlr  ""  ^°'°"?'  5***y-  ^  *>»^  been  directed 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  receive  and  imoart 
information.''  This,  according  to  Dalmeny,  mT^ 
mvanable  fonnula  hurled  at  stoff  officers  &i^pS? 
in  the  h^  of  battk  or  in  the  stress  of  fnSfch^J 
some  CTitical  moment  of  the  retreat    It  wal  SK 

SS«r  Te^SISTT'  ^""^  ^^y  "  »  verygiSS 
pmcer.    i«  e.  Smith's  languid  sarcasm  glanced  off  the 

.h'^fl/'""'  ''^  ^  ^y  ^^"^S  like  feaSeiS 
shafts  from  a  coat  of  mail.  Freddie  Guest  and  Gw 
Brooke  were  neither  of  them  strangers  to  the  pSty^^ 

fJ^^Tn^^^^r  "T^  d<*^POur  made  my  <SSure 
from  St  Om«:  for  Ypres  a  wet  business  on  Fri2^^^ 
13th.  I  mused  the  comfort  of  a  hood.  A  new  h^ 
for  my  car  had  been  ordered  from  EnglandTut  SS 
tolie.  mislaid,  at  Woolwich  Arsenal  fof  m;2;y  a  I^ 

cal^c^^^"^  ^  **^i!-*^'  '^*  "^  «n«i  with 
^Z^-  "T^^l  ^"^"^*»  reinforcements,  soon  to 
Po^Jii'^A*^''  'T^  ?  ?^  *°  Steen^oorde  and 
ihlTI^'  -'^^t^ble  nightmare,  that  run.  Of  all 
the  maddening  road  obstructions  the  Algerian  horse 
*"d  cart  column  easUy  took  first  prize.  »"  "°rae 

E<Adon°RS"^t.*9'"**'^*'"  .'**  Headquarters  of 
^at  thT  t  .f  r  "'V^'t???*  produced  tiie  information 
that  tiie  1st  Cavaliy  Division  was  «  somewhere  on  tiie 
Memn  road,  east  of  Ypres."    I  was  retSmnSid^  to 
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I  fell  into  its  SbS^lr?^  ^T!^  "y  8°^'  and 
impassable.  M^f  YdiS  !;  .i^'  '?f  *'  »  W<«k- 
traffic  was  bank^un  lik^'iij  **  '""^^y-a^ssing, 
transport,  side  by  sfde^i  .T^*?*'  ^^^^^  ^o"^ 
driveS'in  coiLiSnSte  SS^  S to"^^'^  '°^ 
over,  around,  or  betwZnTT^i  '?  S?'^  eastward 
and  a  Brieve  ofBriJS?/ 1?^"™"  ^^'^  ^^^nch  cavaliy 

softly,  while  a  feSh  o^^"i«^!!!?^.*»»o  »wore 
Jticky  mud  and  SitwS^X^S^.'^^^*  ** 
French  cuirassiers  who  V^i^.i       '  "'Png  reason  on 
world  he  ^S     A  tiJS  T.r'?!!^ J^*  »«  the 
of  a  lony  laug^  loudhT^  A  *^**  ^^^  ^^^ 
plastered  scig^who»Li^*.f*  '^**'^  »  n»»d- 
and  his  te^     Ar^e  ^"^^^  «?**  »"'>  Noting, 
»»«g««e  appSmce  nSSuS?  ?  mernment  his  w<2. 
Wa»t  of  rSSSf^P^'^^,  i«,.fc««  a  searing 

wexpletivrTnie™v5J W?;.^i;Jf^  educatiS 
then  died  in  woncST  thJ^S^!;**"**;**  ^  » <*"<=kle. 

raised  "  "®  **°"n  »*  had  unwittingly 


«>««•  arrival,  save  trmS^ni^STS.  "*'****«d  ''ith 

moving  in  the  n^ht  ^ ''"^P'  *  transport 

Howitzer  shells  explodingnearathand.«ome„Urily 
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^l^S'^^i^^^  *^«^  P"^ucc  a  picturesque 

cut  to  wL  ^  S?S.r  J^»^on«lteved  were  sadly 
««!i^  T^'    ^*  Battalion  consisted  of  but  two  officen 

stolid*  inflSL?°1f%K~"'^  *^  ^««»  Of  temWe 
sMwghter  inflicted  on  the  enemy.    The  Guard  had 

£d  wiS«li  ;  P*~*!S  "*"  "^*»-  Whole  rtSmSS 
«SJSSr^  T^y  ""^  *  »*««»  of  fins,  an?  othew 
relentlewlv  advanced  over  their  dead  bodiw  as  if 
unmindful  of  their  own  certain  fate     A  ^ZJ^Ji 

ZrJ'^^tS:^  P^S,?L  ^ok^TroSh 
our  hnc  and  nian*ed    straight   towards  our  euM 

?*?V^  ^^i"  one  hundred!^  of  his  batterv  aS; 
^^^y  ^  blown  bactrSL,  the  vSj?2Sn^ 
mouth,  leaving  500  of  their  dead  in  phastlv  l^rlrl« 
mark  the  limit  of  their  bold  ^^.  ^^^^  ^^  *** 
I  saw  half  a  hundred  prisoners,  huddled  in  the  rain 
^angried  ly  lanteni-li^^^     FiiU,  big  mS    ^SS* 

fiS^;  as  if  to  remind  the  hated  English  they  were 
German  Guardsmen  still,  though  thdr  t^Z^ 
d~d  ^  comrades  litteiS  the  si  Jp^eyTSd 

Guard,  .they  said.  I  was  often  leminS^f  ^Ss  m 
S^?L!3;i°"-  J^  German  line  w«3d  suS?  w 

fi«Sr5J[*i.    1    r  5  *^*  withering  fire.    Recovering 

^^S^^^or'^-1^  ^SrtS^ 

la'Ha^^SS'  5r  ^^  i^^d^tt^^ 
^^hand  Some  marched  boldly,  more  came 
*>ggedly.    Many  were  seen  advancing  with  an^ 
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across  their  eyes.  These  futile  manoeuvres,  always 
ending  in  the  total  annihilation  of  such  a  gSip  ^ 
u^xpfiotble  until  a  captured  German  otScS^yc^^ 
key      Men  of  some  Battalions,  he    said,  ever  re- 

n^OHiWknow  retreat  Death,  yes,  but  not  retire- 
ment. There  was  no  place  at  the  rear  for  them  so 
*2;,_^oj,  u,    ioin  ^r  fellow  „»,««  1 

rJlJ^  ***"*^  '°' '~"»  ^W""  standpoint.  Every  dead 
Gennwrneant  one  less  with  whoiTto  deal.  7t  «Sy 

Jj^SdtSlSSStnS;"^^^'  "°"*  "^  ^~«^- 

SSSuiSi  ****    '"**    ^   '^"^^'^  ^«   thin 

dais"«^d*'lS  '^^'^  5f**  '!*"',  *3f^'««^  continuous 
days  and  nights  m  the  actual  firing  line  without 
re^  CT  reprieve.    No  billets  for  Siem,  save  the 

Sf^  r*  J"  '»»5.bo"2»*»^**  trenched,  to^ 
thqrwere  haj^ng  by  tooth  and  nail.    Bearded,  un- 

SSSin^SS*?  PjWuedwith  vermin.  Sr^who 
«««ined  in  that  front  hne  were  a  terrible  crew. 

..«S^  uu  '*!?'''  °^^'^'  unshaven,  unkempt  and 
unbelievably  dirnr,  told  me  the  remnants  of  Ws 
oomjMiid  might  ^divided  into  three  classes     One 

and  were  broken  past  all  probable  recovery.    The 

kUtag  had  become  the  one  paramount  business  of  the 
hour,  and  never  ceased  for  long. 

Such  was  the  handful  of  bull-dog  breed  against 
which  five  to  one  and  even  heavier^Abofthe Twer 
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of  the  greatest  Anny  in  the  world's  history  threw 
Itself  in  vaia  ' 

No  more  glorious  achievement  rests  to  the  credit 
of  the  British  Army  than  that  of  Haig's  sorely  tried 
ist  Corps  in  the  first  battle  of  Ypres. 

The  fight  was  by  no  means  over  by  the  13th 
For  four  d«rs  more  the  struggle  was  waged  with 
unvar)Jng  effort,  on  the  part  of  the  Germans,  to  break 
through. 

^^^^yj^^K  ^  Saturday,  the  14th,  gave  me 
my  first  sight  of  the  destruction  wrought  in  the 
*"°«5  ^^^  "ty.  Great  cavities  in  the  streets 
and  piles  of  dOris,  ever  increasing  in  number,  made 
Ypres  barely  pusable  for  motor  traffic.  The  Menin 
road  was  under  aonsUnt  shell  fire,  which  made  me 
thankful  that  our  Headquarters  were  on  the  Zonnebeke 
road,  between  Potijie  and  Verlorenhoek.  A  room 
in  a  modest  dwelling  served  as  headquarters.  A 
stream  of  wounded  soldiers,  French  and  British, 
rolled  back  towards  Ypres.  Ambulances  passed  and 
repassed,  crowded  with  shattered  forms.  They  had 
little  room  for  a  wounded  man  able  to  walk  back  to 
a  dressing  station. 

The  British  line  crossed  the  Menin  road  about  a 
mile  west  of  Gheluveh.  The  irregular  front  followed 
the  eastwn  edge  of  the  woods  on  both  skies  of  the 
road.  The  position  was  well  "  dug  in,"  and  tunnels 
and  underground  rooms  were  scattered  here  and  there. 

South  of  the  highway,  the  opposing  Unes,  a  few  yards 
apart,  ran  through  the  grounds  of  the  Herenthaee 
Chlteau.  The  Chlteau  was  held  by  the  enemy.  Our 
troops  were  in  possessk>n  of  the  bam.  By  a  fierce 
attack  during  the  morning  the  Germans  captured  this 
bam,  and  we  heard  of  the  organization  of  a  nieht 
attack  to  regain  it.  * 

The  salient  was  alive  with  French  and  English 
batteries.  The  noise  of  their  firing  was  ever  with  us, 
augmented  by  a  continual  shower  of  enemy  shells. 

a«3 


WITH  FRENCH. 

led  the    iMSiltM,    irinSi    ^  ""  '*««'  «•» 

«nd  the  PMitioh  W^     t?^  *^  wccettful, 
continued  a  number  of  wwndS ^iSrtlfe \*T 

of  YeoiMiuy  transDort.  h^i»  fc-TIiil**.  ^  column 


^oe  mud 


driven.  W&;r„,£,iSr>f'^^Jjd  _^ 

In  the  roedway  wasaakH)  fai^JS"**^  Ti« mud 

<«rectk)n  and  a  long  column  of  Fi^  ^  ^r*** 
J»e  other  added  to  thTcSflfasST^'^'^ 

oeneath  the  mud  In  the  ditch.    Th*  aJ^-T^*'**'*" 

"'Efts,"  tipped  his  vehicle  nvM.  ilTlu       T?*  *"   "^ 

unwound.  A  dozen  shells  had  WI«?£1S!? '^ 
a  few  hours  before  A  rf««««.I^  ?^  ™*  «»d 
««ble  .wfi.irS«^^^^«^ve  ««d 
known  of  the  jam.        *^"  """« 'iennan  gunners 

M^S^f^it^^!:^^/^-' Of  bursting  Blade 

hundred yartbfran^        ~^'  *^"  »  ~«Vte  of 

.  Sunday  brought  a  driving  sleet    Arun  down  the 
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Menin  ro«i  and  Uck  found  it  so  torn  and  smadied 
as  to  be  practically  impauable  for  a  car.  AU^ 
shcU.  tr.«d  if  length  from  the  tienches  back  to 
I^f?Lt  »?**,  "*^  ^^  traverted  it  in  thow  days 
finished  hisjourney  without  wondering  he  had  lit 
SrJ^'i    "Ti^  ^  "stiafed"  the  r^pecti^didUs 

^.*?hl  "*^Jl!y  ^  »»d  scfeeTrhe  ifcS 
niKle  the  work  of  driving  bitterly  cold. 

Still  the  troops  held  back  the  German  attacks  and 
pi^  up  their  dead  in  f«mt  of  our  trench  iSIr^' 

Our  own  part  of  the  Unesaw  lets  fighting  than  other 
^^«f*?K  **•''•  An  attack  by rWofStSTS 
STS^  ^t^"^  was  puWon  « if  foited  f!«n 
tae  rear.  One  of  our  suff  oflfkers  suggested  that  the 
German  commandeis  might  find  it  nmsaiy  to  Dm- 
?»:2«**e,f«ne  •on  of  an  atUck  eachd^  miSS 

to  provide  the  daily  notes  for  their  official  diarS? 

An  officer  of  the  4th  D.G.'s  was  asked  why  he  didn't 
clear  away  one  corpse  that  could  be  reached  bv  a 
b«|««t  from  the  trench^  "  Oh.  sir."  the  oflk»r  re^ed 
naivdy.    he  is  quite  inoffensive." 

diSS^^"^  T  »^*n«»t »  dcmi-god  in  the  eyes  of  his 
devoted  men.  whose  position  adjoined  ours.    What 

?Sh'SI  °^  ^*.  ^^''  K*"^'  Minsters.  GrenaSeS 
Col^toeains  Irish  Guards  and  London  Scottish  w«S 

n  ♦r^KiI°^^  r""  P««»»Mty  had  figured  largely 
m  the  stubborn  defence  of  the  line.  No  words^uld 
^JH  ^  «e«^ccs  in  too  glowing  colours 

fullSfJST"*?' ""'PS?  ""^tod  and  soon  gained  our 
full  respect  From  thirty  to  one  hundred  yards  from 
our  line  in  their  own  trenches,  or  conceaJsd  indivkiually 
wJSfirT^  woe  to  the  man  who  unduly  exposed 
^f  in  front  of  them.  Some  of  them  had  notorious 
M?^'  xP"i  S  *  P°*"*  '"  *«»"'  of  Cavaii's  force  had 
wff  ^'^  Kents,  two  Grenadiers  and  a  Munster. 
None  of  our  men  could  locate  him. 
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Monday  one  of  our  Brigades  was  in  reserve     Tk» 
n»n  busied  *««,«,  in^„„  cr1^S:^^l 
^%^^.  T^«  «""  never  ceased  for  long 
GerH^n.^^  arrived  houriy,  and  the  ferocity  of  the 
i^erman  attacks  seemed  to  wane  somewhat     Thll 

?a."^Sl^°"'^*  """^  '"^«  ^'  ^' 

The  grr  and  was  white  with  snow.    Incessant  rains 

J*3  ^"^  to  freezing  b,,,,^    ^he  PrS  GS?d 

was  assigned  twenty  miles  of  fro^T  o  teheW  bv 

prom.^  four  days'  rest  before  a  few  days  °^  ^^ 
trenches  m  front  of  Kemmel.  ^ 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

from  EngUnd    S'^^"  SnSj»'S?' Wa"?' 
by  two  of  his  brothers  '         '   ^  o™cered 

A  cush  when  passing  the  hospital  in  Bailleul  caused 
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a  halt  Entering,  I  found  an  aeroplane  bomb  had 
been  dropped  right  in  the  hospital.  A  hall  built 
against  the  side  of  a  church  wall  was  filled  with  thirty 
odd  wounded,  at  eleven  o'clock.  A  fleet  of  ambuUnos 
oune  for  them,  and  before  1 1.30  all  had  been  removed 

?"  uS'n  ^^*'i  ^"^  ^"*»  ««™  ••  The  room  was 
frightfully  smashed.    Each  of  the  .wo  wounded  men 

bullets.  Two  hospital  orderlies  were  in  the  room,  and 
though  both  were  hit  by  splmters  neither  was  seriously 
injured.  The  airman  who  dropped  the  bomb  was 
pursued  and  captured  by  one  of  our  flyers.  When 
told  that  one  <  of  his  bombs  had  smashed  into  a 
hospital  ward  he  expressed  great  regret,  declaring  he 
was  aiming  at  the  railway  station. 

On  the  night  of  Sunday,  the  22nd,  the  troopers  of 
the  1st  Cavalry  Division  went  into  the  trencEn  in 
front  of  Kemmel  for  a  couple  of  days,  after  which  they 
were  promised  a  long  rest.  General  de  Lisle,  with 
four  of  hjs  stair,  took  temporary  headquarters  in  a 
httle  dwelling  m  U  Clytte,  where  he  could  be  close 
to  the  Division. 

We  were  fortunate  in  being  allotted  a  part  of  the 
hne  where  the  Germans  were  using  a  very  poor  lot  ot 
shells.  At  certain  points  not  one  shell  in  ten  was 
really  tlftcttw  Quite  fifty  per  cent,  of  them  failed 
toex|»K>de. 

I?*  T^**^  *^ '^^'y  «>^<^  ^*  hard  ffort  each 
yg**^  Our  trnMOqum^n  bouse  showed  a  deep  re- 
y"'."  "*vour  (m  tfciMii  of  its  owner.  A  crudfix 
«nd  M-  the  nmm  ^  ^  main  room,  religious 
— y  *  KMne  ^  iwilM^  #,  aad  cheap  coloured 
fMii  •f«cred  subiMtf  aAmm^  dM  miHs. 

^Lf!L^V  ^'^  mmim^^  600  rifles, 

—\mm  the  trendies  at  4t0k,  psmm  ^  Mt  Cavalry 

and    relieviM   fit   ^    Cm^^   Brigade 

^  ng  Kemmel  by  ««  gg^of  4Ik^  o^ent 
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S^*5f^*  S*"i°^  °^  *»««»  ^*«itcd  for  their 
nders  to  come  from  a«  twnches     I  hii«,r>Jr  •  * 

huge  shell  hole  in  ^  SSSi      3^^'"^^^ 

?i!t?&rrhe%r^S?hH-^ 

Cloth  HaU  in  Ypies  wLTSf  ^'^  "^'^ 

steS-l^  ^Slho  5**r  f^  "  ^^«  <>^«'  "  proceeded 
«S!^  kI^^^H*  ^  »««  excitement.  Some  few 
wounded,  hit  by  itinerant  snipers,  were  hel^  Wk^ 

woil^r^n^'  ^  ^^  ""^^  ^^  Scto^k- 
^x^ri^^''  ""^  "•  ^  deep  silence  bom  of  long 

••2^?°*S:n  "  ?iL"T^  *"  acquaintance. 
JNotH>y!'     came  the  low  reolv       "Oh    xr/^Kk. 

Com,  darli,  hot  dry,  ihi  n«lit  wore  on. 

Jfs  wanner  in  the  trenches"  «a<H  fk.  j .• 

ones.    "Plenty hay;  noSSd.'^    ^  ***P^"«^ 
«u*       '*'!"*  "P  '^  sunmunitlon.    All  as  orderly  as 

earned  out  efficiently.  **  °**"S 

barifof  tL^^il  '^^^  'i!!*P^"^  ^'^"^  °n  ™<^"«y-    The 

nS^byS^SS?*^*^"^  «^^  »"  added  shaft; 
n«s  by  the  cold,  tmghng  atmosphere.  Our  field^uE 
not  far  away  fired  at  regular  intervals.  ^^ 

lJS^lT!^ili2  "  l"!^"'  predecessors  " out." 
I  slept  m  La  dytte.    I  chose  a  very  soUed  mattress 
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close  to  the  diminutive  but  energetic  stove     r.«i 

nightmare.    The  quarters  were^r^^^^ 

wejoon  dropped  p:;7rthr^ndrr^^^^^^ 
^h^^l"%"SJ'h5JH''p^  "p  ^"  *^*  ighTth^'uir 

*h*  Inll  ^  hidden  m  a  mantle  Df  hoar  frcwt  in 
themonung.  A  bottle  of  Vichy  in  suit^e  in  fK* 
tonneau  of  my  car  was  frozen  solid  "  ^^^^ 

Wc  ran  to  Kemmel,  and  walked        i  fK—  *.        j 
the  trench  line      cJnJ^]  waiicea  ..     i  there  towards 

grenades  were   very  effective_S™T  "'  '""'' 

device  was  a  biff  valise-lik**  fK;««  fu  .^®""*" 

of  projectile  about     At  iSThv.?  *^*"5«'  "o  pieces 
*^  iho  had  cl4  a^qUlnUn'^^ofT  ""  """«  °' 

r^^il^r^Zrl^ir^^JS^^V  -  He 
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kn[^?t*Sl  *  r  *  *'^°"^'  particularly  when  one 

M^     l£^S^  ^^^"^  V*^^  *^"  Hollelikc  the  day 
Deiore.    But  he  meant  well.  ^ 

u^lL!^*?'***?™*"    **»«    quiet    of   La    Clytte    was 
shattered  by  dgfat  German  howitzer  shells     One  Wl 
thirty  yards  short  of  our  house,  showering  pieces  of 
N^t  fS  SL*°"' ^"^'    Another  lit  acrofs?ier^d 
m^  kUkS^     "*  *  '^°"*"  "^  ^^^^  and  an  old 

Di^ondR  aS  r  ^°S  '^'  '^5"iS^'  ^*j°^  Steele,  our 
Pi^J  1-      •^' «^-  °?^^'  *"^  Baron  Le  Jeune,  our 

TiS^th^  r"  '*^''  *?*^  «^""^-  Le  Jeune  came  to 
obtain  the  General's  signature  to  a  permit  for  a  few 
days' leave.  Nev^s  spread  that  seveS^.two  hours  in 
London  was  forthcoming  for  all  of  us  in  turn.  Xrelt 

r^  ?!*'  'u^^'^l^' .  ^  J^""<=  told  me  his  1  t«f  toy 
had  been  brought  by  his  mother  to  Paris,  where  ihe 
Baron  was  to  join  them  on  the  morrow.  '  Everyone 
o:^  aTSLi;  T^'P^«°"  °f  !«>"  seeing  the  K 

the^^fr"  *^  **^^^  '*".*'""&•  ^*J°^  Davidson,  of 

shellfhaH  H.'  ^^  i?  ^"^  *°^*^  "*  t^at  one  of  the 
shells  had  ht  a  few  yards  down  the  street,  at  the  cross- 

road^,  where  General  Short,  of  the  Artileiy.  hadhis 

headquarters.    One  of  his  staff  looked  out  ^^'thTdoSr 

to  see  where  the  sheU  had  struck.    Lying  iTthTroS- 

iTle^Z'wSfH'^L^***"  .°*  Ma^StiSe^Td 
i^e  Jeune,  who  had  been  pass  ng  at  the  moment  the 

•shatttrcd,  and  he  was  iMdy  wounded  in  the  side  and 
Su  .iftfej;??/"^*^^  ^"^^^y  fi«n  a  piece  of 

ti^jS^'^Q'T*  "^^.*^^>^'"^"h«^  Both  of 
tnem  died— Steele  on  his  way  to  the  hosoital  and 
Le  Jeane  soon  after  his  arrival  there.  ^     ' 

T^*T*  "°°^'  Wardress  Lloyd  and  "Mouse" 
Tompkinson  were  starting  for  England,  on  leave,  the 
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U^H 


(lay  following.  We  had  all  been  "bucking"  about 
pur  "last  day  under  shell-fire  for  a  bit"  Such  hard 
^uck  for  Steele,  a  greatly  beloved  and  veiy  gallant 
ch^  and  poor  Le  Jeune  made  everybody  quiet. 

M«e  shells  came  in  the  afternoon.  Towards 
wenfag  we  started  for  "home"  at  St.  Tan  Cappel 
As  we  stepped  into  the  car  a  shell  screamed  through 
the  air  and  landed  with  a  loud  bang  just  in  front  of 
us.  One  last  Black  Maria  had  "  come  over  "  only  a  few 
yards  above  our  heads,  and  sent  up  a  high  column  of 
dirt  and  smoke  from  the  comer  of  a  field  fifty  yards 
distant    It  wai  in  perfect  line.  ^ 

The  seconds  dragged  by  with  leaden  feet  until  the 
General's  order  came  to  "  let  her  go."  Our  way  led 
down  the  street  to  the  crossroads,  where  our  two 
friends  had  been  killed  a  few  hours  before,  then  left  to 
Reninghelst  Number  two  was  overdue,  I  thought 
as  I  gathered  speed  I  took  the  comer  on  two 
wheels,  and  Home  sung  out  from  the  back  seat  as  we 
left  La  Clytte  behind:  "Those  are  my  sentiments, 
too,  President." 

That  evening  in  Bailleul  a  Flying  Coips  officer 
told  me  a  story  of  one  of  his  airmen,  named  Btount 
Blount  was  sent  on  a  prosaic  daily  air  reconnaissance 
He  duly  returned,  entered  the  office  of  his  chief,  and 
reported  so  many  trains  here,  so  many  there,  a  column 
on  this  road,  that  road  clear,  and  so  on,  as  usual 
Nothing  seemed  out  of  the  ordinary  in  his  story,  or 
his  manner  of  telling  it. 

As  he  turned  to  leave  the  room  he  said,  "  Coming 
back,  I  had  a  bit  of  a  brush  with  a  Bosche  flyer." 

"  Hold  on,"  called  out  the  c^cer  to  wiiom  he  was 
reporting,  "  don't  run  off.    What  happened  .> " 

"  He  was  killed  sir,"  was  the  laconic  reply,  and  the 
airman  opened  the  door. 

"  Wait,"  sakl  the  officer.  Then,  as  he  noticed  blood 
dripping  from  one  of  Blount's  hands,  "  Whaf s  the 
matter  with  j^ur  hand  ? " 
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One  of  the  trenches  in  front  of  Zilleljeke 


The  Battle  of  Ypres  ended  in  a  blizzard ;  cold  weather  i 
the  trench  line 
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wiA  that  he  dSd  „  r.iiT'''*''  "P;"    And 

It  caused  immense  exdV^.n,.  ^  ''T  ""  "»™- 
the  officer  fou^*o  3Stv  in  IS'"'""'^"''  '"<' 

i^ouS  fi^s;  alfd\rt.i.F^  v^- 

lower  and  lower.  VLt  ,r  brf^""  '"'J?'  >"■« 
came  to  earth,  one  of  Blt^inr'Tk.  nl^  **  German 
and  the  encSirSTOWfeS  o^r!?/°"'"'l'5  "»''■, 
g™md  with  th?  ruK^  m°S,i«  "  """"^  "^  '^ 

passed,  an'd  on  o„°  r^«,"  *:  ^t  un  &"*'  "°" 

ar^Versffi^^ 'T '■'"""*"'*  "^"'^'"•wly- 
are  all  right,  but  some  o?  ^^^^  w  JdS^^  *^ 
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t\t^  ^*S!?  ~l!i?''  ^'»«*  *  '^^  I  pointed  out 
•^«S?'l  rtilSf  "  ;?^«  *»ong  a  bit,  burbled  out : 
J|V^.  I  thought  aU  the  rivers  on  a  map  nm  north  and 

The  days  passed  quickly.     Shooting  parties  were 

S^uS?!^^'*******?*"^  Evenings  found 
us  frequently  battling  over  chess  or  drauchts. 

hJ?^  ?!!!*^^^?;**  P*S»*^  ^  December  ist  had 
aSTiivi^H  ^^  ^uT"^  ^y^  5th  Dragoon  Guards. 
Md  i8th  Hu^ars  had  lost  over  200  eSh,  the  nth 

S'SL^^  '?2'  *^*  9th  Lancers  288.  and  the 
4th  Dragow.  Guards  323.     New  drafts  were  daUy 

S'frlSh*!!!!?*  regiments  busying  themselves  getting 
Slil5^"*"i*2*' **P*-  Continual  exerci^  keS 
?iJr^!S**  r  fi\  everyone  spending  much  time  In 
E^^t::'"*?*  *?if  ^"^  *^"««»f  ^o  the  troopers 
men^.nT?J"i****  5*"*^^*^  ™«^  ^"^  ^  five 
SSl  o^nl?ff  Ik*-  ^  "^?:  ;  *«"*"«  "  finds  itself 
well  occupied  if  the  enemy  still  faces  it.    The  actual 

businew    of  an  army  teems  witii  detail  A  Divisional 

S^^^S«'!rT  700  letters  and  communications 
per  day  at  tunes.  Every  other  day  de  Lisle  »ma  fh* 
founds-ofti^eBrigades^  Manyl^ys  I ^Vt2  J^! 
own  devices.  Permission  to  W  friends  of  ^^ 
umts  was  sometimes  granted. 
On  a  tiip  to  Armentiires,  I  heard  tiie  following 

Ai:!"!'^**^  *^  "^^^  •^  the  ocJuJation  of 
^^i^^HS*^..**/  °"r  *~oP^  *«y  found  thS  use  of 
the  electee  Hghtumntermpted.    At  last  tiie  Goroans 
In  Lille  discovered  that  "their "  town's  SpplTSan 
I^rP&  .^*  "  J"'*^*"  '■o'  lighting  «o^"  town 

sr^^s£ir'^p"'t'*?^°'^  wofouroS^' 

in  Armentiirw,  who  chortled  over  tiie  unique  situa- 
tion, suggested  tiiat  a  message  should  be  im  toT 
Huns,  iSicing  for  die  bill  follectric  current 

Young  Von  Tirpitz,  son  of  his  notorious  father  was 
taken  prisoner,  said  a  gossip  in  Armenti^S.    S 
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youthful  Von  T  tri#^  f« 
baulked,  he  found  t^hh^^tJ^'''?''^  «nd 
attentive.   Baffled  and  an^JT^  ****=*"«  'ncreasinriy 

swtiy's  face.  °'8«n'ng  'wmself,  he  spat  in  the 

after,  the  fur  flew,  or  at  W  ,  *fcw  minutes  there- 
have  flown,  if  hThTd  Sen^fur  i,^'^'*^'?  ^'  ^"^ 
Jock  was  intent  on  SShe^iSS^S  *"'T'-  ^he 
of  T.  a  severe  lesson  You^r  °^^^  "°ble  house 
to  show  fight.  but^L  Dmmnl^u""?"^  ^"  wcl'-ned 
finished  off  with  a^SS^S^'^  K^  ^^"^^  soundly,  and 
for  the  purW  As  L^Sr^",  °r*  ^'^  Wng^wed 
"Mj«  it'^wSTTnobteVeadng;-^^^^  *  spectator^S 

TjJ'^t&Xarrtrr:isi?^^ 

sentence  was  given^^nJ  List  "tJ^I  T'  u  ^« 
imprisonment  for  layine  IS*  ^^"^y-four  hours' 
^tor-go."  was  the^n^ty  ^°"'  *"^  ^^''^  <>" 

enfeSSS;?.^  "^'^  *^'-Uncl.  if  not  always  true,  were 

house  in  the  vilU^c  '^d  ^Ik  to''th?Lw  *?^'"^  ^ 
corduroy  pathway  led  awaTtfm^.?.,?!^®'"*  "^^^^  ^^ 
ing  in  and  out  of  the  so^L«f^^^  *?  ?^-    Wind- 
the  trenches.    All^i^^tl?.  ^t  ''^^'^  ^*^  «^<^'« 
branches  and  S^  £S„ksIa  tS^*"  f"^  ^Pii"^*''«» 
paths  were  placard^wHth  Lu       P'*"'-    Various 
Street.  Oxfo,5  sSS?P^r^.v"*™'^^  *«   R'^ent 
etc.    The  TommWn  tfSlSjlS^*^''  """'«^  Lane, 
in  water.   Men  w^^S!S**,''"*^  ^i«  knee-deep 
officer  told  me  V^mm^T^  plastered  in  mud.  Ah 
a  me  a  Tommy's  overcoat,  weighed  in  the 
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village,  had  tipped  the  scale  at  forty-five  pounds  on 
his  return  to  billets  after  forty-eight  hours'  trench 
dutyl  Withal,  every  man  was  cheerful.  As  an 
observing  friend  remarked  to  me,  "You  can't  beat 
these  soldiers.  No  amount  of  hammering,  casualty, 
or  hardship  seems  to  affect  their  splendid  spirit  in  the 
least" 

I  asked  this  friend  what  im^Mressed  him  as  of  greatest 
interest  in  the  trench-warfare.  He  replied, "  The  won- 
derful assortment  of  shells  and  projectiles  one  sees." 

At  tea  time  one  day  I  found  the  r^mental  censor 
hard  at  work  over  the  letters  of  a  yeomanry  squadron. 

"  Hear  this,"  he  said.  He  read  at  length  from  an 
interesting  letter  written  under  shell  fire,  in  the 
trenches.  "Mother,"  it  commenced,  "you  could  not 
imagine  the  noise.  Bang  I  There  came  one  only  a 
matter  of  feet  from  me.  Shells  are  bursting  every 
second,  and  pieces  are  flying  all  about"  After  a  page 
or  so  of  detailed  excitement,  the  writer  drew  a  line, 
then  added  an  explanatory  note  to  say  that  at  tilie 

g>int  indicated  he  had  been  bowled  over  by  a  huge 
lack  Maria,  but  had  miraculously  escaped  a  wound. 

"Very  good,"  was  my  comment  "Writes  jolly 
jolly  well  for  a  trooper,  doesn't  he  ? " 

"  Yes,"  agreed  the  officer  who  was  acting  as  censor, 
"  but  he's  a  farrier  who  hasn't  been  within  three  miles 
of  the  line.  If  he  has  heard  a  shell,  it's  been  a  long 
way  off.  He  was  mad  all  throi^^h  because  he  couldn't 
go  up  with  the  regiment,  which  is  in  the  trenches  now. 
So  he  has  taken  it  out  in  epistolary  zeal.  Its  pure 
imagination.    What  am  I  to  do  with  it  ? " 

"  Pass  it,"  cried  the  mess  in  chorus.  "  It  will  do  no 
harm." 

So  pass  it  he  did 

A  couple  of  months  later  he  showed  me  a  soiled 
clii^ing  from  a  Midland  newspaper.  A  glance  at 
the  -Arell-fingered  excerpt  showed  it  to  be  a  verbatim 
reproduction  of  the  farrier's  letter.    "  The  best  joke  is 
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thi.  «M  TSl    Pf^^  ^"^  ^°*^*"  *  cufdle  the  blood  of 
the  old  folks  at  home  with  some  yam.    WeTuite 

,u^    ^P ll^m'c  of  stories  of  distress  in  Germany  ran 
hrough  the  army:  English  interned  whTSK 
Food  scarce  ;  panic  here,"  and  hid  the  meSee  JSh 

fetis^iSm'rp'  ^«M  h'"^  °^  food  sKgr* 

letters  from  German  residents ;   tales  from  neutraU 
of  hard  conditions ;  reports  tha  placarcb  ^re  put  uo 

Anything  m  the  way  of  cheery  news  or  a  hooeful 
aTiJiS"''"'^^"''^^-    ^^--"^^doSl^J 

badfc^*"l'*'«'"'"K*'f'i"'*  ?^~'d  «P«"  made  for 
c«  n  ^  ^^  ^**®'*  detachments  wh^  feet  were 
so  swollen  after  their  turn  in  the  front  line  thllT^ 
couple  of  days  without  boots  was  an  abXe  nec^L* 
.  Jl^^fr^  ***^*'*'  ^'  feet,  of  the  whole  aS^iS^ 

w^Sir  to^gr^' '"  ,^P?*^  ?  *^=  conditions^m 
was  due  to  the  moculation  for  enteric,  wisely  made 
compulsory.  No  sensible  man  who  sp^ntTaf  >i?nter 
m  Flanders  and  who  kept  his  e^s  op«„  woufd 
declami  against  inoculation.  ^^ 

On  December  14th  the  Division  stood  by  in  rxserve 
w^te  an  infantry  attack  was  launched  on  tibe  (SJ 
P^on  in  front  of  Wytschaete.    The  sS  iS^ 

S^  w2  J?r»Jr?"'^  '^P*  °"  ^^  left  made  S 
sally  We  paid  about  500  casualties  for  an  advance 
of  about  500  yards  in  one  little  wood.    The  eS 

trm^K  T"^  °^\'"*!!y  ^"«««f"J  offensiJ^.Tft^ 
the  men  had  gone  a  hundred  yards  across  a  field  e^h 

Thtl^"!^''- •P"'^^  "nibbling"  ^tinu^ 
TheUhore  Dl^^slon  at  Givenchy.the  Warwickshire 
FwS  ^Jm'T^'^*"  "**»  ^"8*de  at  Ploegsteert,  the 
French  at  Notre  Dame  de  Lorette  on  th?souuJCd 
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mem  on  the  north  of  us,  all  reported  minor  gains, 
me  official  summaries  recounted  slow  proness.  thick 
fog  and  hard  frost  from  day  to  day. 

Gun-fire  was  held  down  by  limiting  the  rounds 
wlowed  each  gun  for  each  day,  and  units  in  the 
trencher  made  a  report  of  the  rounds  of  small  arm 
anununition  used 

On  December  loth  the  Indian  corps  at  Givenchy 
had  a  nasty  time.    The  Indian  line  from  nortii  to  south 

SKJ!?"S!?*i'(,*^^"5^  ^"K»«^«'  Dchradun 
rX^*'  Siriund  Brigade  and  Ferozepore  Brigade 
The  trouble  started  on  the  morning  of  the  iotii. 
when  the  Garhwal   Brigade    made  am  attack.     It 
oiptured  about  300  yards  of  tiie  German  first-line 
trenches,  but  w^  promptly  bombed  out  and  forced 
to  evacuate  what  it  had  won.    The  Dehradun  Brigade 
left  ite  benches,  and,  though  tiie  Sirhind  and  Feroze- 
pore Brigades  had  advanced  in  the  general  forward 
movement,  they  were  compeUed  almost  at  once  to 
Ht^'^f^TJ^^  ^^^  Dehradun  front,  tiie  whole  of 
the  Stfhind  front,  and  most  of  the  Ferozepore  front, 
together  with  tiie  village  of  Givenchy,  were  soon  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

•n2"c-t  ?^  ^**y  i^^f^i  ^"^  **«*»  **  daybreak. 
The  Sirhmd  Brigade  feU  back  to  Festubert,  and  it 
seemed  tiiat  Givenchy  was  hopelessly  lost  FinaUy 
Givenchy  ^na  recaptured  by  tiie  Mam^oters  and  tiie 
Suffolks.  The  remainder  of  tiie  Corps  reserve  was 
moved  up.  and  counter-attacks  oiganbed  feverishly. 
In  spite  of  all  efforts  tiie  front  of  tiie  Meerut  Division 
was  broken,  and  tiie  Black  Watch  and  tiie  cStii  Rifles 
were  sent  to  its  aid. 

5®  "?*'  ^y  ^  '^^o'e  o*  t*»«  "t  Diviswn  was 
°??..*1  *'  retakmg  Festubert  and  Givenchy,  a  task 
which  they  eventually  accomplished. 

So  mudi  for  tiie  bare  outiine  of  a  story  tiiat  was 
tow  in  almost  as  many  ways  as  tiiere  were  men 
engaged  m  the  fighting. 
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IcnLiuS!  *f  ^f?5*5  *^  *°  8»in  some  first  hand 
tlTJn^-  **i  !;**?*  **f**  transpired  I  learned  iSat 
the  Indians  had  fought  much  better  &^n  the  bare 
accounts  would  indicate. 

J7f JI«  I?  u  •^  I  "5'  ^^  discovered  in  the  thick 
of  the  fightingthat  of  a  hundred  rifles  in  his  trenchbut 
three  were  sirfRciently  firee  from  mud  to  be  mSS 

Another  officer  told  me  his  men  had  exhausted 
tiieir  ammunition  A  box  of  ammunitten^S 
The  men  carrying  it  were  jarred  by  a  howitzer  shd^ 

^ch  A^*^^!:!!^*^^^"'*  •»  *«y  reached  the 
^ch.  They  dropped  the  heavy  box  iSto  the  trench 
wWi  a  ylash  and  str.^ightwav  it  sunk  many  feeHnto 
the  soft  ooze  and  n»ud,  all  efforts  at  its  recovers 
scemtaglyonly  senrin,;  to  immerse  it  more  de^^ 
The  awful  conditions  of  the  ground  and  of  the 
trenches  out  of  which  the  Indian  taSops  w^  driven 
were  largely   responsible    for   ther^itiTUpil^ 

gained  their  objective.  Unaccustomed  to  the  all- 
"nportant  work  of  immediate  consoUdation  of  an 
'^yP^^on,  they  were  much  harder  to  withstand 

^iS'*^*^'^*"  *°  .*''«^  »>y  bombing^er  Se 
completion  ofthe  actual  attack.  *«  mc 

From  dose  questioning  in  various  quarters  and  auite 

S^L^JS^  "^"^  *f  ^*'  disadvantage  when 
so  scattaed,  and  particularly  when  the  Brigade  Staffs 
WW  so  far  from  the^front  line.  ^ 

If  one  point  could  be  selected  for  criticism  it  would, 
to  my  mind,  be  the  faulty  Staff  work,  owing  in^eS 

Z^^^'^'r  *\™"^  *«>  S^  distani  of^Se 
commands  from  the  various  Staff  Headquarters. 

the  b^In*!^?'  '?*  r*3  I!!!*  Appointment  to 
mJ^  Indians,  who  had  been  rendered  unbeliev- 

unSl.«I^•"^P'*^°"^^.  ^y  *«^  »^»J  «^ather  and 
unusual    cUmatic    conditions.     No    criticism    could 
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poasjWy  be  launched  at  their  valour.  That  they 
required  more  and  closer  supervision  in  such  a  kind  of 
iwfare  was  as  undeniable  as  it  was  to  be  expected  in 
the  first  place.  *^ 

Christmastide  found  the  British  Army  becoming 
accustomed  to  the  stagnation  of  a  winter  campaign  in 
sodden  Flanders.  '^  " 

On  Christmas  Eve,  at  midnight,  the  Germans  in  the 
trenchw  in  front  of  the  Ploegsteert  Wood  began  to 
Mng  Christmas  songs  in  chorus.  The  Somersets 
raced  them.  Some  of  the  Somersets  were  old 
acquamtuices  of  mine.  Theirs  was  the  first  infantry 
command,  with  the  Inniskillings  and  the  Rifle  Brieade 
to  arrive  at  the  Ploegsteert  Wood  in  the  autumn,  Srhen' 
the  1st  Cavaliy  Division  was  fighting  hard  to  hold  the 
positicm. 

A  couple  of  Somerset  bandsmen,  who  had  left  their 
instruments  in  England  and  were  assigned  tostretcher- 
beanng,  told  me  a  day  or  so  after  Christmas  what 
occurred  at  Ploegsteert  on  Christmas  Day. 

The  Saxon  Christmas  songs  of  the  night  before  had 
odd  results. 

^'i^^  *^"^  ^"  ^"*'"  o"«  of  roy  informants 
declared.  "They  sang  a  lot  But  the  best  was  to 
come.  A  German  bloke  had  a  comet,  and  be  could 
play  It  grand.  He  just  made  it  talk.  The  songs  and 
the  tunes  the  comet  feller  played  seemed  more  and 
more  like  ones  we  knew.  Some  of  the  songa  I  could 
have  sung  myself.  At  last  out  came  that  comet  with 
Home,  Sweet  Home,'  and  nobody  could  keep  still 
We  all  sang— Huns,  English  and  alL" 

The  night  spent  in  song  produced  a  general  peace- 
fulness  of  spirit  all  round.  As  day  broke  tiie  Somersets 
saw  the  Saxons  on  top  of  their  trenches.  Soon  they 
called  out,  "  Come  over  and  visit  us,  we  are  Saxons  " 
No  shots  were  fired. 

"  None  of  our  chaps  started  for  the  German  trenches  " 
continued  the  bandsman.    «  We  had  heard  all  about 
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trench  pwapet    The  BoShe'Zi^.S'^  ***  P**?*.*^  *« 

over  tfter  dutt  doctor     tk-  c  *^  ^  n«d  to  get  and 
in  plain  sigh?    iJSier  ^?^**~  "^  '^^^  «»«*. 

would  get  it  «»d  J^^.  "  *  8*"*  O"'  *n<i  w 
Some  of  oli^  h.dW?oTt  aLT?^  ^  ?^  ~^ 
weeks,  and  was  fa  a  awful  ^J^^*^  f^^' °'- '«" 
Inniskillin  oiflicer?a  cajS  iS^t  m«  P^^^  "P  * 
—a  ble  iob— •nriJ^k^' up*' "*"*»  a  stretcher 

firediVgltXt^^^'"*****^^  •"'«»»*•    NoTSS 
bea^^tcS^^^^th^^^^^^^ 

neiid^JoTt^SStrl^.^'^L^'*^    ^^  ^^*»'' 
what  he  said,  too     wl~l'  ,i,  J*  J°**''*  ^^^  ^*^ 

forget  goin^  nonn  thfa  \S  iS"  '^^^^    ^"^  ^  '^^'t 
few  yarfs  i^ed  .^«f^i  '^  ^^  «"  ^^    That 

didn^      ^°^  ^  "  get  It,  right  in  the  back/  but  I 
and  how  he  s5d  it    aS  A.™-- "*  '^'j'f  ^  ^  s^^d 
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•*  But  that  little  trip  of  the  doctor*!  had  fair  started 
it  Half  an  hour  later  I  could  see  some  of  our  lads 
on  our  r^ht  going  ri^t  over  to  the  Beaches  in  the 
open.  Ine  major  saw  'em  toa  When  he  got  'em  in 
his  e)^  he  said, '  You  can  go  on  now,  you  men,  and 
get  some  more  of  those  dead  in.' 

"  We  went  We  never  saw  the  black-bearded  chap 
any  more,  either.  One  of  the  Saxon  fellers  iriio 
spoke  pretty  good  English  sung  out  and  said  we  could 
go  right  on  with  what  we  were  ddn*.  He  said  all  of 
us  oould  bury  dead  till  four  o'ctock,  and  they  would, 
too.  And  sure  enough  they  did  get  at  it  pretty  soon 
afterward. 

"  Of  course  with  us  all  kicking  round  each  other 
out  there  in  the  'open,  lots  of  chaps  got  to  talkin*.  The 
Saxons  was  friendly  enough. 

"One  chap  said  to  me,  'You  Anglo-Saxons,  we 
Saxons.    We  not  want  to  fight  you.' 

"  I  thought  I'd  land  him  one,  io  I  said '  What  about 
the  Kayser,  then,  old  lad  ?  What  do  you  think  of 
Mr.  Kayser,eh?' 

" '  Bring  him  here,  and  we'll  &hoot  him  for  you,'  sai«^ 
the  Saxon  feller,  and  we  all  laughed. 

"  But  I  didn't  take  no  stock  of  that  I  knew  he  was 
only  trying  to  be  pleasant 

"Some  of  our  ch^ps changed  dgars  and  cigarettes 
with  them  Huns,  and  had  talks  about  all  sorts  of 
tMngs.  At  four  o'clock  we  all  took  cover  on  both 
sides,  but  there  was  no  Hring  on  our  front  that  n^ht. 
The  next  morning  we  kept  up  the  callin'  business. 
We  didn't  stop  it  for  a  matter  of  eight  days. 

"  Then  the  Saxons  was  relieved  t^  the  Bavarians. 
The  Saxons  warned  us  agin  them  Bavarians. 

"One  of  the  Saxon  blokes  said  to  one  of  our 
seiveants,  'Saxons  do  not  like  Bavarians.  Shoot 
them  Uke  hell.' 

"  There  was  one  Saxon  chap,  off  a  bit  to  our  left,  I 
heard  one  of  our  lot  tell  about  that  wouldn't  have  no 
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that  tinned  "  buUv  "  iuS  nV^       .  ^  "'**«•  *K'*ed 
"  W/Miw  »u      *^     .     "°  serious  rival. 

«.hf^^l?1^";jj^,(rr^^^^^  the  Saxon, 
to  pSThe  ^yo^,  JSi^ln;!,?";?*^  fot  a  chance 

from  us.    •n.ey^lLJSS '°"1^  5^  *«™.  no? 

Eot  orders  to  ^fiSTn  us  ^  '7:!!''^  '''^  *»'K»»  '^  they 
fooHsh  promise  ^^  ^^^"  *  "»ake  no  such 

The?iu?d::^rs*us'„Th.'?\^"»«"  ^^^^^^  ^• 

which  was  no  end  bett.^  thf^^^*"*  ^P  ^°  ^^^'  «^«*. 
Wait  tiil  they^^b^ii^^,?"''-  ?"*  *'  *^n't  now 
find  we  learSdTS^  STwo  •  °%T'u*".f  *^*y  ^'J 
chuckled  in  anticipS  '^"'^  **»^  "«'«  P-oup 

facing  lines  of  tienchS^*S!  SJ?  *?'^'*  *'''"8  ^« 

'I'SlSlf^'^T.^'^'^S^ISadi^u^er"^  ^^'^ 
a>r  John  French's  order  was  shor*  ««!<  i.       . 


That  all  three  orders 


for  thought  to  t„y^ 

That  they  were  issue 
been  told  to  Heniy  Ford 


were 


necessary  might  give  food 


psychologists. 

—  fcsued  should,  in  kindness,  have 
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APPENDIX. 


Lieutenant  A.  Gallaher,  of  the  4th  Dragoon  Guards, 
affectionately  dubbed  Golliwog  by  his  messmates,  had  a 
mad  Irish  experience  at  Audr^;nies. 

More  than  once  he  told  me  details  of  it,  the  last  time 
while  he  was  convalescing  from  a  second  shell  wound 
ID  the  head  received  in  front  of  Ypres  long  after  the 
retreat. 

"  We  were  Watering  in  Audregnies  when  the  order 
came  to  mount  and  charge,"  said  Gallaher.  "  I  was  at 
the  head  of  the  second  squadron.  It  was  quiet  enough 
before  that.  We  were  d^ounted  in  the  village  street, 
watering  from  buckets  wherever  we  could  find  one.  We 
jumped  into  our  saddles  and  tore  off  down  a  narrow 
lane  without  in  the  least  knowing  where  we  were  going 
or  what  was  up.  The  dust  was  thick,  so  thick  one 
could  hardly  see  the  man  in  front. 

"  We  went  off  in  a  rush  all  right,  and  rode  down  that 
choking  lane  with  no  other  thought  than  keeping  going. 
We  had  no  order  to  draw  sabres,  and  just  galloped  in  a 
bunch.  Before  we  reached  the  end  of  the  lane  men 
began  to  falL  The  bullets  were  ccnning  from  in  front 
and  seemingly  from  one  flank  as  wdL  More  men  fell, 
but  we  couldn't  do  anything  save  gallop.  At  the  end 
the  lane  curved  round  a  cottage  to  the  right.  I 
remember  seeing  Colonel  Mullins,  and  Major  Solly  Flood 
beside  him,  at  the  turn.  Mullins  cried, '  Not  there— not 
there  I '  but  it  cMiveyed  no  meaning  to  me.  We  dashed 
on  after  the  leading  squadrra  round  the  comer  and  into 
a  very  inferno  of  ^ell  and  small-arm  fire.  It  was  hot. 
No  time  to  wonder  what  was  doing.  Shrapnel  was 
bursting  right  in  amongst  us  and  men  falling  every  inch 
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my  horse  went  down     ~  "«'"  "  *™«  o*  my  eyes,  and 

buUrt  had  hit  hto  right  in  the  centre  of  tlefo^SL 

Sd"Si.^x^S?'-.-« 

.tanned.  S5  S,  too  a  c«.l^  ^^  ''^'■ 

^.S  ZXf,^"  dire^ion^a-S^'  SK 

"  I  Struggled  out  from  under  mv  hnr«»  „^a  *_-^  ^ 
rjn  towards  the  point  where  Bri^^esS  Z^^^ 
but  my  leg  was  so  numbed  andlTe  Till    ^^i?*' 
attempt  resulted  in  anotlS  m  ^I^.J^'^^'^ 
hands  and  ImMx  ♦«  #17-  T^'  ,**  ^  crawled  on  my 

uouos  ana  Knees  to  the  nearest  shelter  a  cow«}iah  k« 

the  lane.    Creq,ing  inside.  I  found  a  wo^d^pti,^? 
interpreter  and  two  wounded  troooos  ^Vlh.S^*'^ 
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pistol,  which  he  kept  pointed  at  each  of  the  four  of  us 
as  he  went  from  one  to  the  other.  Reaching  my  comer, 
he  sto<^ed  and  relieved  me  of  my  revolver  and  my 
map  case,  the  latter  containing  a  notebook  in  which 
were  an  entry  or  two  that  I  knew  would  hold  his  big 
round  blue  eyes.  Running  through  my  pockets,  he 
came  to  a  sovereign  purse  with  seven  sovereigns  in  it. 
This  he  tucked  back  in  the  pocket  of  my  tunic,  then 
stepped  out  the  door  to  examine  my  notebook  in  the 
fading  light.  The  moment  his  attention  was  well 
engaged,  one  of  the  German  soldiers  lost  no  time  in 
extracting  the  sovereign-case  and  its  contents  from  my 
pocket  in  a  manner  that  left  no  su^icion  in  my  mind 
that  he  intended  replacing  it. 

"  A  squad  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  wounded  and  prisoners 
—mostly  cavahry  troopers  or  Cheshire  Tommies— were 
marched  up  from  an  adjacent  house,  hands  in  air.  As 
they  reached  the  door  one  man  feU,  a  bullet  through 
his  raised  arm — maybe  a  chance  shot.  I  saw  Sergeant 
Hynes  of  my  regiment  in  this  lot.  He  tokl  me  that  in 
the  house  where  he  had  been  lying  with  a  broken  rib  or 
two,  injuries  received  whoi  his  horse  fell  sorely  wounded 
in  the  lane,  a  Belgian  woman  had  become  so  incurabfy 
hysterical  that  the  wounded  men  had  put  a  sack  over 
her  head  to  keq>  her  quiet.  They  hop^  against  hope 
to  escape  discovery.  The  Germans  found  them  in  due 
coarse  and  liberated  the  frantic  woman,  who  ran 
screaming  down  the  lane,  only  to  fall  from  a  German 
bullet  before  she  had  gone  far. 

"A  cook -wagon  came  up.  After  methodically 
miUdng  the  cow  standing  near,  the  Germans  killed  her. 
cut  her  up,  and  consigned  her  to  the  pot,  foragers  con- 
tributing turnips  in  profusion  from  the  fiekt  hard  by. 
Two  great  stacks  of  hay  across  the  lane  from  us  were 
lit  at  dark.  The  Germans  threw  British  rifles  and 
saddles  on  the  biasing  piles,  with  the  result  that  a 
merry  popping  of  small-arm  ammunition  cmnmenced, 
bullets  whizzing  in  all  directions.    At  first  our  captors 
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supplies  of  red  and  wwfe  ^^ a^*^""*^  P^"*^ 
round  they  danced  S  IS  k.  •  *^*  ^«  Pa»ed 
music  of  i  c<^TJT^l^^J'''''^J^'''^^^  to  the 
fitful  light.        ^         accordions,  a  wend  sight  in  the 

The^Si^^iti^Sishti^.*^*  *^*y  «^»>^^«i- 

to  couSt  the  dSd  and  i^„?i?*^  "T*  ""*=^«»  off 
m«»re  serious  c^  w^eS^i^^tn^fd  and  foe.    The 

village.   The  sa^nf  oL  Ji*  ****  convent  in  the 

was  taken  Ivn^  ^rJ^  ^^J"^  <^oor.  Before  I 
English.  camr^«*?:^h^  ^Tu''^''  ^^«  "» 
a  drink  of  water  fh*n,^  .,  lay  and  gave  me  first 
awkwardty.^*T;»i^S  d.^»  ?  ?^,-  Stiffly  and 
i»and  as  he  dLSS     I  ^^  *"**  ^^"^^  °»«  by  the 

badsort.lMSSi     uLnf    if*''?^*^*^-    Not  a 
"  dm^J.  T'Wwse.    Meant  well  probablv 

w»bSKl?iS'^«^«'  4'-.  ^  ^  W»  an"' 
by.  Hui,te""^^^7fc°''^«-b-«.<idiv«d 
only  one  of  a  hanHfni  «*  T^  *^*  '^yn®*  was  the 
strigth  to  sit  ^^  **'  ^'^^^  ^»»o  had  sufficient 

x9o'BSti2^j3s*:'j^rs  '^'^  ^'  -»« 

number  of  woundS  r^        '  ^^'^  an  ahnost  equal 
the  o^!^  STa^^SSS^ Jf^««  ^^^  PlacS  to 

Tuesday  and  WedSSSvfhlLT  **"  ^'"^^^y-    ^ 
occupii  by  the  GcS^,    1^  "  *^*  *^^*°*  ^^ospital 

day  ^or  «,.^  STe  aSS?  worlSTti^r""-  '*~***^  » 
Catholic  father  waTn^  J^St  ^«  Trojans  and  the 

tbdrmonUi^jn'ot^hrem^JSy.^''  ^«^^«^*»  «*-« 

of  tJ^n?ht^:ii^!*^y?^I^~tenantGa«tin. 

t^fSs  jsiTed^?  ^S^r  ^^^^ 

^d.  as  weU  as^te^S?  r ^Cl!^:  Sg?,*^; 
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too,  he  broaght  to  me  for  identificatum  before  interment. 
He  carefully  wrote  down  the  names  as  I  took  them 
from  the  marks  oa  the  ctothing,  and  the  places  of 
burial  bear  them,  no  doubt,  to-day.  A  kindly  soul, 
that  priest.  He  would  bring  me  an  egg  and  a  crust  of 
bread  at  night  under  his  robe.  I  was  forttmate  in 
having  a  requesw  for  transfer  granted,  and  by  Thunday 
was  taken  to  the  ".onvent  over  the  way  which  housed 
the  British  wou.  de.  Two  Bdgian  doctors  came  from 
Brussels.  One  wa»  xaken  ill  at  once  and  incapacitated, 
but  his  fdlow  was  a  ^lendid  chap  and  an  indefatigable 
woiker.  He  had  hardly  any  bandages  or  anaesthetics. 
Four  other  officers,  all  of  them  Cheshires,  were  in  the 
hospital,  badly  bounded. 

"  My  damage  was  not  serious.  A  shell  had  torn  up 
my  scalp  a  bit,  but  I  felt  sound  enough,  although  my 
leg  was  very  painful  I  put  it  down  to  a  sprained 
ankle,  and  bound  it  tightly  with  a  couple  of  puttees. 
The  doctor  had  too  much  work  to  do  for  me  to  bother 
him  with  it.  Not  for  some  days  did  I  discover  that  one 
of  the  bMes  in  the  lower  part  of  my  1^  was  biokm, 
though  the  pain  at  times  brought  me  t'  •>k  :oncl\ision 
that  a  grained  ankle  was  a  most  unplea^x.  .  injury. 

"  Only  a  handful  of  German  guards  were  about.  The 
sisters  tended  us,  and  I  suppose  they  had  the  feeding  of 
us  as  wdl.  By  the  end  of  the  week  I  had  planned  to 
escape,  and  to  take  Sergeant  Hynes  with  me.  Monday, 
a  wedc  after  the  day  of  the  eght,  was  chosoi  f<»-  the 
attempt.  The  four  Cheshire  officers  were  our  only 
confidants.  They  suggested  saving  their  food  <m  the 
final  day,  so  that  we  might  take  some  provender 
with  us. 

"  During  the  morning  a  c<mvoy  of  ambulances,  due 
on  Tuesday,  pulled  up.  That  ibey  had  come  a  couple 
of  days  before  we  had  been  told  they  would  arrive 
seemed  likefy  to  upset  my  plans.  All  was  bustle. 
Those  belt  able  to  be  moved  were  placed  in  the  ambu- 
lances at  once.    My  heart  sank.    The  doctor  came  to 
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me,  and  as  he  examined  me  I  f*i*  -.,~  u 
«ne  away  then  i^there    U  i  T*  ^'  "^"^  »«d 
terribly  bloodshot  fromlhe  J^^J"^^'  ."?  ^^  ^^^ 
hit  me.  mS^me  iSc  mL?^^°^?  *^*  «^«"  that 

1<^^^V^'£^^:\.^'^.^^'  I  asked  il 

the  red  cheeks  of  the&ne\^^'-^^^  °°  ^y***  '« 

bystepwedrewneiJ'totTeffiaTtJ^fir^^^^  ^'^ 
one  was  in  siRht     A  kst  ai^nZ^^-  !?*'  **^  *<*«•    No 

pull  oursel^  toerth«  f  ^*  ^*5"f  *  ^^  ««««  to 
leafy  barri^  wrSS  ovL^  T  ^"?*^  ^^"^^  the 
a  d4p  ditch  Si:  ^.lr°^  '^a?'  ^^^  "^olSi  into 
we  f^oSS  tSch*io,^^^as  fast  as  we  could. 

flat  and  worming  S>S^^^'^*^S?  **' y^^»' ^^^ 
made  us  ner^of'SbTe  Se^  "wT^L"?*' 
vmced  1^  would  be  shottf  iom^Z^^  Go^If    t?" 

L-d^a^on^^f^S^;^^^^^^^ 

we  hoped,  result  in  wiT^Sil^  Sf  ^«"d«i  might. 

torn  ,  map  of  sorts  out  oj  the  back  ST^iL?     ^^ 

;^..or,o„.i.,th.^."J3jS^4Srr„r 

tJl^A  ^**^'  tiresome  work  lying  quiet  in  thm  Ai*.y. 
that  day.  but  with  brambles  puuiitrSShlr  ^""^ 

were  in  companitively  littTe&T^rr,"*T! 
dusk  we  crawled  pitifully  rat  of  LT^^'  ,  ^* 
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Gemuns  to  us,  and  our  first  mile  was  a  succession  of 
limping  and  halting  sallies  forward,  interspersed  with 
sudden  dives  underneath  the  hedge  by  the  roadside. 
At  last  we  approached  the  point  where  our  road  crossed 
the  main  highway  from  M<ms  to  Valenciennes.  The 
moon  was  shining.  From  our  hedge  shelter  we  could 
see  long  lines  of  dusty  shapes  moving  slowly  towards 
M<»is.  Clank  of  harness  and  the  gear  of  guns  and 
logons  sounded  regularly  al0bg  the  way.  Now  and 
then  a  rough  guttural  voice  ran>ed  out  an  order  or  an 
oath.  We  waited  for  hours  before  a  gap  in  the  long, 
ghostly  line  gave  us  courage  to  cross.  We  passed 
safely  enough  after  all.  and  skirting  a  couple  of  villages 
reached  a  hayst&ck  near  the  Mons-Cond6  Canal  before 
daybr^.  We  were  not  fpr  west  of  the  town  of 
St.  Ghislam.  Before  us  lay  lue  broad  canal,  K>anned  a 
few  hundred  yards  distant  by  a  ruined  railway  bridge 
and  a  little  further  on  by  another  bridge,  over  which 
we  could  see  Germans  passing  in  the  growing  light. 
At  our  backs  was  the  home  of  the  owner  of  the  stack. 
He  made  his  appearance  at  an  early  hour  and  we  hailed 
him.  First  he  bolted  back  into  his  house.  After  a  bit 
he  gingerly  approached  the  stack,  and  finaUy  we  induced 
him  to  mount  the  slight  ladder  against  it. 

"  A  little  naan  he  was,  with  a  thin  black  beard,  great 
rings  in  his  ears,  and  piercing  shifty  eyes.  Only  a  few 
moments  passed  before  we  found  our  host  was  like  to 
cause  us  trouble.  He  was  all  for  giving  us  up  to  the 
Germans,  and  said  so  frankly.  To  be  discovered 
harbouring  us  meant  his  house  burned  and  death  for 
himself,  he  said.  For  a  time  no  aigument  could  shake 
him.  I  told  hini  the  British  were  advancing  behind  us 
and  wouU  soon  be  in  Mons  again.  If  he  gave  us  up, 
or  aUowed  harm  to  cwne  our  way,  woe  to  him  when  our 
toroops  arrived.  It  was  a  silly  aigument,  but  it  won. 
He  agreed  reluctantly  to  let  us  stay  unmolested  until 
night,  when  I  promised  we  would  swim  the  canal  and 
make  our  way  northward.    We  lay  close  together  as  he 
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•>««ng  smothered.  ^  ^'y™^  *o  ^*oxt  our 

we"4?!:i5?a;«^  fc JiH^'/*^»*y  <^y.  but 
Gennan  transports  «,  the  S^  Vn^  '*!?''  "^^  """^^  «* 
be  guards  on  thebiSr«  JSl'  ^^  T^*  *PP«"«d  to 

moment  I  was  about  to  ^-^        ^«  ^*  t^e  very 
h«d  to  confess  hL  to  L^^^SJf  *""^  ^«*n*  HynS 
2!»  twentyTeT  ft^a  WttrS*  "^^-^^^  ^*o 
«*«ni  to  the  stack  hddii«iii!L?*'^P°"*"«^^    To 
mjghtmeanthe^lhTon,"  b^^^^^  ^?  *^  *°  «<>  <>» 
Choosing  the  less  sure  r^^  f  ^^  **'  "*  ^^o«  drowning. 
rSaW our  nS  2^5,^^*?. iT^f 'J^'  dressed 
all  night  cursi^  l"  bad\?k^d*^„' ^'j^*  '^  ^^ 
plans  of  escape.  ^°  unprovismg  futUe 

whispered  HynS  ^?XS«,!S^«1  'Germans/ 
«»ade  such  a^oti^  T^r^-  ^"^^  "^«^ 
on  my  forehead.  An^^D^CS"!?""^'^'"^''*  ««* 
visitor  came  into  view^  wST,-  ""^^ -^  ^«*<*  of  our 
saw  the  smiling  faSTf  ^^.^."'^pnceivable  relief  we 
proporti<r^lJ3S^/^g>  ^y  of  «ost  ample 

pests.    ThewidowTa^^^SirJ^?'''^«»* 
brave  as  an  army.    RatfciMS???*i      *^*  ^^e  was  as 

all  thought  of  so  doina  «K- iITj^-  ^  ™"  *o  give  up 
h^'j?^  U:etT;%^,^*?«*  t«  "^  with  I 
bad  taken  everything  eSabl-  or^J*,,  J**' ^ennans 
house  save  these,  s^s^  !.®[  dnnkable  from  her 
she  took  on  tlSt  c«trS^*K  ,*''  l"**"^  *he  canal, 
of  money  in  £r  SSS^rtoM*^*y-  Having  a  bit 
foraskifltobere.ry^t*?l"e'^U^--fe 
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"  The  day  seemed  brighter  after  her  visit,  and  we 
rested  much  more  ee  "/.  Nine  o'clock  came  at  last. 
With  it  the  ample  form  of  Madame,  who,  alas  I  could 
find  no  one  who  for  any  sum  would  venture  to  take  us 
across  the  canal.  But  her  resources  were  by  no  means 
exhausted.  An  urchin  on  a  bicycle  reconnoitred  the 
bridges,  and  brought  back  word  that  no  guard  could  be 
seen  on  the  railway  bridge.  Though  it  had  been  blown 
up  and  rendered  useless  for  trains,  it  afforded  means  for  a 
crossing  if  we  could  climb  over  one  or  two  obstructions 
and  escape  being  seen  by  the  guard  on  the  roul  bridge 
beside  it.  We  started  without  delay  or  demur,  afttf  I 
had  thanked  onr  brave  benefactress  in  my  best  and 
most  effusive  French. 

"  We  found  the  bridge  sadly  damaged.  Twisted 
metals  were  coiled  over  the  way,  and  many  of  the 
timbers  were  torn  bodily  from  the  trestle  work.  A 
barricade  presented  difficulties  which  were  socm  over- 
come, and  within  a  few  minutes  our  feet  trod  the  north 
bank  of  the  canal.  We  had  crossed  safely  and,  appa- 
rently, undiscovered.  Working  northward,  we  struck 
the  road  from  Mons  to  Tournai.  At  midnight  we 
found  we  had  made  good  time.  Just  how,  I  don't 
know.  We  went  round  all  the  villages  and  learned  to 
anathematise  all  dogs  in  so  doing.  My  leg  was  growing 
m<ve  painful,  but  a  great  stick  helped  me  to  hobble 
along  at  a  fair  pace.  At  first  we  were  unduly  nervous. 
Faint  moonlight  played  strange  games  with  our  fancies. 
Once  a  tree  trunk  hdd  us  at  bay  for  some  minutes 
before  we  discovered  it  was  not  a  Gennan  with  a  rifle. 
A  restless  cow,  changing  ber  pasturage,  soit  us  flying  to 
cover.  A  startled  rabbit  dadied  across  the  road,  and  I 
found  myself  face  down  in  a  gully  before  I  knew  it. 
The  night  made  odd  sounds,  each  me  of  sinister  imp(»1 
to  us.  The  wind  ^rang  up,  and  in  the  exercise  of  its 
privil^es  caused  our  hearts  to  jun^  into  our  throats 
haU  a  dozen  times. 

"  By  midnight  we  had  reached  and  circled  round  the 
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^^^iSoftSL^^-^'r^Tounud.    We 

1««~  on^the  hJ  id^if  ♦h'^i;    Approaching  the 
dwdliag..  we  lay  by^he  d^*  i?*^'  <=]«*«•  oTdaJk 
windows  littenini  for  th!  h-2^  *?**  ""^^^  <««  of  the 
betoken  GenSS*o<XiS;..''12's^i^«  *^*  '^^ 
pitious,  80  I  gave  a  e^S  tn~^  ^*^  .^J"^**  and  pro- 
tone  that  we  weJe  SjSSt^l^P^**  ^  ^^ 
of  commotion  camefrom  Se^^  ***  ?,*.•'•  Sounds 
from  the  windc^i,?;'^^^?-    4  %»?  flashed 
our  presence.    A  mom«iT^    ^"^"^''^^^•rtised 
the  door  to  opn  TSK  .    *'  *?  ?^*  **^  'wuted  for 
then  the nertTMore  &n*PP*^?*  "  *^  n«t  hous^ 
"  Anglais  I  A^ig^  r-'^Te  JTn*"  S*^  *^«  ^"^^ 
reception,  so  hSSed  off  tolSj.  t  "^  '**^*  '<»■  ^^h  a 
disabilities  wouldloi Jj     J^V*~™*^ "  '*»*  as  our 
no  sooner  had  We  Sisd  -      •**'^  '^^  *"<*  so,  for 
hundred  y£S  up  Se  ±f  {?"*  *«°*  *^«  to  three 
fired.  andTIJwLfafer^^  '*^**^  **<>*»  were 
We  strained  every  n^  to^i^r.*!!*"  "^  ^«ads. 
wa.  no  pursait.%^*4°h^S  LT^'f^  *^*^« 
case,  we  slowed  down  ItSrT^Z:  "J  *?  ^**^  ^ad 
prey  to  aU  our  fom^  ^,  nt^\f^^.  **»  ^«n«  a 
swed  bird  flew  cl^S^  I^ l    J^***  "®»«8-    A  good- 
that  lasted  StSrJ^  ^^^  *°d  gave  me  a  ^^k 
highway,  the  c Jte??f  W^i^*/'**^  akmg  the 
sent  us  to  the  roadSde  wh^l^?/?^  ^^''''ards  us 
refuge.  *'  "^^^  a  ditch  offered  wefcome 

hitTmcffiglo^'  ;l^tt"L^*  ?«  »x^*<»»  -« 
a  whistli^^;,^?^ ^^  and  gave 

upon  it.    wt  had  iumDLl^Sff*1^**^«  down 

hewasorwhatheC^^^S^rfL"^-    ^« 
us.    Asoundfromhimmiihfl       °*°®"^«>tto 

seigeant  «rai>nlSi.i«     ^***  ?®an  recapture.    The 

rZinedrS^l'EtXnT*?  T*  ^*«*  »>'«^«^ 
cavaby  drew^^  i^l*  ^i,  >«  a  troop  of  German 

our  chance  acq^JScr 'iulCt  ^v^i^??^ 
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Uhlant  ilowed  from  a  trot  to  a  walk.  We  held  our 
breath.  At  least  I  held  mine,  while  Hynes  hdd  his  own 
and  that  of  the  third  member  of  oar  party.  Gradually 
the  horsemen  drew  abreast,  then  past,  then  away.  We 
waited  until  they  were  well  in  the  distance,  and  then 
examined  the  man  underneath.  If  we  had  been  scared 
to  have  lumped  on  him,  he  was  more  than  scared  to 
have  had  us  do  so. 

"  The  relief  when  we  found  him  to  be  a  Belgian  farmer, 
frightened  out  of  his  few  wits,  was  trufy  comic.  The 
Germans  had  imposed  severe  penaltiea  on  inhabitants 
who  moved  about  between  8  p.m.  and  6  a.m.,  he  said. 
His  quest  remained  unexplained,  excq>t  in  so  far  as  a 
sack  of  something  we  did  not  exanuae  might  explain  it. 
We  advised  him  to  remain  v/here  he  was  until  daybreak, 
and  pressed  on.  Before  dawn  we  took  refuge  in  a  shed 
behind  a  house  not  far  from  Toumai.  The  distance  we 
had  covered  nrast  have  totalled  from  fifteen  to  eighteen 
miles,  evidence  of  what  strength  fear  and  deq)eration 
lend  to  tired  and  broken  feet.  The  owner  of  the 
premises  which  we  had  chosen  as  sanctuary  was  a  fine 
man,  courageous  and  full  of  resource.  Learning  who  we 
were,  he  took  us  from  the  outbuilding  to  his  garret, 
where  he  fed  and  tended  us  with  a  will. 

"  The  Gennans,  he  said,  were  not  in  force  in  Toumai, 
being  chiefly  interested  in  obtaining  provisions  there- 
from. One  train  went  each  day  to  Bruges,  leaving  just 
before  eight  in  the  evening.  Bdgian  guards  were  at  the 
station,  and  the  Germans  were  unlikely  to  trouble  their 
heads  about  who  left  by  the  train  during  those  days. 
Our  host  obtained  a  cart,  in  which  he  secreted  us. 
driving  to  the  station  in  such  time  that  he  arrived  at 
tiie  very  mmnent  of  the  train's  dq>arture.  The  engine 
whistled  as  we  jumped  through  the  station  door  and 
made  for  a  carriage.  But  we  were  not  to  get  away  so 
easily  after  all.  We  were  capless.  Our  clothing  was 
torn  to  rags  by  thorns  and  brambles.  Truly  we  pre- 
sented a  sorry  sight.     We  careered  into  a  couple  of 
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Belgian  guards  with  fixed  bavonet.  «k^  -*^^  .u 
upon  about  to  um  tS^  it?      !*  ^'^  ■•«n«d  there- 

A  look  of  utter  in«JI?^*S^e^L7.'^«  £»««-». 
stolid  civic  gutid..  sSiSS  ^i^***' ^S  !' ;j« 
Germans  had  come.  PwdSS^^^^T^fL*^ 
m«  jwnped  from  the  trak«ndVSJS2?t*h^«  ''**• 

t^tfh^he  Jl^SoJts^'^l j^^ ""  .^^^ 
started,  howew  wl«  „  Jt^  ^**i^  ****  ^  »>«« 

sengers^aTS^nhrplSfJLT'^.?*^'!'^^    ^ 
crying  afoud  their  fei  of  the  H^f"  ^^'f^  P"^ 

Dassei^  hffi?   «J'  l?^'***  "<»*  of  its  intending 
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f"^"*??!?*"^  nMh-bttt  to  «BteaM  w. not  to 

^^mmttr.   Bdort  we  wart  ihtoagh  we  bcctmt 

jft»Mrth«iwlittktocl^ 

yy*^  wwe  over  ooco  w«  woo  through  the  iquan. 

MWrrjr,  and  cart  day  we  wore  tent  to  Oitcod  aad 

mm  thare  hone,  to  good  old  Loodoo  town." 
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